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Sermon #31       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:       OBADIAH 
     “Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.” 
 Text:   Obadiah 1:1-21 
 Subject:  Jacob and Esau 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening—November 25, 2003 
 Tape #  X-87b 
 Readings: Bob Poncer and Bob Duff 
 Introduction: 
 
OBADIAH 
 
1. The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD 


concerning Edom; We have heard a rumour from the 
LORD, and an ambassador is sent among the heathen, 
Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle. 


 
2. Behold, I have made thee small among the heathen: 


thou art greatly despised. 
 
3. The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that 


dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is 
high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down 
to the ground? 


 
4. Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though 


thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring 
thee down, saith the LORD. 


 
5. If thieves came to thee, if robbers by night, (how art 


thou cut off!) would they not have stolen till they had 
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enough? if the grapegatherers came to thee, would 
they not leave some grapes? 


 
6. How are the things of Esau searched out! how are his 


hidden things sought up! 
 
7. All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee 


even to the border: the men that were at peace with 
thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; 
they that eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee: 
there is none understanding in him. 


 
8. Shall I not in that day, saith the LORD, even destroy 


the wise men out of Edom, and understanding out of 
the mount of Esau? 


 
9. And thy mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed, to 


the end that every one of the mount of Esau may be 
cut off by slaughter. 


 
10. For thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame 


shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever. 
 
11. In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in 


the day that the strangers carried away captive his 
forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast 
lots upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them. 


 
12. But thou shouldest not have looked on the day of 


thy brother in the day that he became a stranger; 
neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children 
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of Judah in the day of their destruction; neither 
shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the day of 
distress. 


 
13. Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of 


my people in the day of their calamity; yea, thou 
shouldest not have looked on their affliction in the 
day of their calamity, nor have laid hands on their 
substance in the day of their calamity; 


 
14. Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, 


to cut off those of his that did escape; neither 
shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did 
remain in the day of distress. 


 
15. For the day of the LORD is near upon all the 


heathen: as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee: 
thy reward shall return upon thine own head. 


 
16. For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, so 


shall all the heathen drink continually, yea, they shall 
drink, and they shall swallow down, and they shall be 
as though they had not been. 


 
17. But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and 


there shall be holiness; and the house of Jacob shall 
possess their possessions. 


 
18. And the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the 


house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau for 
stubble, and they shall kindle in them, and devour 
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them; and there shall not be any remaining of the 
house of Esau; for the LORD hath spoken it. 


 
19. And they of the south shall possess the mount of 


Esau; and they of the plain the Philistines: and they 
shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of 
Samaria: and Benjamin shall possess Gilead. 


 
20. And the captivity of this host of the children of 


Israel shall possess that of the Canaanites, even unto 
Zarephath; and the captivity of Jerusalem, which is in 
Sepharad, shall possess the cities of the south. 


 
21. And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to 


judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be 
the LORD'S. 


 
The book of Obadiah is the shortest Book in the Old 
Testament, just 21 verses. We read it in just a few 
minutes. At first glance, it appears to be nothing but a 
prophecy of doom against the ancient nation of Edom, 
which has long ago disappeared from history. Edom is a 
nation buried in the dust of the past. Yet, the fact that 
this little Book finds its place in the Book of God, and 
that fact alone tells us that its message is for us (Rom. 
15:4). 
 
(Rom 15:4)  "For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope." 
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There are 13 men in the Old Testament named Obadiah, 
but there is no indication that this Obadiah is the same as 
any of the others. His name means "servant of the Lord," 
or “worshipper of the Lord.” Like a true servant and 
worshipper of God, Obadiah keeps himself in the 
background, in utter obscurity. He tells us absolutely 
nothing about himself. He simply steps onto the stage of 
history, delivers God’s message, and steps down. In fact, 
it may be that Obadiah, rather than being his name, was 
simply a penname, a pseudonym, used to deliberately 
conceal anything at all about himself. His only purpose 
and intent as God’s prophet was to deliver God’s 
message. What a noble example his is to all who are 
responsible to speak to eternity bound sinners as God’s 
messengers! 
 
OUTLINE 
 
The outline of these 23 verses is very easy to follow. 
 
• In verses 1-9 Obadiah declares God’s judgment upon 


Edom. Though proud, thinking themselves secure and 
invincible, Edom was the object of God’s determined 
wrath and must be destroyed. 


• Verses 10-14 display the justice of that judgment. 
Edom was destroyed because of their proud and cruel 
treatment of God’s people Israel. 


• In verses 15 and 16 we see the result of God’s 
judgment upon the proud nation. The Edomites were 
crushed by Nebuchadnezzar, and lter by Cyrus who 
slaughtered them by the thousands, and finally 
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brought into oblivion by the Maccabees. By the time 
the Romans conquered Jerusalem, Edom was but a 
name in history. 


• Then, in verses 17-21, the prophet of God speaks to 
Edom (the house of Esau) of the sure and certain 
salvation of Israel (“the house of Jacob”). 


 
 
OBADIAH’S MESSAGE 
 
But what is Obadiah’s message to us? What is the 
meaning of this prophecy? What does the Spirit of God 
here teach us? Let’s read a few passages from the 
Inspired Volume, and it will become clear (Gen. 3:15; 
Mal. 1:2-5; Rom. 9:11-18). Remember, Edom is the 
whole house of Esau and Israel is the whole house of 
Jacob, his younger brother, the object of God’s 
everlasting love, mercy, and grace. 
 
(Gen 3:15)  "And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." 
 
(Mal 1:2-5)  "I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye 
say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's 
brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob, {3} And I 
hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage 
waste for the dragons of the wilderness. {4} Whereas 
Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return 
and build the desolate places; thus saith the LORD of 
hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they 
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shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The 
people against whom the LORD hath indignation for 
ever. {5} And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The 
LORD will be magnified from the border of Israel." 
 
(Rom 9:11-18)  "(For the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of 
God according to election might stand, not of works, but 
of him that calleth;) {12} It was said unto her, The elder 
shall serve the younger. {13} As it is written, Jacob have 
I loved, but Esau have I hated. {14} What shall we say 
then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 
{15} For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I 
will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
will have compassion. {16} So then it is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth 
mercy. {17} For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even 
for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might 
show my power in thee, and that my name might be 
declared throughout all the earth. {18} Therefore hath he 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will 
he hardeneth." 
 
Here is Obadiah’s message. ― May God give us grace 
to learn it, rely upon it, and expect its fulfillment. 
Though the seed of the serpent hates, persecutes, and 
constantly bruises the heel of the woman’s Seed, the 
Seed of the woman (Christ and his body the Church of 
God’s elect), shall ultimately crush the serpent’s head 
and his seed. 
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Let me show you seven things clearly set before us in 
this magnificent prophecy of Obadiah. 
 
1. First, learn this and rejoice ― The purpose of our 


God cannot be hindered, thwarted, or frustrated.  
 
Before ever they were born, the Lord God declared that 
Esau must ever serve Jacob, that the elder must serve the 
younger. And so it shall be until time is no more. As 
Moses declared that Ham must serve Shem and Japheth, 
God’s Word regarding Jacob and Esau is but a 
declaration of God’s purpose to assure the hearts of 
chosen, redeemed sinners that the reprobate of this world 
can do us no harm. They only serve the interests of our 
souls. Jannes and Jambres gave Moses a fit, 
withstanding him to the face at every turn; but they 
could proceed no further (Ex. 7:11; 2 Tim. 3:8-9). And 
those who oppose God’s people in this world, those who 
abuse, mistreat, and persecute God’s people in this 
world cannot hurt them. They only serve us. 
 
2. Second, we see in the Edomites and their history 


that the enmity of the seed of the serpent toward 
the Seed of the woman shall never cease so long as 
time stands. 


 
The enmity of Edom toward Israel, the enmity of Esau 
against his brother Jacob began long before Obadiah 
came on the scene. It began while the two boys were still 
in their mother’s womb. It is an enmity manifest 
throughout history. It is the enmity Cain had for Abel, 
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the enmity of Babylon against Israel, the enmity of 
Herod against the incarnate Son of God, the enmity of 
the Judaizers against Paul, the enmity of the religious 
world against the Kingdom of God. It is a never ceasing, 
unabated, ever-increasing enmity. It is the enmity of the 
dragon of hell against the Woman of God’s choice (Rev. 
12). 
 
What is that enmity? It is the vile, base, deep-seated 
hatred of all who proudly presume that they can be 
saved by their own works, saved without God, against 
all who are saved by free grace alone, trusting Christ 
alone, looking to him alone for redemption, 
righteousness and everlasting salvation. If any thinks 
this enmity is imaginary, let him read a page or two of 
history, or of this morning’s paper! 
 
3. Third, learn this ― That which destroys all who 


perish under the wrath of God is the self-deceiving 
pride of their own hearts. 


 
(Jer 17:9)  "The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it?" 
 
(Oba 1:3-4)  "The pride of thine heart hath deceived 
thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose 
habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring 
me down to the ground? {4} Though thou exalt thyself as 
the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, 
thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD." 
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Edom represents all those vain men and women who, 
like Esau, despising Christ presume that they can go it 
alone, that they can ascend to heaven by their own will, 
their own works, and their own goodness. They hide 
themselves in what they think is an impregnable rock of 
morality, on a high hill of experience, and say, “All is 
well. I am secure. Who shall bring me down?” 
 
4. Fourth, let us be reminded once more of the far 


reaching influence of evil. 
 
Edom, the whole nation, followed the example of their 
father Esau. The whole nation followed their father 
straight to hell! None are ever saved by the examples of 
others; but multitudes perish forever by the examples of 
others! 
 
5. Fifth, Obadiah goes to great lengths in these few 


verses of Inspiration to show us that all who suffer 
the wrath and judgment of God perish under the 
just judgment of the Almighty because of their 
own sins (vv. 10-17). 


 
I cannot state emphatically enough that all things are 
exactly according to God’s purpose. The whole world is 
ruled and disposed of according to God’s everlasting 
love for Jacob and hatred of Esau (Rom. 9:11-24). 
Vessels of mercy are vessels of mercy and shall never be 
vessels of wrath. Vessels of wrath are vessels of wrath 
and shall never be vessels of mercy. Is that clear 
enough? 
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But let me state this with equal force ― No one goes to 
hell because of God’s purpose. Vessels of mercy are 
prepared by grace for glory. Vessels of wrath fit 
themselves for destruction. Men and women go to hell 
because of their own, obstinate, willful rebellion and 
unbelief. Esau is in hell today because he despised 
Christ, because he preferred the world to the Son of 
God, because he preferred a bowl of beans to gratify his 
flesh for a moment to God’s eternal inheritance of grace. 
Edom perished for exactly the same reason. That nation 
perished because of her hated of God and his people, as 
displayed in their conduct. 
 
6. Now, let’s read verses 17-21 again and rejoice to see 


once more that the everlasting salvation of God’s 
elect is a matter of absolute certainty. 


 
(Oba 1:17-21)  "But upon mount Zion shall be 
deliverance, and there shall be holiness; and the house of 
Jacob shall possess their possessions. {18} And the 
house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a 
flame, and the house of Esau for stubble, and they shall 
kindle in them, and devour them; and there shall not be 
any remaining of the house of Esau; for the LORD hath 
spoken it. {19} And they of the south shall possess the 
mount of Esau; and they of the plain the Philistines: and 
they shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of 
Samaria: and Benjamin shall possess Gilead. {20} And 
the captivity of this host of the children of Israel shall 
possess that of the Canaanites, even unto Zarephath; and 
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the captivity of Jerusalem, which is in Sepharad, shall 
possess the cities of the south. {21} And saviours shall 
come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and 
the kingdom shall be the LORD'S." 
 
Here, Obadiah, by the Spirit of prophecy, looks beyond 
the range of time to that last great day when Christ shall 
come again in his glory. In that day… 
 


• There shall be holiness everywhere. 
• The whole house of Jacob shall possess their God-


given, divinely purchased, rightful possessions. 
• Jacob shall be a fire and Esau shall be stubble 


before him (Ps. 137). 
 
(Psa 137)  "By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, 
yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. {2} We 
hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. 
{3} For there they that carried us away captive required 
of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us 
mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion. {4} How 
shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land? {5} If I 
forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her 
cunning. {6} If I do not remember thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem 
above my chief joy. {7} Remember, O LORD, the 
children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, 
Raze it, raze it, even to the foundation thereof. {8} O 
daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy 
shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us. 
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{9} Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little 
ones against the stones." 
 


• The kingdoms of this world shall become the 
kingdoms of our God (Rev. 11:15). 


 
7. Seventh, I send you home with this final word ― The 


only hope for proud sinners is him who is Jacob’s 
Portion forever, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


 
What is your choice? Will you follow Esau to hell, 
choosing that which gratifies the flesh; or will you 
follow Jacob, choosing Christ for your everlasting 
portion? 








Sermon #63       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:      2nd JOHN 
      “For the Truth’s Sake” 
 Text:   2 John 1:1-13 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening — August 17,2003 
 Tape #  Y-39a 
 Readings: Bob Poncer & Larry Criss 
 Introduction: 
 


“The elder unto the elect lady and her 
children, whom I love in the truth; and not I 
only, but also all they that have known the 
truth; For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in 
us, and shall be with us for ever. Grace be 
with you, mercy, and peace, from God the 
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Son of the Father, in truth and love” 


(2 John 1:1-3). 
 
Though it does not bear his name, it is evident that this 
epistle was written by the apostle John. When we 
compare its language (2 John 1:5-9) with that of 1st John 
(1 John 2:7-8; 3:23; 4:1-3; 5:3), we see that the language 
used here is the same. John’s purpose in writing this 
brief epistle is to exhort and encourage us to continue in 
the truth and faith of the gospel, to walk in love to God 
and his people, and to avoid false teachers and their 
doctrines.  
 
THE ELECT LADY 
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John addresses this epistle to “the elect lady.” Did you 
ever pause to think about what name is used most often 
in the New Testament to describe God’s people? They 
are called “saints” forty times, “sons of God” sixteen 
times, “strangers” six times, “Christians” just three 
times, and “believers” just twice. But the term that is 
used more often than any other, except for “saints,” to 
describe the people of God in the New Testament is “the 
elect.” In fact, the word “saints” is but another way of 
saying “elect.” God’s saints are those separated from 
others, separated from eternity by electing love. 
 
Election was such a commonly known and commonly 
discussed theme in the early church that when believers 
spoke to and about one another they used the word 
“elect” to distinguish God’s people from the rest of the 
world. 
 
Many suggest that this “elect lady” was a certain, 
believing woman, and that John wrote this epistle to her 
and her believing children. Perhaps that is the case. In 
Christ there is neither male nor female. Both are one in 
him. 
 
It is certain that our Lord gave special attention to and 
showed special care for certain women: — the 
Samaritan woman, — Mary and Martha, — the woman 
with an issue of blood, — the Syrophenician, and the 
woman who anointed him for his burial. After his 
resurrection he appeared to a woman and sent her to tell 
the disciples that he was alive. If we think of Miriam, 
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Ruth, Deborah, Esther, Dorcas, Lydia, Priscilla, Lois and 
Eunice, we should not be at all surprised to see the Holy 
Spirit honor and distinguish a certain woman by 
addressing an apostolic epistle to her. 
 
If the epistle was written to an individual woman and her 
children, it should be noted that her children were 
addressed as grown, mature children who were found 
“walking in truth” (v. 4). They were children who had 
themselves professed faith in Christ and walked in truth. 
 
I think, however, that John uses the term “the elect 
lady” to refer to a local church. It really does not 
matter which, nor is there any need for us to know 
which. The epistle was written by divine inspiration for 
us and to us who walk in truth. It is certain that John’s 
words are written to every child of God in this world, for 
God’s children are God’s elect. His church is his “elect 
lady.” God's elect are those chosen by his grace to 
eternal life in Christ before the world was made (Matt. 
24:31; Rom. 8:33; Eph. 1:3-6; Col. 3:12; 1 Thess. 1:4; 2 
Thess. 2:13-14; 1 Peter 1:2). 
 
We are not told when the epistle was written, or where 
John was when he wrote it. But, again, such things are 
not material. It is God’s Word to us today. May he teach 
us its message and make it sweet to our souls. 
 
THE TRUTH 
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“The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I 
love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that 
have known the truth” (v. 1). 
 
“The elder” — John calls himself an Elder because he 
was both a pastor and an old man. At the time he wrote 
this epistle, he was at least a hundred years old. 
 
“Whom I love in the truth” — John expresses his sincere 
and heartfelt love for this elect lady and her children, 
whom he and his companions loved in the truth. He 
speaks of the joy he and his companions, who were 
lovers of the truth, found in these who walked in the 
truth. 
 
Believers love all men as men, but God gives his elect a 
special love for those who are in the family of faith (Gal. 
6:10; Titus 3:15). 
 
(Galatians 6:10)  "As we have therefore opportunity, let 
us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are 
of the household of faith." 
 
(Titus 3:15)  "All that are with me salute thee. Greet 
them that love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. 
Amen." 
 
Notice the connection between John’s love for God’s 
saints and their love for the truth. Those who love 
Christ, who is the Truth, love all who walk in the Truth. 
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We love one another for Christ’s sake. It is he who 
dwells in us and abides in us forever.  
 
Notice this also — John speaks to God’s elect with 
great confidence, as well as with great tenderness and 
affection. “The elect lady,” as John calls her, had in her 
election all the blessings, benefits, and effects of 
election. As the bud contains all the future blossoms and 
foliage of the flower, so God’s elect have all the 
blessings of grace in Christ (Eph. 1:3-6), “according as 
he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
world.” Robert Hawker wrote… 
 


“Together with this electing grace, there is 
the calling grace appointed also. ‘For whom 
he did predestinate, them he also called’ 
(Rom. 8:30). And in the season of that call, 
there is given the pardoning grace to all sins. 
So blessedly speaks the Apostle. ‘And you 
being dead in your sins, and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 
quickened together with him, having forgiven 
you all trespasses’ (Col. 2:13). 
 
And neither doth the blessing stop here. For 
justification immediately follows. ‘Being 
justified freely by his grace, through the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus’ (Rom. 
3:24). And both sanctification and glory 
bring up the rear, in the sure events involved 
in the blessed act of God’s sovereign love, 







Through The Bible Series—2ND JOHN 
 


6 


when, from all eternity, the Lord chose the 
church in Christ Jesus (Eph. 1:4; 1 Cor. 1:30; 
2 Tim. 1:9; Rom. 8:30, 31).” 


 
THE TRUTH’S SAKE 
 
“For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be 
with us for ever” (v. 2). 
 
The word “truth” occurs five times in the first four 
verses. It refers both to Christ and to the doctrine of 
Christ. The two cannot be separated. Truth is more than 
mere facts about Christ. Truth is Christ himself (John 
14:6; 4:24; 8:32; 18:37). 
 
(John 4:24)  "God is a Spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth." 
 
(John 8:32)  "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free." 
 
(John 14:6)  "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me." 
 
(John 18:37)  "Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a 
king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. 
To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every 
one that is of the truth heareth my voice." 
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Christ dwells in us and his Word dwells in us, as an 
inward principle of grace forever (John 17:17; 15:4-
7). 
 
(John 15:4-7)  "Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me. (5) I am the vine, ye 
are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do 
nothing. (6) If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as 
a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast 
them into the fire, and they are burned. (7) If ye abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you." 
 
(John 17:17)  "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word 
is truth." 
 
JOHN’S SALUTATION 
 
“Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the 
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the 
Father, in truth and love” (v. 3). 
 
John’s salutation is like that used by other apostles (1 
Tim. 1:2; Rom 1:7), but he characteristically adds, with 
respect to Christ, that he is the Son of God. This was a 
special issue to John and it appears that he never missed 
a chance to state it emphatically (John 1:1; 10:30; 1 John 
1:3,7; 4:2,15). 
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“In truth and love” — These two words, “truth” and 
“love,” are used repeatedly in this epistle. They are 
companions. They cannot be separated. God is light 
(truth) and God is love. Let them ever be united in our 
minds and hearts. Truth without love becomes stern, 
cold and even cruel. Love without truth (if such were 
possible) would be unstable and without foundation. 
 
GREAT JOY 
 
“I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in 
truth, as we have received a commandment from the 
Father” (v.4). 
 
God’s children rejoice when they find others who are 
God’s children. The Psalmist sang, with regard to God’s 
church, his “elect lady,” — “Lo! Children are an 
heritage of the Lord, and the fruit of the womb is a 
reward” (Ps. 127:3). 
 
Apply these words, as we may to an individual 
household, and see cause for great joy to any parent. To 
see our children walking in truth is, perhaps, the greatest 
boon we can experience in this world as believers. When 
they are blessed with grace, we are blessed with grace! 
 
Even when that is not the case, even when we must, 
like David, look over our sons and daughters with 
sorrow, seeing nothing but Absaloms, Adonijahs, and 
Amnons coming from our loins, let us, as we sigh, 
“although my house is not so with God,” take solace in 
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God’s covenant grace “ordered in all things and sure” (2 
Sam. 23:5). 
 
Apply this to a pastor looking over a local church he 
has served or a church with which he has any 
connection, and the same joy is the expression of a 
faithful pastor’s heart and love. God’s servants dance in 
their hearts when we see his children walking in truth, 
walking with Christ in the blessed truth of Christ 
revealed in the gospel. 
 
It brought great joy to the apostle’s to find the children 
of this elect lady “walking in truth,” living day by day in 
a continual, progressive spirit, attitude and conversation 
which revealed that Christ was in them. They not only 
professed to know Christ, but their conduct and 
conversation revealed a living union with him. This is 
the commandment we have received from the Father 
(Micah 6:8; 1 John 3:18). 
 
(Micah 6:8)  "He hath showed thee, O man, what is 
good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God?" 
 
(1 John 3:16-18)  "Hereby perceive we the love of God, 
because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. (17) But whoso hath this 
world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and 
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him? (18) My little children, 
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let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed 
and in truth." 
 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
 
“And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a 
new commandment unto thee, but that which we had 
from the beginning, that we love one another” (v.5). 
 
This is the same thing John told us in 1 John 2:7,8. He is 
probably referring to the words of our Savior in John 
13:34. It is that which our Lord taught from the 
beginning. How sweetly the life of grace in Christ, leads 
to a life of love. — “As ye have received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk ye in him, rooted and built up in him” 
(Col. 2:6-7). It is impossible to be otherwise. Where 
Christ is, there must be fruitfulness in Christ. Where the 
Spirit of God is the love of Christ shines.  
 
The love John is talking about is much more than warm 
feelings and emotions about God and one another. We 
cannot love one another and walk in love if we do not 
walk in truth, if we do not walk with Christ in the truth 
he reveals in his Word — “And this is love, that we walk 
after his commandments. This is the commandment, 
That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should 
walk in it” (v.6). 
 
ANTICHRIST 
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“For many deceivers are entered into the world, who 
confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is 
a deceiver and an antichrist” (v.7). 
 
“Many deceivers have gone out into the world” — John 
is referring to false teachers and preachers, who are 
described by their character and work. They are seducers 
who cause others to go astray. They pretend to be gospel 
preachers, to love the truth, to be concerned for men's 
souls, and to desire the glory of God. But they handle the 
Word deceitfully. They are impostors (1 John 2:18; 
Matt.7:15,16; 2 Peter 2:1-3). 
 
(Matthew 7:15-16)  "Beware of false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves. (16) Ye shall know them by their 
fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thistles?" 
 
(2 Peter 2:1-3)  "But there were false prophets also 
among the people, even as there shall be false teachers 
among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction. (2) And many 
shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom 
the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. (3) And through 
covetousness shall they with feigned words make 
merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time 
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not." 
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(1 John 2:18)  "Little children, it is the last time: and as 
ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are 
there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the 
last time." 
 
The primary error of these false prophets is their 
denial of the person and work of Christ. They profess 
to believe in Christ as a prophet, teacher, healer, a 
messenger from God, and even the Messiah and the Son 
of God, but they deny him altogether by denying that he 
has come in the flesh and accomplished all that the 
Scriptures declare he would accomplish — The 
redemption and salvation of his people (Dan. 9:24; Isa. 
53:10-11; Matt. 1:21; Heb. 9:12). They do not 
necessarily deny that he came. They deny that he has 
effectually accomplished what he came to do, but assert 
that he merely made redemption and salvation possible. 
 
(Daniel 9:24)  "Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, 
and to anoint the most Holy." 
 
These whom John describes as antichrists deny that 
the Lord Jesus actually… 


• Finished the transgression and made an end of sins. 
• Brought in everlasting righteousness. 
• Fulfilled all the prophets, “sealed up the vision.” 
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• And was anointed as Lord over all because he 
finished the work. 


 
(Isaiah 53:10-11)  "Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise 
him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his 
soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall 
prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall 
prosper in his hand. (11) He shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my 
righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their 
iniquities." 
 
He who is the Christ “shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall be satisfied.” The cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ shall never be discovered a miscarriage! He 
satisfied the justice of God and the justice of God shall 
satisfy him. “He shall see his seed”… 


• Brought out, out of captivity, prison, bondage, and 
the world. 


• Brought in, into his kingdom. 
• Brought up, taught and cared for. 
• Brought home! 


 
(Matthew 1:21)  "And she shall bring forth a son, and 
thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 
people from their sins." 
 
(Hebrews 9:12)  "Neither by the blood of goats and 
calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us." 
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All who deny, either in word or in doctrine, by statement 
or implication, that Jesus Christ is God are deceivers and 
anti-Christ (John 10:30-33; Matt. 1:21-23). 
 
LOOK TO YOURSELVES 
 
“Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which 
we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward” 
(v.8). 
 
This is an exhortation to the elect lady and her children 
to look about them, be aware of these antichrists and 
their doctrine, take care of themselves and beware of 
these false teachers and their doctrines (2 Cor. 11:1-4). 
 
(2 Corinthians 11:1-4)  "Would to God ye could bear 
with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me. (2) 
For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have 
espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as 
a chaste virgin to Christ. (3) But I fear, lest by any 
means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, 
so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ. (4) For if he that cometh preacheth 
another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye 
receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or 
another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might 
well bear with him." 
 
We must take care not to lose, or throw away, those 
things that we have wrought by faith, those things that 
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we profess have been wrought in us by grace, and in the 
end lose our own souls. If we depart from the gospel of 
Christ, there remains no sacrifice for sin (Heb. 10:26; 
6:4-6). Christ is our wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification and redemption (1 Cor. 1:30). If we are 
not redeemed in him, we have no life or hope (Gal. 
4:4,5). Let us persevere in the faith of Christ until we are 
made like him. This shall be our full reward (Heb. 
3:6,14; Col. 1:19-23). 
 
(Colossians 1:19-23)  "For it pleased the Father that in 
him should all fulness dwell; (20) And, having made 
peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile 
all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be 
things in earth, or things in heaven. (21) And you, that 
were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled (22) In the 
body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and 
unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: (23) If ye 
continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have 
heard, and which was preached to every creature which 
is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister." 
 
(Hebrews 3:6)  "But Christ as a son over his own house; 
whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end." 
 
(Hebrews 3:14)  "For we are made partakers of Christ, if 
we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto 
the end." 
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THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST 
 
“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son” 
(v. 9). 
 
“Whosoever transgresseth” —The person who denies 
the doctrine of Christ, the Messiah, has not, knows not 
and believes not God. “The doctrine of Christ” concerns: 


• His person as the Son of God, as truly God, and the 
union of the two natures — divine and human, in 
one person. 


• His offices as Mediator, Surety, Prophet, Priest and 
King. 


• His redemptive work — his obedience, suffering, 
death, resurrection and ascension. 


• His return to judge and to reign. 
 
This is the doctrine of King Messiah, the doctrine of 
redemption and eternal glory. The man who abides in 
the truth of Christ has both the Father and the Son. He 
has an interest in them and a knowledge of them (John 
17:3; 1 John 5:11-13). 
 
RECEIVE THEM NOT 
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“If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, 
receive him not into your house, neither bid him God 
speed” (v.10). 
 
If anyone comes to your church or your home 
(pretending to be a gospel preacher) one who does not 
preach this doctrine but despises and denies it, do not 
allow him to preach in the house of God and do not 
entertain him in your home” (Rom. 16:17; Gal. 1:8,9). 
 
“Neither bid him God speed.” — Do not help him, 
encourage him, or pray for him. Do not give him the 
impression that you are sympathetic with him. 
 
“For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his 
evil deeds” (v.11). — Those who wish false teachers 
well, who encourage them, or who converse with them 
in a friendly and familiar way instead of reproving them 
and shunning them as they ought, are aiding and abetting 
them, supporting them in their attacks on Christ and can 
be considered partakers in their evil deeds. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
John concludes this epistle very graciously, expressing 
his love for these dear saints, and his desire to see them 
face to face, and by conveying to them the greetings of 
another gospel church, the elect sister of this elect lady. 
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“Having many things to write unto you, I would not 
write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, 
and speak face to face, that our joy may be full” (v.12). 
 
Although he had many things to write to them and teach 
them, he preferred not to do so with paper and ink. This 
blessed old man hoped to visit God’s dear saints and talk 
to them personally, so that their joy may be complete. 
 
There is a great value in writing to believers and 
communicating in various ways, but nothing replaces 
personal fellowship, exhortation and encouragement 
(Heb. 10:24,25; 3:13; Col. 3:16). 
 
“The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen” 
(v.13). 
 
Let us learn (especially gospel preachers) from this 
short, but gracious epistle of John the elder, how to 
address God’s elect with words of comfort and 
consolation in Christ. They are to be spoken to 
graciously and affectionately, for comfort and 
edification, to build them up in mutual love, in the 
fellowship of the Truth, in the fellowship of Christ, not 
harshly and bitterly. 
 


“There is nothing more strengthening to the 
Church of God, than when old disciples 
speak to young ones, concerning God’s 
purposes in Christ, as manifested in his 
electing, converting, redeeming, establishing 
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grace! It is blessedly said by one of old, “the 
righteous shall bring forth fruit in his old 
age, to shew that the Lord is upright.” I do 
not presume to say so much, but I humbly 
ask, did not the Lord the Spirit cause this 
Epistle to be sent by John to one Elect Lady, 
to be recorded in the Church, and handed 
down, through the several ages, to the present 
hour, on purpose to teach old saints, and 
especially faithful old ministers, how to 
speak to the elect children of Christ, in the 
several stations and characters as they stand 
in grace?” 


Robert Hawker 
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 Introduction: 
 
(3 John) “The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I 
love in the truth. (2) Beloved, I wish above all things 
that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy 
soul prospereth. (3) For I rejoiced greatly, when the 
brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee, 
even as thou walkest in the truth. (4) I have no greater 
joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. (5) 
Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to 
the brethren, and to strangers; (6) Which have borne 
witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou 
bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou 
shalt do well: (7) Because that for his name's sake they 
went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles. (8) We 
therefore ought to receive such, that we might be 
fellowhelpers to the truth. (9) I wrote unto the church: 
but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence 
among them, receiveth us not. (10) Wherefore, if I come, 
I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating 
against us with malicious words: and not content 
therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, 
and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of 
the church. (11) Beloved, follow not that which is evil, 
but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but 
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he that doeth evil hath not seen God. (12) Demetrius 
hath good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, 
and we also bear record; and ye know that our record is 
true. (13) I had many things to write, but I will not with 
ink and pen write unto thee: (14) But I trust I shall 
shortly see thee, and we shall speak face to face. Peace 
be to thee. Our friends salute thee. Greet the friends by 
name.” 
 
Here is a letter written by the apostle John to his 
beloved son in the faith, Gaius. Gaius was not a pastor, 
preacher, or elder. He was a man whom God had saved, 
a believer, a member of a local church, which had been 
visited by some missionaries. These missionaries were 
traveling about, preaching the gospel to the Gentiles. In 
their journeys they stopped at the town where Gaius 
lived, to visit the brethren there. So Gaius took them into 
his house, fed them, entertained them and lodged them 
for several days, perhaps for several weeks, and when 
they left he gave them some traveling money to help 
with their expenses.  
 
When they got back to the church of which John was 
the pastor, these traveling evangelists, these 
missionaries, could not stop talking about Gaius. 
They told John about him. They told their friends about 
him. They told the whole church about Gaius. When 
John heard these men talking about his spiritual son, his 
heart bubbled up with joy and gratitude. He wrote this 
letter, by the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit, to 
commend Gaius. And he does commend him! He tells us 
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that Gaius loved the gospel (vv. 3-4), that he was faithful 
in all things (v. 5), and that he was generous, charitable 
and hospitable to his brethren, even to those who were 
total strangers (vv. 5-6). Like Abraham, Gaius 
entertained strangers who came to him in the name of 
Christ, and in so doing, he entertained angels unawares 
(Gen. 18:3; Heb. 13:2).  
 
2nd John was written to the elect lady, whom John loved 
in the truth. This epistle is addressed to a man named 
“Gaius, whom,” John also says, “I love in the truth.” 
Truth and love are companions, twin graces that can 
never be separated. This epistle commends truth and 
love displayed in Gaius’ deeds. It is written, “faith 
worketh by love” (Gal. 5:6). 
 
In this epistle we have a clear contrast of three men, 
Gaius, a very gracious man, to whom the epistle is 
addressed, and Diotrephes who was a proud deceiver, 
and Demetrius who was a man of good report. God the 
Holy Spirit directed the John’s heart and pen to write 
this brief epistle for our learning and admonition. He has 
preserved it for us in the Sacred Volume. 
 
GAIUS 
 
(v. 1) “The elder unto the well beloved Gaius, whom I 
love in the truth.” 
 
We see the name “Gaius” four other times in the New 
Testament (Acts 19:29; 20:4; Rom. 16:23; 1 Cor. 1:14). 
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Each time it refers to different men. This man’s name 
was as common in the Roman Empire as the name John 
Smith is today. The Gaius to whom this epistle is 
addressed was a beloved brother who was converted 
under John’s ministry, one of his children in the faith 
and dearly beloved (v. 4). Not only did John love him, 
he was a man “well-beloved” — beloved of God and 
chosen unto eternal salvation in Christ (Jer. 31:3; Eph. 
1:3-6; 2 Thess 2:13) and beloved of his brethren. 
 
Gaius was beloved of those saints who knew him 
because he was a man of great faith, integrity, and 
generosity. He had experienced the grace of God; and 
that made him gracious. He was sound in doctrine and 
sound in heart. Gaius was a loving and lovable man. 
 
PROSPERITY 
 
(v. 2) “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” 
 
The word “above” would be better translated “in.” That 
is obvious in the context in which the word is used. John 
would not desire prosperity in temporal things above 
Gaius’ prosperity in spiritual and eternal things. Yet, his 
love for Gaius and his desires for him included temporal 
things. What he is saying here is — “I wish that you may 
have a prosperous journey through this world and be in 
good health, even as your soul prospers. I pray that the 
Lord will grant his continual, manifest blessings upon 
you.” The Amplified Bible interprets verse 2 this way. 
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— “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in every way 
and [that your body] may keep well, even as [I know] 
your soul keeps well and prospers.” 
 
Physical health is a great blessing and is altogether the 
gift of God’s providential goodness. Among the 
countless promises of God to his people, there are many 
that relate to temporal things (Deut. 28:1-14). 
 
(Deuteronomy 28:1-14)  "And it shall come to pass, if 
thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD 
thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments 
which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God 
will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: (2) 
And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake 
thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD 
thy God. (3) Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and 
blessed shalt thou be in the field. (4) Blessed shall be the 
fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the 
fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks 
of thy sheep. (5) Blessed shall be thy basket and thy 
store. (6) Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, 
and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out. (7) The 
LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee 
to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against 
thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. (8) The 
LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy 
storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; 
and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy 
God giveth thee. (9) The LORD shall establish thee an 
holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if 
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thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy 
God, and walk in his ways. (10) And all people of the 
earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the 
LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee. (11) And the 
LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of 
thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of 
thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy 
fathers to give thee. (12) The LORD shall open unto thee 
his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy 
land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine 
hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou 
shalt not borrow. (13) And the LORD shall make thee 
the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, 
and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto 
the commandments of the LORD thy God, which I 
command thee this day, to observe and to do them: (14) 
And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which 
I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, 
to go after other gods to serve them." 
 
The Scriptures teach us that with regard to all who are 
called of God by the effectual, irresistible grace and 
power of God the Holy Spirit to life and faith in Christ, 
everything for time and eternity prospers and is the 
blessing of God upon us (Rom. 8:28). He that spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, will with 
him freely give us all things (Rom. 8:32). 
 
TEMPORAL THINGS 
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God’s saints in this world are give liberty to use all 
things temporal as we live to serve and honor God our 
Savior. It is written, “all things are yours…and ye are 
Christ’s” (1 Cor. 3:21-23). If the Lord causes us to 
abound in earthly goods and/or in good health, he 
accompanies those blessings with grace sufficient to 
make them prosperous to our souls. When that is the 
case, let us, like Gaius, use such blessings of providence 
“faithfully in whatsoever” we do (v. 5) both in 
connection with our brethren in the church and kingdom 
of God and in connection with the world, doing good to 
all men, and especially to them who are of the household 
of faith. 
 
If the Lord sends adversity he takes out all the bitterness 
of it, still his grace is sufficient. He assures us that this, 
too, is his blessing, the very best thing for us. So that, 
though the fig-tree does not blossom and fruit is not 
found in the vine, though the labor of the olive fail and 
the fields yield no meat, though the flock be cut off from 
the fold and there be no herds in the stall, yet, the child 
of God can, and will say, I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my salvation (Hab. 3:17, 18). 
 
SPIRITUAL THINGS 
 
As in temporal things, so too in spiritual things, the child 
of God is always blessed and prospers. It is written,  
 


"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
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spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ: According as he hath chosen us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blame before 
him: In love having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure of his 
will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in the 
beloved." (Ephesians 1:3-6) 


 
We are blessed, in time and to all eternity, with the 
Father’s love, the Savior’s redemption, and the Holy 
Spirit’s grace. All the blessings of grace so boundlessly 
bestowed upon us from eternity in Christ are gifts of 
God which shall not be taken away, neither in this world 
nor in the world to come (Rom. 11:29). Our God has 
given us peace and pardon, through the blood of the 
cross. He gives us continual manifestations of his 
boundless love. The Lord Jesus comes to bless, comfort, 
and encourage us, and to make himself known to us in 
ways with which he does not deal with the world (John 
14:18-23). 
 
(John 14:18-23)  "I will not leave you comfortless: I will 
come to you. (19) Yet a little while, and the world seeth 
me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live 
also. (20) At that day ye shall know that I am in my 
Father, and ye in me, and I in you. (21) He that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, 
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and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 
(22) Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it 
that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the 
world? (23) Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man 
love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him." 
 


“Who shall describe the out-pourings of 
divine love, or the incomings of divine grace, 
the child of God is continually receiving from 
the Lord, who is blessing him with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus?” 


(Robert Hawker) 
 
ETERNAL THINGS 
 
Regarding eternal blessings, our God has not only given 
us the promise of the life that now is, but of that which is 
to come. Indeed, eternal life is ours now. It is already 
begun in our souls. “He that hath the Son of God hath 
life.” He enjoys it now by faith. — “For faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen” (Heb. 11:1). And faith in Christ is the earnest 
given by the Spirit of glory to come. 
 
GAIUS’ TESTIMONY 
 
(v. 3) “For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came 
and testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou 
walkest in the truth.” 
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Some brethren came to John from the place where Gaius 
lived and told him that Gaius was a man who believed 
the truth of the gospel and that he was a man of a truly 
gracious spirit. He walked before God and men in such a 
way that he was known by God’s saints as one who lived 
for the glory of God. His life was a life that adorned the 
doctrine of God our Savior in all things (Tit. 2:10). The 
report of these men concerning Gaius filled the old 
pastor with joy (v. 4). 
 
(v. 4) “I have no greater joy than to hear that my 
children walk in truth.” 
 
Nothing makes a faithful gospel preacher happier 
than to hear that those to whom he has preached the 
gospel, and for whom he has been the means God used 
to bring them to the knowledge of Christ, believe and 
walk in the truth. We can bestow no greater gift upon 
our friends, and no greater inheritance upon our families, 
than the gospel of Christ. And they can bring no greater 
joy and satisfaction to our hearts than to receive the truth 
and walk therein (Acts 3:2-6; Phile. 20-21). 
 
(Acts 3:2-6)  "And a certain man lame from his mother's 
womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of 
the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them 
that entered into the temple; (3) Who seeing Peter and 
John about to go into the temple asked an alms. (4) And 
Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look 
on us. (5) And he gave heed unto them, expecting to 
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receive something of them. (6) Then Peter said, Silver 
and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." 
 
(Philemon 1:20-21)  "Yea, brother, let me have joy of 
thee in the Lord: refresh my bowels in the Lord. (21) 
Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, 
knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say." 
 
PROPER HONOR 
 
(v. 5) “Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou 
doest to the brethren, and to strangers.” 
 
The Holy Spirit teaches us to give honor to whom honor 
is due (Rev. 13:7). We are not to flatter men, but it is 
altogether proper to honor and commend one another. 
 


Illustration: My Comment to Doug 
 


Here John commends Gaius for his hospitality and 
charity to God’s saints and to strangers who crossed his 
path. He was a kind and generous man, who cared for 
and ministered to the needs of others. Both his heart and 
his home were open to men. He used that which God 
had given him for the benefit of others. Thus, he both 
blessed the lives of many and was blessed of God in his 
own life (Heb. 13:1-2). 
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(Hebrews 13:1-2)  "Let brotherly love continue. (2) Be 
not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares." 
 
Gaius did “faithfully” that which he did. He did not do 
things in a hypocritical and pretentious way, to be seen 
of men and gain their applause. But he did what he did 
because he loved Christ and his people (Matt. 6:1-4). 
 
(Matthew 6:1-4)  "Take heed that ye do not your alms 
before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no 
reward of your Father which is in heaven. (2) Therefore 
when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet 
before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 
in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I 
say unto you, They have their reward. (3) But when thou 
doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right 
hand doeth: (4) That thine alms may be in secret: and thy 
Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee 
openly." 
 
(v. 6) “Which have borne witness of thy charity before 
the church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey 
after a godly sort, thou shalt do well.” 
 
This 6th verse makes it clear that the “strangers” referred 
to in verse 5 were traveling preachers, evangelists 
(missionaries), who were strangers to Gaius before they 
came to his town. They testified before the church at 
Ephesus of his love, friendship and care of them. They 
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were greatly moved by his spirit of grace and love and 
gave thanks to God for the grace of God in him. 
 
SUPPORTING MISSIONARIES 
 
Notice what John tells us here about the support of 
gospel preachers, particularly about the support of 
missionaries. — “Whom if thou bring forward on their 
journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well.” In 2nd 
John, he warned us not to support those false teachers 
and preachers who come preaching “another gospel” (2 
John 10-11). Here he tells us that we do well to aid 
God's children and to help make their journey through 
this world to be more pleasant — especially those who 
are traveling missionaries (Matt. 10:42; 2 Kings 4:8-10). 
 
(Matthew 10:42)  "And whosoever shall give to drink 
unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in 
the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in 
no wise lose his reward." 
 
 (2 Kings 4:8-10)  "And it fell on a day, that Elisha 
passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she 
constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft 
as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. (9) 
And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive 
that this is an holy man of God, which passeth by us 
continually. (10) Let us make a little chamber, I pray 
thee, on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a 
table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, 
when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither." 
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In verses 7 and 8 he tells us why we do well in 
supporting those brethren who go forth in the name 
of Christ preaching the gospel. 
 
(vv. 7-8) “Because that for his name's sake they went 
forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles. We therefore ought 
to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the 
truth.” 
 
These men have gone out from home and family for 
Christ's sake. They are not supported by the heathen to 
whom they preach, taking nothing from them, lest the 
gospel be reproached. Freely we have received and 
freely we give. We ought to support and provide for 
such men. In doing so we are fellow-laborers and 
fellow-helpers to the truth. It is a great privilege to 
preach the gospel and an equal privilege and blessing to 
provide for those who preach it, for in doing so we also 
serve the cause of the gospel. 
 
The only proper reason for the existence of any local 
church in this world is the furtherance of the gospel. 
The church exists on earth only for the preaching of the 
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. The church of God is a 
sounding board for the gospel. It is our responsibility to 
use every means at our disposal to proclaim the gospel 
of Christ as fully and universally as we possibly can to 
the generation in which we live. We have no other 
commission (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 
24:46-48; Acts 1:8). One of the most effective means 
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we have of preaching the gospel, in any age, is gospel 
missions, sending out missionaries to preach the good 
news of redemption and grace in Christ around the 
world.  
 
When I first moved to Danville, Kentucky, and assumed 
the pastoral responsibilities of Grace Baptist Church, 
before we had a house of worship, before we began any 
other work, before the church was able to support the 
pastor as they desired, I asked the men and women of 
Grace Church to make a commitment to the support of 
gospel missionaries. We had no visible means of doing 
so. But I was convinced then, as I am now, that where 
there is a will to give God will supply the ability to 
give. As in all other things, our people rallied to their 
pastor's request. (Some of those saints make great 
personal sacrifices to support their pastor, those faithful 
men who preach the gospel in foreign countries and 
needy pastors and churches in our own country. I cannot 
sufficiently express my thanks to God for them, or 
commend them too highly.) Today it is our privilege to 
assist in the regular support of six faithful missionaries 
and their families, and we have never lacked anything 
needed for the work at home. 
 
God honors those who honor him, and our 
congregation has been blessed of God, greatly blessed, 
since the day we began supporting these missionaries. 
We have lost nothing, but gained much, as our Lord 
promised (Luke 6:38). 
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(Luke 6:38)  "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with 
the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be 
measured to you again." 
 
In the future I intend to call upon myself and our church 
family to make greater sacrifices, to give more and do 
more for the cause of Christ, so that any man whom God 
raises up to preach the gospel of Christ anywhere in the 
world will not lack material support for his family. 
Why? Why do I ask for such commitment? Why do I 
call upon God's people to give to missions? Why should 
we support missionaries? Let me give you some plain, 
biblical answers to that question. 
 
WHAT IS A MISSIONARY? 
 
First let me clearly define what a missionary is. The 
word “missionary” is not used in the Bible, but that 
should not disturb us. Neither is the word “Trinity”. We 
practice missions, as we believe the doctrine of the 
Trinity, because the concept is clearly taught in Holy 
Scripture. The biblical word for missionary is 
“evangelist.” Paul and Barnabas were missionaries 
sent out from the church at Antioch to preach the gospel 
to the Gentiles (Acts 13:1-3). Philip the evangelist was 
a missionary (Acts 21:8). All pastors are to do the work 
of an evangelist, or missionary (2 Tim. 4:5). But God 
has given some to his church who are specifically 
called to be missionaries or evangelists (Eph. 4:11).  
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A missionary is a man. — No woman can serve as an 
evangelist, for an evangelist is a preacher and God does 
not call women to preach the gospel (1 Cor. 14:35; 1 
Tim. 2:11-12). The wife of a missionary, that is, of an 
evangelist, is not herself a missionary in the true sense of 
the word, however much she may be an excellent wife to 
her husband, any more than the fact of being the wife of 
the President makes the First Lady herself the President 
of the United States.  
 
A missionary is a man with God's message. — First 
and foremost, like every other man called to the work of 
the gospel, the missionary is a preacher. If a man is not 
gifted to preach, he cannot serve as a missionary. And 
the message he preaches is, and must be, the gospel of 
God's free and sovereign grace in Christ. The 
missionary is a proclaimer of good news; and the good 
news he proclaims is the redemption Christ 
accomplished for sinners.  
 
A missionary is a man with God's mission. — 
Missionaries are men called and gifted of God to 
establish churches, train pastors and help establish 
those pastors and churches in the gospel of the grace 
of God, so that they might carry on the work of the 
gospel for the years to come. Medical missionaries, 
educational missionaries and cultural missionaries are 
not true missionaries and should not be supported by 
local churches. Missionaries are men who have a 
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mission from God, and their mission is to preach the 
gospel of Christ.  
 
With these things in mind, I want us to examine what the 
Spirit of God teaches in these verses of 3rd John about 
the church's responsibility to missionaries. After 
highly commending this man, Gaius, for all that he had 
done, John urged him to do even more. Realizing that 
God's servants are to be supported entirely by the 
generous, free, voluntary gifts of his people, John gave 
Gaius, and us, four reasons why we should support 
missionaries. 
 
1. It is pleasing to God for us to do so. 
 
John told Gaius that when God's servants come to our 
town, we are not only to care for them while they are 
with us, but we are to “bring (them) forward on their 
journey after a godly sort” (v. 6).  
 
It is the responsibility of local churches to provide all 
those things which God's servants need to carry on 
their work. Missionaries have all the earthly needs that 
the rest of us have and many that we do not have. They 
must have homes, food and clothing for their families. 
They must provide health care for their households. 
They have to educate their children, and they have to 
have some means of transport, just like we do. In 
addition to these things, every expense for the work on 
the field comes out of the missionary's pocket! 
Whatever it takes to keep faithful men free of earthly 
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care, so that they may give themselves whole-
heartedly to the work of the ministry, we must do!  
 
John tells us that this is a “godly sort” of work. The 
marginal translation of these words is: this is a work 
“worthy of God”. It is a work becoming to those who 
serve God. If we do this, if we support God's servants in 
the work of the gospel, we do well. This is a work 
pleasing to God. God delights to see those who love 
Christ showing their love by generosity towards his 
servants (2 Cor. 9:7).  
 
2. We should give “for his name's sake.”  
 
“For his name's sake they went forth” (v.7). — And “for 
his name's sake” we must supply their needs. There is 
only one thing that compels the true servant of God to 
take his wife and children to a remote, far distant 
country, to preach the gospel, leaving behind the 
comforts of his homeland, the company of his friends 
and the warmth of his family: he is motivated by a 
burning jealousy for the name of Christ (Rom. 1:5, 16-
17).  
 
That same burning jealousy for Christ's name inspires 
God's saints to give of their means to supply those men 
with the support they need. Every believer wants all 
men and women to hear the gospel of Christ, so that 
our great Savior may be known, trusted, worshipped 
and glorified throughout the world. The best means 
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we have of accomplishing that great goal is giving of our 
means to support faithful gospel-preaching missionaries.  
 
Our Lord is so highly honored by the service of those 
whom he sends out to preach the gospel that he counts 
anything we do for them as having been done for him 
(Matt. 10:40-42), and indeed it is. God's servants are his 
ambassadors. Those men who faithfully preach the 
gospel of God's free and sovereign grace in Christ (the 
gospel of his electing love, accomplished redemption, 
effectual grace and saving fulness) are God's 
representatives and spokesmen in this world (2 Cor. 
5:18-21). Anything we do to one of God's ambassadors 
we do to him. Anything done for God's ambassador is 
done for him; and anything done against God's 
ambassador is done against him.  
 
3. Faithful men have no other means of support.  
 
“Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking 
nothing of the Gentiles” (v. 7). — These men preached 
to the Gentiles freely, refusing to seek, or even take 
financial support from unbelievers.  
 
There are three things I want to say about preachers 
and money. I know what the people of this world think, 
and I know that the preachers of this world have a 
terrible reputation regarding money. Preachers, as a 
whole, are the poorest credit risks in our society. They 
have a terrible reputation for living beyond their means 
and not paying their bills. That is horribly shameful! But 
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we must never make the mistake of stereotyping God's 
servants with the characteristics of religious hirelings. 
God's servants are worthy of our generous support. 
Because they are faithful to Christ, the gospel of his 
grace and the souls of men, they have no means of 
support other than the generosity of God's people. There 
are three things we need to know about God's servants.  
 
First, God's servants do not preach for earthly gain. 
These men described by John “went forth, taking 
nothing of the Gentiles.” They did not go out seeking 
men's goods. They went forth seeking men's souls. It is 
never hard to tell whether a preacher is seeking your 
goods, or the good of your soul. If he spends the bulk of 
his time talking about your goods (health, wealth and 
prosperity), you can be sure the rogue is after your 
money! If he spends his time and energy speaking to you 
about Christ and your soul, it is because he is seeking 
the good of your soul.  
 
Paul condemned those pretentious, self-motivated, 
covetous, greedy false prophets who make merchandise 
of men's souls and prostitute the gospel for gain (2 Cor. 
2:17; 1 Thess. 2:5-9). God's servants do not seek 
personal gain. They will not enrich themselves by the 
gospel. It would be impossible to make a faithful pastor 
or missionary rich. If he is faithful, that which he does 
not need he will give to someone who does. He has no 
desire to hoard up money, lands or jewels. Can you 
imagine a rich prophet or apostle? Ridiculous!  
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Second, our Lord expressly forbids his servants to 
solicit support, especially from unbelievers. When he 
sent his disciples out to preach, he said, “Go not from 
house to house” (Luke 10:7). That means, “Do not go 
begging, soliciting help, or in any way implying that the 
cause of Christ, his church, his gospel, or his servants 
depend upon the aid and support of men.  
 
If I am God's servant, material, monetary, earthly 
considerations have nothing to do with what, where, 
when, or how I preach. In over thirty-five years of 
preaching, I have never asked anyone for a penny, nor 
even allowed the consideration of cost or expense to 
enter into any decision regarding the work of the 
ministry. I am God's servant, and God meets my needs. 
This church is God's church, and God supplies our 
needs. We will not dishonor our heavenly Father by 
begging and groveling before men for a little money. I 
speak from personal experience, but what I have said is 
true of all who truly serve our God. Any man who begs 
for money in the name of Christ, promising rewards 
from God if people give him their money, or implying 
that God's work might fail if they do not, is a liar and a 
false prophet.  
 
Third, the Lord Jesus also forbids his servants to 
make provision for themselves (Matt. 10:9-10; Luke 
10:4-7). He commands that all who preach the gospel 
are to live by the gospel (1 Cor. 9:14). 
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(Matthew 10:9-10)  "Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor 
brass in your purses, (10) Nor scrip for your journey, 
neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the 
workman is worthy of his meat." 
 
(Luke 10:4-7)  "Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: 
and salute no man by the way. (5) And into whatsoever 
house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house. (6) And 
if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it: 
if not, it shall turn to you again. (7) And in the same 
house remain, eating and drinking such things as they 
give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from 
house to house." 
 
God's servants should not have to provide for 
themselves, and it is wrong for local churches to make it 
necessary for them to do so by being, selfish, niggardly 
misers. No servant of God, no man who truly 
ministers to the souls of men, should be required to 
provide even a piece of bread for himself or his 
family. It is the responsibility of local churches to take 
care of those who preach the gospel and to see that those 
who preach the gospel live by the gospel. The less 
earthly care a pastor or missionary has, the freer he is to 
give himself to the work of the ministry (prayer, study, 
preaching, writing, etc.); and the more he gives himself 
to these things, the more useful he is in the cause of 
Christ.  
 
Not only is this the responsibility of local churches, it is 
what God's churches in fact do. God's saints are not 
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misers! If God is in any work, anywhere in the world, 
God will supply the needs of that work through the 
free, voluntary, generous gifts of his people. Anything 
that has to be primed, pumped, pushed, pulled and 
promoted by men is not of God.  
 
4. By our loving, free generous support of God's 


faithful servants, we become “fellow-helpers to the 
truth” (v. 8). 


 
When we supply a man's needs, so that he can preach the 
gospel of Christ freely to others, we become allies with 
him in the work of preaching the gospel. What a 
privilege! The work of the ministry is God's work, but 
God does his work through the labors of faithful men, 
through the preaching of the gospel. And these men do 
their work by the generosity of faithful men and women, 
who work hard and freely give of their means, so that 
the gospel may be preached freely around the world.  
 
God's church is one, and we are one with those 
missionaries we are privileged to support. Their 
cause is our cause; their work is our work, and their 
reward is our reward.  
 
The next time we have the opportunity to show 
hospitality to, entertain, give to, or do anything for, one 
of God's servants, let us remember these things:  


• This is a work that is pleasing to God.  
• This is a work that is done by faith in and for the 


honor of Christ's name.  
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• This is a work done for worthy men, men who 
have forsaken all to preach the gospel. They are 
worthy to live by the gospel.  


• By these things we are “fellow-helpers to the 
truth.” 


 
Let each one of us do whatever God gives us the 
opportunity and the ability to do for Christ, his servants 
and the furtherance of the gospel, and let us pray that 
God will continue to raise up men to preach the gospel 
of his free grace in the Lord Jesus Christ for the 
salvation of his elect and the glory of his own great 
name. — “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers 
are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he would send forth laborers into his harvest” (Luke 
10:2).  
 
DIOTREPHES 
 
(v. 9) “I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who 
loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth 
us not.” 
 
John wrote a letter to the church of which Gaius was a 
member. It was a letter of instruction, counsel and 
apostolic orders. But Diotrephes, who was evidently an 
officer in the church (perhaps the pastor), refused to 
accept his instruction and counsel, because he loved to 
have preeminence. He wanted people to honor and 
follow him. He craved recognition. Pastor Henry Mahan 
wrote, “Everything in a church ought to be done by 
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pastor and people in love, meekness and with mutual 
consent, with each seeking the glory of Christ and the 
good of all (Phil. 2:3-8; Rom. 12:3, 10:1; 1 Cor. 4:6,7).” 
Diotrephes did what he did for the glory of Diotrephes! 
He was one of those wolves in sheep’s clothing Paul told 
the church at Ephesus would arise from their midst 
“speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after 
them” (Acts 20:30). 
 
(v. 10) “Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds 
which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: 
and not content therewith, neither doth he himself 
receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, 
and casteth them out of the church.” 
 
John was determined, when he next visited the church, 
to expose this wicked man to the church and reprove 
him for his deeds (Gal. 2:11). He describes Diotrephes 
as one who spoke prating (empty) things against him and 
other faithful servants of God. How common 
Diotrephes’ behavior is to this day among self-serving 
preachers! True servants of God, true preachers of the 
gospel are prated against not only by men of the world, 
but also by professors of religion. That which is spoken 
against them is just “prating,” silly, idle and empty 
slanders. Such slanders take up any little matter and rail 
against faithful men in order to hurt their character, spoil 
their usefulness and render their labors ineffective. But 
all their railing and prating is only to exalt themselves in 
the eyes of the people (1 Tim. 5:19; 2 Cor. 10:10). 
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Diotrephes was not satisfied with speaking against the 
John and his ministry. He refused to receive the 
preachers and missionaries sent by John. He threatened 
to cast those who received them out of the church.  
 
(v. 11) “Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that 
which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that 
doeth evil hath not seen God.” 
 
The apostle here tells Gaius and us not to follow 
Diotrephes’ wickedness. Such as pride, ambition, love of 
preeminence and self-exaltation is to be rebuked and 
those who engage in it are to be rejected as evil men 
(Titus 3:1,2; Jams 4:11; Eph. 4:31,32). He who 
manifests the grace and spirit of Christ in attitude and 
action is of God, and he who does not has evidently not 
experienced the grace of God and does not know God at 
all (1 John 4:6-8, 20-21). 
 
DEMETRIUS 
 
(v. 12) “Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of 
the truth itself: yea, and we also bear record; and ye 
know that our record is true.” 
 
Demetrius was a man whose character, like Gaius’, was 
exactly opposite to that of Diotrephes. His was an 
example to be followed. Demetrius was kind, 
considerate and gracious. He had a good reputation and 
report. He was loved and respected by all who knew 
him. 
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It is sad, but terribly common, that trouble makers and 
those of a critical spirit find many followers. Let those 
who are wise mark the man of a Christ-like attitude and 
a loving spirit and follow his example. John bore record 
to the character of Demetrius, and we know that his 
word is true and dependable.” 
 
Diotrephes and Demetrius are known to us only by 
name. Robert Hawker wrote of them, “How different 
their characters were! How opposed while they lived! 
How differently regarded when they died. How opposite 
in the esteem of the Church, through all ages! And how 
everlastingly opposite, if dying as they are here said to 
have lived, through all the eternal world? Reader! How 
blessed to have a good report of all men; yea, and of the 
truth itself, which is Christ (John 14:6). Oh! For the 
whisper of Jesus, in a dying hour, to confirm his grace in 
the soul, as manifested in a living hour; that both in life 
and in death the soul be found in him (Isa. 43:1-4).” 
 
(vv. 13-14) “I had many things to write, but I will not 
with ink and pen write unto thee: But I trust I shall 
shortly see thee, and we shall speak face to face. Peace 
be to thee. Our friends salute thee. Greet the friends by 
name.” 
 
REFLECTIONS 
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I cannot conclude this study of 3rd John in a more 
edifying way than by giving you Robert Hawker’s 
reflections upon these fourteen verses of Inspiration. 
 


“What a beautiful view is here afforded, of 
the beloved Apostle in his pastoral office, 
addressing the faithful Gaius, beloved in the 
Lord. To behold the venerable saint of God, 
amidst all the infirmities of declining years, 
thus blessing God, and blessing the servant of 
God, in his wishes both for spiritual and 
temporal prosperity. 
 
But while we look at John, who justly 
commands our veneration and our love, let us 
look infinitely above John, and behold John’s 
Lord still blessing all his church; and every 
Gaius of his redeemed family below, with 
blessings in himself.  
 
Precious, precious Jesus! We desire to praise 
thee for all that is lovely, in the disciple 
whom Jesus loved; for all that is lovely in 
John, was, and is derived from thee! Lord! 
Hasten on thy blessed purposes, and bring on 
thy glorious day when thou wilt come to be 
glorified in thy saints, and to be admired in 
all that believe! To thee, Lord, it belongs, to 
keep thy Church from falling, and to present 
it faultless before the presence of thy glory 
with exceeding joy. In the blessed hope of 
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thy appearing, may all thy Church in thee, 
and through thee, daily ascribe to Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, Israel’s God in 
covenant, endless praises. Amen. 








Sermon #32           Bible Survey Notes 
 
 Title:      JONAH 
     “Salvation is of the LORD!” 
 Text:   Jonah 1:1-3 
 Readings: Bob Duff & Larry Brown 
 Subject:  The Providence And Grace Of God. 
 Tape #  X-91a 
 Introduction: 
 
The Book of Jonah, though it is found in the minor 
prophets, is not really a prophecy at all. It is an inspired 
autobiography. It is a book written by Jonah as he was 
directed by God the Holy Spirit. The purpose of the 
book is to show God’s providence and grace in the 
life of his servant Jonah, and to give us a vivid 
picture of our Savior’s death, burial, and 
resurrection.  
 
This man, Jonah, was the insignificant son of an 
insignificant man in an insignificant place. He was the 
son of Amittai of Gath-hepher (2 Kings 14:25) in 
Galilee. Gath-hepher was a city that belonged to the 
tribe of Zebulun in a remote corner of Israel. But God 
chose Jonah as an object of his grace and ordained him 
to be a prophet in Israel of great usefulness. 
 
Proposition: I want you to see that the life of Jonah, 
as it is recorded in this book, is a marvelous and 
instructive picture of God’s providence and grace in 
the lives of his people. 
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As the Book of Jonah opens, Jonah is already a prophet 
of God, a man of faith, a servant of the Lord. But he had 
much to learn. Look at verses 1 and 2.–“Now the word 
of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 
Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; 
for their wickedness is come up before me.” Why Jonah 
did not want to go to Nineveh, we are not specifically 
told, until we get to chapter 4. It appears that this man of 
God did not want to go to Nineveh because of his racial 
prejudice against the Assyrians who lived there! He did 
not want God to have mercy upon Nineveh (4:2). 
 
So, we read in verse 3,–“Jonah rose up to flee unto 
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.” This is where 
Jonah’s troubles began. And this is where our story 
begins. When Jonah made up his mind to rebel against 
the revealed will of God, he went down to Joppa and 
very conveniently, (He probably convinced himself that 
it was an act of God’s providence to lead him in the path 
he had chosen!), “He found a ship going to Tarshish.” 
But read the next line. “So he paid the fare thereof!” If 
you choose the rebel’s path, be warned. When you get 
on that ship, like it or not, you have pay the fare thereof, 
and what a great price it is! 
 
Some of you here are just like Jonah. God has spoken 
to you. He has revealed to you what you must do. 
Perhaps he has spoken to you by the gospel, calling you 
to follow Christ. Perhaps he has called you to a specific 
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area of service in his kingdom. Perhaps he has called 
you to a specific task or responsibility for the glory of 
his name. But you have thus far refused to hear his 
voice. You are now fleeing from the Lord. And God 
may let you flee for awhile. But you will have to pay the 
fare thereof! 
 
Divisions: I want you to keep your Bibles open on your 
laps. I want you to follow me through the book of Jonah. 
If the Lord will graciously enable me to preach this 
message to your hearts, I want to show you five things 
the Lord God prepared in his providence specifically for 
Jonah, the object of his mercy, love and grace. 
 
1. “The Lord sent out a great wind into the sea” (1:4). 
2. “The Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up 


Jonah” (1:17). 
3. “The Lord God prepared a gourd” (4:6). 
4. “God prepared a worm” (4:7). 
5. “God prepared a vehement east wind”  
6. And all of this God did that he might prepare his 


servant, Jonah, to be an instrument of usefulness in 
his kingdom. 


 
A GREAT WIND 
 
I.  First, we read in chapter 1 verse 4 that “THE LORD 


SENT OUT A GREAT WIND INTO THE SEA.” 
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No sooner had the ship set sail for Tarshish than a storm 
arose, nearly destroying the ship. Everyone was panic 
stricken. The captain and the sailors all got very 
religious in the face of death and began to call on their 
gods (v. 5). But there was one man on the ship who 
knew what was happening. Jonah knew that this great 
storm had arisen for his sake (v. 12). 
 
Jonah 1:12  "And he said unto them, Take me up, and 
cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto 
you: for I know that FOR MY SAKE this great tempest 
is upon you." 
 
Be sure you learn this lesson—Everything that comes 
to pass in this world comes to pass by the hand of 
God, and comes to pass for the sake of God’s elect (2 
Cor. 4:15; 1 Cor. 3:21; 2 Cor. 5:18). 
 
1 Corinthians 3:21  "Therefore let no man glory in 
men. For all things are yours." 
 
2 Corinthians 4:15  "For all things are for your sakes, 
that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving 
of many redound to the glory of God." 
 
2 Corinthians 5:18  "And all things are of God, who 
hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation." 
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A.  Though, Jonah was determined to forsake God, 
God determined that he would not allow him to 
forsake him! 


 
“The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, 
the Lord knoweth them that are his.” And, though many 
times it is true of us as it was of Jonah, we turn from him 
in unbelief, yet, it is a faithful saying, “If we believe not, 
he abideth faithful!” (2 Tim. 2:19, 13). 
 


Illustration: Peter 
 


B.  Though Jonah sought to flee from his 
responsibilities as a believer, the Lord graciously 
forced him to confess his faith before an 
unbelieving mob (vv. 8-12). 


 
Jonah 1:8-12  "Then said they unto him, Tell us, we 
pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is 
thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy 
country? and of what people art thou? (9) And he said 
unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the 
God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry 
land. (10) Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and 
said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men 
knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, 
because he had told them. (11) Then said they unto him, 
What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm 
unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous. (12) 
And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth 
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into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I 
know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you." 
 


• “I am an Hebrew,” a child of God’s election. 
• “I fear God,” the one true and living God. 
• “I have rebelled against my Lord.” 
• Obviously, he also told them something about the 


mission of mercy the Lord had sent him upon, his 
absolute sovereignty, and his justice. 


 
In verse ten we are told that he told them what he had 
done. And in verse fourteen we see that they knew 
something about who God is! 
 
Jonah 1:14  "Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and 
said, We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us 
not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us 
innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it 
pleased thee." 
 
C.  Before the day was over, God was glorified 


before all who were in the ship (vv. 13-16). 
 
Jonah 1:13-16  "Nevertheless the men rowed hard to 
bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea 
wrought, and was tempestuous against them. (14) 
Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We 
beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not 
perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent 
blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee. 
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(15) So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the 
sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. (16) Then the 
men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a 
sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows." 
 
So great is our God that even the wrath of man praises 
him. He so sovereignly rules all things that even the 
shameful deeds of his disobedient children shall 
ultimately cause men to praise his holy name, both for 
his faithfulness and for his sovereignty. 
 
A WILLING SUBSTITUTE 
 
“Behold, a greater than Jonah is here!” ― The Lord 
Jesus tells us plainly that Jonah was a type of himself. It 
is Christ himself who gives us the true, full meaning and 
significance of Jonah’s experiences. Jonah, he tells us, 
was a sign both to the Ninevites and to all future 
generations (Luke 11:29-30). 
 
(Luke 11:29-30)  "And when the people were gathered 
thick together, he began to say, This is an evil 
generation: they seek a sign; and there shall no sign be 
given it, but the sign of Jonas the prophet. {30} For as 
Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall also the 
Son of man be to this generation." 
 
D.  And in this first chapter of Jonah, we see a very 


clear, instructive picture of our all-glorious Christ 
and his great sacrifice for us. 
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1. There was a mighty, tempestuous storm raging 


against these mariners, threatening them with 
immediate death (vv. 4 & 11). ― A Type of God’s 
Wrath. 


2. When they cast lots, to determine who must be 
sacrificed, the lot fell on Jonah (v. 7; Pro. 16:33; 
Acts 2:23-24). ― The Lord Jesus Christ was 
delivered to death by the hands of men, by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God. 


 
(Prov 16:33)  "The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole 
disposing thereof is of the LORD." 
 
(Acts 2:23-24)  "Him, being delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 
{24} Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains 
of death: because it was not possible that he should be 
holden of it." 
 


3. When Jonah saw that these men were about to be 
slain in the storm of God’s wrath, he voluntarily 
offered himself as a substitute sacrifice to die in 
their stead, to suffer the wrath of God in their stead 
(v. 12; John 10:17-18). 


4. As soon as Jonah was cast into the raging sea of 
God’s wrath and judgment, “the sea ceased from 
her raging” (v. 15; Rom. 8:1; Gal. 3:13). 
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5. All for whom Jonah gave his life were saved from 
death and worshipped God. (v. 16). 


 
(Jonah 1:16)  "Then the men feared the LORD 
exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and 
made vows." 
 
A GREAT FISH 
 
II.  Secondly, we read in chapter 1 verse 17 that “THE 


LORD HAD PREPARED A GREAT FISH TO 
SWALLOW UP JONAH.” 


 
Jonah 1:17  "Now the LORD had prepared a great fish 
to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the 
fish three days and three nights." 
 
God first prepared a storm. Then he prepared a fish. We 
do not know what kind of fish it was. Here it is called “a 
great fish.” In the New Testament it is called “a whale” 
(Matt. 12:40). The word used in both places refers not to 
specific species, but to a huge sea creature, or sea 
monster (a dragon). It may have been a great whale, a 
great shark, or a sea creature specifically prepared by 
God made to swallow Jonah whole without killing him, 
a fish in which Jonah could live for three days and three 
nights, and a fish that would spit him out at the 
appointed time. 
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A.  Jonah’s experience in this passage is a typical 
representation of the accomplishment of our 
redemption by Christ (Matt. 12:40). 


 
Matthew 12:40  "For as Jonas was three days and three 
nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be 
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth." 
 
Our Lord Jesus, when he was made to be sin for us, was 
swallowed up in the sea of God’s wrath and slain as our 
Substitute. As a dead man, his body was cast into the 
heart of the earth, the tomb of death. But three days 
later, the Son of God, our Redeemer, arose from the 
tomb victorious over death, hell, and the grave. His 
resurrection is the proof that he has, by the sacrifice of 
himself as our Substitute, put away all the sins of his 
people, which were imputed to him. As Jonah appeared 
to the Ninevites as one brought back from the dead to 
bring them repentance and forgiveness, so the Lord 
Jesus Christ is revealed in the hearts of chosen sinners as 
One raised from the dead to give repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins by the merits of his sacrifice (Acts 
5:30-31; Rom. 1:1-6). 
 
(Acts 5:30-31)  "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, 
whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. {31} Him hath God 
exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." 
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(Rom 1:1-6)  "Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to 
be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, {2} 
(Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the 
holy scriptures,) {3} Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to 
the flesh; {4} And declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead: {5} By whom we have 
received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith 
among all nations, for his name: {6} Among whom are 
ye also the called of Jesus Christ:" 
 
B.  Jonah’s deliverance from the belly of this great 


fish is a picture of every believer’s experience of 
grace (2:1-10). 


 
Jonah 2  "THEN Jonah prayed unto the LORD his 
God out of the fish's belly, (2) And said, I cried by 
reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard 
me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my 
voice. (3) For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the 
midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: 
all thy billows and thy waves passed over me. (4) Then I 
said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again 
toward thy holy temple. (5) The waters compassed me 
about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round about, 
the weeds were wrapped about my head. (6) I went 
down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her 
bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my 
life from corruption, O LORD my God. (7) When my 
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soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: and my 
prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. (8) 
They that observe lying vanities forsake their own 
mercy. (9) But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of 
thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. 
Salvation is of the LORD. (10) And the LORD spake 
unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry 
land." 
 
“Behold, a greater than Jonah is here!” ― The Lord 
Jesus is obviously portrayed here. None but the incarnate 
God could suffer the eternity of God’s wrath in a single 
day. 


• He is described as suffering the very this recorded 
here (Ps. 69:1-4). 


• He cried unto the Lord, just as Jonah did here (Ps. 
22). 


• He promised, in the midst of his anguish, to praise 
God in the congregation (Ps. 22:25). 


• None but Christ could pay what he vowed to the 
Lord (Ps. 22:25). 


• He declared the very thing Jonah did ― “Salvation 
is of the LORD” (Ps. 22:28; 37:39). 


 
Still, these verses portray every believer’s experience 
of grace. 
 
There is a lot of debate these days about when a person 
is saved. In my opinion the debate is nothing but useless 
strife. The question, “When were you saved?”, was 
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never raised by any apostle of Christ and never 
addressed to any of his saints. But this much I know, 
whenever a sinner is saved by the grace of God, he is 
taught of God. And when a man is taught of God there 
are some things he experiences. A person is saved 
when… 
 
1.  With the awareness of God’s just wrath upon him he 


calls upon God for mercy (The Publican) (See Psalm 
107.) (v. 2). 


 
Jonah 2:1-2  " THEN Jonah prayed unto the LORD 
his God out of the fish's belly, And said, I cried by 
reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard 
me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my 
voice." 
 
2.  From the depths of his corruption he looks to Christ 


in faith (vv. 3-7). 
 
Jonah 2:3-7  "For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in 
the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me 
about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me. (4) 
Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look 
again toward thy holy temple. (5) The waters compassed 
me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round 
about, the weeds were wrapped about my head. (6) I 
went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth 
with her bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou 
brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God. 
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(7) When my soul fainted within me I remembered the 
LORD: and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy 
temple." 
 
3.  He comes to know the One true and living God (v. 8; 


John 17:3). 
 
Jonah 2:8  "They that observe lying vanities forsake 
their own mercy." 
 
John 17:3  "And this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent." 
 
4.  God lifts him up from the miry pit of corruption by 


his almighty grace (v. 6). 
 
Jonah 2:6  "I went down to the bottoms of the 
mountains; the earth with her bars was about me for 
ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, 
O LORD my God." 
 
5.  From the depths of his inmost soul he acknowledges 


and confesses that “Salvation is of the Lord!” (v. 9). 
 


• Salvation is of the Lord’s purpose. 
• Salvation is of the Lord’s purchase. 
• Salvation is of the Lord’s power. 
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Once the Lord caused the great fish to spit Jonah out, the 
word of the Lord came to him the second time. And 
Jonah hit the ground running to go to Nineveh and 
preach the preaching that God told him to preach (2:10–
3:10). It is written, “Thy people shall be willing in the 
day of thy power” (Psa. 110:3). 
 


• Jonah proclaimed God’s message. ― When God 
intends to be gracious to sinners he sends his 
Word to heal them! 


 
• The whole city of Nineveh repented (120,000 


infants!). 
 


• The Ninevites reasoned like any condemned 
sinners should (3:9). 


 
Jonah 3:9  "Who can tell if God will turn and repent, 
and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?" 
 


• When sinners hear God’s Word and turn to him in 
repentance, they obtain mercy (3:10). 


 
Jonah 3:10  "And God saw their works, that they turned 
from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he 
had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not." 
 
It was not that God saw their outward works of putting 
on sackcloth and ashes and fasting; but their inward 
works, their faith in him, and repentance towards him. 
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These inward works of repentance and faith are the fruit 
of his grace. They were wrought in them by God and 
were attended with fruits and works meet for repentance, 
in that they forsook their former course of life and 
refrained from it. The repentance of these men is spoken 
of with commendation by Christ, and as what would rise 
up in judgment, and condemn the men of his own earthly 
generation (Matt. 12:41). 
 


• Then, in chapter four we read that Jonah got mad 
at God for his mercy upon Nineveh and went out to 
pout (4:1-5). 


 
Jonah 4:1-5  "But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and 
he was very angry. (2) And he prayed unto the LORD, 
and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, 
when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before 
unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, 
and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and 
repentest thee of the evil. (3) Therefore now, O LORD, 
take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for 
me to die than to live. (4) Then said the LORD, Doest 
thou well to be angry? (5) So Jonah went out of the city, 
and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a 
booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see 
what would become of the city." 
 
A GOURD 
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III.  Now look at chapter 4 verse 6. Here is the third 
thing God did for Jonah–“THE LORD GOD 
PREPARED A GOURD AND MADE IT TO COME 
UP OVER JONAH, THAT IT MIGHT BE A 
SHADOW OVER HIS HEAD, TO DELIVER HIM 
FROM HIS GRIEF.’ 


 
Here is a pouting, peevish prophet. But he is the servant 
of a merciful and gracious God. This gourd (palmcrist) 
was prepared by God for the comfort of his servant, 
Jonah. As we see the hand of God in grace, I want us 
to see the hand of God in all the daily comforts of life. 
Every good thing we enjoy in this world, no matter how 
great or small it may be, comes from the hand of our 
God. 
 


“’Tis God that lifts our comforts high, 
Or sinks them to the grave; 


He gives, and blessed be His name! 
He takes but what He gave.” 


 
Let me show you a few things about this comfort, this 
gourd, that God prepared for Jonah. 
 
A. God sent this comfort to his servant when he was 


totally undeserving of comfort. 
 


B. The comfort God gave, though it was only a gourd, 
was exactly what his child needed. 
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C. The Lord sent the gourd to Jonah at the right 
time. 


 
D. God’s purpose in sending the gourd was to 


comfort and protect his beloved servant. 
 


E. And God’s purpose was perfectly fulfilled–“Jonah 
was exceeding glad of the gourd.” 


 
But all earthly comforts are only temporary. We must 
not get too attached to them! Read verse 7! 
 
A WORM 
 
IV.  Here is the fourth thing God did for Jonah–“GOD 


PREPARED A WORM, AND IT SMOTE THE 
GOURD THAT IT WITHERED” (4:7). 


 
As we see the hand of God in our comforts, let us also 
see the hand of God in our sorrows, bereavements, and 
losses. 
 


• Eli–“It is the Lord.” 
• Aaron held his peace. 
• Job worshipped. 


 
Illustration: The Business Man Whose Two Sons Died 


 
THE SUN AND WIND 
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V.  Now read verse 8. Here is the fifth thing–“IT CAME 
TO PASS, WHEN THE SUN DID ARISE, THAT 
GOD PREPARED A VEHEMENT EAST WIND: 
AND THE SUN BEAT UPON THE HEAD OF 
JONAH.” 


 
If we are wise, we will see the hand of God in our 
heaviest trials. 
 
A. Our greatest trials sometimes come in connection 


with the most insignificant things ― A gourd! ― A 
worm! 


 
B. Trials often come one on the heels of another. 
 


• A worm appears. 
• The gourd withers. 
• The sun burns. 
• The hot east wind beats upon his head. 
 


C. Our troubles sometimes appear to be downright 
brutal. 


 
D. The trials which are hardest to bear are those in 


which there appears to be no benefit. 
 


E. Our heaviest trials usually come when we think we 
are most secure. 


 
F. Our trials reveal what is in us. 
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• Jonah’s trial revealed his anger against God (v. 9). 


 
(Jonah 4:9)  "And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to 
be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be 
angry, even unto death." 
 
A USEFUL SERVANT 
 
VI. Let me show you one more thing. Turn to 2 Kings 


14:23-27. GOD DID ALL OF THESE THINGS 
FOR HIS SERVANT JONAH, SO THAT HE 
MIGHT PREPARE JONAH TO BE AN 
INSTRUMENT OF USEFULNESS IN HIS 
KINGDOM. (Read Jonah 4:10-11). 


 
Jonah 4:10-11  "Then said the LORD, Thou hast had 
pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, 
neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and 
perished in a night: (11) And should not I spare Nineveh, 
that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand 
persons that cannot discern between their right hand and 
their left hand; and also much cattle?" 
 
What God did for Nineveh he was also to do for Israel, 
an even more undeserving people. And the prophet who 
would carry the message was Jonah! 
 
2 Kings 14:23-27  "In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the 
son of Joash king of Judah Jeroboam the son of Joash 
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king of Israel began to reign in Samaria, and reigned 
forty and one years. (24) And he did that which was evil 
in the sight of the LORD: he departed not from all the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to 
sin. (25) He restored the coast of Israel from the entering 
of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, ACCORDING TO 
THE WORD OF THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, 
WHICH HE SPAKE BY THE HAND OF HIS 
SERVANT JONAH, the son of Amittai, the prophet, 
which was of Gathhepher. (26) For the LORD saw the 
affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter: for there was 
not any shut up, nor any left, nor any helper for Israel. 
(27) And the LORD said not that he would blot out the 
name of Israel from under heaven: but he saved them by 
the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash." 
 


• God taught Jonah his mercy. 
• God taught Jonah to be merciful. 
• And this man, knowing God’s mercy and being 


merciful, was used of God as an instrument of 
mercy for the deliverance of many. 


• If ever we learn to be merciful, maybe God will 
use us! 


 
Application: If you choose to run from God, you are 
running a race you cannot win. 
 
1. His grace is irresistible. 
2. His will is irresistible. 
3. His teaching is irresistible. 
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LESSONS 
 
1. The Book of Jonah prefigures the fact that it is God’s 


purpose to bring the blessings of his grace and mercy 
to chosen sinners throughout the world by his 
Righteous Servant, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


2. This little Book stands as a declaration of our 
unceasing responsibility to proclaim the gospel of his 
grace to all people. 


 
A QUESTION 
 
The Book of Jonah ends with a question (4:10-11). 
 
(Jonah 4:10-11)  "Then said the LORD, Thou hast had 
pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, 
neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and 
perished in a night: {11} And should not I spare 
Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore 
thousand persons that cannot discern between their right 
hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?" 
 
We are not told how Jonah answered the Lord, or if he 
answered him. Perhaps the Book of Jonah ends with this 
question so that we might be forced to answer it for 
ourselves. ― Is it right for me to ever question what 
God does? ― Is it right for me to ever be angry with my 
God? ― Is it right for me ever to prefer my own 
comfort, ease, and pleasure to the souls of perishing 
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men? ― Is it right for me to weep over my withered, 
worthless gourds, while immortal souls perish without 
Christ? 
 
I leave it to you to answer for yourself. For my part, my 
heart is smitten. I pray that the Lord God will give me 
grace that I may be conformed to his Son, who wept not 
for himself but for eternity bound sinners (Luke 19:41-
42; Matt. 23:37). 
 
 (Luke 19:41-42)  "And when he was come near, he 
beheld the city, and wept over it, {42} Saying, If thou 
hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are 
hid from thine eyes." 
 
(Mat 23:37)  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not!" 
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Sermon #66       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:        JUDE 
     “Certain Men Crept in Unawares” 
 Text:   Jude 1:1-4 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening— 2003 
 Tape #  Y-42a 
 Readings: David Burge and Bob Duff 
 Introduction: 
 
(Jude 1:1-4)  "Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and 
brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the 
Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: (2) 
Mercy unto you, and peace and love, be multiplied. (3) 
Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of 
the common salvation, it was needful for me to write 
unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints. (4) For there are certain men crept in unawares, 
who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, 
ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 
 
Jude was one of our Savior’s half-brothers (Matt. 13:55), 
and James’ full brother. He out-lived all the Apostles, 
except John. His epistle was written no more than 30-35 
years after our Lord’s ascension. The purpose of God the 
Holy Spirit in giving this epistle to the church is evident 
from its contents. Heresies had already sprung up and 
the church was infested with them (v. 4). 
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It is a great mercy to us that both Jude and John lived to 
see those things come to pass that our Lord Jesus, the 
Apostle Paul, and the Apostle Peter had prophesied. — 
Had they not lived to see the heresies and heretics 
prophesied filling the church in those early days, we 
would never have had the instructive epistles they were 
inspired to write, equipping us to deal with them. 
Indeed, the Apostle Paul tells us plainly that heresies 
must come that the truth of God and the people of God 
might be made manifest (1 Cor. 11:19). 
 
“For there must be also heresies among you, that they 
which are approved may be made manifest among you.” 
(1Co 11:19) 
 
COMMON SALVATION 
 
The opening words of this epistle are truly sweet. Jude 
addresses all he has to say to the church, to you and me, 
to all who are born of God (vv. 1-3). Then, through the 
greater part of these twenty-five verses (vv. 4-19), he 
describes the terrible character and awful state of the 
reprobate. Yet, these things are written to God’s saints, 
for our consolation and instruction. At the end of his 
letter (vv. 20-25), he reminds us of the safety, security, 
and blessedness of God’s elect and ascribes all praise to 
our all-glorious Christ, our God and Savior. 
 
Let me remind you that it is to the church (to God’s 
elect), and not to the world, the Book of God is 
addressed. Many who think they have more mercy than 
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God himself overlook and even strenuously object to 
that fact; but it is a fact nonetheless. — Jude writes to 
them that are sanctified by God the Father, and 
preserved in Jesus Christ, and called. 
 
He begins his epistle by describing the common 
salvation of all God’s elect. He calls it “the common 
salvation” because all who are saved by the free and 
sovereign grace of God in Christ enjoy all the blessings 
and privileges of grace in common and all embrace one 
faith, the faith of the gospel. 
 
“The faith which was once delivered unto the saints,” the 
faith of the gospel, the faith that God gives to all his 
people by the teaching of his Holy Spirit in effectual 
grace involves certain doctrines (though commonly 
unknown in the religious world) that are now and have 
always been commonly embraced and proclaimed 
among those who believe God. They are such common 
things in the household of faith that Jude, like Peter, uses 
them as a salutation (v. 1). 
 
“Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, 
to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and 
preserved in Jesus Christ, and called.” (Jude 1:1) 
 
God the Holy Spirit inspired his servant Jude to open his 
epistle with words of tender, affection and boundless 
grace. He speaks of the most weighty, soul-cheering, and 
essential truths of the gospel in simple, brief, 
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unmistakable terms. In this one, short verse, Jude 
declares that… 
 
• Election — All who believe God in time were 


sanctified by God the Father in eternal election. — 
Separated unto God — Declared and Made to be Holy 
in Christ — Accepted in the Beloved! 


• Preservation — All who were sanctified by God in 
election were, are, and shall forever be preserved in 
Christ, our Mediator, unto the time of love when they 
are called — In Eternity — Through Adam’s Fall — 
In the Days of Their Rebellion — After Conversion 
— Unto Eternal Glory! — Blessed be God, those who 
are preserved in Christ Jesus shall never perish! 


 
Who can describe such grace? God’s elect are preserved 
in Jesus Christ, before called to Jesus Christ. — 
Preserved in all the after stages of life, when called by 
grace, until grace is finished in glory. We ought meditate 
on these things continually. But we must enter into 
eternity, and look back over the everlasting hills through 
all the path by which the Lord has brought us on our 
way before that we can have any real sense and 
apprehension of the unspeakable blessings, contained in 
these four words, “preserved in Jesus Christ.” 
 
• Effectual Calling — And all who were set apart by 


the Father unto himself in Christ and preserved in 
Christ, the Lamb slain before the foundation of the 
world, are, at the appointed time of love graciously, 
irresistibly, effectually called to life and faith in 
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Christ by the omnipotent mercy of God the Holy 
Spirit. Robert Hawker wrote… 


 
“So infinitely blessed and important is this 
great grace of the Holy Spirit, in calling, that, 
until it is wrought, no child of God can have 
any apprehension, either of God the Father’s 
love in election, or God the Son’s grace in 
redemption. It is by regeneration that we are 
made partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world, 
through lust! (2 Pet. 1:4, 5).” 


 
• The Holy Trinity — Just as the other Apostles (Eph. 


1:3-14; 1 Pet. 1:2-9), Jude opens his epistle with a 
declaration that salvation is the work of God alone, 
the eternal, indestructible, effectual work of God 
alone, and the work of God in the trinity of his Holy 
Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. — And he 
knew that all who worshipped God would know and 
rejoice in that which he declared (1 John 5:7-12). 


 
(1 John 5:7-12)  "For there are three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and 
these three are one. (8) And there are three that bear 
witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: 
and these three agree in one. (9) If we receive the 
witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is 
the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. 
(10) He that believeth on the Son of God hath the 
witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made 
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him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God 
gave of his Son. (11) And this is the record, that God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
(12) He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life." 
 
“God hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to his own 
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the world began, But is now made manifest by 
the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel:” (2 Tim. 1:9-10) 
 
“For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, 
disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, 
living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 
another.  But after that the kindness and love of God our 
Saviour toward man appeared,  Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost;  Which he shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being 
justified by his grace, we should be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life.” (Titus 3:3-7) 
 
We date all our mercies from eternity. We find their 
source in the election of grace. It was in Christ that we 
were chosen, accepted, blessed with all spiritual 
blessings, and given all grace and salvation before the 
world began. And it is in Christ that we are preserved 
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and “kept by the power of God.” Therefore, we delight to 
say, with Paul, concerning all who believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, “We are bound to give thanks always to 
God, for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, because 
God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation, 
through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the 
truth; whereunto he called you by our Gospel, to the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ (2. 
Thess. 2:13, 14). — “Thanks be unto God for his 
unspeakable gift!” 
 
COMMON BLESSINGS 
 
In verse 2 Jude assures us that this common salvation 
about which he is writing brings common mercies to 
every believer. — “ Mercy unto you, and peace, and 
love, be multiplied.” — Mercy from the Father — Peace 
in and from Jesus Christ — and Love in and by the Holy 
Spirit, sweetly flow to us in boundless streams of grace 
as the fruits and effects of those glorious acts, of the 
Triune God described in verse 1. 
 
COMMON FAITH 
 
The 3rd verse speaks of that common faith possessed by 
all who have God’s gift of faith in Christ. 
 
“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of 
the common salvation, it was needful for me to write 
unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly 
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contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints.” (Jude 1:3) 
 
What is that faith? — The New Testament, in the 
inspired writings of the Evangelists and the Apostles, 
most plainly, and fully show us. The great and leading 
doctrines of the gospel, in the everlasting love of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are written on every page. 
The Person, glory, blood shedding, and righteousness of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, with redemption only in his blood, 
and regeneration only by God the Holy Spirit are the 
foundation of all our mercies. To contend for these, and 
with earnestness, is to contend for the very life of our 
souls. Any reluctance on our part to openly profess these 
glorious truths, or any denial of them by others, is the 
wounding the Redeemer in the house of his friends and 
high treason against the Majesty of God. 
 
THE DISTINCTION 
 
Jude draws a clear line of distinction between the elect 
and the reprobate, between the believer and the religious 
unbeliever. In verses 1-3 he speaks of God’s elect. In 
verses 4-19 he speaks only of apostates, describing them 
as those who walk after their own ungodly lusts, who 
were of old ordained to this condemnation, sensual, and 
having not the Spirit. These are two distinct classes of 
people: the elect and the reprobate. 
 
COMMON FOES 
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In verses 4-19 Jude describes those men who are the 
common foes of God’s elect in every age. I take this to 
be one horrid portrait of apostasy drawn out in many 
characters. The language Jude uses describes one 
specific class of men who come under the same 
condemnation. 
 
I include the whole of this awful portrait, though made 
up of different characters, under one view, because they 
all form one picture. And they all come to the same 
condemnation. We shall do well, under God the Spirit’s 
teaching, to look both at their persons, and their features, 
and mark them one by one. 
 
(Jude 1:4-7)  "For there are certain men crept in 
unawares, who were before of old ordained to this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our 
God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ. (5) I will therefore put you in 
remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the 
Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, 
afterward destroyed them that believed not. (6) And the 
angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own 
habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under 
darkness unto the judgment of the great day. (7) Even as 
Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like 
manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and 
going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, 
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire." 
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(Jude 1:8-14)  "Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile 
the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. 
(9) Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the 
devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not 
bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The 
Lord rebuke thee. (10) But these speak evil of those 
things which they know not: but what they know 
naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt 
themselves. (11) Woe unto them! for they have gone in 
the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of 
Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of 
Core. (12) These are spots in your feasts of charity, 
when they feast with you, feeding themselves without 
fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of 
winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice 
dead, plucked up by the roots; (13) Raging waves of the 
sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to 
whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 
(14) And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thousands of his saints," 
 
(Jude 1:15-19)  "To execute judgment upon all, and to 
convince all that are ungodly among them of all their 
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and 
of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have 
spoken against him. (16) These are murmurers, 
complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their 
mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's 
persons in admiration because of advantage. (17) But, 
beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken 
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before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; (18) 
How that they told you there should be mockers in the 
last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. 
(19) These be they who separate themselves, sensual, 
having not the Spirit." 


 
CERTAIN MEN 
 
First, they are said to have been “certain men” (v. 4), 
which had crept in unawares. Jude is not speaking of 
infidels, men who totally disown Christ. He is describing 
certain men, who had crept into the church, men who 
professed to believe in Christ. These are the very 
apostates Paul warned us to beware of (Acts 20:29, 30). 
Peter also gave us warning concerning them (2 Pet. 
2:13). But Jude had lived to see some of them arise 
among the saints of God.  
 
CREPT IN 
 
Second, Jude says, they have “crept in unawares.” Like 
slithering serpents, they come into the church, professing 
to be lovers of Christ. They worm themselves into the 
church under the guise of believers. As Satan 
transformed himself into an angel of light, that he might 
more successfully deceive, his ministers appear as 
ministers of righteousness, in a pretence of love for 
Christ before his people that they might destroy the souls 
of men (2 Cor. 11:14, 15). 
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Jude is talking about well-known, highly esteemed men, 
not just church members, but preachers, teachers, and 
religious leaders. They were the Korahs and Balaams 
(Numbers 16 and 22) of their day; famous in the 
churches, men of reputation.  
 
What swarms have followed them! They blaze like 
comets for a while. Like “wandering stars” as Jude calls 
them, they make a big show for a short time. To them 
“is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.” They 
are full of promises, empty promises, like “clouds 
without water.” Like “clouds without water, carried 
about of winds,” there is no grace in their hearts and no 
work of regeneration upon their souls. They have a name 
to live, but are dead before God, “twice dead,” 
spiritually dead and under the sentence of the second 
death, “of old ordained to this condemnation” (Rev. 
20:6). 
 
UNGODLY MEN 
 
Third, they are described as “ungodly men, turning the 
grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the 
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” Notice that 
there are no charges of immorality. Had their lives 
been notorious, for any breaches of the moral law, surely 
such would have been mentioned. Had their conduct 
been notoriously corrupt, in any flagrant acts of 
licentiousness, they would soon have been discovered.  
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These men are called “ungodly men” because there 
doctrine was directly leveled against the gospel of 
God’s free and sovereign grace in Christ. They turned 
“the grace of God into lasciviousness,” not by using 
grace as an excuse for ungodly behavior, but by daring 
to charge the grace of God that brings salvation with 
leading to lasciviousness, asserting that the gospel of 
free, absolute, unconditional grace promotes evil 
behavior among those who believe it. They turned the 
grace of God into lasciviousness by asserting that the 
glorious gospel of God’s free grace, which proclaims 
free, full, complete, irrevocable pardon to sinners 
through the blood and righteousness of Christ alone, 
opens the flood-gates of sin (Rom. 3:8; 6:1). Again, I 
say, what swarms follow them! 
 
This “turning the grace of God into lasciviousness,” was 
is accompanied with “denying the only Lord God, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” As we have seen, it is not 
possible that these men openly denied God’s being, or 
the fact that our Lord Jesus Christ lived, died, and rose 
again. Had that been the case, they could not have crept 
into the church. 
 
How could they be said to deny the only Lord God, but 
in denying his free grace? Yet, by denying (as 
multitudes do today) the absolute efficacy of God’s 
purpose and work, by denying the absolute efficacy of 
the Father’s purpose and love, the Son’s atonement, and 
the Spirit’s call, by denying that our Lord Jesus Christ 
actually redeemed and saves all God’s elect by his 
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finished work of redemption, they do in effect deny the 
very being of God. Robert Hawker once issued the 
following challenge in his excellent commentary on 
Jude… 
 


“Look at this Scripture in every way and 
direction in which it can be placed, and look 
for grace from the Almighty Author of 
inspiration, to have a right understanding of 
it. And then ask your own heart, what was 
Jude directed by the Holy Spirit to give all 
diligence to write to the Church of the 
common salvation, unless to have guarded 
the minds of the faithful against the creeping 
in of such certain men as are here described? 
What faith but the faith of God’s elect, in 
God the Father’s everlasting love, and God 
the Son’s complete, and finished salvation, 
could the Apostle mean, when he exhorted 
the Church, ‘earnestly to contend for the faith 
once delivered unto the saints’?” 


 
THEIR CONDEMNATION 
 
“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of 
these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten 
thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, 
and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly 
committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him.” (Jude 1:14-15) 
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Fourth, the judgment such ungodly men shall forever 
endure bears is exactly correspondent to their conduct. 
When the Lord Jesus comes with his saints; he will 
convince them all, not only of their ungodly deeds, but 
also of all their hard speeches, which ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him (John 5:22-23; Acts 10:42; 
17:31; 2 Thess. 1:7-10). Every place in Holy Scripture 
which describes the day of judgment, speaks of Christ 
the Son of God, as the Judge in that day (Matt. 25:31, 
32; Acts 10:42; 2 Thess. 1:7-10). He, whose eyes are as 
a flame of fire, “shall judge the quick and the dead, at 
his appearing and his kingdom” (2 Tim. 4:1).  
 


Read these solemn verses again and again. Ask God 
the Holy Spirit to burn them into your heart, that you 
may be able in the light of Holy Scripture to understand 
what is going on in the religious world around you 
today. Do we not daily hear and read the hard speeches 
spoken against Christ, and by certain men, crept in 
unawares into the church? Multitudes of famous 
religious leaders, verbally deny his our Savior’s being as 
God. Others, who would never openly assert such, just 
as fully deny it by denying the merit and efficacy of his 
blood and righteousness and intercession, asserting that 
all is vain without some contribution from man. Such 
doctrine is the blasphemous assertion that the Son of 
God is a failure! But that shall never be (Isa. 42:4; 53:1-
12). The cross of our Lord Jesus Christ shall never be 
discovered a miscarriage. His grace shall never be 
frustrated. “He shall see of the travail of his soul and 
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shall be satisfied.” He who satisfied the justice of God 
for his elect, shall be satisfied by the justice of God in 
the salvation of his elect. 
 
Nothing could be more suitable than the punishment 
here denounced upon all such blasphemy. When the 
Lord Jesus comes in his glory with all his holy angels, 
showing forth the glory of his grace in the salvation of 
all his people, he shall, by the overwhelming brightness 
of his glory, convince all who oppose him who he is and 
what he has done to their everlasting horror in hell. He 
shall, in that great day, “execute judgment upon all and 
convince all of their hard speeches,” which they have 
spoken against him. 
 
SENSUAL MEN 
 
Fifth, Jude tells us that these men are “sensual, having 
not the Spirit” (v, 19). This is the thing that in all ages 
distinguishes “between the righteous and the wicked; 
between him that serveth God, and him that serveth him 
not” (Mal. 3:18).  
 
Here the Holy Spirit tells us plainly that all who oppose 
the gospel of God’s free and sovereign grace in our Lord 
Jesus Christ are unregenerate and have not been given 
the gift of eternal life and salvation in Christ by God the 
Holy Spirit. Such men, as we might expect, “speak evil 
of those things which they know not; but what they know 
naturally as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt 
themselves. They have gone into the way of Cain; they 
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have ran greedily after the error of Balaam, for reward; 
and perished in the gainsaying of Core. These are spots 
in your feasts of charity. Their mouth speaketh great 
swelling words, having men’s persons in admiration, 
because of advantage.” 
 
These are different descriptions of the same, sensual, 
unregenerate men, who have not the Spirit, and yet 
profess to be worshippers of God and disciples of Christ. 
 
• Like their father, the devil, they rage against the 


authority and dominion of God1. 


                                                           
1 It might be helpful for me to give some explanation of verse 9. — Michael the archangel 
can be, in my opinion, none other than Christ himself, the Angel of the Covenant, the 
Angel of the Lord. There is but one Archangel, or Prince of Angels (Dan. 10:13, 21), and 
that is Christ, the Head of all principality and power. The name by which he is here spoken 
of, “Michael,” means “one who is as God.” We find this name, “Archangel,” only twice in 
the whole Book of God (1 Thess. 4:16 and Jude 9). In both places there can be little 
question that it has reference to Christ in his mediatoral office. 
 
The only place in the Book of God to which this passage might have reference is Zechariah 
3:1-10. The explanation John Gill gave of Jude 9 is, in my opinion, the best I have read. I 
say that simply because it is completely consistent with the whole teaching of Scripture 
and specifically with Jude’s message. Gill explains… 
 
“It was to show that the law of Moses was to be abolished and buried by Christ, never to 
rise again…The law of Moses is sometimes called Moses himself (John 5:45; Acts 15:21; 
21:21; 2 Cor. 3:15) and so the body of Moses…The law of Moses was restored in the time 
of Joshua the high priest, by Ezra and Nehemiah. Joshua broke the law and was charged by 
Satan as guilty, who contended and insisted upon it that he should suffer for it. So that this 
dispute or contention might be said to be about the body of Moses, that is, the body of 
Moses’ law, which Joshua had broken.” 
 
In the dispute Michael, or the Angel of the Lord, our the Lord Jesus Christ, chose not to 
“bring a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee” (Jude 9; Zech. 3:2). Pointing 
to his finished work of redemption and righteousness as the sole basis of Joshua’s 
acceptance with God, the Lord Jesus Christ spoke as our Mediator, just as he did in the 
flesh in John 17 and does now as our Advocate in heaven (1 John 2:1-2), and called upon 
the Father to rebuke Joshua’s accuser (Rom. 8:1, 33-34). 
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• Like Cain, they presume that their works can and do 
give them some measure of righteousness and 
acceptance with God. 


• Like Balaam, they mingle the worship of God with 
the worshipping of idols, compromising the truth of 
God in the name of unity, peace, and brotherly love. 


• Like Korah, they are ambitious, motivated by the 
gratification of their own lusts, “feeding themselves 
without fear.” 


 
DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY 
 
Jude began his description of these apostate false 
prophets by telling us that they were “Before of old 
ordained to this condemnation” (v. 4; 2 Thess. 2:13-14). 
This testimony to God’s sovereignty, so hateful to those 
sensual people who have not the Spirit of God and so 
precious to every believer who knows by distinguishing 
grace his acceptance with the holy Lord God in Christ, 
his Beloved, is a clear display of the fact that the only 
distinction there is between the righteous and the wicked 
is the distinction our God has made by his distinguishing 
grace (1 Cor. 4:7). For this we shall forever praise him. 
 
Every child of God, in the present Christ despising 
generation, is a wonder of grace, a testimony to God’s 
infallible mercy. We ought to esteem it our highest 
honor, to bear testimony to his holy name and wondrous 
grace in Christ. Our great and gracious God has reserved 
to himself thousands who have not and will not bow the 
knee to the Baal. “Even so now, at this present time 
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also, there is a remnant according to the election of 
grace” (Rom. 11:4-5). 
 
ISRAEL, ANGELS AND SODOM 
 
Jude reminds us of the apostates among the children of 
Israel who came out of Egypt and perished in the 
wilderness in unbelief (v. 5). Though they had all the 
advantages of a temporal salvation, yet, having no part 
nor lot in the matter of grace and eternal salvation in 
Christ, their carcasses fell in the wilderness (Rom. 9:6, 
7; Heb. 3:16-19). 
 
“The angels, which kept not their first estate,” not being 
elect angels, were left to the mutability of their own will, 
fell, and in that fall, were everlastingly condemned. Here 
again, we find cause for endless praise. Had we not been 
sanctified and preserved in Christ Jesus by God’s eternal 
grace, we too would be everlastingly condemned. Had 
the Lord God left us to our own wills, as he did those 
angels, we would perish forever (Rom. 9:16). Were it 
not for the fact that we are yet “preserved in Jesus 
Christ,” even now, we would perish immediately. 
 
What cause we are given, for unceasing thanksgiving 
and praise, for God’s electing, preserving grace in 
Christ! And truly, we may say with the prophet; “except 
the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, 
we should have been as Sodom, and we should have 
been like unto Gomorrah” (Isa. 1:9). 
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ENOCH 
 
The Holy Spirit has given us no record of Enoch’s 
prophecy. It may have been an oral, rather than a written 
prophecy. All we know concerning it is the account Jude 
gives in verses 14-15. But it is a blessed prophecy of our 
Lord’s glorious second advent. When Enoch is called 
“the seventh from Adam,” the meaning is that his was the 
seventh generation of believing men in the earth: Adam, 
Seth, Enosh, Kenan, Mahalaleel, Jered, Enoch (1 Chro. 
1:1-2). 
 
BLESSED SAFETY 
 
(Jude 1:20-25)  "But ye, beloved, building up yourselves 
on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, (21) 
Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. (22) 
And of some have compassion, making a difference: 
(23) And others save with fear, pulling them out of the 
fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. (24) 
Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and 
to present you faultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy, (25) To the only wise God our 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and for ever. Amen." 
 
Here Jude assures us of the absolute safety of God’s 
elect, being “preserved in Jesus Christ,” even in the 
midst of a reprobate age. This is much the same as 
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Paul’s declaration to the Thessalonian saints in 2 
Thessalonians 2:1-14.  
 
When he tells us that we must build up our selves in our 
“most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, and keep” 
ourselves in the love of God, “looking for the mercy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life,” Jude does not 
mean that we are our own keepers, or that we can create 
faith in our own hearts. The Scriptures everywhere teach 
us that all who are kept are kept by the power of God 
unto eternal life. Our Lord declares regarding his church, 
“In that day, sing ye to her a vineyard of red wine. I the 
Lord do keep it. I will water it every moment: lest any 
hurt it, I will keep it night and day” (Isa. 27:2-3; 1 Pet. 
1:5). 
 
Jude is telling us that we must ever wait for the grace 
and power of God the Holy Spirit. Ever aware of our 
need of Christ, we must abide in him, looking to him 
alone for life, grace, and eternal salvation (Col. 2:6). Let 
us have a sure, fixed, and certain hope in him regarding 
all the blessed and glorious events of that great day of 
God our Savior, ever expecting “the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” 
 
It is nothing but mercy, mercy alone, and mercy sure 
that is the hope and expectation of every believing soul. 
For chosen, redeemed, believing sinners, justified, 
sanctified, called, and kept in Christ, there is nothing 
doubtful about the issue of that day (2 Pet. 1:3-4; 1 Cor. 
1:30; 6:11; Isa. 45:24-25). Jude would not have been 
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inspired by the Holy Spirit to give us this confidence, 
were it a matter of uncertainty (Tit. 2:13; 2 Pet. 3:12). 
 
COMPASSION 
 
The mercy, love, and grace we have experienced, we are 
to show to one another. Jude writes, “And of some have 
compassion, making a difference: And others save with 
fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the 
garment spotted by the flesh” (vv. 22-23). 
 
There is nothing found among men so affectionate and 
tender as the love of brethren in Jesus. The compassion 
God’s saints show to wanderers and backsliders, to those 
who are tempted and fallen, and to those who are 
ignorant and out of the way is sweetness itself. Saved 
sinners are compelled by the grace we experience to 
stretch out the helping hand in any way and every way 
they can to raise up the fallen (2 Cor. 5:14; Gal. 6:1-2). 
Because we cannot know who God’s elect are until they 
are called by his grace and given faith in Christ, we seek 
to save, as from the fire, all who are tottering upon the 
brink of hell. Though we loath their sins as we loath our 
own garments, which are defiled and spotted when we 
put them upon our corrupt bodies, we earnestly desire 
their eternal salvation in Christ. 
 
TO GOD BE THE GLORY 
 
“Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before the presence of his 
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glory, with exceeding joy; to the only wise God, our 
Savior, be glory, and majesty, dominion, and power, 
both now and ever. Amen” (vv. 24-25). 
 
He who has all along preserved us is the One who keeps 
us from falling. It shall be the special and personal joy 
and glory of Christ our Surety and Substitute to present 
his Church to himself at the last day. We nowhere read 
in Scripture of God the Father or God the Holy Spirit, 
presenting the Church before the throne. It shall be God 
the Son’s, our all-glorious Savior’s, final work as our 
Mediator to bring his church home as a bride adorned 
for her husband, and present her to himself before the 
Father (1 Cor. 15:24-28). He “loved the Church and 
gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it 
with the washing of water by the word; that he might 
present it to himself a glorious Church, not having spot 
or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should be holy, 
and without blemish (Eph. 5:25-27). 
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 Introduction: 
 
Micah, whose name means, “who is like God,” was 
raised up by God to be a prophet to Israel during the 
reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. He was 
contemporary with Isaiah and Hosea. 
 
The prophecy of Micah deals with two subjects. It is a 
lamentation of the woeful condition of Israel and a 
celebration of God’s abundant mercy. 
 
The people of God were, in Micah’s time, passing 
through a very painful trial. The nation of Israel was 
plagued with the incurable wound of empty, 
meaningless religious ritualism. The political leaders of 
the people were men who devised iniquity and worked 
evil. The priests were men of hire. And the prophets 
prophesied for money. Yet, all that they did was done in 
the name of the Lord. 


 
Religious hucksters were in the majority and the people 
followed them eagerly. With confidence, they said, “Is 
not the Lord among us? None evil can come upon us” 
(3:11). The Word of the Lord was precious in those 







Through The Bible Series—MICAH 
 


2 


days. There were only a few who truly spoke as prophets 
of God. And very few heard them. When the Lord did 
send a faithful prophet to them, he vast majority of the 
people said, “prophesy ye not” (2:6). 
 
All this caused Micah great pain and much sorrow. But 
he was a man who knew the Lord. He had a vision of 
God’s majesty and mercy. He had received a word from 
the Lord. And with confident joy he spoke of the 
latter day glory of the gospel age, when the majesty 
of God and the mercy of God would be revealed in 
Christ the Messiah. 
 
(Micah 7:7-9)  "Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I 
will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear 
me. {8} Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I 
fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall 
be a light unto me. {9} I will bear the indignation of the 
LORD, because I have sinned against him, until he plead 
my cause, and execute judgment for me: he will bring 
me forth to the light, and I shall behold his 
righteousness." 
 
DIVISIONS ― In the Book of Micah, our translators 
have given us an excellent outline of Micah’s prophesy 
by the chapter divisions. 
 
Chapter 1 ― In chapter one the Lord God gives his 
witness against the nations, particularly against Samaria, 
the capital of Israel, the ten Northern Tribes. Because of 
“the sins of the house of Israel” (1:5). doom was a 
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matter of certainty. The Lord God declares that he will 
disinherit the nation, because “her wound is incurable” 
(1:9, 15). Let us be warned (Rom. 11:21-22). 
 
(Rom 11:21-22)  "For if God spared not the natural 
branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. {22} 
Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on 
them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if 
thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt 
be cut off." 
 
Chapter 2 ― In chapter two, God’s prophet tells the 
people plainly that the cause of the wrath coming upon 
them is their own sin. They rose up as enemies against 
God. ― “Therefore, thus saith the LORD; Behold, 
against this family do I devise an evil, from which ye 
shall not remove your necks”(v. 3). 
 
Chapter 3 ― In the third chapter the Lord God exposes 
the self-serving princes, hireling prophets, and covetous 
priests as the men who had led Israel into apostacy and 
doom. They abhorred righteousness and perverted 
equity, in the name of God, and brought the people they 
claimed to serve under the sentence of doom (vv. 9-12). 
 
(Micah 3:9-12)  "Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the 
house of Jacob, and princes of the house of Israel, that 
abhor judgment, and pervert all equity. {10} They build 
up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity. {11} 
The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests 
thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for 
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money: yet will they lean upon the LORD, and say, Is 
not the LORD among us? none evil can come upon us. 
{12} Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as 
a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the 
mountain of the house as the high places of the forest." 
 
But Micah, being a faithful man, caring as he did for the 
souls of men, moves rapidly from announcing God’s 
wrath upon his enemies to the proclamation of grace and 
salvation to chosen sinners. 
 
Chapter 4 ― In the fourth chapter, he speaks of a better 
Prince, a better Prophet, a better Priest and a better 
Kingdom. This fourth chapter speaks of the coming of 
Christ and the establishing of his spiritual kingdom, Mt. 
Zion, the Church of the living God, and the gathering of 
sinners out of every nation into his kingdom. “The Lord 
shall reign over them in Mount Zion from henceforth, 
even forever” (7). This kingdom shall triumph and 
prevail over all her enemies (v. 13). The gates of hell can 
never prevail against it! 
 
Chapter 5 ― Chapter five begins with an 
announcement of our Redeemer’s death at the hands of 
his enemies, as if to indicate that his death would be the 
means of Israel’s deliverance and the cause of his 
exaltation and glory. He who was to be born at 
Bethlehem (The House of Bread), who must be smitten 
by his enemies, shall stand in glory. “And this man shall 
be the Peace” (v. 5). He will both gather and save his 
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sheep, who have been scattered “among the flocks of 
goats” (margin v. 8). 
 
Chapter 6 ― In chapter six, the Lord God pleads with 
us to remember his goodness, his wondrous works of 
grace, “that ye may know the righteousness of the LORD” 
(v. 5), teaching us that God looks on the heart (vv. 6-8), 
and calls us to repentance (vv. 9-16).  
 
Chapter 7 ― In the midst of the Lord’s rebuke and 
indignation, Micah cries, “Woe is me!” (7:1). But the 
hope of the Christ’s coming shines like a bright star in 
the dark sky in the seventh chapter. The prophecy closes 
with great joy and with eager anticipation of that day 
when God will cast Israel's sins into the depths of the 
sea. 
 
(Micah 7:7)  "Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I 
will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear 
me." 
 
(Micah 7:15-17)  "According to the days of thy coming 
out of the land of Egypt will I show unto him 
marvellous things. {16} The nations shall see and be 
confounded at all their might: they shall lay their hand 
upon their mouth, their ears shall be deaf. {17} They 
shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall move out of 
their holes like worms of the earth: they shall be afraid 
of the LORD our God, and shall fear because of thee." 
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(Micah 7:18-20)  "Who is a God like unto thee, that 
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of 
the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger 
for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. {19} He will 
turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will 
subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins 
into the depths of the sea. {20} Thou wilt perform the 
truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou 
hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old." 
 
PROPHECIES OF CHRIST 
 
None of the Old Testament prophets spoke more clearly 
than Micah of our blessed Savior. When we read 
Micah’s prophecy, we must not fail to see that this is a 
prophecy of Christ our Savior and God’s great salvation 
in him. Let’s just pull out a few jewels, hold them up in 
the light, and gaze upon them with wonder. 
 
• Our Savior is spoken of in Micah 2:13 as “THE 


BREAKER.” 
 
“The breaker is come up before them: they have broken 
up, and have passed through the gate, and are gone out 
by it: and their king shall pass before them, and the 
LORD on the head of them.” ― Without question, this 
text of Scripture has specific reference, historically, to 
the nation of Israel. If you read chapters one and two, 
you will see that the Lord threatened severe, but just 
punishment upon them because of their relentless 
ungodliness, idolatry, and eagerness to follow false 
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prophets rather than those men sent of God who spoke 
the Word of God plainly. 
 
Yet, in wrath our God remembers mercy. He promised 
those disobedient Jews deliverance, undeserved, 
merciful deliverance, miraculous deliverance, 
deliverance which had the unmistakable stamp of 
divinity upon it. The entire story is a clear picture of 
God’s free grace in Christ to his elect, the true Israel 
of God. 
 
1. Like the Jews of old, we have turned aside from our 


God, his Word, his way, and his worship, and went 
whoring after other gods, according to our own lusts. 


 


2. The Lord God, in his Word, has threatened a severe, 
but just and everlasting punishment to be executed 
upon us for our sin. 


 


3. Yet, in wrath, our God remembers mercy. He has 
promised that he shall save some of Adam’s fallen 
race by his almighty, free grace in Christ. 


 


4. That One who is our Savior and Deliverer, God’s dear 
Son, our all glorious Christ, is here called “The 
Breaker”. Christ is the Breaker and all who are saved 
by him are described as “the broken up.” Blessed are 
those who are broken by him in mercy, because he is 
determined not to crush them in his wrath! 


 
• The fourth chapter of Micah describes THE 


KINGDOM OF CHRIST. 
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The destruction of Israel does not mean that God cast off 
his people, whom he foreordained unto everlasting 
salvation (Rom. 11:2). Not at all! In fact, the destruction 
of the physical nation of Israel and of that physical 
kingdom made way for Christ’s more glorious spiritual 
and everlasting kingdom, his church. 
 
1. This kingdom of grace is “established in the top of the 


mountains…exalted above all hills,” in heave itself (v. 
1). 


 


2. This kingdom is made up of God’s elect from many 
nations. It is in this place, Mt. Zion, where our God 
teaches us and guides us (v. 2). 


 


3. The church and kingdom of God is a kingdom of 
peace and security. Here, and here alone, men and 
women live together in peace, as one, because we 
walk together in the name of “the LORD our God” 
(vv. 3-5). 


 


4. This is a kingdom of poor, halting sinners, gathered 
by Christ, healed by Christ, and ruled by Christ, a 
tower for sheep, a strong hold for the daughter of 
Zion, the place built by our God and Savior for his 
redeemed ones, who he has delivered (vv. 6-10). 


 


5. Though all the nations of the earth are perpetually 
gathered against the church and kingdom of ur God, 
the kingdom of our God, the church of his elect, shall 
prevail over Babylon. Indeed, our God has 
consecrated all the substance of Babylon and the 
whole earth to the glory of Christ our King (vv. 11-
13). 
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• In chapter 5, verse 1, Micah speaks of CHRIST’S 


HUMILIATION AND SUFFERING (5:1). 
 
(Micah 5:1)  "Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter 
of troops: he hath laid siege against us: they shall smite 
the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek." 
 
Our blessed Savior came here to be smitten by the rod of 
his enemies, and smitten by the sword of justice as our 
Substitute, that he might give to us such a kingdom of 
grace and glory, of righteousness and everlasting 
salvation as is described in chapter four. 
 
• Micah 5:2 declares OUR SAVIOR’S 


INCARNATION. 
 
(Micah 5:2)  "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in 
Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting." 
 
1. Here is the exact place of his birth. ― Bethlehem.” 
2. Here is his eternal pre-existence. ― “He shall come 


forth.” 
3. Here is the Deity of this man Micah has been 


describing as the man of peace, our Savior. ― 
“Whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting.” 
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• Then, Micah speaks of THE MAJESTY OF 
CHRIST in his glorious exaltation (5:4). 


 
(Micah 5:4)  "And he shall stand and feed in the strength 
of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD 
his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great 
unto the ends of the earth." 
 
GOD’S DISTINGUISHING GREATNESS 
 
Though the people were turned aside unto vanity, 
Micah’s heart was fixed upon God’s promised 
Deliverer. He said, “Therefore I will look unto the Lord: 
I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear 
me” (7:7). With the eye of faith fixed upon Christ, 
believing the promises of God, Micah’s heart began to 
swell with joy, gratitude, praise, and expectation. Unable 
to contain himself, the prophet of God raises his voice in 
exultation, closing his prophecy with a declaration of our 
God’s distinctive greatness as God. What is it that 
distinguishes the true and living God from all the 
imaginary god’s of men? Read Micah 7:18-20, and see. 
 
(Micah 7:18-20)  "Who is a God like unto thee, that 
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of 
the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger 
for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. 19 He will turn 
again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue 
our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the 
depths of the sea. 20 Thou wilt perform the truth to 
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Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast 
sworn unto our fathers from the days of old." 
 
O fallen sons of Adam, did you catch that phrase? Here 
is the thing that distinguishes our God as God ― “He 
delighteth in mercy!” Clap your hands and rejoice 
before him, with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
 
This good news is pure gospel truth. It should raise a 
universal shout of “Hallelujah!” The God of heaven, the 
God whom we have offended, the God in whose hands 
we are, is a God who delights in mercy! “Who is a God 
like unto thee,” O Lord? Micah not only declares that 
God is merciful, but that he delights in mercy. 
 
I am sure that every attribute of God gives him 
pleasure in its exercise. But, here, mercy is singled 
out by inspiration as his favorite. And though all the 
divine attributes are eternal, mercy was the last to be 
revealed. 
 
• His wisdom and power are seen in the creation of the 


world. 
• His wrath is seen in the damnation of Satan and the 


angels who fell. 
• His justice is seen in the expulsion of Adam and Eve 


from the Garden when his law was broken. 
• But in mercy he spared their lives, in mercy he 


promised a Redeemer, in mercy he provided a 
sacrifice. 
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Spurgeon suggested ― “You might say that, mercy is 
God’s Benjamin, and he delights most of all in it. It is 
the son of his right hand. But it might also be called the 
son of his sorrow, for the mercy of God came to be 
revealed in the sorrow and death of God’s well-beloved 
Son.” 
 
Who is a God like unto Thee, O LORD? He is 
gloriously sovereign. He is infinitely just. He is perfectly 
holy. He is omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, 
incomprehensible, and eternal. And “he delighteth in 
mercy.” It is the glory of God and the pleasure of God 
to show mercy to sinners for Christ’s. 
 
In Christ, for his sake, God delights in mercy. It is his 
glory and pleasure to be merciful. And God’s mercy is 
active, operative, and effectual. God’s mercy in Christ is 
gloriously effectual. Now, watch this. ― Listen to what 
Micah says God will do for sinners, because “he 
delighteth in mercy.” 
 
1. He will pardon iniquity, because “he delighteth in 


mercy.”  
 
(Zechariah 3:1-5)  "And he showed me Joshua the high 
priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan 
standing at his right hand to resist him. 2 And the LORD 
said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even 
the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not 
this a brand plucked out of the fire? 3 Now Joshua was 
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clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. 
4 And he answered and spake unto those that stood 
before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from 
him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine 
iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with 
change of raiment. 5 And I said, Let them set a fair mitre 
upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, 
and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the 
LORD stood by." 
 
This word “pardoneth” means that he lifts up sin and 
takes it away. He lifts sin up off of us and lays it upon 
Christ, the true scapegoat who takes it away. 
 
2. The Lord God passes by the transgression of his 


remnant, because “he delighteth in mercy.” 
 
Having put away sin by the sacrifice of his Son, God 
passes by it, taking no notice of it, as if he did not see it. 
He will not impute sin to his people nor call them to 
account for it (Rom. 4:8). Through the blood of Christ it 
is covered, atoned, and washed away. 
 
“Our sins are so effectually removed that we shall not 
ultimately suffer any loss or damage through having 
sinned” (C. H. Spurgeon). 
 
Because “he delighteth in mercy,” I know that God 
forgives sin, and that he forgives sin… 


• Positively! 
• Comprehensively! 
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• Justly! 
• Irreversibly! 


 
3. God will not retain his just anger against his 


people, because “he delighteth in mercy” (Isa. 12:1-
2). 


 
(Isaiah 12:1-2)  "And in that day thou shalt say, O 
LORD, I will praise thee: though thou wast angry with 
me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst 
me. 2 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not 
be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and 
my song; he also is become my salvation." 
 
God’s anger, wrath, and justice, being fully satisfied in 
the sufferings and death of Christ, are turned away from 
his people. 
 
4. God almighty will turn toward us in compassion, 


because “he delighteth in mercy” (19-20). 
 
Micah 7:19-20  "He will turn again, he will have 
compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and 
thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. 20 
Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to 
Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from 
the days of old." 
 


• He will subdue our iniquities by blood and by 
power. 
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• He will cast all our sins into the depth of the sea. 
• He will perform his covenant of mercy and truth 


toward us (Jer. 31:31-34). 
 
“But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, 
hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved).” 
 
God, who delights in mercy, is willing to be merciful, 
even to all who call upon him (Ezek. 18:31-32; 33:11). 
 
Ezekiel 18:31-32  "Cast away from you all your 
transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make 
you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O 
house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of 
him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn 
yourselves, and live ye." 
 
Ezekiel 33:11  "Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord 
GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but 
that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of 
Israel?" 
 
Why will you die? 
 
• When God is willing to show mercy (Mic. 6:2-3)? 
 
Micah 6:2-3  "Hear ye, O mountains, the LORD'S 
controversy, and ye strong foundations of the earth: for 
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the LORD hath a controversy with his people, and he 
will plead with Israel. 3 O my people, what have I done 
unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify 
against me." 
 
• When Christ is willing to save? 
• When the gospel proclaims salvation free and 


unconditional in Christ? 
 
The only place to obtain mercy is at the throne of mercy, 
at the feet of King Jesus, the Son of God. Go to him, go 
to him now, and cry, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”  
 


Illustration: The Artist And The Beggar 
 


Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 


And that thou bidst me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 


 
Here is a lesson for gospel preachers ― If God 
delights in mercy, let his servants proclaim his mercy. 
― Let every word of human merit be accounted as 
blasphemy; and let the pulpit ring with mercy! 
 
Here is a lesson for all who profess faith in Christ ― 
If God delights in mercy, see to  it that you delight in 
mercy too (Matt. 6:12, 14-15; Eph. 4:32 - 5:1). 
 


• Be merciful to the ignorant. 
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• Be merciful to the poor. 
• Be merciful to the guilty. 
• Be merciful to one another. 


 
Here is a lesson for you who need mercy ― If God 
delights in mercy, you have no reason to fear seeking 
his mercy. ― There is not one hard, forbidding word in 
all the Bible to a sinner coming to Christ for mercy. The 
door is open. The invitation is free. Come to Christ for 
mercy. Are you willing to have his mercy? If you are, 
you may! Come, then; sinner, come and welcome to 
Jesus. 
 


Lord, Thou hast won, at length I yield, 
My heart by mighty grace compelled. 


Surrenders all to Thee. 
Against Thy terrors long I strove, 


But who can stand against Thy love? 
Love conquers even me. 


 
If Thou hadst bid Thy thunders roll, 


And lightening flash to blast my soul, 
I still had stubborn been. 


But mercy has my heart subdued, 
A bleeding Savior I have viewed, 


And now I hate my sin. 
 


AMEN. 








Sermon #66       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:      REVELATION 
     “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” 
 Text:   Revelation 1:1-3 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening—September 28, 2003 
 Tape #  Y-42b 
 Readings: Bobbie Estes and Larry Brown 
 Introduction: 
 
(Revelation 1:1-3)  "The Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave unto him, to show unto his servants 
things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and 
signified it by his angel unto his servant John: (2) Who 
bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of 
Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. (3) Blessed is 
he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written 
therein: for the time is at hand." 
 
It has been my singular object in these surveys of the 
Bible to show clearly that the singular subject, theme, 
and message of the entire Book of God, the Old 
Testament and the New, is the Person, work and glory of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As in creation, providence and 
redemption, so in the Holy Scriptures, it is the purpose 
of God “that in all things he might have the 
preeminence” (Col. 1:18).  
 
HIM BOOK 
 
The Book of God is a book all about Christ (Luke 24:27, 
44-48). The Bible is a Him Book. It is all about Him. 
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• All the promises and blessings of God given to sinful 
men and women are in Christ (Eph. 1:3). Apart from 
Christ, God promises nothing but wrath; and every 
supposed blessing will prove to be a curse.  


• All the love, mercy and grace of God is in Christ.  
• All the revelation and knowledge of the triune God is 


in Christ. 
Christ is not only the central message of Holy 
Scripture, he is the message of Holy Scripture. To 
understand that is to have the key that opens the 
Word of God and reveals its treasures. 
 
That which is true of the whole Volume of 
Inspiration is especially and gloriously true of the 
last, closing chapters of the Volume, the Book of 
Revelation. This last book of the Bible is Christ's 
revelation of himself to his servants. This Book is “The 
Revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:1). It is not the revelation 
of St. John, but “the Revelation of Jesus Christ” given to 
and recorded by John. It is not the book of revelations 
(plural). It does not contain many revelations. It contains 
one revelation seen in many things. It is “the Revelation 
of Jesus Christ.” 
 
TWO POINTS 
 
In his book, “More Than Conquerors,” William 
Hendriksen made two points that are crucial to a proper 
understanding of the Book of Revelation. First, “the 
theme of this book is: the Victory of Christ and of his 
Church over the Dragon (Satan) and his helpers. The 
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Apocalypse intends to show you, dear believer, that 
things are not what they seem!” God's purpose is not in 
jeopardy. Christ, his church, and his truth will be 
triumphant at last. 
 
The second point Hendriksen made is about the visions 
John describes. Each vision, or section of this book, 
must be interpreted as a vision covering the entire 
gospel age. “Each section,” Hendriksen wrote, “gives us 
a description of the entire Gospel Age, from the first to 
the second coming of Christ, and is rooted in Israel's 
history under the old dispensation to which there are 
frequent references.” Confusion comes when men try to 
mix the visions together and make them form a 
prophetic history of world events. Each vision is a 
picture of the Person and work of Christ in redemption, 
grace and judgment throughout the gospel age.  
 
Follow that basic, simple guide and you will not greatly 
err in interpreting the Book of Revelation, and your 
heart will be comforted and thrilled in reading what God 
has determined to do for you and with you in Christ. A 
general survey of these twenty-two chapters of 
Inspiration will give the reader a clear understanding of 
the fact that the revelation given to John and recorded in 
this Book is “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
 
FAITHFUL WITNESS 
 
1. Christ is “the faithful witness” (Rev. 1:5). 
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This title refers to our Savior's prophetic office. He is 
that Prophet of whom Moses spoke (Deut. 18:15; John 
6:14), both faithful and true. He is the faithful witness of 
God to his people (John 1:14,1 8), and our faithful 
witness before the holy Lord God, as our Advocate with 
the Father (1 John 2:12). 
 
FIRST BEGOTTEN 
 
2. Our Savior is “the first begotten of the dead” (Rev. 


1:5).  
 
This refers to our Redeemer's priestly office. If he is “the 
first begotten of the dead,” then he must have once died. 
He died for the sins of his people and rose again for their 
justification. When he arose as our Head and 
Representative, “he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us” (Heb. 9:12). 
With his own precious blood, our great High Priest has 
opened for us a way of free access to God (Heb. 10:19-
22). 
 
PRINCE OF KINGS 
 
3. Our Redeemer is “the prince of the kings of the earth” 


(Rev. 1:5). 
 
By virtue of his finished work of redemption, the God-
man, our Mediator, has been made the sovereign 
Monarch of the universe (John 17:2; Rom. 14:9; Phil. 
2:9-11). He is Lord and King even over his enemies. The 
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kings of the earth have their crowns and kingdoms from 
him; they rule by his decree, doing his will (Prov. 21:1); 
and one day soon they will all bow before his throne and 
glorify him as King. 
 
HIM THAT LOVED US 
 
4. The Lord Jesus is “him that loved us, and washed us 


from our sins in his own blood, and made us kings 
and priests unto God” (Rev. 1:5-6). 


 
He “loved us” particularly and distinctively, with an 
everlasting, immutable love. Because he loved us, he 
chose us in eternal election, became our Surety in the 
covenant of grace, and with his Father, predestinated us 
unto heavenly glory. 
 
Therefore, he “washed us from our sins in his own 
blood.” By the shedding of his blood, the Lord Jesus 
Christ effectually washed away the sins of God's elect. 
He washed our sins from the record of heaven, from the 
memory of God, and washed us from our sins, making 
us holy and righteous in the sight of God! That is the 
work of Christ in redemption. 
 
All whom he loved, he washed, and in the fulness of 
time, he makes them “kings and priests unto God.” That 
speaks of regeneration and conversion. Christ, sending 
his Spirit to redeem sinners, gives us a new, holy nature 
by which we are made to reign over the lusts of our 
flesh, so that we are no longer under the dominion of sin. 
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And as priests, consecrated to God, we have direct 
access to God through his blood. 
 
HIM THAT LIVETH 
 
5. The Son of God says, “I am he that liveth” (Rev. 


1:18).  
 
He lives forever because he is Life! Apart from him 
there is no life. He lives forever because he is the living 
God. But here he is talking about himself as the God-
man, our Mediator, who once was dead, having died as 
our Substitute for the satisfaction of divine justice. He 
died! We thank God for that; but he is now alive for 
evermore. Christ Jesus lives forever on behalf of his 
elect, those for whom he died.  
• He lives to make intercession for us (Heb. 7:25).  
• He lives to give eternal life to all his redeemed ones 


(John 17:2).  
• Because He lives we live also. We live in him, by the 


virtue of his death and by the power of his life. 
 
HOLDS THE KEYS 
 
6. Our all-glorious Lord Jesus Christ holds “the keys of 


hell and of death” (Rev. 1:18).  
 
Hell, in this place, simply refers to the grave. The Lord 
Jesus Christ, by the virtue of his resurrection, has power, 
authority and dominion over death and the grave (Ps. 
68:18-20; 1 Cor. 15:51-58).  
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(Psalms 68:18-20)  "Thou hast ascended on high, thou 
hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for 
men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the LORD God 
might dwell among them. (19) Blessed be the Lord, who 
daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our 
salvation. Selah. (20) He that is our God is the God of 
salvation; and unto GOD the Lord belong the issues 
from death." 
 
(1 Corinthians 15:51-58)  "Behold, I show you a 
mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, (52) In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
(53) For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality. (54) So when this 
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory. (55) O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory? (56) The sting of 
death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. (57) But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. (58) Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord." 
 
He conquered death, hell, and the grave when he died 
for us and rose again. Therefore, these great terrors have 
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no power over us to do us harm, and should cause us no 
fear (Heb. 2:14-15). Christ has delivered us from 
spiritual death in regeneration, the first resurrection 
(John 5:25), and shall deliver us from death and the 
grave in the resurrection of our bodies at the last day. It 
is written, “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection: on such the second death hath no 
power” (Rev. 20:6). 
 
HOLDS THE STARS 
 
7. He who is the Head of the church is “he that holdeth 


the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the 
midst of the seven golden candlesticks” (Rev. 2:1).  


 
These seven golden candlesticks are the churches of 
Christ in this world. How blessed are those people who 
are privileged to gather with God's saints in public 
worship (Matt. 18:20). The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, walks in the midst of his churches!  
 
The seven stars are gospel preachers, God's 
appointed pastors, who are the angels, messengers of 
God, to his churches. The Lord Jesus Christ holds them 
in his right hand, puts them where he wants them, gives 
them the messages they are responsible to deliver, uses 
them as he sees fit, and protects them as they go about 
his business. Let every true gospel preacher be esteemed 
by God's saints as an angel of God sent with a message 
from God for their souls (1 Thess. 5:12-13). 
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LION OF JUDAH 
 
8. He who is our Savior is “the Lion of the tribe of 


Judah” (Rev. 5:5).  
 
Our Savior sprang from the tribe of Judah and is 
comparable to a lion. Like a lion, he is strong and 
courageous. Like a lion, he devours his enemies. Like a 
lion, he always prevails. He prevailed over our enemies. 
He prevailed with God as our Surety and Substitute. And 
he prevails over the hearts of chosen sinners in saving 
grace. 
 
ROOT OF DAVID 
 
9. Our Savior is called “the Root of David” (Rev. 5:5).  
 
Later, he is called “the Root and offspring of David” 
(22:16). He is both the God from whom David obtained 
his life and the Man who came from the root of David's 
house. As a Man, our Savior arose “as a root out of a 
dry ground” (Isa. 53:2). Yet, he is the Root from which 
all his people draw their life. The Root of our family tree 
is Jesus Christ himself! 
 
THE LAMB ON THE THRONE 
 
10. “In the midst of the throne stood a Lamb” (Rev. 


5:6).  
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That Lamb standing in the midst of the throne of God is 
Christ our Savior, who was slain for us.  
• He is seen standing in the midst of the throne because 


he is the center of God's decrees and works and the 
One who executes all God's purposes.  


• He alone is worthy and able to open the book of divine 
predestination and fulfil it.  


• Christ stands in the midst of the throne and of the 
twenty-four elders (the church of God) and the four 
beasts (the preachers of the gospel) as the Savior of 
all his people and the One of whom all his servants 
speak.  


• The throne John saw represents the glory of God as 
well as the dominion of God; and Christ, as the Lamb 
of God, is the revelation and accomplishment of 
God's glory. 


 
THE MIGHTY ANGEL 
 
11. In chapter 10 we see our Lord Jesus Christ as the 


“the mighty Angel come down from heaven” (10:1-3). 
 
Our blessed Savior is the Angel of the Covenant (Mal. 
3:1), the Angel of the Lord’s Presence (Isa. 63:9), the 
Archangel (Jude 9), and the mighty Angel of the Lord 
who rules the universe, fulfilling the book of God’s 
decrees. To the wicked and unbelieving, he is the Angel 
of Judgment. But on behalf of his covenant people, he is 
seen as the Angel of Providence. He is the Messenger 
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sent by God to reveal his will, accomplish his purpose, 
and redeem his people. 
 
(Revelation 10:1-3)  "And I saw another mighty angel 
come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a 
rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were 
the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: (2) And he had in 
his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon 
the sea, and his left foot on the earth, (3) And cried with 
a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had 
cried, seven thunders uttered their voices." 
 
In the 20th chapter we see our Savior as the mighty 
Angel again, binding Satan and casting him into the 
bottomless pit (Rev. 20:1-3; John 12:31). 
 
(Revelation 20:1-3)  "And I saw an angel come down 
from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a 
great chain in his hand. (2) And he laid hold on the 
dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, 
and bound him a thousand years, (3) And cast him into 
the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon 
him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the 
thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must 
be loosed a little season." 
 
This great and mighty Angel is God our Savior (18:1). 
He alone has the keys of death and hell (1:18). No 
creature could ever bind the devil, or even hinder his 
influence. He was the greatest, most powerful creature 
of the Almighty. None but Christ, the Creator, could 
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bind him. In order to accomplish our salvation Satan had 
to be bound. And here we see Christ coming with the 
key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
He came to shackle a treasonous rebel and lock him 
away. The Scriptures plainly tell us that one purpose of 
our Lord’s incarnation and birth was to make war with, 
conquer, and bind the prince of darkness (Gen. 3:15; 1 
John 3:8; Rev. 12:5-11). And he has won the war! 
 
THE LAMB SLAIN 
 
12. The Lamb we saw standing in the midst of the 


throne (5:6) is “the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world” (Rev. 13:8).  


 
In the purpose and decree of God, in anticipation of the 
fall, for the fulfilling of God's covenant, Christ was 
looked upon by  God the Father as our all-sufficient, sin-
atoning sacrifice before ever the world was made. God's 
elect were looked upon in him as being saved from 
eternity (Rom. 8:28-31; Eph. 1:3-6; 2 Tim. 1:9).  
 
All that we experience in time of God's redeeming grace 
was done for us in eternity in God's decrees. Before the 
world was made, in the mind and purpose of almighty 
God, Christ was the Lamb slain. That means that in the 
mind of God, from all eternity, the covenant of grace 
was fulfilled, the ransom price was paid, the Surety was 
exalted, and God's elect were saved. 
 
FAITHFUL AND TRUE 
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13. The Lord Jesus Christ is called “Faithful and True” 


(Rev. 19:11).  
 
What a name for the Son of God! He well deserves it for 
he is faithful and true in all things. He is Faithful to his 
people, to his covenant, to his promises, and to himself. 
He is True. He is both the Truth and the True One. Jesus 
Christ is a true Friend and Brother (Prov. 17:17), a true 
Savior (1 John 1:9; 2:1-2), and a true Husband (Song. 
5:1-9). So true is this Husband to his bride that he will 
never leave her and will never let her leave him. 
 
THE WORD OF GOD 
 
14. He is “The Word of God” (Rev. 19:13).  
 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Christ is the 
Word by which God reveals himself and through which 
the triune God performs all his works.  
• He is the eternal, creating Word, by whom all things 


were made (John 1:3; Heb. 11:2).  
• He is the incarnate, revealing Word, by whom God is 


revealed to man (John 1:14, 18).  
• And he is the almighty, saving Word (Heb. 4:12-13), 


by whom God calls out and saves his people in 
regenerating grace. 


 
KING OF KINGS 
 







Through The Bible Series—REVELATION 
 


14 


15. Our Savior is the “King of kings and Lord of lords” 
(Rev. 19:16).  


 
As we saw in chapter 1, verse 5, the Lord Jesus Christ is 
the absolute, singular, rightful, sovereign Monarch of 
heaven and earth (Acts 2:32-36). 
 
(Acts 2:32-36)  "This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof 
we all are witnesses. (33) Therefore being by the right 
hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, 
which ye now see and hear. (34) For David is not 
ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The 
Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, (35) 
Until I make thy foes thy footstool. (36) Therefore let all 
the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made 
that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ." 
 
MAKES ALL THINGS NEW 
 
16. The Lord Jesus Christ is that one who declares, 


“behold, I make all things new” (Rev. 21:5-6).  
 
In grace, he makes all things new. “Therefore if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 
In heavenly glory, he makes all things new, granting to 
his people a new name and a new life, without the 
possibility of sin, sorrow, or death. And in the last days, 
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he will create “a new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness” (2 Pet. 3:13). 
 
ALPHA AND OMEGA 
 
17. So great and glorious, so full and perfect is our Lord 


Jesus that he is declared to be the “Alpha and Omega” 
(Rev. 22:13).  


 
He is the “a” and the “z,” the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end of all things. The covenant of 
grace begins and ends with Christ. The whole of creation 
has its origin in Christ and shall find its consummation 
in Christ. Every event of providence comes from Christ 
and shall glorify Christ. The entire Volume of Holy 
Scripture, from beginning to end, speaks of Christ. And 
in the salvation of God's elect Jesus Christ is the 
beginning, the end, and everything between (1 Cor. 
1:30-31). 
 
(1 Corinthians 1:30-31)  "But of him are ye in Christ 
Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: (31) 
That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord." 
 
BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR 
 
18. Our Redeemer is “The Bright and Morning Star” 


(Rev. 22:16).  
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He is the Light that shines in darkness, that shines in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God. He is the Day Star of grace, the Sun of 
Righteousness, risen over this sin-cursed earth, with 
healing in his wings. And he is the Star of that great 
eternal day yet to come. 
 
COMES QUICKLY 
 
19. Our dear Savior, the lord Jesus Christ, declares, 


“Surely, I come  quickly” (Rev. 22:20).  
 
Soon he shall appear! Suddenly, without warning, the 
King of glory shall come again to destroy his enemies, 
save his people, restore his creation, and glorify his 
Father. “Then cometh the end,” when the God-man 
Mediator will perform his last mediatoral work. He shall 
deliver up the kingdom, all the hosts of his elect unto 
God the Father, saying, “Behold I and the children 
which God hath given me!” And God shall be “all in all” 
(Heb. 2:13; 1 Cor. 15:24-28). 
 
NO MORE TEARS 
 
Then, we shall see his face, “and God shall wipe away 
all tears from our eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain: for the former things are passed away” 


(Re 21:4). 
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Impossible as it is for us to imagine, there is a time 
coming when we shall weep no more, when we shall 
have no cause to weep!  
• Heaven is a place of sure, eternal, ever-increasing 


bliss; and the cause of that bliss is our God!  
• Heaven is a place of joy without sorrow, laughter 


without weeping, pleasantness without pain!  
• In heaven there are no regrets, no remorseful tears, no 


second thoughts, no lost causes, no sorrows of any 
kind! 


 
If God did not wipe away all tears from our eyes, 
there would be much weeping in heaven. We would 
surely weep much over our past sins, unconverted loved 
ones forever lost in hell, wasted opportunities while we 
were upon the earth, our many acts of unkindness 
toward our brethren here, and the terrible price of our 
redemption! But God will wipe away all tears from our 
eyes — all of them!  
• In heaven’s glory there will be no more death to part 


loving hearts.  
• There will be no more sorrow of any kind. There will 


be no more crying for any reason.  
• There will be no more pain of any sort.  
• Why? How can these things be? — “The former 


things are passed away!” 
 
Our great God shall, in heaven’s glory, remove us 
from all sin, remove all sin from us, and remove us 
from all the evil consequences of sin. He will remove 
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us from every cause of grief. He will bring us at last into 
the perfection of complete salvation and every desire of 
our hearts will be completely gratified. Then we will be 
like Christ. We will be with Christ. We will see Christ. 
We will love Christ perfectly. We will serve Christ 
unceasingly. We will worship Christ without sin. We 
will rest in Christ completely. We will enjoy Christ 
fully. We will have Christ entirely. These things shall be 
our everlasting experience, without interruption! 
 
FACE TO FACE 
 
We are told in Revelation 22:4, “And they shall see his 
face.” What a blessed, glorious prospect this is! This is 
the great object of our hope, the great desire of our 
hearts, the great joy of heaven and the great fulness of 
our heavenly reward. The very Christ who died in our 
place at Calvary, fully satisfying the wrath and justice of 
God for us, will be seen by us.  
 
We shall literally see his face. It is delightfully true that 
we shall see and enjoy many things in heaven. But that 
which is now desired, and will then be enjoyed, above 
all else is the sight of Christ himself.  
 
It seems to me that our text also implies a spiritual 
sight of Christ, which is far sweeter. In the next world 
we shall have a greater ability to see Christ than we now 
possess. We shall see him perfectly and know him fully. 
And our vision of him will be uninterrupted. The 
paradise of God is a heaven of pure, intense, eternal, 
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perfect, spiritual fellowship with Christ. 
 
In that future estate of glory and bliss we shall have a 
clear, undimmed vision of Christ, because everything 
that now hinders our sight of him will be removed. 
Our many sins, our earthly cares and our sorrows in this 
world now prevent us from seeing our Lord as we desire. 
But then there will be nothing between us and our 
Savior. In glory there will be nothing in our hearts to 
rival Christ. We will love him as he ought to be loved, 
perfectly. Christ will not only be supreme, he will be all. 
 
Why do we consider this vision of Christ the greatest 
bliss of heaven? Why do we place such importance 
upon this one aspect of our heavenly inheritance? The 
reason is just this: when we see the Lord’s face our 
salvation will be complete.  
• Every evil thing will be completely eradicated from 


us.  
• When we see his face we shall be forever conscious 


of his favor.  
• And when these eyes see his face a complete 


transformation will take place. — “We shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is.”  


• We shall see things as he sees them. We shall think as 
he thinks.  


• Our will will be one with his will.  
• Our hearts will be one with his heart.  
• Then, when we see his face, we shall be perfectly 


satisfied. 
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How sweet, then is this promise of our Savior, 
“Surely, I come quickly!” How earnestly our souls 
ought to pray, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 


 
Amen. 








Sermon #34       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:     NAHUM 
     “The LORD is good.” 
 Text:   Nahum 1:1-7 
 Subject:  God’s Goodness in Wrath and in Mercy 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening—December 16, 2003 
 Tape #  X-93b 
 Readings: Lindsay Campbell & Larry Criss 
 Introduction: 
 
The mercy, love, grace, and goodness of God cannot be 
proclaimed too fully, believed too firmly, or extolled to 
highly. I rejoice to declare to men and women 
everywhere that “The LORD is good.” ― “The goodness 
of God endureth continually” (Ps. 52:1). ― “I had 
fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the 
LORD in the land of the living” (Ps. 27:13). ― “The earth 
is full of the goodness of the LORD” (Ps. 33:5). ― “The 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance” (Rom. 
2:4). ― “Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast 
laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought 
for them that trust in thee before the sons of men!” (Ps. 
31:19). 
 
We rejoice in the knowledge of God’s infinite, 
matchless, goodness. But, the church of this age has a 
terribly perverted sense of God’s goodness. There is a 
sense of God’s goodness in the church, and in the world, 
today that is totally unbiblical. In fact, it borders upon 
idolatry. It is a sense of goodness that robs the Almighty 
of majesty. It is a concept of divine love that denies 
God’s veracity. It is an idea of mercy that totally denies 







Through The Bible Series—NAHUM 
 


2 


the justice of God. The modern notion of God’s 
goodness totally denies his holiness. 
 
Those who have the idea that God is so loving, gracious, 
and good that he will not punish sin have no real idea of 
who God is. As Charles Spurgeon once said, "He who 
does not believe that God will punish sin will not believe 
that he will pardon it through the blood of His Son." If 
we would worship God, we must be captured by a sense 
of, an awareness of the majesty, glory, and power of the 
omnipotent God in his glorious holiness. 
 
If ever there was a generation that needed to hear the 
message of Nahum, it is this generation. In the opening 
verses of Nahum’s prophecy, we are confronted with a 
striking, bold declaration of God’s character. Here is that 
one true and living God before whom sinners are 
compelled to bow, recognizing his awesome, infinite 
majesty. This great God is “a consuming fire!” 
 
(Nahum 1:1-7)  "The burden of Nineveh. The book of 
the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. {2} God is jealous, 
and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is 
furious; the LORD will take vengeance on his 
adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies. {3} 
The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will 
not at all acquit the wicked: the LORD hath his way in 
the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the 
dust of his feet. {4} He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it 
dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, and 
Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth. {5} The 
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mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth 
is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that 
dwell therein. {6} Who can stand before his indignation? 
and who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? his 
fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown 
down by him. {7} The LORD is good, a strong hold in 
the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in 
him." 
 
NAHUM 
 
Nahum’s name means “comfort” or “consolation.” We 
know nothing more about him than that. We do not 
know who Nahum was, what kind of man he was, who 
his parents were, how long he lived, where he died, who 
his descendants were, or even if he had any descendants. 
All we know about this man, Nahum, is that he was a 
prophet of God who carried in his heart the burden of the 
Word of the Lord and faithfully proclaimed the message 
God gave him to his generation. Nahum was one of 
those men who faithfully served the Lord in obscurity, 
without fame or recognition in this world. But he was a 
faithful man who served a faithful God. For him that was 
enough. God tells us virtually nothing about Nahum; but 
Nahum tells us much about God. 
 
A MESSAGE OF JUDGMENT 
 
Nahum’s message was a declaration of God’s 
determined judgment upon Nineveh. He announces it 
immediately (1:1, 8). 
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(Nahum 1:1)  "The burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite." 
 
(Nahum 1:8)  "But with an overrunning flood he will make an utter end of the place 
thereof, and darkness shall pursue his enemies." 


 
About 100 years earlier the Lord had sent his prophet 
Jonah to this wicked city, warning them of wrath and 
judgment. Upon hearing Jonah’s message the city 
repented, turned from their idols and the ungodly ways 
of idolatry to the Lord God and worshipped him, and 
God who delights in mercy stayed his wrath. The city 
was spared. But, in the years that followed, the Ninevites 
forsook the Lord and turned again to their idols and to 
the ways of cruelty and lasciviousness that idolatry 
always produces.  
 
Now ''the burden of Nineveh'' was laid upon Nahum's 
heart by God. His prophecy graphically foretells the 
complete desolation of that people who violently 
persecuted the Jews. The destruction came 100 years 
later, when God, in his holiness, justice, and truth 
rewarded the sin of Nineveh with indescribable wrath. 
 
• In chapter 1 the judgment determined upon Nineveh 


is announced. 
• In chapter 2 the sentence upon Nineveh is described. 


God was determined to utterly and permanently 
destroy the great, renowned city. ― “Behold, I am 
against thee, saith the LORD of hosts” (2:13). ― “If 
God be for us, who can be against us?” But when 
God turns against us, who can be for us? 
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• In chapter 3 the prophet describes the execution of 
God’s wrath upon the city. It would not come to pass 
for another 100 years; but it would come to pass. The 
Lord God had bruised the city with an irrevocable 
stroke of justice. He declares, “There is no healing of 
thy bruise; thy wound is grievous” (3:19). 


 
To despise God’s mercy is to court his wrath. The 
Lord God had sent Jonah to Nineveh. He had displayed 
his grace to that wicked city, sparing them in his mercy. 
But they wilfully turned aside from the revelation of his 
goodness. Now, the reprobate city was under the 
irrevocable sentence of his wrath. 
 
Nahum’s prophecy describes the utter destruction of 
Nineveh; and the city was so utterly destroyed that every 
trace of its existence was covered until 1841, when some 
archeologists discovered it buried beneath the earth. The 
Ninevites thought they were impregnable. But the 
Almighty has his way in the whirlwind and in the sea, in 
the mountains and in the hills, in heaven and in earth. 
When the appointed time of wrath came, the Lord God 
raised up a pagan army to invade and destroy the city 
and caused it to be buried by the overflowing of the 
Tigris river which had long served as its protector.  
 
A MESSAGE OF CONSOLATION 
 
Nahum’s message to Nineveh was a message of wrath 
and judgment, wrath and judgment fully deserved. But 
that is not all there is to his message. As I told you in the 







Through The Bible Series—NAHUM 
 


6 


beginning of this message, Nahum means “Comfort” or 
“consolation,” and his message to God’s elect is a 
message of comfort and consolation, a message full of 
instruction. Go back to chapter 1 and observe how fully 
Nahum describes the great, glorious character of our 
God. 
 
Nahum began his prophecy with a declaration of God's 
attributes. He does not declare all the attributes of God's 
Being. No man could do that. But he does give us six 
distinct attributes of deity, six things which are essential 
to and descriptive of God's holy character. Who is God? 
What is he like? Nahum tells us that... 
 
1. "God is jealous." 
 
With God jealousy is not a fault, but an attribute. It is 
right for God to be jealous because he is perfect. Any 
assault upon his person, resistance to his will, rebellion 
against his rule, or objection to his work is evil. God is 
jealous for his Son ― Ask those who crucified him! God 
is jealous for his own honor and glory ― Ask Moses! 
God is jealous for his worship and ordinances ― Ask 
Uzza! God is jealous for his people ― Ask Pharaoh! 
God will avenge his own elect. He will avenge the honor 
of his name. He will avenge himself upon his enemies. 
Read verse two again. “God is jealous, and the LORD 
revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; the 
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LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he 
reserveth wrath1 for his enemies.”  
 
Today men talk about God's love as though his love is a 
fluctuating passion, like ours, and altogether isolated 
from his other glorious attributes. The fact that "God is 
love" does not in anyway diminish the fact that "God is 
jealous." In fact, it is God's love that makes him jealous, 
so jealous that he is "furious" and "reserveth wrath for 
his enemies." 
 
2. "The LORD is slow to anger." 
 
In other words, this great and terrible God, whose 
jealousy makes him furious, is also patient, forgiving 
and longsuffering with sinners. God is not in a hurry to 
punish sinners and execute judgment upon his enemies. 
Judgment is his strange work. And he always defers it, 
giving sinners space for repentance. This is mercy. God 
is willing to be gracious. God now affords his enemies 
opportunity to repent and commands them to do so (Acts 
17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9).  
 
3. "The LORD is great in power." 
 
He is the omnipotent, almighty God. He has all power, 
and can do all that he is pleased to do. Our God is a great 
God, because he is "great in power." A weak, frustrated, 
                                                           
1 The word "wrath" is not in the original text. It was added by our 
translators. What God reserves for his enemies is inconceivably and 
inexpressibly horrifying! "God is jealous" (Nah. 1:2). 
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defeated God is as useless as a bucket without a bottom, 
or a well without water. What is omnipotence? It is the 
ability and power of God to do all his pleasure (Isa. 
46:9-13), to perform all his Word (Isa. 55:11), to 
accomplish all his purpose (Rom. 8:28-30), and to save 
all his people (Rom. 9:13-18). A weak god is a 
frustration to those who worship him, because a weak 
god is always frustrated. The almighty, omnipotent 
Jehovah is the comfort and stay of those who trust him. 
 
4. "The LORD will not at all acquit the wicked." 
 
That is to say, God is just. Justice and truth are the 
habitation of his throne. Though he is longsuffering and 
patient, he will punish every transgressor. God's 
forbearance is not an indication that he lacks either the 
will or the ability to punish his enemies. He is great in 
power. And he is just. Therefore, "the soul that sinneth, 
it shall die." God will not clear the guilty. A just God 
cannot clear the guilty. 
 
"The LORD will not at all acquit the wicked." ― The 
mysteries of Calvary are bound up in this short sentence. 
When a known criminal is pardoned, something is 
desperately wrong, either with the law that condemned 
him or the administration of it. For God to acquit the 
wicked would indicate the same flaw, unless he can do 
so upon the grounds of justice satisfied. 
 
How can he be just, and yet be the Justifier of sinners? If 
God is just and must punish sin, how can any sinner ever 
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be saved? Will God lay aside his justice that he might be 
merciful? No. He cannot. Justice is essential to his 
character. How then can he save us? There is only one 
way ― Substitution (Job 33:24; Prov. 16;6; Rom. 3:24-
26). 
 
If God almighty saves a guilty sinner and forgives his 
sins, three things must be done. First, the sinner must 
be punished to the full satisfaction of justice. Second, his 
sins and guilt must be totally removed. Third, he must 
become perfectly righteous. And these three things can 
be done only by the substitutionary work of Christ. God 
punished the sins of all his elect to the full satisfaction of 
his justice when Christ died as our Substitute (Gal. 
3:13). He removed them from us altogether and put them 
away by the sacrifice of his dear Son (Heb. 9:26). And 
he has imputed to us Christ's perfect righteousness in 
exactly the same way and to the same degree as he 
imputed our sins to Christ (2 Cor. 5:21).  
 
5. "The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and in the 


storm." 
 
What do those words mean? They mean that the Lord 
our God, who is jealous, longsuffering, omnipotent, and 
just, is also totally sovereign. He rules all things. "And 
the clouds are the dust of his feet!" (Read Psa. 115:3; 
135:6). In all things, at all times, with all creatures, and 
in all places, "The Lord hath his way!" In creation, in 
providence, and in grace, "The Lord hath his way!" We 
rejoice in the glorious sovereignty of our great God, 
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knowing that God always exercises his sovereignty over 
all things for the redemption and salvation of his people 
(vv. 4-6; Isa. 45:7, 22; 50:2; 51:10-12). 
 
As we contemplate what the Lord God did in 
Nineveh, let us be reminded once more that “our God is 
in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath 
pleased” (Ps. 115:3). ― “Whatsoever the LORD 
pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, 
and all deep places” (Ps. 135:6). God did not wind up 
the universe, start it spinning, and then leave it to see 
what would happen. He is not the some far away 
observer of history. He is the God of history. He makes 
history.  
 
It was God who caused the wind to blow for Jonah one 
day and God who picked up the elements of nature and 
hurled them upon Nineveh another. 
 
Few there are who recognize these things. When some 
great tragedy occurs in the world, or an epidemic sweeps 
over the land, or pestilence strikes, no one turns to God 
in repentance, because no one imagines that God would 
do such things. But he declares plainly that these things 
are the works of his hands (Isa. 45:7). 
 
(Isa 45:7)  "I form the light, and create darkness: I make 
peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things." 
 
How little we see this. Yet, it should be evident to all. It 
was but a change in the wind that turned the tide of the 
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battle  of Gettysburg and forever altered the course of 
our nation’s history. ― ''He commandeth and raiseth the 
stormy wind'' (Ps. 107:25). Napoleon once challenged 
the world and God, saying, ''The Lord is on the side of 
the heaviest artillery.'' But that proud man with his 
mighty artillery was stopped in his tracks and defeated 
by an enormous accumulation of unexpected tiny 
snowflakes! ― “Fire and hail; snow and vapor; stormy 
wind fulfilling his word” (Ps. 148:8). And a century after 
Nahum's prophecy, God turned loose his elements, and 
Nineveh fell to the armies of the Medes. Judgment is 
God’s work. When we see it, let us be wise and seek his 
face. 
 
Even as the prophet describes the judgment of God, the 
fierce anger of his wrath, he raises a question which, 
when answered, carries a message of hope for sinners ― 
"Who can stand before his indignation? And who can 
abide the fierceness of his anger?" Not me! Not you! 
God's wrath would consume us like a snowflake in a 
blast furnace! But the Lord Jesus Christ, our great 
Substitute, stood before the indignation of almighty God 
and consumed his wrath for us! Do you see these 
attributes of God? The Lord is jealous. The Lord is 
longsuffering. The Lord is omnipotent. The Lord is just. 
The Lord is sovereign. 
 
Now read verse 7. "The LORD is good, a strong hold in 
the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in 
him."  
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6. "The LORD is good!" 
 
Our great God is good! Goodness is as essential to God's 
Being as sovereignty, justice, truth, and holiness. In fact, 
the very name "God" is an abbreviation of the word 
"good." Goodness is the character of our God; and the 
goodness of God gives us hope, comfort, and strength in 
the midst of our trials and sorrows in this world. Look at 
what the Holy Spirit here tells us by his servant Nahum 
about the goodness of our God. 
 
"The LORD is good!" ― Nahum has been talking about 
the storm of God's wrath, the terror of his justice, the 
greatness of his anger, whirlwinds, shaking mountains, 
melting hills, and burning earth. Then, he comes to a 
blessed, calm, serene island of rest ― "The LORD is 
good." I can no more explain the goodness of God than a 
thimble could contain the ocean. But I can tell you some 
of the things I know about God's goodness. 
 
God is essentially good. Goodness is essential to God. 
Without it, he would not be God. Goodness is so 
essentially the character of God that, as John Gill has 
observed, "There is nothing but goodness in God, and 
nothing but goodness comes from him" (James 1:13-14). 
He. permits evil, but overrules it for good (Psa. 76:10). 
He afflicts his children and brings many evil things upon 
us, but he makes the evil work for good (Rom. 8:28: 
Prov. 12:21; Gen. 50:20). God punishes sin with 
vengeance, but even that punishment of sin is good, as a 
vindication of justice and the protection of his kingdom.  







Through The Bible Series—NAHUM 
 


13 


 
God is singularly good. He is the only good One in the 
universe (Matt. 19:17). "God's goodness is the root of all 
goodness. Our goodness, if we have any, springs out of 
his goodness" (William Tyndale). 
 
God is eternally and immutably good (Mal. 3:6). The 
goodness of God never varies, changes, or alters. He is 
good, always good, good in each of his glorious Persons. 
God. the Father is good. God the Son is good. God the 
Holy Spirit is good. God is good in all his acts of grace 
(Eph. 1:3-14). God is good in all his works of 
providence (Rom. 8:28). In all that he has done, is 
doing, and shall hereafter do God is good. God is 
infinitely, incomparably, immeasurably good. Who 
can measure the goodness of God? To what shall his 
goodness be compared? He is good beyond our highest 
estimation of what good is. God is good to his own 
elect (Psa. 23:6). 
 
"The LORD is good!" That is a sentence worthy of 
constant meditation. Eternity itself will not tell out the 
fullness of God's goodness. And all his goodness is 
directed toward us at all times!  
 
“The LORD is a stronghold in the day of trouble." ― 
The only place of safety in this world is the place we 
find beneath the shadow of his wings (Prov. 18:10). The 
Lord who is good is our stronghold, our place of refuge. 
He is our refuge in the day of trouble (Heb. 6:18; 4:16). 
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We have our days of trouble as long as we live in this 
world, but notice how Nahum describes them. Everyday 
of trouble is “the” day of God's appointment. Every day 
of trouble is temporary ― only the “day” of trouble (2 
Cor. 4:17-18). Whatever the trouble may be, the Lord is 
our stronghold in the midst of the ‘trouble,’ every kind 
of trouble (Heb. 4:16). A stronghold is a mighty fortress 
for the protection of citizens against the aggressions of 
enemies. It is a place of safety, of peace, of residence, 
and of provision. 
 
"The LORD knoweth them that trust in him." ― Do 
you trust in him? Do you trust his Son, his finished 
work, his abundant grace, his many promises, his 
providential rule, his unerring wisdom? Do you trust this 
great, mighty, good God? If you do, hear this and be of 
good comfort ― "The Lord knoweth them that trust in 
him." 
 
That word "knoweth" is overflowing with consolation. It 
means that the Lord has foreordained and predestinated 
them that trust in him (Rom. 8:29). He everlastingly 
loves them that trust in him (Jer. 31:3). He loves us 
without cause, without condition, without beginning, 
without change, and without end. The Lord is intimately 
acquainted with them that trust in him (Matt. 10:30). He 
knows who they are, where they are, and what they 
need. The Lord graciously approves of and accepts them 
that trust in him (Eph. 1:6 ). The Lord holds loving 
communion with them that trust in him (John 15:15). 
The Lord tenderly cares for them that trust in him (Isa. 
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43:1-5). He is with you. He will protect you. He will 
provide for you. He will help you. He will keep you. 
 
Tamar may disguise herself so that Judah does not know 
her. Isaac, through dimness of sight, may pass over Esau 
and bless Jacob. Joseph may forget, or be forgotten by, 
his brethren. Solomon may not be able to tell who the 
child belongs to. And Christ may come to his own and 
not be received. But "the Lord knoweth them that trust in 
him." He knows Daniel in the lion's den. He knows Job 
on the dunghill. He knows Peter in prison. He knows 
Lazarus at the rich man's gate. He knows Abel falling to 
the ground by his brother's wrath. He knows me. And he 
know you (2 Tim. 2:19). 
 
And the Lord will publicly own them that trust him 
(Rev. 3:5). He owns us now. He owns us before the 
throne (1 John 2:1-2). He will own us before all worlds 
in the last day. Let us ever trust the goodness of God, 
even when we cannot see his goodness. Let us flee to 
and abide in our mighty Stronghold. Let us ever trust our 
Savior's loving care. If the Lord who is good knows us, 
we want nothing else to satisfy us. He knows us 
eternally. He knows us perfectly. He knows us 
universally (Psa. 107:8, 15, 21, 31). If he who is good 
knows us, all is well!  
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 Introduction: 
 
There is an appointed day of wrath and judgment. 
 
(Heb 9:27)  "And as it is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgment:" 
 
 (Acts 17:31)  "Because he hath appointed a day, in the 
which he will judge the world in righteousness by that 
man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from 
the dead." 
 
If you do not live in the conscious awareness that fact, in 
the conscious awareness of the fact that you must soon 
stand before the holy Lord God in judgment, in the 
conscious anticipation of eternity, you are living in a 
fantasy of unreality. You are living as a fool, in a dream 
world, refusing to face the facts of reality. Soon, you and 
I must stand before that august bar of divine judgment 
called “The Great White Throne.” 
 
(2 Cor 5:10-11)  "For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 
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things done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad. {11} Knowing therefore the 
terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made 
manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in 
your consciences." 
 
To live in unbelief, to live in contempt of and rebellion 
against Christ is to store up for yourself wrath against 
the day of wrath and the righteous judgment of God 
(Rom. 2:5). In that day, there will only be two groups of 
people, the just and the damned, the justified and the 
unjustified, the righteous and the wicked. 
 
If ever you come to face that fact, if ever you come to 
grips with reality, you will be forced to ask a question. 
You will be compelled to ask, “How can I live before 
God? How can I escape the wrath and judgment of God 
in that great day when he consumes the world in his holy 
terror? How can I be just with God?” If you are not 
asking yourself that question, you live in utter naivety, 
with your head in the sand. If that question has become a 
matter of concern to you, if you would know how to 
escape righteous judgment of God and the fury of his 
unmitigated wrath in hell, read the Book of Habakkuk. 
 
FAITH 
 
There is a statement found in Habakkuk 2:4 that is 
quoted three times in the New Testament. ― “The just 
shall live by his faith.” 
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(Rom 1:16-17)  "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
{17} For therein is the righteousness of God revealed 
from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by 
faith." 
 


• The emphasis here is on righteousness, the 
righteousness of God that we receive by faith in 
Christ. 


 
(Gal 3:10-11)  "For as many as are of the works of the 
law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them. {11} But that no man is 
justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, 
The just shall live by faith." 
 


• The emphasis here is on faith. Paul is declaring 
that believers do not obtain righteousness by their 
own works but by faith in Christ alone. 


 
(Heb 10:38-39)  "Now the just shall live by faith: but if 
any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in 
him. {39} But we are not of them who draw back unto 
perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the 
soul." 
 


• The emphasis here is on life, on living by faith. 
The Holy Spirit here declares that those who have 
been made righteous, receiving the righteousness 
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of God in Christ by faith in Christ, live throughout 
their days on this earth by that same faith, trusting 
Christ. 


 
Habakkuk seems to have all three of these ideas in mind. 
He tells us that sinners obtain righteousness and life by 
faith in Christ and that, being made righteous, God’s 
people live by faith in Christ. We know that that is 
Habakkuk’s message because he sings praise to Christ 
our Savior in the prophetic song of chapter 3 (v. 13; 
compare Matt. :21). 
 
(Hab 3:13)  "Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy 
people, even for salvation with thine anointed; thou 
woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked, by 
discovering the foundation unto the neck. Selah." 
 
(Mat 1:21)  "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins." 
 
THE MESSAGE 
 
In a word, Habakkuk’s message is this. ― There is only 
one way to live, clinging to Christ the Lord! Indeed, 
Habakkuk’s name means, “embrace, or cling,” and his 
message is just that. If we would live, we must live by 
clinging to Christ. 
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• In chapter 1 the prophet prays for Judah, against 
whom the Lord God was determined to send the 
Chaldeans in judgment. 


• In chapter 2 we see the watchman upon his 
watchtower, receiving God’s answer to his prayer. 


• In chapter 3 we have Habakkuk’s prayer of praise 
and faith, in the form of a psalm to be sung in the 
worship of God. 


 
The meaning of the word “Shigionoth” is doubtful. 
Some suggest that it means “ignorance.” Others think it 
means “stringed instrument.” Perhaps it is best to give it 
both meanings. Certainly, it is best to do so here. 
Habakkuk is here declaring, “Though I am ignorant 
before him, I will bow to my God, worship him, and 
sing praise to him upon my stringed instruments.” His 
song begins with a prayer, ends with a determined 
contentment of faith, and everything between is praise. 
Look at the prayer with which Habakkuk begins his song 
(3:2). 
 
(Hab 3:2)  "O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was 
afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the 
years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath 
remember mercy." 
 
• He heard God’s pronunciation of wrath, and was 


afraid, not for himself, but for those the Lord was 
determined to punish in his holy indignation. 
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• Then he prays for God’s church and kingdom. ― (1.) 
He prays for the Lord to revive, that is to preserve his 
work in the midst of his judgment. The (2.) he prays 
for the Lord to make himself known in the midst of 
the years of darkness and desolation, in the midst of 
his judgment. And (3.) he calls for the Lord God, in 
wrath, to remember mercy. 


 
That is my prayer to God in this day. ― "O LORD, I 
have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive 
thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the 
years make known; in wrath remember mercy." 
 
THE SITUATION 
 
Here is the situation Habakkuk was in. Judah was going 
to be invaded by the Chaldeans (Babylonians). The 
invasion took place at the end of the sixth century B.C., 
when Jerusalem fell to Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C. The 
Lord revealed this to his prophets long before it actually 
took place. He told them plainly that Judah was going to 
be punished for her sin, and that the instrument he would 
use to punish Judah would be Babylon. Unlike Joel, 
Zephaniah, and Amos, Habakkuk does not mention the 
possibility that judgment might be averted. He does not 
call for national repentance. It is too late for that. 
Instead, he predicts the destruction of Judah and beyond 
that the doom of the Chaldeans themselves. 
 
Yet, he declares that the only way to escape the coming 
wrath and judgment is by faith, by believing God. 
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Though judgment is certain, he declares that those who 
believe shall live.  
 
CHAPTER 1 
 
Carrying the heavy, heavy burden the Lord God had put 
upon him, Habakkuk cries out in 1:2-4 that Judah is full 
of violence, strife, and contention, that the nation had 
utterly cast aside God’s holy law. “Therefore,” he says, 
“judgment proceedeth.”  
 
In verses 5-11, the prophet faithfully declares the precise 
method by which the Lord God would destroy the 
nation. He was raising up the pagan, idolatrous, ungodly, 
barbarian Chaldeans, a vile, immoral, wretched people, 
to execute his wrath against a people who professed to 
be his people and appeared to be far more righteous than 
those who would destroy them. It was a prophecy so 
contrary to nature and reason, that when it came to pass 
the people would deny that God did it, though he had 
plainly told them he was going to do it (1:5). 
 
(Hab 1:5)  "Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, 
and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your 
days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you." 
 
ASSURANCE OF LIFE 
 
Now, look at verse 12. Here the prophet of God speaks 
with absolute confidence, assuring God’s true saints, the 
true believers, among those who professed faith in him, 
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that God’s judgment by which he would destroy the rest 
would not destroy them. 
 
(Hab 1:12)  "Art thou not from everlasting, O LORD my 
God, mine Holy One? we shall not die. O LORD, thou 
hast ordained them for judgment; and, O mighty God, 
thou hast established them for correction." 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
In verses 2 and 3 the prophet cried beneath the heavy 
weight of his burden. “O LORD, how long shall I cry, 
and thou wilt not hear!…Why dost thou show me iniquity 
and cause me to behold grievance?” Then, at the end of 
the chapter (1:13-17) he asked the Lord to explain 
himself to him, to explain to him why he would choose 
to use the Chaldeans to punish Judah? His question is, 
― “How is it you, O Lord, God who is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity, will execute your wrath upon 
Judah by a people even worse than they?”  
 
These were not the questions of a rebel, or a reprobate 
unbeliever, but the questions of a faithful man perplexed 
by God’s providential works. We might not be honest 
enough to put them into verbal expressions; but they are 
questions that frequently disturb us too. Are they not? 
These questions remind me of David’s great struggle in 
Psalm 73. 
 
(Psa 73:1-3)  “Truly God is good to Israel, even to such 
as are of a clean heart. {2} But as for me, my feet were 
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almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped. {3} For I 
was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of 
the wicked." 
 
(Psa 73:12-28)  "Behold, these are the ungodly, who 
prosper in the world; they increase in riches. {13} Verily 
I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands 
in innocency. {14} For all the day long have I been 
plagued, and chastened every morning. {15} If I say, I 
will speak thus; behold, I should offend against the 
generation of thy children. {16} When I thought to know 
this, it was too painful for me; {17} Until I went into the 
sanctuary of God; then understood I their end. {18} 
Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou 
castedst them down into destruction. {19} How are they 
brought into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly 
consumed with terrors. {20} As a dream when one 
awaketh; so, O Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt 
despise their image. {21} Thus my heart was grieved, 
and I was pricked in my reins. {22} So foolish was I, and 
ignorant: I was as a beast before thee. {23} Nevertheless 
I am continually with thee: thou hast holden me by my 
right hand. {24} Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, 
and afterward receive me to glory. {25} Whom have I in 
heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I 
desire beside thee. {26} My flesh and my heart faileth: 
but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever. {27} For, lo, they that are far from thee shall 
perish: thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring 
from thee. {28} But it is good for me to draw near to 
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God: I have put my trust in the Lord GOD, that I may 
declare all thy works." 
 
GOD’S ANSWER 
 
We must admit that we have struggled with the same 
questions. The earth is filled with glaring inequity. The 
wicked do seem to prosper while the righteous suffer. 
After raising the questions, Habakkuk resolves to wait 
for God's answer. We would be wise to do the same, and 
to lay the answer to heart. 
 
CHAPTER 2 
 
In chapter 2 Habakkuk stands upon his watchtower to 
await God’s answer, and the Lord gave it to him in a 
vision. He does not tell us what he saw, but it must be 
assumed that the rest of his prophecy is the result of the 
vision God gave him. I say that because God 
commanded him to write out the vision and make it 
plain (Vv. 2-3). 
 
(Hab 2:1-3)  "I will stand upon my watch, and set me 
upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say 
unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved. 
{2} And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the 
vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run 
that readeth it. {3} For the vision is yet for an appointed 
time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it 
tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not 
tarry." 
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And the declaration of God’s vision was first and 
foremost a word of instruction, reproof, and assurance to 
Habakkuk and to us (v. 4). Let us hear the instruction, 
bear the reproof, and rejoice in the assurance. 
 
(Hab 2:4)  "Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not 
upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith." 
 
The first thing we learn is that God is running things 
on schedule (2:3). Our time and God's time are not 
measured by the same clock. Israel offered sacrifices for 
centuries, in anticipation of Christ, the coming Sacrifice 
by whom sin would be put away. The Jews, in unbelief, 
fell into idolatry and were cast off by God, because, they 
refused to live by faith. They stumbled over the 
Stumbling-Stone. Going about to establish their own 
righteousness, they refused to submit to the 
righteousness of God, never realizing that “Christ is the 
end of the law for righteousness to everyone that 
believeth.” “The just shall live by his faith.” But they 
refused to believe and perished. 
 
Yet, ''when the fullness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the law” (Gal. 4:4-5). You 
can count on it ― not a single promise will fail! A 
thousand years are as a day in God's sight. 
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This is God's answer to all Habakkuk’s questions and his 
answer our own questions as well. ― ''The just shall 
live by his faith'' (Hab 2:4). 
 
As I showed you at the beginning of my message, this 
great statement made by God to Habakkuk is repeated 
three times in the New Testament. Each place describes 
a specific aspect of Christ’s all-sufficient and infallibly 
effectual work on behalf of his people, as our Surety and 
Substitute. 
 
1. Romans 1:17 
 
The first New Testament quotation is found in Romans 
1:17. It follows Paul’s declaration, ''For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth” (Rom 
1:16). Then the says, ''For therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, The just 
shall live by faith'' (Rom 1:17). 
 
In Romans 1, Paul is standing on the threshold of the 
great Epistle on Justification, in which he shows us how 
sinners are made righteous and just before God, not by 
works, but by grace. In this Book, the Book of God, God 
has left us a record of his wondrous work of redemption 
by Christ, a record of redemption accomplished by the 
righteousness and blood of his darling Son. Faith 
believes God’s witness, says “Amen,” to the testimony 
of God concerning his Son, and believing the record 
God has given concerning his Son, believing God, we 
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receive righteousness, free, unconditional, irrevocable 
and eternal justification. 
 
(Rom 5:9-11)  "Much more then, being now justified by 
his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 
{10} For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. {11} And not 
only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement." 
 
Like our brother, Abel, believing God, offering God the 
blood of his own Son, we obtain witness that we are 
righteous (Heb. 11:4). 
 
2. Galatians 3:11 
 
The second quote is in Galatians 3:11 ― “But that no 
man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is 
evident; for, The just shall live by faith.”  
 
Here, Paul is saying much the same thing as he wrote in 
Colossians 2:6. ― “As ye have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk ye in him.” The Galatians were being 
tempted by false preachers, Judaizing legalists, that 
having been saved by grace, justified by grace, they 
must now keep themselves and make themselves perfect, 
that they must sanctify themselves by their own works. 
 
Paul is not confusing justification and sanctification, but 
clarifying them. In the context (3:1-10) he is clearly 
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addressing the matter of sanctification. He is telling us 
that both are found in Christ, that both are received by 
trusting Christ, that both are works of grace received by 
faith. He is saying, “If you could make yourself perfect 
by works, you could justify yourself by your works. But 
that is evidently impossible, “for the just shall live by 
faith!”  
 
In Galatians 3:11 Paul is talking about the believer’s 
walk in this world. Just as we are saved by faith, we 
continue in life by faith. 
 
3. Hebrews 10:38 
 
We see Habakkuk’s words again in Hebrews 10:38. 
Here the Holy Spirit is talking about perseverance and 
the assurance of it. 
 
(Heb 10:38-39)  "Now the just shall live by faith: but if 
any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in 
him. {39} But we are not of them who draw back unto 
perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the 
soul." 
 
When the night is darkest, faith pierces the darkness and, 
seeing the light of God’s promise and grace in Christ, 
refuses to quit. Faith, like Habakkuk’s name implies, 
“embraces and clings to Christ.” 
 


Illustration: “Tie a knot and hang on!” 
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Now, let’s go back to Habakkuk. Judgment is coming. 
Every proud rebel shall be destroyed. But, even in the 
midst of the providential calamities of divine judgment 
in time, and when the great and final day of wrath shall 
come, those who live by faith have their eyes on One 
who is the Anchor of their souls, knowing that he is in 
his holy temple (2:14, 20). 
 
(Hab 2:14)  "For the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters 
cover the sea." 
 
• Certainly, this is talking about that last day, when 


judgment is over and God makes all things new. 
• It is equally certain that this is talking about this 


gospel age, in which the gospel of God’s free, 
sovereign, saving, grace and glory in Christ is spread 
over all the earth, even as God destroys the nations by 
the great whore of false religion, Babylon. 


• Still, there is more. If you have a marginal translation, 
you will see that the words of verse 14 might be 
translated, “the earth shall be filled by knowing the 
glory of the LORD.” That is to say, “We who believe 
God, who live by faith, knowing the glory of God in 
Christ, see the fulness of God’s purpose in all things 
through all the earth” (Rom. 8:28-39; John 11:40). 


 
HABAKKUK’S PRAYER 
 
CHAPTER 3 
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The Book of Habakkuk closes with Habakkuk’s great 
prayer of praise and faith. He gives us a great description 
of God’s majesty. He declares the wondrous history of 
God's dealings with his people in bringing them into 
Canaan, which portrayed the far greater blessedness that 
is ours in Christ, as we behold him who is the brightness 
of the Father's glory (Heb. 1:3). 
 
Three times in this prayer, Habakkuk uses the 
exclamation ''Selah,'' a word found nowhere else in the 
Bible except in the Psalms. This word is a call for us to 
pause, be silent, and consider. Someone suggested, it 
means, “listen to the divine illuming, to the divine light.” 
How we need this silence of soul before the Lord God in 
these days! Let us pause and listen to the divine light. 
 
As it was upon Mt. Sinai, that the whole earth was 
full of the glory of God (vv. 3-4), so it is now. If only 
we had eyes to see it, the whole earth is full of God’s 
praise. One day soon, all things shall show forth his 
praise. 
 
Even when God marches through the earth in wrath, 
with his glittering sword drawn, he is riding upon his 
“chariots of salvation” (v. 8), and goes forth for the 
salvation of his people by Christ, his anointed (vv. 12-
13). 
 
(Hab 3:12-13)  "Thou didst march through the land in 
indignation, thou didst thresh the heathen in anger. {13} 
Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even 
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for salvation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the 
head out of the house of the wicked, by discovering the 
foundation unto the neck. Selah." 
 
We are justified by faith; we walk by faith; we will be 
delivered by faith. This is the vision God gave the 
prophet of old. Habakkuk declares, “God is working out 
his eternal purpose of grace for the salvation of his 
people. In wrath, he does remember mercy, he is making 
himself known he is preserving his church and kingdom. 
Blessed be his holy name!” 
 
HABAKKUK’S FAITH 
 
Knowing this, the troubled, heavy-hearted prophet 
closes his song and his prophecy with a marvelous 
declaration of determined faith, bowing to the wisdom, 
goodness and grace of God’s adorable providence, even 
when it appears dark and difficult (vv. 17-19). 
 
(Hab 3:17-19)  "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, 
neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive 
shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock 
shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd 
in the stalls: {18} Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will 
joy in the God of my salvation. {19} The LORD God is 
my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, 
and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To 
the chief singer on my stringed instruments." 
 


“God moves in a mysterious way 
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His wonders to perform. 
He plants His footsteps in the sea, 


And rides upon the storm.” 
 


Deep, in unfathomable mines 
Of never failing skill, 


He treasures up His bright designs, 
And works His sovereign will. 


 
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take, 


The clouds you so much dread 
Are big with mercy and will break 


In blessings on your head. 
 


Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for His grace. 


Behind the frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face. 


 
His purposes will ripen fast, 


Unfolding every hour. 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 


But sweet will be the flower! 
William Cowper 
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 Introduction: 
 
The Book of Exodus concludes with the setting up of the 
tabernacle for the worship of God. This was the place where God 
met with his chosen people, the place of divine worship, the 
place from whence the Lord God gave out his word to his people. 
This tabernacle, being a picture of our dear Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the incarnate God, was made exactly according to 
the pattern God gave to Moses. The Book of Leviticus gives us 
the prescribed ordinances and ceremonies of divine worship. 
 
This Book was written by Moses 2500 years after the creation, 
about 1500 before the coming of Christ. The various sacrifices, 
rites, and ceremonies made here described were typical of Christ, 
and shadows of those good things to come by him for the 
everlasting salvation of our souls. 
 
THREE HISTORICAL EVENTS 
 
There are only three historical events mentioned in the whole 
Book of Leviticus. But those three historical events are very 
instructive. 
 
1. The first historical event recorded in this Book is THE 


CONSECRATION OF AARON AND HIS SONS AS 
THE PRIESTS of Israel (ch. 8-9). There is a twofold type 
here. 
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• First, the Aaronic priesthood represents the priesthood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Specifically, Aaron, as the High Priest of 
Israel, foreshadowed the Lord Jesus Christ, our great High 
Priest before God.—Divinely Chosen—Divinely Equipped—
Divinely Anointed—Divinely Approved.—Only Aaron could 
make atonement in the holy of holies, because he represented 
he who alone could and would put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself. 


 
(Hebrews 7:23-28)  "And they truly were many priests, because 
they were not suffered to continue by reason of death: 24 But this 
man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable 
priesthood. 25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them. 26 For such an high priest became 
us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens; 27 Who needeth not daily, as 
those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and 
then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up 
himself. 28 For the law maketh men high priests which have 
infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, 
maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore." 
 
• Second, Aaron’s sons represent the Church and Kingdom of 


God, as that “holy priesthood” of believers who serve God in 
the holy place day and night. Everything about these priests 
typifies and represents believing sinners in this world. 


 
(Leviticus 8:2)  "Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the 
garments, and the anointing oil, and a bullock for the sin 
offering, and two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread;" 
 
• These men were specifically chosen by God—Divine 


Election. 
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• They were God’s priests because they were Aaron’s sons. 
• They wore the garments of the priesthood—The Garments of 


Salvation—Imputed Righteousness. 
• They were accepted as priests because of a slain sacrifice. 
• They were anointed with holy anointing oil and washed with 


pure water—The Holy Spirit—The New Birth. 
• They were men who deliberately and voluntarily consecrated 


themselves to God. 
• They lived continually upon the sacrifice of God’s altar—


Christ. 
• They served the people of God. 
• They served God continually. 
 
(1 Peter 2:5-9)  "Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual 
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 6 Wherefore also it is 
contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner 
stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be 
confounded. 7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: 
but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders 
disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 8 And a 
stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which 
stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they 
were appointed. 9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should 
show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light." 
 
2. The second historic event recorded in Leviticus is THE 


DEATH OF NADAB AND ABIHU by the hand of God, for 
offering “strange fire before the LORD” (ch. 10).—Let all 
who would worship God understand the powerful lesson set 
before us in chapter 10. If we would worship God and find 
acceptance with him, we must come to him with that which 
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he has provided, Christ alone, and no mixture of anything 
with Christ. 


 
(Leviticus 10:1-3)  "And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, 
took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put 
incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, 
which he commanded them not. 2 And there went out fire from 
the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. 
3 Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the LORD spake, 
saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and 
before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his 
peace." 
 
3. The third historic thing recorded in the Book of Leviticus is 


THE STONING SHELOMITH’S SON FOR 
BLASPHEMY (24:10-16).—Those who blaspheme the 
name of God, curse him, denying him as God alone shall be 
destroyed by him. Though this unnamed wretch had a 
Hebrew mother, his father was an Egyptian; and he preferred 
both the gods and the people of Egypt to the God of Glory 
and his people. 


 
All the rest of the Book is taken up with the ceremonial laws God 
gave to Israel by Moses, concerning their sacrifices and 
offerings, meats and drinks, and different washings, by which 
God set Israel people apart for himself, and distinguished them 
from other people and nations. All these things were shadows of 
those good things to come, which are ours in Christ. This Book is 
called Leviticus because it is primarily about the Levitical 
priesthood (Heb. 7:11). 
 
Leviticus 20:26 
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You will find the central, dominant message of the Book of 
Leviticus 20:26. 
 
(Leviticus 20:26)  "And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the 
LORD am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye 
should be mine." 
 
Proposition: The message of this Book is this—God demands 
holiness and God gives what he demands in Christ. 
 
All the types and ceremonies, laws and sacrifices, priests and 
holy things spoken of in these twenty-seven chapters show us 
that our only way of access to God is Christ. But, blessed be his 
holy name, we do have access to God by Christ, because we have 
that holiness which God demands in him, by his obedience and 
blood. 
 
(Hebrews 10:14-22)  "For by one offering he hath perfected for 
ever them that are sanctified. 15 Whereof the Holy Ghost also is 
a witness to us: for after that he had said before, 16 This is the 
covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the 
Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will 
I write them; 17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no 
more. 18 Now where remission of these is, there is no more 
offering for sin. 19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 By a new and living 
way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to 
say, his flesh; 21 And having an high priest over the house of 
God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 
our bodies washed with pure water." 
 
HOLINESS 
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Look back at Leviticus 20:26 again. 
 
(Leviticus 20:26)  "And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the 
LORD am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye 
should be mine." 
 
This is both the command of God and the promise of God to his 
people. 
 
(Leviticus 19:1-2)  "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 
Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say 
unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am holy." 
 
(Hebrews 12:14)  "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, 
without which no man shall see the Lord." 
 
The Lord God is here declaring to his chosen, covenant people 
that they shall be a holy people—not partially holy—not mostly 
holy—but entirely holy. This is not a recommendation, but a 
declaration. It is a declaration of grace made to a specific people. 
 
The word “holy” has two distinct meanings. Both definitions of 
the word must be understood and applied here. 
 
• To be holy is to be separate, distinct, peculiar, separated and 


severed from all others. 
• To be holy is to be pure or purified. 
 
The Lord God here declares to his Israel, to all who stand before 
him as his covenant people, “You shall be separate, distinct, 
peculiar, separated and severed from all others, pure and purified 
before me.” 
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We know that this is the intent and meaning of this statement by 
comparing Scripture with Scripture. 
 
(Exodus 19:6)  "And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, 
and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak 
unto the children of Israel." 
 
(Leviticus 11:44)  "For I am the LORD your God: ye shall 
therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: 
neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth." 
 
(Leviticus 20:7)  "Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: 
for I am the LORD your God." 
 
 (1 Thessalonians 4:7)  "For God hath not called us unto 
uncleanness, but unto holiness." 
 
The Lord God almighty, by the work of his sovereign, free, 
distinguishing grace, takes such things as us, such things as he 
finds in the dung heap of fallen humanity and makes them holy. 
 
• By the Precious Blood of Christ! 
• By Divine Regeneration! 
• In Resurrection Glory! 
 
(1 Corinthians 6:9-11)  "Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall 
inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but 
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." 
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(Titus 2:11-14)  "For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men, 12 Teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world; 13 Looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works." 
 
(1 Peter 2:7-10)  "Unto you therefore which believe he is 
precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which 
the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 
8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them 
which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also 
they were appointed. 9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should 
show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were 
not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy." 
 
(Ephesians 5:25-26)  "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.” 
 
 (Jude 1:24-25)  "Now unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his 
glory with exceeding joy, 25 To the only wise God our Saviour, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and for 
ever. Amen." 
 
Alright, God requires holiness and God gives holiness to his 
people; but WHAT IS THIS HOLINESS? 
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Because we are so universally inundated with false, free will, 
works religion from our youth up we commonly think that 
holiness has something to do with austere, weird behavior. We 
tend to think that "holy" people are people who look and act as if 
they were weaned on a dill pickle and soaked in embalming 
fluid. 
 
We are all bit like that little city girl you’ve all heard about who 
on her first visit to the country saw a mule looking over a fence 
at her. She had never seen a mule before, and she said, "I don't 
know what you are, but you must be a Christian—you look just 
like Grandpa." 
 
Holiness is commonly associated with grimness, strangeness, 
oddness, something ugly and unappealing. And, frankly, as I 
have heard it described from the pulpit and read about it in the 
writings of men, I would have to agree with such thoughts. But 
that is not holiness. That’s just religious self-righteousness and 
religious delusion.—Asceticism. 
 


• The Corinthian Error 
• The Papists’ Error 
• The Puritan Error 
• The Error of All Works Religion 


 
The Word of God speaks of holiness in a different way. The 
Bible speaks of holiness as a beautiful and delightful thing. 
 
(1 Chronicles 16:29)  "Give unto the LORD the glory due unto 
his name: bring an offering, and come before him: worship the 
LORD in the beauty of holiness." 
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(2 Chronicles 20:21)  "And when he had consulted with the 
people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should 
praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, 
and to say, Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever." 
 
(Psalms 29:2)  "Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his 
name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness." 
 
(Psalms 60:6)  "God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I 
will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth." 
 
(Psalms 96:9)  "O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: 
fear before him, all the earth." 
 
(Isaiah 35:8)  "And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it 
shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass 
over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, 
shall not err therein." 
 
Holiness has something to do with wholeness. Holiness means 
wholeness, completion, entirety, perfection of being. There are 
no degrees to it. Either we are whole or we are broken and 
unwhole, complete or incomplete, perfect or imperfect. As a 
general rule, when reading the Bible, if you will think wholeness 
every time you read the word holiness, you will get a better 
picture of what holiness is. 
 
That is what the Lord is talking about in Leviticus. He says to his 
covenant people, "you shall be whole, because I am whole." God 
is complete. He is perfect. There is no blemish in his character. 
He exists in perfect harmony with himself. He is perfect in 
beauty. He is perfect wholeness. He looks upon his chosen in 
great, boundless grace, and says, "You too, shall be whole." 
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I do not deny, suggest, or imply that holiness does not involve 
separation, distinctness, and peculiarity. It certainly does. What I 
am saying is this—Wholeness is that which separates God’s elect 
from a ruined race. Wholeness, the blessed wholeness of grace 
and righteousness in Christ, is our separateness, distinctness, and 
peculiarity. 
 
(Titus 2:14)  Christ "gave himself for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works." 
 
Nothing is more desirable, nothing more beautiful, and nothing 
more rare than wholeness. We long to be a whole people. The 
whole Book of Leviticus, indeed the whole Word of God tells us 
how that God demands this wholeness and gives it to poor, 
helpless, broken, ruined sinners. He declares, “I am the LORD 
that healeth thee.” And he heals us by the sacrifice of his dear 
Son. It is written, “with his stripes ye are healed.” God almighty 
heals the broken, ruined state and condition of his people by the 
five things described in this great Book of Leviticus:—(1) 
Sacrifice—(2) Priesthood—(3) Atonement—(4) Restoration—
(5) Liberty. 
 
SACRIFICE (Lev. 1-7) 
 
As I have been trying to show you, The purpose of Leviticus is 
echoed in verses such as 11:44-45, 19:2, and 20:26: "Be holy, for 
I the Lord your God am holy.” The word "holy" appears more 
often in the Book of Leviticus than in any other book of the 
Bible. The Book of Leviticus both calls God's people to be holy, 
and shows us how sinners are made holy by Christ. 
 
In chapters 1-7, God gave Moses specific instructions about the 
sacrifices and offerings by which his people would be allowed to 
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approach him. In these five sacrifices, Israel was ceremonially 
provided with everything needed to make them whole, holy. 
These sacrifices represent the Lord Jesus Christ, in and by whom 
the Lord God gives us everything needed to make us whole, 
complete, holy before him (Col. 2:9-10). 
 
1. The burnt offering shows us the way to God (1:1-17). -- 


We must come to God by faith in Christ, who was consumed 
by the fire of God’s wrath as our Substitute. But our Lord 
Jesus Christ is that Burnt Offering who consumed the fire of 
God’s wrath for his people. 


 
2. The meat offering portrays the character of Christ, the 


God-man (2:1-16). – He who is our Substitute is most holy 
unto the Lord. – It also speaks of our consecration to God by 
faith in Christ. 


 
3. The peace offering speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is 


our Peace (3:1-17). – Christ alone can reconcile God and 
man. Christ alone can speak peace to the guilty conscience. 
Christ alone is our Peace. 


 
4. The sin offering, of course, represents Christ our 


Substitute (4:1-35). – Without the shedding of blood there is 
no remission of sin. There is no forgiveness with God except 
by the merits of a suitable, slain sin offering; and that Sin 
Offering is Christ. 


 
5. The trespass offering sets before us a picture of Christ’s 


atonement (5:1-6:7). – Our Lord Jesus Christ made 
atonement for the sins of his people by paying our debt to the 
full satisfaction of divine justice. 


 
I hear the Savior say, 
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“Thy strength indeed is small. 
Child of weakness, watch and pray, 
Find in Me thine all in all.” 
Jesus paid it all! All the debt I owed! 
Sin had left a crimson stain,  
He washed it white as snow! 
 
PRIESTHOOD (Lev. 8-10) 
 
Here is our unwholeness, our brokenness. Sin has separated us 
from God. We cannot come to him, approach him, and find 
acceptance with him. How, then, can we come to God and find 
acceptance with him? We must have a priest, a mediator, a 
daysman, an advocate. This God has provided in Christ. 
 
None but God’s Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ can represent us 
before God, make sacrifice for us in the presence of God, and 
bring to us the blessing of God. 
 
So great, so meritorious, so effectual, so worthy is our great High 
Priest that he makes us priests unto God! Yes, it is true… 
 
“Near, so very near to God, nearer I cannot be, 
For in the Person of His Son, I am as near as He!” 
 
(1 John 2:1-2)  "My little children, these things write I unto you, 
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2 And he is the propitiation for 
our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world." 
 
ATONEMENT (Lev. 11-16) 
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Christ is our great High Priest; but a priest is useless without a 
sacrifice. Christ is both our Priest and our sin-atoning Sacrifice, 
the Lamb of God who has taken away our sins! 
 
(Isaiah 53:9-11)  "And he made his grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet it pleased the LORD 
to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his 
soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his 
days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 
He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by 
his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he 
shall bear their iniquities." 
 
RESTORATION (Lev. 17-24) 
 
Leviticus 17-24 shows us typically that which is the result of 
Christ’s sin-atoning sacrifice as our Substitute. Because Christ 
has made atonement for us and put away our sins by the sacrifice 
of himself, God almighty sends his Spirit in omnipotent saving 
grace and restores us to himself, reconciles us, and brings us into 
fellowship with him as the sons of God, causing us to walk with 
him in the obedience of faith, worshipping him. He says, “I am 
the Lord your God, which have separated you from other 
people” (20:24). In other words, he says to you and me, as we 
come to him through the sacrifice of Christ, “I am yours and you 
are mine!” Even now, he owns us as his! 
 
(Leviticus 20:26)  "And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the 
LORD am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye 
should be mine." 
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The only thing left is that for which Paul longed, when he cried, 
“O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death?” 
 
LIBERTY (Lev. 25-27 
 
Leviticus 25 opens with the blowing of the jubilee trumpet. I can 
hardly wait. Soon, Christ shall come again. Then liberty, the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God! Then, blessed be his name, 
then we shall be made whole! 
 
I read a story today of a true incident which illustrates what I am 
trying to communicate. He told of a children's service at a rescue 
mission in a Midwestern city a few years ago. Children were 
putting on the program, and one little boy was to give a 
recitation. He was only about five or six years old and he had a 
deformity; he was a humpback. As he walked across the stage to 
give his recitation it was evident that he was very shy and afraid, 
and very much aware of his condition. In fact, it was the first 
time that he had ever tried anything like this and it was a great 
struggle for him. 
 
Two older fellows had come into the back of the room intending 
to ridicule the service. One of them called out to this boy as he 
walked across the stage, "Hey, bud, where are you going with 
that pack on your back?" The little boy was completely 
demoralized, and he just stood there and sobbed. 
 
A man got up out of the audience and came up to the platform. 
He knelt down by the little boy and put his arm around him. He 
said to the audience, "It must take a very callous and cruel person 
to say something like that to a little boy like this. He is suffering 
from something that is not his fault at all. In spite of this 
deformity, he was trying for the first time to venture out and say 
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something in public. This remark has cut him deeply. But I want 
you to know that I love him just the way he is; this little boy is 
mine, he belongs to me, and I'm proud of him" And he led the 
boy off the platform. That is what God is really saying to us. He 
sees our hurt and our heartache and our longing and our 
brokenness, and he says, "You're MINE" 
 
But that isn't all. Because of his power and wisdom, God says, 
with that wonderful hopefulness of a loving father, "You shall be 
mine---healed, made whole, with all your blemishes and 
deformities corrected, all your faults straightened out, all your 
iniquities set aside, all your tangled relationships unsnarled. You 
shall be whole, for I am whole." That is what this book is about, 
that is what the Bible is about, and that is what Jesus Christ is 
about. 








Chapter 4 
 


NUMBERS 
Our Failure and God’s Faithfulness 


 
If you read the Old Testament as nothing more than a history of ancient events concerning 
people who lived a long, long time ago, it is just about as boring as a textbook on mathematics. If 
you read it as nothing more than a book of hidden prophetic mysteries, it may be more 
interesting, but it is still a book with no meaning to you personally. However, if you the Old 
Testament as a picture of what is happening in your own life experience of redemption and 
grace, it becomes lively and fascinating. If you see in the Old Testament pictures of Christ and 
his great work of redemption, pictures of his love for and grace to your soul, it becomes precious 
beyond description. 
 
 So, when we read about and study the history of the nation of Israel in the Old Testament, we 
must constantly remind ourselves that the Lord our God is not here giving us the history of a 
quaint little nation in a remote part of the world. God’s interest in and purpose for the nation of 
Israel was singular. He raised up and used that nation as a vehicle for the accomplishment of his 
purpose of grace and redemption in Christ, no more and no less. 
 
 The Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible) and the Book of Joshua symbolically 
display every believer’s experience of grace and salvation in and by the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
these first six Books of Inspiration we see how that the Lord our God brings us from the bondage 
and curse of sin and death sin into “the glorious liberty of the sons of God.” The whole Old 
Testament was written so that we might see in vivid types and shadows and pictures what the 
New Testament declares to be true. All those things that happened to Israel in the Old Testament 
came to pass and were written down in the Book of God for our comfort and edification. This is 
precisely what the Holy Spirit tells us in Romans 15:4 and 1 Corinthians 10:11. 
 


• Genesis, the Book of Beginnings, shows us our great need of redemption and grace. 
• Exodus, the Book of Deliverance, displays our experience of grace in redemption. 
• Leviticus, the Book of the Priesthood, typifies our atonement by Christ, which is the basis 


and effectual cause of deliverance. 
• Numbers, the Book of Numbering, displays our (the believer’s) weakness, unbelief, and 


failure in this world. 
• Deuteronomy, the Book of the Law, shows us God’s immutability and his faithfulness to 


his covenant people in the second giving of his law. 
• Joshua, the Book of Deliverance, displays our entrance into and everlasting possession of 


all the blessings of grace and glory in eternal, resurrection glory with and by our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


 
 The fourth Book of Moses is called “Numbers” because it opens with the numbering of the 
children of Israel (1:1-4:49) and concludes with the numbering of the people again (26:1-65). 
Both numberings were done, not as acts of pride and presumption (2 Samuel 24), but by the 
express command of God. 
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 If you read through the first five Books of the Bible at one sitting, it appears that Leviticus 
might be out of sync with the others, because it interrupts the historic narrative. That is because 
the Book of Leviticus is a parenthetical explanation of God’s work with his people. Genesis 
shows us our great need of redemption and grace. Exodus displays our experience of salvation in 
time. Leviticus shows us, in type and picture, that God deals with us in grace upon the basis of 
Christ’s finished work of atonement as our Substitute. Then, the Book of Numbers picks up the 
historic narrative, a narrative portraying our struggles as believers in this world with the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, assuring us that God still continues to deal with his covenant people in 
grace upon the basis of Christ’s finished work, not upon the basis of our experience. 
 
 The Book of Numbers covers most of the period of Israel’s forty years in the wilderness and 
the events connected with their wilderness journey. It begins with the numbering of the children 
of Israel. It describes the divine order by which the camp of Israel was arranged and the order of 
their movement from one place to another, as the marched through the wilderness toward Canaan 
for forty years, until all the adults (those twenty years old and upward) who came out of Egypt 
died. (Someone suggested that Israel’s wilderness journey was the longest funeral procession in 
history.) 
 
 Those forty years in the wilderness were the result of the nation’s unbelief, specifically their 
refusal to believe the report of Joshua and Caleb after the twelve spies had spied out the land of 
Canaan. Because they chose to follow the lead of the unbelieving spies, God judged the nation, 
and that generation entered not into the land of promise, but died in the wilderness, because of 
unbelief. The only adults who left Egypt and entered the land of Canaan were Joshua and Caleb. 
Once the old generation was dead, God commanded that the new generation, that generation to 
be led by Joshua into the land of promise, be numbered. So, we have the second numbering of 
Israel at the close of the Book.  
 
Our Unbelief 
 
Now, let’s see what the message of this Book of Numbers is. I don’t mean, Let’s see what we 
can use in Numbers to teach the Gospel of Christ. I mean, Let’s see what the message of the 
Book of Numbers is. How does God the Holy Spirit here teach us the Gospel? 
 


In these thirty-five chapters we are confronted with that which may be the most difficult 
thing for us to learn as God’s people in this world. We are confronted head-on with that which 
causes us more trouble than anything else in this life—our own unbelief! It is ever the tendency 
of our fallen nature to lean unto our own understanding, if not our own to someone else’s. The 
Book of Numbers teaches us that we must believe our God, that we must trust and follow Christ 
in all things (Pro. 3:5-6), not human reason, our own or someone else’s! 
 


This is where I struggle most. I suspect it is the same with you. How we dishonor our God by 
unbelief! We all foolishly imagine that what we want to do and the way we want to do it is the 
right way. Oh, we say, “The Lord knows best.” But rarely to we act like he does. Like these 
ancient Jews, you and I must learn that God really does know best. He knows what he is doing 
when he acts. He knows what he is talking about when he speaks. What he tells us is the truth. 
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All that he says, all that he does, and all that he requires of us is always for our good and his 
glory. 
 


How I wish I could learn to live as a man who really believes that! God’s way is always 
right. Our way is always wrong. With regard to all things, Solomon’s word is true, no matter 
what friends, family, the world, and our own proud flesh may think to the contrary. "There is a 
way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death" (Pro. 14:12). 
The book of Numbers is a picture of that experience in the believer. 
 


Here we have a picture of a people It is a picture of people who have come out of Egypt and 
have crossed the Red Sea believing God. They have seen Pharaoh and his armies drowned in the 
sea. They are going to the land of Canaan, believing God’s promise to give them the land for 
their inheritance as his covenant people. But they have not yet reached the land. They are 
pressing toward the mark; but they have not yet attained the prize. They had the faith to follow 
God out of the bondage and slavery and darkness; but they have not yet come into the fullness of 
liberty and rest in Christ. 


 
How much like them we are! We believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. We trust him for the 


forgiveness of our sins. We have seen Satan cast out and our sins drowned beneath the blood of 
Christ. We are moving toward heavenly glory. But we have great trouble trusting our Savior to 
provide for, protect, and guide us in our daily lives and through our daily struggles. 
 
Our Faithful God 
 
But, blessed be his name, our God is faithful still! His faithfulness, his mercy, his grace, his 
provision is never altered by our experience. He deals with us upon the basis of his covenant and 
the accomplished redemption of our souls by the sacrifice of his dear Son (@ Tim. 2:13, 19: Ps. 
103:8-14; Isa. 43:1-7). Let every ransomed soul, proclaim with Jeremiah, “Great is thy 
faithfulness!” 
 


We see this fact of God’s faithfulness, faithfulness in spite of our horrid unbelief, when we 
get to the latter part of the Book of Numbers (chapters 21-35). Here we see Israel triumphing 
over their enemies by the hand of God. Their many enemies surround them. The outward forces 
of Kings Arad, Sihon, and Og, the King of Bashan, and the attempts of Balaam, the false prophet 
to try to undermine the purpose of God, all resulted only in greater blessedness of Israel. 
 


The Book of Numbers tells us, in the clearest terms God himself can find, that though we are 
disobedient, though we are rebellious, though we are so full of unbelief and sin, though we live, 
it seems, in utter barrenness and emptiness of soul year after year after year in this waste and 
howling wilderness, our great God will never leave us nor forsake us (Heb. 13:5). Even in the 
midst of our weakness, he is our Strength. Even when we fall, he protects us, lifts us up, and 
holds us in the hands of his omnipotent mercy and immutable grace! 
 
Pictures of Christ 
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There are four distinct and direct pictures of our Lord Jesus Christ in this Book. Aaron’s rod that 
budded (17:1-13) was a picture of life out of death by which God identified Aaron as his servant. 
As Aaron was, by the budding of his rod, publicly declared to be God’s servant and priest, the 
Lord Jesus Christ was publicly owned as and declared to be the Son of God with power by his 
resurrection from the dead (Rom. 1:3-4). 
 


The water that flowed from the smitten rock (20:1-13 and 1 Cor. 10:4) was a vivid picture of 
Christ and our salvation by him. As the rock brought forth water, only after it was smitten by 
Moses, so the Son of God yields the water of life to chosen sinners only by being smitten to 
death, to the full satisfaction of divine justice, by the rod of God’s holy law. 
 


The brazen serpent (21:1-9) was another clear type and picture of our great Savior (John 
3:14-16). Because the children of Israel murmured against him, in judgment the Lord God sent 
fiery serpents upon them. The poisonous venom from those fiery serpents killed many. When 
Moses prayed for the people the Lord commanded him to make a serpent of brass and lift it up 
upon a pole, promising, “everyone that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live...And it came 
to pass that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.”  
 
 Gospel preachers are like the pole to which Moses fastened the brazen serpent. Our only 
function is to hold up Christ crucified before sinners. The gospel we preach is Jesus Christ. We 
do not merely preach a Christ centered gospel. Christ is the gospel we preach. There is a huge 
difference.  
 
 Pastor Roger Ellsworth, in his excellent book, The Guide, suggests that the brazen serpent 
(God’s remedy for Israel’s ruin) typified the Lord Jesus in six ways. He wrote… 
 


1. The remedy was not Moses’ idea but God’s. Salvation from sin is not produced 
by men but only by God. 


2. The remedy consisted of Moses making a serpent in the form of the poisonous 
serpents. The Lord Jesus Christ was made in the form of sinful men (Phil. 2:8). 


3. As the serpent of brass had no venom, so Christ had no sin (2 Cor. 5:21). 
4. As the serpent of brass was lifted up on a pole, so Christ was lifted up on the cross 


(John 3:14). 
5. All that was necessary for the people to be healed was to look at the brass 


serpent., and all that is necessary for healing of sin is to look at Christ. 
6. As there was only one remedy for the people of Israel, the serpent on the pole, so 


there is only one way of eternal salvation, Jesus Christ. 
 
 Many other important points of similarity between Christ and the brazen serpent have been 
made by others. (John Gill, in his commentaries on Numbers and John, gave many excellent 
comparisons.) There is one other comparison that must be added. It is very important, but often 
overlooked. – All who looked upon the brazen serpent were immediately healed of their plague, 
and every sinner who looks to Christ by faith is immediately made whole. 
 


The cities of refuge (35:9-34) were also typical of our Lord Jesus Christ, the refuge of our 
souls, the refuge of salvation. Believers are men and women who have fled for refuge unto him, 
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like the man-slayer in the Old Testament fled for refuge to one of the cities of refuge. Even the 
names of the cities were typically significant and instructive (Ex. 21:13; Num. 35:6, 11, 14; 
Deut. 21:2, 9; Jos. 20:1-9). – Kedesh means, "holy." Christ is holy, both as God and man, and is 
our holiness before God, that “holiness without which no man shall see the Lord.” – Shechem 
means, "the shoulder." Christ not only bore our sins in his own body on the tree, he bears and 
carries their persons; and the government of his church and kingdom is on his shoulders. There, 
on his omnipotent shoulders, we are safe and secure. – Hebron means, "fellowship." Believers 
have fellowship with Christ and with the Father in him; and in him we have fellowship with one 
another. – Bezer means, "a fortified place." Christ is our stronghold, our high tower, and our 
place of defense. To him we run; and in him we are safe. – Ramoth means, "exaltations.” Our 
Lord Jesus Christ is exalted at God's right hand, and in due time he will exalt those that trust in 
him. – Golan means "manifested." Christ is God “manifest in the flesh.” The Son of God was 
manifest to take away our sins and destroy the works of the devil; and he will be gloriously 
manifest and revealed at the last day. 


 
 In addition to these types, our Lord Jesus Christ is clearly spoken of prophetically by the 
false prophet Balaam (24:17-19 - Compare John 11:47-52). So great is our God that he uses both 
Balaam’s ass and false prophets like Balaam (men far beneath Balaam’s ass) to deliver his 
message when he is pleased to do so. Christ is that Star coming out of Judah and that Scepter 
(Law Giver) out of Israel. His birth was announced by a star put in the sky by God’s hand (Matt. 
2:2). He is called “the Bright and Morning Star” (Rev. 22:16). And he is the Deliverer (the 
Scepter) who comes out of Zion for the salvation of his people (Rom. 11:26). 
 
The Lessons 
 
Now, let me show you some of the lessons the Spirit of God would have us learn from this Book. 
First, There is nothing so dishonoring to our God and so harmful to us in this world as unbelief. 
We see this clearly in the major theme of the Book of Numbers. God sent Israel in to spy out the 
land of Canaan, but they believed not God (chapters 13 and 14). Therefore, the Lord God set 
upon them forty years of judgment, forty years (one year for every day the spies were in the land 
of Canaan) of wandering from place to place in the wilderness. 
 
 I have emphasized the fact that God’s favor is never determined by our experience. Divine 
favor is altogether gracious, free, and unconditional. Yet, as God judged Israel for their unbelief, 
he chastens us for ours, to teach us to believe him. That is a great blessing. Still, the Word of 
God is crystal clear. We rob ourselves of much blessedness in this world by our unbelief Isa. 
48:17-19; John 11:40; Matt. 23:37-38). 
 


Second, God almighty demands that those who speak for him be heard and obeyed (11:1-
17:13). The lessons of God’s judgment upon the sons of Korah need to be learned. God’s 
ambassadors are God’s ambassadors. Hear them, and you hear God. Refuge and disobey them, 
and you refuse and disobey God. 
 


Third, multitudes, like the sons of Korah and the mixed multitude in Israel, have a barren 
familiarity with the things of God. J. C. Ryle wrote, “Nothing so hardens the hearts of men as a 
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barren familiarity with the things of God.” A barren familiarity with Christ and his gospel is 
damning and will ultimately bring God’s most severe wrath to eternity. 
 


Fourth, the most deadly thing in this world is the error of Balaam (Jude 11;14). What was 
Balaam’s error? He served God (or pretended to) for hire (Num. 22:7). He was a man motivated 
by covetousness. Being such a man, Balaam taught Israel to mix the worship of God with the 
worship of idols (Num. 25:1-3). He did not teach them to abandon the worship of God, or even 
to alter it. He simply taught them that the way to get along with the heathen among whom they 
sojourned was to compromise with them, accepting their gods as God. That is idolatry of the 
worst kind. 
 
 Fifth, there is but one remedy for human sin, but one way of salvation and eternal life. The 
only way Israel could be saved from the fiery serpents was by looking to that brazen serpent 
Moses lifted up before them. And the only way you and I can be saved is by looking to Christ, 
our crucified Savior (John 12:32; 14:6; Isa. 45:20-22). 
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 Introduction: 
 
There is a word of counsel from our God in the opening 
sentence of Zephaniah 3:8 that we cannot read, or hear, 
or think upon too frequently. It is a word of counsel that 
our God graciously gives us through out the Volume of 
Holy Scripture. It is a word of counsel and instruction 
that summarizes the message of the prophets and the 
message of the apostles. If the Lord God will give us 
grace to heed it, this word of counsel and instruction will 
be of immeasurable benefit to our souls as long as we 
live in this world. ― “Wait ye upon me, saith the 
LORD.” 
 
A PROPHECY OF JUDGMENT 
 
The Book of Zephaniah is a prophecy of judgment. The 
bulk of his prophecy is taken up with identifying the sins 
for which God would send his wrath upon men and 
announcing the horror awaiting every rebel (1:1-3:8). 
Guilt must be exposed before grace can be announced. 
Sinners must be convinced of their guilt, or they will 
never seek grace. Therefore God’s prophets pointedly 
identify our guilt, and convince us of the wrath and 
judgment of God that we deserve, before declaring his 







Through The Bible Series—ZEPHANIAH 
 


2 


mercy and grace. Zephaniah follows that pattern. After 
announcing the certainty of divine judgment, he declares 
the certainty of God’s mercy, love and grace for his 
elect, and the absolute certainty of God’s salvation of 
them (3:9-20). 
 
IDOLATRY 
 
In Zephaniah’s day the professed church and kingdom of 
God (the nation of Judah) was in a state of 
unprecedented spiritual darkness. We get some idea of 
the condition of the land when we read 2 Kings 22:1-20. 
• Idolatry was rampant throughout the land. Pagan 


priests and those men who were supposed to be the 
Lord’s priests (1:4), the priests of Baal and the priests 
of Jehovah formed a nice, ecumenical ministerial 
association and worked in perfect harmony with one 
another to blaspheme God and destroy the souls of 
men. 


• The people of Judah, for the most part, while 
professing to worship God, worshipped Moloch in the 
name of Jehovah (v. 5). 


• There were apostates throughout the land, people who 
had abandoned the worship of God altogether, and yet 
continued to profess faith in him, people who wore 
Jehovah’s name when it was convenient, but never 
inquired after him (1:6). 


 
MORAL DECADENCE 
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As is ever the case, wherever idolatry rules, moral chaos 
follows. Whenever men and women abandon the 
worship of God, ignore his Word and despise his law, 
moral degeneracy is the result. It matters not what 
religion they adopt (And they will adopt some religion.), 
their religion inevitably brings them into moral 
degeneracy. 
 
Zephaniah describes his people as a filthy, polluted, and 
oppressing people (3:1). They were a people, he tells us 
in verse 2 of chapter 3, who… 


1. refused to obey God, 
2. refused to receive correction,  
3. trusted not in the LORD, and  
4. would not draw near, would not return to their 


God. 
 
CORRUPT LEADERS 
 
After describing the people of the land, the prophet of 
God faithfully exposes the corruption of Judah’s 
political and spiritual leaders as well. 
• Her political leaders were self-serving men who used 


their power and position to line their own pockets 
while oppressing the people (3:3). 


• Judah’ judges he describes as “wolves” (3:3). 
• Her prophets were “light and treacherous” (3:4). 


They gave no thought to the Word of God, the Truth 
of God, the seriousness of speaking to men in the 
name of God. They simply gave out their own 
opinions in the name of prophesying in the name of 
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the Lord. That made them treacherous and dangerous 
men. 


• Judah’s priests polluted the house of God and did 
violence to (perverted) the Word of God (3:4). 


 
Does all of this seem familiar? It should. Zephaniah’s 
prophecy seems to be written by a man who is 
describing the day in which we live. His words 
accurately describe the very condition of the professed 
church of our day. That is because this little prophecy 
was written by divine inspiration. It was written for us as 
well as for the people of Judah in his day (Rom. 15:4). 
 
CALL TO REPENTANCE 
 
Because of the spiritual and moral chaos that was 
rampant throughout the land, Zephaniah declares that the 
Lord God will judge the earth, that he will utterly 
destroy it in his wrath (1:2-6). Yet, the Lord God says to 
his prophet and all who truly worship him, “Hold thy 
peace at the presence of the Lord God” (1:7). He tells us 
what the Lord will do in the day of his wrath. Then, he 
tells us not to fret about it or murmur against it, but to 
hold our peace before him. The God of all the earth will 
do right. 
 
He declares (1:7), “The LORD hat prepared a sacrifice.” 
Let us rejoice, the Lord has prepared a Sacrifice, his own 
darling Son, to atone for the sins of his people. And he 
has called sinners to be his guests, to receive his 
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Sacrifice and all the benefits of it, all the blessings of 
grace and salvation by his Sacrifice. 
 
(Zep 1:7)  "Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord 
GOD: for the day of the LORD is at hand: for the LORD 
hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests." 
 
Yet, it is this Sacrifice, Christ himself, which shall 
execute his wrath in the day of his wrath (1:8). The 
basis of salvation is the Sacrifice and the basis of 
judgment is the Sacrifice. It is impossible to think that 
the judgment Zephaniah describes can find its 
fulfillment in anything short of that day when Christ 
comes to take vengeance upon the ungodly and make all 
things new, that day when in consummates the salvation 
of his elect in a new heavens and a new earth (Zeph. 
1:14-16; Rev. 6; 2 Pet. 3:11-14). 
 
(Zep 1:14-16)  "The great day of the LORD is near, it is 
near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the 
LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. {15} 
That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, 
a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and 
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, {16} A 
day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, 
and against the high towers." 
 
 (Rev 6:16)  "And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall 
on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb." 
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(2 Pet 3:11-14)  "Seeing then that all these things shall 
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in 
all holy conversation and godliness, {12} Looking for 
and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein 
the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat? {13} Nevertheless 
we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and 
a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. {14} 
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, 
without spot, and blameless." 
 
Zephaniah 2 opens with a call to repentance. The faithful 
prophet tells us that the only way to escape the wrath of 
God in that great and terrible day of his wrath is to seek 
the Lord and find our hiding place in him, in the 
Sacrifice he has prepared, before that day comes (2:1-3). 
 
(Zep 2:1-3)  "Gather yourselves together, yea, gather 
together, O nation not desired; {2} Before the decree 
bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the 
fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, before the 
day of the LORD'S anger come upon you. {3} Seek ye 
the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought 
his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may 
be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD'S anger." 
 
SALVATION PROMISED 
 
Zephaniah’s name means, “Jehovah hides,” or “Jehovah 
has hidden,” or “Jehovah’s watchman.” All three 
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meanings are manifest in this prophecy. As Jehovah’s 
faithful watchman, he warns of judgment and wrath, and 
calls us to flee the wrath to come. He also assures us of 
the fact that God has his hidden ones in the earth, whose 
sins he hides and whom he will save by his matchless 
grace. 
 
He describes the sins of the nations, and exposes the sins 
of God’s people. You and I deserve wrath as much as 
anyone else. We are as guilty as the rest of the world. 
What evil have other men done that we have not done in 
thought, if not in deed? 
 
The nature of the reprobate is our nature. His heart is our 
heart. His thoughts are our thoughts. And his deeds are 
our deeds. Yet, while God pours out his wrath upon 
others, he pours out his love, mercy, and grace upon 
his elect (1 Cor. 4:7). 
• There is a people who shall serve the Lord God 


willingly, with one consent (3:9) 
• They will come to him trusting Christ, bringing his 


offering to him (3:10). 
• They will all confess their sins, being ashamed of 


their doings (3:11). 
• This is the Lord’s remnant, the remnant of Israel, 


whom he will cause to trust in his name (3:12). 
 
Therefore, the Prophet Zephaniah calls upon 
redeemed sinners to sing and rejoice, even in the 
midst of trouble (v. 14). 
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(Zephaniah 3:14)  “Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O 
Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter 
of Jerusalem.” 
 
He says “to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let 
not thine hands be slack” (v. 16). In verses 15 and 17, 
the Prophet of God gives us nine reasons to rejoice and 
sing, nine reasons not to fear, nine reasons to be 
steadfast and immovable in the work of the Lord. Keep 
your Bible open on you lap. I do not want you to miss a 
word. 
 
1. “The LORD hath taken away thy judgments.” 
 
The rest of the world, by reason of sin and guilt, is under 
the wrath of God. But “the Lord hath taken away thy 
judgments.” That is good news. I am not talking about 
what the Lord wants to do, hopes to do, or has tried to 
do. I am talking about what the Lord has done. “The 
Lord hath taken away thy judgments.” 
 
By the work of his free, almighty, and sovereign grace, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, our great God and Savior, has 
taken away our judgments. 
 
• In redemption, by the sacrifice of himself, he has 


taken away our sins, the cause of judgment (Heb. 
9:26; Psa. 103:12). 
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(Psalms 103:10-12)  He hath not dealt with us after our 
sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. (11) 
For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his 
mercy toward them that fear him. (12) As far as the east 
is from the west, so far hath he removed our 
transgressions from us. 
 
That is redemption! 
 
• In the new birth, he has taken away our spiritual 


death, the consequence of judgment (Col. 1:13-14). 
 
(Colossians 1:12-14)  Giving thanks unto the Father, 
which hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light: (13) Who hath 
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: (14) In 
whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins: 
 
That is the new birth! 
 
• He has taken away the curse of the law, the 


sentence of judgment (Gal. 3:13; Rom. 8:1, 32-34). 
 
REDEMPTION ACCOMPLISHED ― Christ 
redeemed us from the hands of the law when he died at 
Calvary (Heb. 9:12). 
REDEMPTION APPLIED ― Christ delivered us from 
the bondage of guilt when he gave us faith (Heb. 9:14). 
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2. “He hath cast out thine enemy.” 
 
Satan came into the land of man’s soul by the door of sin 
as an invading enemy. But Christ, our mighty Man of 
War, the Captain of our Salvation, has cast him out. 
 
• God cast Satan out of heaven as soon as he began 


to oppose God’s purpose of grace toward us (Ezek. 
28:14-17). 


 
• The Son of God broke Satan’s usurped power and 


dominion over the nations of the world at the 
cross, and in that sense, cast him out when he died 
as our Substitute (Gen. 3:15; John 12:31; Rev. 20). 


 
• Our Savior casts Satan out of the hearts of his 


people in regeneration by the power of his Spirit, 
so that we are no longer in bondage to and under 
the rule of the prince of darkness (Isa. 49:24-25; 
Matt. 12:28-29). 


 
(Isaiah 49:24-25)  “Shall the prey be taken from the 
mighty, or the lawful captive delivered? (25) But thus 
saith the LORD, Even the captives of the mighty shall be 
taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be 
delivered: for I will contend with him that contendeth 
with thee, and I will save thy children.” 
 
(Matthew 12:28-29)  “But if I cast out devils by the 
Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto 
you. (29) Or else how can one enter into a strong man's 
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house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the 
strong man? and then he will spoil his house.” 
 
• And the Lord Jesus Christ will cast Satan into the 


pit of the damned at the last day (Rev. 20:10). 
 
3. “The king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of 
thee.” 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ is the King of Israel, the King of 
his church. And he is in the midst of us. Did you hear 
that? Child of God, the Lord is with you. That ought to 
fill us with unspeakable joy, peace, and security (Isa. 
41:10). 
 
(Isaiah 41:10)  “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not 
dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I 
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteousness.” 
 
(Isaiah 43:1-5)  “But now thus saith the LORD that 
created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, 
Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by 
thy name; thou art mine. (2) When thou passest through 
the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee. (3) For I am the LORD thy God, the 
Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy 
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. (4) Since thou wast 
precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I 
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have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and 
people for thy life. (5) Fear not: for I am with thee: I will 
bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the 
west.” 
 
(Philippians 4:4)  “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again 
I say, Rejoice.” 
 
Christ is always near at hand (Phil. 4:4). He is near to 
support us and supply our needs. He is near to assist 
and strengthen us. He is near to protect and defend us. 
When Zephaniah says, “The Lord is in the midst of 
thee,” his meaning is threefold: 
• He is essentially present, because he is the 


omnipresent God. 
• He is providentially present, because he is 


determined to do us good. 
• He is graciously present, because he promised never 


to leave us nor forsake us. 
 
4. “Thou shalt not see evil anymore!” 
 
What a promise this is! “There shall no evil happen to 
the just” (Prov. 12:21). “Say ye to the righteous, that it 
shall be well with him” (Isa. 3:10). The Lord God will 
not turn away from you to do you good! As Bro. Scott 
Richardson put it, “There’s been no bad news since I 
got the good news!” 
 
5. “The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty!” 
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When Zephaniah was delivering this message, after 
saying, “The Lord is in the midst of thee,” seems to 
think, “Oh, I meant to say not only that the LORD is in 
the midst of you, but also to say, “The LORD thy God in 
the midst of thee is mighty.” I’m glad he remembered to 
put that in! ― He who is in the midst of us is the LORD 
Jehovah, the Being of beings, the eternal, immutable, 
all-sufficient God. 
 
• He is the LORD thy God! ― He is ours by his own 


covenant grace. ― He is our by his miraculous 
incarnation - “God with us!” ― He is ours by his 
great gift of faith. 


 
• And he who is the LORD our God is Mighty! ― He 


is the Almighty God, the Omnipotent Creator, and the 
All-Powerful Mediator and Savior. All power in 
heaven and earth has been given to that Man who is 
our God. Therefore he is able to save us to the 
uttermost, ― deliver us from the hand of every 
enemy, ― keep us in the midst of every temptation, 
― sustain us in every trial, ― and bring us safe into 
his heavenly kingdom. 


 
6. “He will save!” 
 
• The Lord our God is not only able but also willing to 


save (Micah 7:18-20). 
• He readily undertook to save us in the covenant of 


grace. 
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• He came in the fulness of time to seek and to save 
that which was lost. 


• He has wrought out salvation for us by his obedience 
unto death. 


• He sees to it that salvation is applied to every chosen, 
redeemed sinner. 


• And he will come again to put us in full possession of 
that salvation he has accomplished for us. 


 
He saves us freely, fully, and everlastingly. ― He saves 
from sin, Satan, the law, hell, and wrath. ― He will save 
us from every temporal and every spiritual enemy in 
time and to eternity. “He will save!” ― Sooner or later, 
he will save us from all our troubles (Ps. 25:22; 34:6). 
 
(Psalms 25:22)  Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his 
troubles. 
 
(Psalms 34:6)  This poor man cried, and the LORD 
heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles. 


 
Stay with me. The news good gets better still! “The Lord 
hath taken away thy judgments - He hath cast out thine 
enemy ― The King of Israel, even the Lord, is in the 
midst of thee - Thou shalt not see evil anymore ― The 
Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty ― He will 
save!” Now read the seventh line of our text… 
 
7. “He will rejoice over thee with joy!” 
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Shall God rejoice over us? Indeed he does! He rejoices 
over his elect with exceeding, great, inexpressible joy. 
The inspired prophet seems to be searching for words to 
describe God’s joy over his people. As a bridegroom 
rejoices over his bride, the Lord our God, Jesus Christ, 
rejoices over us his people (Isa. 62:3-5; 61:10). And 
when we stand before him on that great day, he will 
publicly rejoice over us (Rev. 19:1-9). 
 
(Isaiah 62:3-5)  “Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in 
the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of 
thy God. (4) Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; 
neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but 
thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for 
the LORD delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be 
married. (5) For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so 
shall thy sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom 
rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over 
thee.” 
 
(Isaiah 61:10)  “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my 
soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me 
with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh 
himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself 
with her jewels.” 
 
(Revelation 19:1-9)  “And after these things I heard a 
great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; 
Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the 
Lord our God: (2) For true and righteous are his 
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judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which 
did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath 
avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. (3) And 
again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for 
ever and ever. (4) And the four and twenty elders and 
the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on 
the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. (5) And a voice 
came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his 
servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. (6) 
And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and 
as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. (7) Let us be glad and rejoice, and 
give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his wife hath made herself ready. (8) And to 
her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, 
clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of 
saints. (9) And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they 
which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of 
God.” 
 
8. “He will rest in his love!” 
 
Now hear the meaning of these words ― The Lord Jesus 
Christ finds great complacency, delight, and satisfaction 
in loving us and in expressing his love to us! It is 
pleasing to him to love us! He solaces himself in it! 
 
There is not a greater, fuller verbal expression of 
Christ’s love for us in all the Bible than this, “He will 
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rest in his love.” He says to us, “Thou hast ravished my 
heart” (Song of Sol. 4:9). O what infinite, 
condescending grace! God not only loves us, but he 
loves to love us! He is pleased that he chose us as the 
objects of his love! Oh, my heart, be ravished with his 
love! Christ’s love for us is… 
 
• Without cause! 
• Without beginning! 
• Without change! 
• Without end! 
 
This phrase might be translated, “He will be silent, 
because of his love.” 
 
• Our Lord will not upbraid us because of our sins. 
• He will never speak a word of anger or wrath to us. 
• And he will put all of our enemies to silence as well. 
 
As one completely overwhelmed with love for another is 
often speechless at the sight of the one he loves, when 
they have been separated for a long, long time, so Christ 
is speechless because of his love! 
 
9. “He will joy over thee with singing!” 
 
Again, the prophet is searching for words to describe 
Christ’s love for us. He rejoices over us with joy and 
joys with singing! He is telling us that God himself is 
delighted that we are his people, his chosen, redeemed, 
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called ones. We are his Hephzibah, in whom he delights. 
We are his Beulah, to whom he is married. And he wants 
no one else! 
 
Now, in the light of these things, I say to you, children 
of God, “Be glad and rejoice with all your heart…Fear 
thou not…Let not thine hands be slack.” 


• Hands of prayer. 
• Hands of praise. 
• Hands of labor (1 Cor. 15:58). 


 
Zephaniah concludes his prophecy with six “I will” 
declarations of God himself (3:18-20). 
 
1.  “I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn 


assembly.” 
2.  “Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee.” 
3.  “And I will save her that halteth, and gather her that 


was driven out.” 
4.  “And I will get them praise and fame in every land 


where they have been put to shame.” 
5.  “At that time will I bring you again, even in the time 


that I gather you.” 
6.  “For I will make you a name and a praise among all 


people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity 
before your eyes, saith the LORD.” 


 
“Wait ye upon me, saith the LORD!” 
 


AMEN. 
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 Readings: Bob Poncer and Rex Bartley 
 Introduction: 
 
(Deuteronomy 1:1)  "These be the words which Moses spake 
unto all Israel on this side Jordan in the wilderness, in the plain 
over against the Red sea, between Paran, and Tophel, and Laban, 
and Hazeroth, and Dizahab." 
 
We come now to the Book of Deuteronomy, the last of The Five 
Books of Moses. The name, “Deuteronomy,” means “second 
law.” This Book is called “Deuteronomy” because in this Book 
Moses gives Israel God’s law a second time. 
 
Proposition: This is the thing I want you to see. Once Moses 
brought Israel to Joshua, once he put Israel into Joshua’s hands, 
he died, and Joshua brought Israel into possession of their 
divinely ordained inheritance in the land of Canaan. — Even so, 
the law is our schoolmaster unto Christ. Once the law has served 
that purpose, once we have come to Christ by faith, we are dead 
to the law and the law is dead to us, because “Christ is the end of 
the law.” 
 
Let’s begin by reading Deuteronomy 33:26-34:10 
 
(Deuteronomy 33:26-29)  "There is none like unto the God of 
Jeshurun, who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in his 
excellency on the sky. (27) The eternal God is thy refuge, and 
underneath are the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out the 
enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy them. (28) Israel 
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then shall dwell in safety alone: the fountain of Jacob shall be 
upon a land of corn and wine; also his heavens shall drop down 
dew. (29) Happy art thou, O Israel: who is like unto thee, O 
people saved by the LORD, the shield of thy help, and who is the 
sword of thy excellency! and thine enemies shall be found liars 
unto thee; and thou shalt tread upon their high places." 
 
(Deuteronomy 34:1-10)  "And Moses went up from the plains of 
Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is 
over against Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land of 
Gilead, unto Dan, (2) And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, 
and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea, (3) 
And the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of 
palm trees, unto Zoar. (4) And the LORD said unto him, This is 
the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto 
Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to 
see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither. (5) So 
Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, 
according to the word of the LORD. (6) And he buried him in a 
valley in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no man 
knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. (7) And Moses was an 
hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, 
nor his natural force abated. (8) And the children of Israel wept 
for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days: so the days of 
weeping and mourning for Moses were ended. (9) And Joshua 
the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had 
laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened 
unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses. (10) And 
there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom 
the LORD knew face to face." 
 
Many who like to cast doubt upon the Word of God question, 
and others openly deny, that Moses wrote these first Books of the 
Bible. I will not honor their blasphemy with comment. There is 
no question that this book was written by Moses. Not only did 
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Moses claim that he wrote it (De 1:1; 31:4, 9, 24), the Lord Jesus 
tells us plainly that Moses was the man used by God the Holy 
Spirit to write these thirty-four chapters of Inspiration (Matt. 
19:7-9; John 5:45-47). The eight last verses, those describing 
Moses’ death and his remarkable character, were obviously 
written by someone else. We are not told who wrote them 
(perhaps Joshua or Samuel); but whoever it was, he, too, wrote 
by divine inspiration. 
 
This is Moses’ last word to the people of Israel. This faithful 
prophet of God here delivers the last word from God he would 
ever speak on the earth. Unlike most, this prophet knew this was 
his last message. We should not be surprised, therefore, to see in 
the Book of Deuteronomy, a much more personal and intimate, 
even more passionate language than we have seen his earlier 
writings. 
 
This Book was written during the very last month of Israel’s 
fortieth year in the wilderness (De. 1:1-5). It begins with a word 
about Moses and ends with the description of his death that we 
have read. Moses is very prominent throughout the Book. We 
find his name mentioned repeatedly in these chapters. But Moses 
is not the subject of the Book. The subject is Christ. Moses is 
only the messenger. 
 
Let me remind you, again, that what we have before us in these 
first five Books of the Bible are divinely inspired visual aids that 
illustrate the experiences of our own lives. As God led Israel out 
of Egypt through the wilderness into the land of Canaan, they 
endured the same problems, met the same obstacles, faced the 
same enemies, and had the same trials, temptations and failures 
you and I encounter in our pilgrimage through this world.  
 
THE KEY 
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The key to this book is in its name. As we have seen 
“Deuteronomy” means "the second law." The law was first given 
at Mt. Sinai in ten commandments (Ex. 20). Why was it needful 
for the Holy Spirit to give the law twice? What necessity was 
there for this second law, or second giving of the law? 
 
The apostle Paul tells us plainly, in the Book of Romans and the 
Book of Galatians, that the law of God has two functions, two 
very clearly defined and distinct purposes. 
 
Most people think God gave the law to keep us from doing 
wrong and to make us do right. If you ask the man on the street 
what was the purpose of the ten commandments, or ask most any 
religious legalist why God gave the law, he would probably say, 
"It is to keep us from doing wrong," or “The law was given to 
teach us how to live.” But that is not the reason God gave the 
law. He never intended, or even dreamed for a moment that the 
law would keep anybody from doing wrong. “Wherefore then 
serveth the law?” 
 
1. The law was given to identify sin and condemn it in us 


personally (Rom. 3:197:6-9). Paul said, “I had not known sin, 
but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had 
said, Thou shalt not covet.” 


 
(Romans 3:19)  "Now we know that what things soever the law 
saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth 
may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before 
God." 
 
The law was given to convince us of our own sinfulness and 
guilt. That is something of which we must be convinced by God. 
No one else can do it. We all have an amazing capacity for 
justifying ourselves and condemning one another. It is called 
“self-righteousness.” We never think that what we are doing is 
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wrong. It is always what the other person does that is wrong. Is 
that not true? Let me illustrate. 
 
We have a whole stack of words we use to describe the things we 
do, and another whole we use to describe what another person 
does. – Others have prejudices. We have convictions. – Other 
people are stingy. We’re very thrifty. – Others try to keep up 
with the Joneses. We’re just trying to get ahead. – He’s a brown-
noser. I just try to be friendly. – She’s so flirtatious. I try to be 
nice to people. – That person is so unfriendly. I don’t want to 
intrude. 
 
The law of God steps in and forces us to acknowledge our own 
guilt. Not only does the law force us to admit our own guilt… 
 
2. The law of God is graciously designed to force us into the 


arms of Christ. 
 
Once we see what we are, guilty, helpless, depraved sinners, 
sinners who are utterly incapable of altering their condition, we 
are informed that the cross of Christ meets all our needs before 
the holy Lord God. 
 
(Romans 3:19-26)  "Now we know that what things soever the 
law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God. (20) Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of 
sin. (21) But now the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; (22) 
Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 
(23) For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 
(24) Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus: (25) Whom God hath set forth to be a 
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propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God; (26) To declare, I say, at this time his 
righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him 
which believeth in Jesus." 
 
That is what we see so clearly set forth in the Books of Exodus 
and Leviticus in the sacrifices of the lambs, the goats, the oxen, 
the calves and the other animals. They were pictures of the sin-
atoning sacrifice of Christ in the shedding his precious blood for 
many for the remission of sins. There is no way a sinful man the 
holy Lord God can be brought together except by a justice 
satisfying payment being rendered to God for sin. And the only 
one who could make such a payment, the only one who could 
atone for our sins is the incarnate Son of God. Blessed be his 
name forever, he has done it! 
 
(Galatians 3:13)  "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree:" 
 
(1 Peter 3:18)  "For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the 
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:" 
 
 
The law is our schoolmaster unto Christ (Gal. 3:19-25). 
 
(Galatians 3:19-25)  "Wherefore then serveth the law? It was 
added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to 
whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in 
the hand of a mediator. (20) Now a mediator is not a mediator of 
one, but God is one. (21) Is the law then against the promises of 
God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could 
have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the 
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law. (22) But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the 
promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that 
believe. (23) But before faith came, we were kept under the law, 
shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. (24) 
Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, 
that we might be justified by faith. (25) But after that faith is 
come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster." 
 
ROMANS 7 
 
In Romans 7 Paul takes up the matter of the law again. He 
assured us that we who are born of God are no longer under the 
law (Rom. 6:14-15). In chapter seven he tells us that the law is 
dead to us and we are now dead to the law, because we died with 
Christ. But there is more. 
 
Though we are sinners, not only people who do sinful things, but 
by nature sinners at the very core of our inmost beings, Christ 
has forever freed us from all possibility of curse and 
condemnation, has made us perfectly righteous before God and 
his holy law, has made us free by his Spirit to walk with him in 
the newness of resurrection life by his Spirit, and assures us of 
our absolute security and everlasting salvation by his blood and 
grace (Rom. 8:1-4, 32-39; 5:10-11). 
 
(Romans 8:1-4)  "There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. (2) For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law of sin and death. (3) For what 
the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh: (4) That the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit." 
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(Romans 8:32-39)  "He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things? (33) Who shall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect? It is God that justifieth. (34) Who is he that 
condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us. (35) Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? (36) As it is written, For thy sake 
we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. (37) Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us. (38) For I am persuaded, 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, (39) Nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
 
(Romans 5:10-11)  "For if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. (11) And not only so, 
but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
we have now received the atonement." 
 
Still, there is more. Since Christ has totally and absolutely met 
every demand of God’s holy law for us, as our Representative 
and Substitute, all that he is and has as our resurrected, exalted, 
glorified Savior is ours by the gift of God’s free grace, upon the 
grounds of perfect righteousness and strict justice. Here, while 
we live in this world, we are waiting for, living in anticipation of 
resurrection glory (Rom. 8:23). 
 
(Romans 8:23)  "And not only they, but ourselves also, which 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body." 
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This is what the book of Deuteronomy is all about. As Moses 
delivered Israel into the hands of Joshua assuring them that 
Joshua would carry them into and make them possess all the 
fulness of Canaan (all that God promised by covenant to 
Abraham), the law of God delivers believing sinners into the 
hands of Christ assuring us of everlasting salvation by him. All 
the blessings of grace and glory that God promised us in his 
covenant with Christ shall be ours forever! 
 
TWO THEMES 
 
As we read the Book of Deuteronomy we find two themes 
running throughout this entire Book. They are not found in 
Leviticus or Exodus. The first is our utter weakness and inability. 
Though cleansed before God through the blood of Christ and the 
washing of regeneration by the Word, we have absolutely no 
ability to do anything in ourselves to please God. There is 
nothing we can do in ourselves. Our most sincere, dedicated 
efforts to please God avail nothing. 
 
Right along with this is a second wonderful, parallel theme. The 
Lord our God is ever with us. God himself, in the person of his 
dear Son, is the answer to the demands of his law; and he dwells 
with us and in us unconditionally. We no longer live in the flesh, 
but in the Spirit. God himself has taken up residence in us. All 
that he demands of us he, himself supplies. 
 
Let's go back to the Book of Deuteronomy. I want you to see 
these things for yourself. As the Book opens, the children of 
Israel are again camped on the border of Canaan They had been 
here before. But they could not enter into the land of promise 
because of unbelief. Because of their unbelief, they spent forty 
years roaming about in the wilderness (Num. 14:32-35). 
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(Numbers 14:32-35)  "But as for you, your carcasses, they shall 
fall in this wilderness. (33) And your children shall wander in the 
wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until your 
carcasses be wasted in the wilderness. (34) After the number of 
the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day 
for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye 
shall know my breach of promise. (35) I the LORD have said, I 
will surely do it unto all this evil congregation, that are gathered 
together against me: in this wilderness they shall be consumed, 
and there they shall die." 
 
A CALL TO OBEDIENCE (De. 1:5-4:43) 
 
In Deuteronomy chapters 1-4 Moses issues a call to obedience. 
The grace of God is not conditioned upon our obedience to him. 
Yet, obedience is a matter of personal responsibility. We are to 
obey our God in all things. And grace experienced in the heart 
makes obedience the inmost desire of the believing heart. And 
God’s people are obedient to him. His commandments are no 
longer grievous to us, but joyful (1 John 5:1-3). We should not 
fail to see three things particularly about this call to obedience. 
 
1. This call to obedience is issued upon the basis of God’s 


goodness, grace, and love in the experience of salvation. 
 
Even back here in the giving of the law, obedience among 
believing sinners was not a legal thing. It was never God saying, 
“Obey me or I’ll get you.” Rather, the Lord God says, “Obey me 
because I have loved you and have been so good to you.” 
 
Before he says a word about what we are to do, Moses 
reminds the children of Israel of what the Lord God had 
done for them (1:5-3:29). He reminds them of God’s wonderful, 
tender, fatherly care and love watching over them, as he led them 
with a pillar of fire by night and the cloud by day, and guided 
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them through the trackless, howling desert. He reminds them of 
how God brought water out of the rock to quench their thirst in a 
vast and waterless desert. He reminds them of how the Lord had 
delivered them from their enemies again and again, how he fed 
them with manna that did not fail, day by day for forty years. 
Imagine that! For forty years God fed more than two million 
people (perhaps much more than two million) every day with 
manna that fell from heaven. What marvelous evidence of his 
loving concern for this people. He bought them. He brought them 
out. And he cared for them, all because he loved them and chose 
them to be his own peculiar people! 
 
In a word, Moses says the same thing Paul did later. – “The love 
of Christ constraineth us.” Like Israel of old, we are always 
motivated to the obedience of faith by gratitude to our God for 
his great mercy, love and grace revealed and experienced in… 


• Election. 
• Redemption. 
• Deliverance. 
• Providence. 


 
2. Obedience is neither more nor less than faith in and 


submission to the revealed will of God in Holy Scripture, 
worshipping him alone as our God and Lord (4:1-14). 


 
(Deuteronomy 4:2)  "Ye shall not add unto the word which I 
command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye 
may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I 
command you." 
 
3. The obedience of faith involves a renunciation of all the 


imaginary gods of men (4:15-40). 
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In this passage, Moses calls for Israel, calls for us, to worship the 
Lord Jehovah, alone as God, because he has proved himself to us 
to be God alone, sovereign, solitary, and great in grace. 
 
(Deuteronomy 4:20)  "But the LORD hath taken you, and 
brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to 
be unto him a people of inheritance, as ye are this day." 
 
(Deuteronomy 4:27-31)  "And the LORD shall scatter you 
among the nations, and ye shall be left few in number among the 
heathen, whither the LORD shall lead you. (28) And there ye 
shall serve gods, the work of men's hands, wood and stone, 
which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. (29) But if from 
thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if 
thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul. (30) When 
thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, 
even in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and 
shalt be obedient unto his voice; (31) (For the LORD thy God is 
a merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, 
nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he sware unto 
them." 
 
(Deuteronomy 4:35-40)  "Unto thee it was showed, that thou 
mightest know that the LORD he is God; there is none else 
beside him. (36) Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, 
that he might instruct thee: and upon earth he showed thee his 
great fire; and thou heardest his words out of the midst of the 
fire. (37) And because he loved thy fathers, therefore he chose 
their seed after them, and brought thee out in his sight with his 
mighty power out of Egypt; (38) To drive out nations from 
before thee greater and mightier than thou art, to bring thee in, to 
give thee their land for an inheritance, as it is this day. (39) 
Know therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart, that the 
LORD he is God in heaven above, and upon the earth beneath: 
there is none else. (40) Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and 
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his commandments, which I command thee this day, that it may 
go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, and that thou 
mayest prolong thy days upon the earth, which the LORD thy 
God giveth thee, for ever." 
 
MOSES’ EXPOSITION OF THE LAW (De. 4:44-28:68) 
 
Beginning in chapter 4 at verse 44 and going through chapter 28, 
Moses gives us the law of God again. But, in these chapters, he 
does not simply repeat what was given at Sinai, he expounds it. 
He tells us its meaning. Remember, this exposition was not like 
my preaching, the thoughts of a fallible man, but an exposition 
given by divine inspiration, an infallible exposition of the law. 
 
Here Moses deals with divorce, remarriage, fornication, idolatry, 
witchcraft and the like. It is essential to understand that the land 
of Canaan into which these people were coming was inhabited 
by pagans, morally degenerate idolaters, just like the society in 
which we live today. They were utterly given over to lewd and 
obscene practices. The book of Deuteronomy shows us that God 
expects his people to live in the midst of a sex-crazed, sex-
saturated society, among people who were idolaters, completely 
committed to the most vile practices, as his people, for his glory. 
How does he inspire us in this matter? 
 
In Deuteronomy 6 he shows us our weakness and inability to 
do so. 
 
(Deuteronomy 6:20-21)  "And when thy son asketh thee in time 
to come, saying, What mean the testimonies, and the statutes, 
and the judgments, which the LORD our God hath commanded 
you? (21) Then thou shalt say unto thy son, We were Pharaoh's 
bondmen in Egypt; and the LORD brought us out of Egypt with 
a mighty hand." 
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That is where we began, and that is where we are, sinners 
entirely dependent upon the goodness and grace of God in 
Christ. 
 
(Deuteronomy 6:22-23)  "And the LORD showed signs and 
wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all 
his household, before our eyes: (23) And he brought us out from 
thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the land which he 
sware unto our fathers." 
 
He brought us out so that he might bring us into the land. These 
ceremonies are all symbols by which God constantly reminds us 
what it takes to get us out of Egypt and into the land. That was 
the explanation they were to make to their sons. 
 
Then, Moses inspires our devotion and consecration to our God 
and Savior by assuring us that we belong to him exclusively, not 
by anything we have done but by his own work of matchless, 
free, and sovereign grace. 
 
(Deuteronomy 7:6-8)  "For thou art an holy people unto the 
LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a 
special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the 
face of the earth. (7) The LORD did not set his love upon you, 
nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any 
people; for ye were the fewest of all people: (8) But because the 
LORD loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he 
had sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out 
with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of 
bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt." 
 
(1 Corinthians 6:9-11)  "Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abusers of themselves with mankind, (10) Nor thieves, nor 
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covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall 
inherit the kingdom of God. (11) And such were some of you: 
but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." 
 
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20)  "What? know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own? (20) For ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God's." 
 
Throughout this Book Moses constantly reminded Israel that 
everything God had done for them, was doing for them, and 
would do for them was by grace.  
 
(Deuteronomy 7:6-8)  "For thou art an holy people unto the 
LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a 
special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the 
face of the earth. (7) The LORD did not set his love upon you, 
nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any 
people; for ye were the fewest of all people: (8) But because the 
LORD loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he 
had sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out 
with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of 
bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt." 
 
The same is true of us. Will we ever really learn this? 
“Salvation is of the Lord!” 
 
(Romans 8:28-30)  "And we know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose. (29) For whom he did foreknow, he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. (30) 
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and 
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whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified." 
 
(Ephesians 1:3-6)  "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ: (4) According as he hath chosen us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love: (5) Having predestinated 
us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, (6) To the praise of 
the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 
beloved." 
 
(Philippians 1:29)  "For unto you it is given in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his 
sake;" 
 
Look at chapter 9 
 
(Deuteronomy 9:4-6)  "Speak not thou in thine heart, after that 
the LORD thy God hath cast them out from before thee, saying, 
For my righteousness the LORD hath brought me in to possess 
this land: but for the wickedness of these nations the LORD doth 
drive them out from before thee. (5) Not for thy righteousness, or 
for the uprightness of thine heart, dost thou go to possess their 
land: but for the wickedness of these nations the LORD thy God 
doth drive them out from before thee, and that he may perform 
the word which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. (6) Understand therefore, that the LORD thy 
God giveth thee not this good land to possess it for thy 
righteousness; for thou art a stiffnecked people." 
 
After forty years of experiencing grace and learning from God in 
the wilderness he says, "As long as you live in this body of flesh, 
you will never get to the place where you can stand on your own. 
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Never.” Only as we know our weakness can we walk in his 
strength (2 Cor. 12:2-10). 
 


Illustration: My Conversation with Paul R____ Last 
Night 
 


(2 Corinthians 12:2-10)  "I knew a man in Christ above fourteen 
years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of 
the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to 
the third heaven. (3) And I knew such a man, (whether in the 
body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) (4) How 
that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable 
words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. (5) Of such an 
one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine 
infirmities. (6) For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be 
a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man 
should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he 
heareth of me. (7) And lest I should be exalted above measure 
through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me 
a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I 
should be exalted above measure. (8) For this thing I besought 
the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. (9) And he said 
unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in 
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. (10) 
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for 
when I am weak, then am I strong." 
 
AGREEMENT WITH GOD 
 
At the end of this section (chapter 27 and 28) Moses commanded 
the children of Israel to observe a ceremony, not at an appointed 
time, but from time to time, in the land of Canaan. It is very 
instructive. The children of Israel were to gather upon two 
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mountains, Ebal and Gerizim, six tribes on one and six on the 
other, with the Levites (the priests) standing in the valley 
between the two mountains, calling out blessings and cursings. 
When the Levites called out a blessing in the name of God, as his 
priests, the tribes on one mountain would shout in unison, 
“Amen!” When they called out a curse, the tribes on the other 
mountain would shout, “Amen!” 
 
I looked to see if there was any significance to the names of these 
mountains, and found nothing of importance. So, I have to ask, 
“What is the meaning of this ceremony?” Let me show you. God 
requires that we be in agreement with him, in all his righteous 
judgments, and we shall. 
 


1. In Conversion—David (Ps. 51). 
2. In Providence—Eli (1 Sam. 3:18). 
3. In Eternity—(Phil. 2:8-11; Rev. 19:1-6). 


 
(Revelation 19:1-6)  "And after these things I heard a great voice 
of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, 
and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: (2) For true and 
righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, 
which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath 
avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. (3) And again they 
said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever. (4) And 
the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and 
worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. 
(5) And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, 
all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. (6) 
And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the 
voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, 
saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." 
 
GOD’S APPOINTED DELIVERER (29:1-31:29) 
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God has fixed things the way they are, leaving us in this world in 
this body of flesh, constantly struggling with the world, the flesh 
and the devil, just as he did the children of Israel, that we might 
be compelled constantly to look to Christ, trusting him alone as 
our Savior, and thereby stand forever as monuments to his 
matchless, free, amazing grace, “that no flesh should glory in his 
presence.” 
 
(Deuteronomy 29:10-15)  "Ye stand this day all of you before the 
LORD your God; your captains of your tribes, your elders, and 
your officers, with all the men of Israel, (11) Your little ones, 
your wives, and thy stranger that is in thy camp, from the hewer 
of thy wood unto the drawer of thy water: (12) That thou 
shouldest enter into covenant with the LORD thy God, and into 
his oath, which the LORD thy God maketh with thee this day: 
(13) That he may establish thee to day for a people unto himself, 
and that he may be unto thee a God, as he hath said unto thee, 
and as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and 
to Jacob. (14) Neither with you only do I make this covenant and 
this oath; (15) But with him that standeth here with us this day 
before the LORD our God, and also with him that is not here 
with us this day:" 
 
(Deuteronomy 29:18-19)  "Lest there should be among you man, 
or woman, or family, or tribe, whose heart turneth away this day 
from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of these 
nations; lest there should be among you a root that beareth gall 
and wormwood; (19) And it come to pass, when he heareth the 
words of this curse, that he bless himself in his heart, saying, I 
shall have peace, though I walk in the imagination of mine heart, 
to add drunkenness to thirst:" 
 
I will leave it to others to explain this mystery more fully. For 
my part, I am content to know that this is God’s wise and 
good purpose. 
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(Deuteronomy 29:29)  "The secret things belong unto the LORD 
our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and 
to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this 
law." 
 


• In chapter 18, Moses spoke of Christ as that Prophet 
God’s people would hear and obey. 


• In chapter 30, he declares that God would circumcise the 
hearts of all his covenant people, speaking of course of 
the new birth (Phil. 3:3; Col. 2:12-15). 


 
(Deuteronomy 30:5-7)  "And the LORD thy God will bring thee 
into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess 
it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. 
(6) And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the 
heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. (7) And the LORD 
thy God will put all these curses upon thine enemies, and on 
them that hate thee, which persecuted thee." 
 


• In the last part of chapter 30, Moses calls the nation to 
faith in Christ, using the very language Paul used many, 
many years later, in Romans 10. 


 
(Deuteronomy 30:11-20)  "For this commandment which I 
command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far 
off. (12) It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go 
up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and 
do it? (13) Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, 
Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we 
may hear it, and do it? (14) But the word is very nigh unto thee, 
in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it. (15) See, I 
have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil; 
(16) In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, 
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to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his 
statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: 
and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou 
goest to possess it. (17) But if thine heart turn away, so that thou 
wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, 
and serve them; (18) I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall 
surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the 
land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it. (19) I 
call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have 
set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore 
choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: (20) That thou 
mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his 
voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, 
and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land 
which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, to give them." 
 
(Romans 10:5-13)  "For Moses describeth the righteousness 
which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall 
live by them. (6) But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh 
on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into 
heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) (7) Or, Who 
shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again 
from the dead.) (8) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even 
in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which 
we preach; (9) That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. (10) For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation. (11) For the scripture saith, Whosoever 
believeth on him shall not be ashamed. (12) For there is no 
difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord 
over all is rich unto all that call upon him. (13) For whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." 
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• Then, in chapter 31, Moses tells the people that he must 
die and turns them over to Joshua, God’s appointed 
deliverer, promising that the Lord God would, by Joshua, 
bring them into the land of promise and fulfill all his 
covenant; and he did (Jos. 21:43-45). 


 
(Joshua 21:43-45)  "And the LORD gave unto Israel all the land 
which he sware to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, 
and dwelt therein. (44) And the LORD gave them rest round 
about, according to all that he sware unto their fathers: and there 
stood not a man of all their enemies before them; the LORD 
delivered all their enemies into their hand. (45) There failed not 
ought of any good thing which the LORD had spoken unto the 
house of Israel; all came to pass." 
 
What a picture this is of Christ! 
 
Once Moses had done this, once he put the people in Joshua’s 
hands, he broke out into a song of praise to God (De. 31:30-
32:43), which is still being sung by the redeemed in heaven 
(Rev. 15:3), and blessed the people (De. 32:44-33:29). In 
precisely the same way, the holy law of God, beholding us in 
Christ (our Joshua), pronounces upon us all the blessedness of 
heaven and everlasting glory, just as fully as the grace of God. 
 
MOSES’ DEATH (De. 34:1-12) 
 
Then, Moses died. When he had done everything he was sent to 
do, when he fulfilled all his purpose, he died and was never seen 
upon the earth again, until he was seen with Christ upon the 
Mount of Transfiguration, talking about the death he should 
accomplish at Jerusalem. Once Joshua appeared to Israel as their 
deliverer, Moses’ work was done. And once Christ appears in the 
hearts of chosen sinners as their Savior, the law’s work is done 
(Rom. 10:4). 
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(Romans 10:4)  "For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth." 
 
Now saved sinners sing… 
 


Free from the law, O happy condition! 
Jesus hath bled and there is remission! 


Cursed by the law and bruised by the fall, 
Christ hath redeemed us, once for all! 
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 Introduction: 
 
As we look at the Book of Haggai tonight, I will be 
working my way to the heart of his message, found in 
chapter 2 (vv. 6-9). So let’s begin there. 
 
(Hag 2:6-9)  "For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet 
once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and 
the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; {7} And I will 
shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall 
come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the 
LORD of hosts. {8} The silver is mine, and the gold is 
mine, saith the LORD of hosts. {9} The glory of this 
latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the 
LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith 
the LORD of hosts." 
 
THE PROPHET 
 
Haggai was an exemplary prophet. His name means, 
“festive” or “festival of the Lord.” He was sent of God, 
along with Zechariah and Malachi, to minister to his 
people after they returned from the 70 years of 
Babylonian captivity. 
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As I said, Haggai was exemplary as a prophet of God. 
He spent no time at all talking about himself. He came 
as God’s messenger to his people. His singular authority 
was, “Thus saith the LORD.” His singular desire was the 
glory of God. The objects of his care were the people of 
God. He had to rebuke; but his rebuke was full of 
encouragement. He had to correct; but his correction was 
full of comfort. He was distinctively sent of God to stir 
up his people, to rouse their hearts, to inspire in them 
devotion and consecration to their God, his glory, and 
his worship. 
 
THE BACKGROUND 
 
The Jews had been captives in Babylon for 70 years, just 
as Jeremiah had prophesied. What a sad time those 
seventy years of exile and bondage were for those 
among the Jews who truly worshipped God. 
 
After the 70 years were fulfilled, Daniel, who 
prophesied in Babylon, tells us that God graciously 
delivered his people from Babylon and began bringing 
them back into their land. 
 
They came first under Zerubbabel, who is mentioned in 
the opening verse of Haggai. Zerubbabel, was the 
captain of the remnant that came back from Babylon. He 
was appointed Governor of Judah. When they came to 
Jerusalem, they found the city in ruins. The walls were 
broken down and the temple was utterly destroyed. 
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The Lord had sent them back specifically to rebuild the 
temple, to rebuild the city, and to re-establish true 
worship, the worship of God in the land. They began the 
work immediately. The first order of business was to 
rebuild the temple, the house of God, in Jerusalem. 
 
At this time, they were still under Babylonian rule. But 
God had given them favor with the king and they were 
granted permission to do the work. So the started 
working. I can imagine the enthusiasm with which they 
commenced. Soon, the foundation of the temple was 
laid. It was much smaller than the original temple 
Solomon had built; but the work went rapidly. In a short 
time, they had a row or two of stones laid on the 
foundation. 
 
But something happened. They quit the work. These 
Jews who had returned with Ezra, some 50,000 of them, 
specifically to build the house of God, just quit. They 
did nothing for more than fifteen years. 
 
This is where Haggai comes in. He was sent of God, 
along with Zechariah and Malachi, to speak for God to 
his people (Ezra 5:1-2). 
 
(Ezra 5:1-2)  "Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, 
and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews 
that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God 
of Israel, even unto them. {2} Then rose up Zerubbabel 
the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and 
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began to build the house of God which is at Jerusalem: 
and with them were the prophets of God helping them." 
 
FOUR MESSAGES 
 
Haggai delivered four messages to Judah. These four 
messages are specifically dated by him. They cover a 
period of about eighteen months. But everything Haggai 
says in these four messages is written for our learning 
and admonition today (Rom. 15:4). His messages call 
for us to “consider” some things. He uses that word, 
“consider,” four times. 
 
• In Haggai 1:5, he says, “Consider your ways,” telling 


Judah and us to give serious thought to the way we 
live. 


• In verse 7, he repeats that admonition, “Consider your 
ways.” But here, he is calling for us to seriously think 
about our present circumstances in the providence of 
God, showing clearly that there is a connection 
between the way we live, in reference to God, and the 
things we experience in the providence of God. 


• Then, in chapter 2 (v. 15), the prophet calls for us to 
consider the house of God (the worship of God), in 
connection with the great barrenness we have 
experienced. 


• In verse 18 of chapter 2, he again calls for us to 
consider the house of God (the worship of God), and 
the blessedness he promises in connection with it. 
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Tonight, I want us to look at Haggai’s messages to us, as 
they are given in these two chapters, praying that God 
the Holy Spirit will inscribe upon our hearts the lessons 
he here teaches us. 
 
INDIFFERENCE 
 
Haggai’s first message (1:1-15) is a stern word of rebuke 
regarding indifference to the things of God. The house 
of God had laid in ruins for 15 years. 
 
Of course, the people had a very good, theologically 
sound reason for doing nothing. The 70 years Jeremiah 
had spoken of were not quite finished. The predestined 
date of deliverance and restoration had not yet come, 
and some of the Jews were still in Babylon. These fine 
men did not want to interfere with the sovereign purpose 
of God. I’m not stretching this a bit. Read verse 2. 
 
(Hag 1:2)  "Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, 
This people say, The time is not come, the time that the 
LORD'S house should be built." 
 
But being the faithful prophet he was, Haggai was not 
about to let them off the hook. Instead of saying, “Oh, I 
understand that. I had not thought of that. I see what 
you’re saying; and we certainly don’t want anyone to 
think we’re a bunch of Arminians.” No. Haggai sticks 
his finger right on the sore spot and pushes hard (v. 4). 
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(Hag 1:4)  "Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your 
ceiled houses, and this house lie waste?" 
 
In other words, the prophet says, “The real problem here 
is not that you are waiting on the Lord; but that you have 
other things that are of such consuming concern to you 
that you are indifferent to the things of God. Your love 
of the world has made you lukewarm toward Christ.” 
 
He appeals to our sense of shame. God's house was in 
ruins while they lived in comfortable homes. They had 
shamefully neglected the house of the Lord. Our Master 
addresses this very issue in Matthew 6:33. 
 
(Mat 6:33)  "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you." 
 
Now, let us learn the lesson. ― It is impossible to ignore 
Christ and the interests of his kingdom and glory, it is 
impossible to live in indifference to the things of God 
and prosper. We will suffer the consequences of such 
behavior. Ask Bro. Jonah. The Jews sowed much and 
reaped little, though they looked for and expected much. 
They ate, but they were not filled. They drank, but they 
were not satisfied. They put on clothes, but they were 
not warm. They received wages for their labor, but they 
had holes in their pockets. They gathered wood, but 
God's breath of judgment was upon everything. 
Everything they did came to nothing, because they were 
serving themselves, not God (1:6, 11). 
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(Hag 1:6)  "Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye 
eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not 
filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; 
and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a 
bag with holes." 
 
(Hag 1:11)  "And I called for a drought upon the land, 
and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon 
the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the 
ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, 
and upon all the labour of the hands." 
 
They made God, his worship, and his glory secondary to 
their own pleasure, comfort, and earthly concerns. 
 
Haggai’s message had its desired effect, and the house 
of God was built (1:14). 
 
(Hag 1:14)  "And the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and 
the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, 
and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they 
came and did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, 
their God," 
 
DISCOURAGEMENT 
 
A month later, the work stopped again. So Haggai steps 
up to deliver his second message (2:1-9). The people had 
worked hard on the temple and finished it. But the 
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restored temple appeared to be nothing compared to the 
great edifice Solomon built. Some of the people 
remembered the former temple, and said, “This is nice, 
but it is not nearly as great and glorious as Solomon’s 
temple.” They compared the present to the past, and said 
to themselves, “We cannot reproduce what our fathers 
did, so let’s just do nothing (2:3; Ezra 3:12). 
 
(Ezra 3:12)  "But many of the priests and Levites and 
chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen 
the first house, when the foundation of this house was 
laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many 
shouted aloud for joy:" 
 
(Hag 2:3)  "Who is left among you that saw this house in 
her first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in 
your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?" 
 
Haggai had a message from God for the complainers, 
and it had four parts:  
 
1. The Lord said, “I am with you” (v.4).  
 
(Hag 2:4)  "Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the 
LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the 
high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith 
the LORD, and work: for I am with you, saith the LORD 
of hosts:" 
 
2. Then he assured them of the Lord’s presence and 


his steadfast covenant (v.5). 
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(Hag 2:5)  "According to the word that I covenanted 
with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit 
remaineth among you: fear ye not." 
 
3. Then the prophet spoke of greater things than 


their natural eyes could see, promising the coming 
of Christ and the glory that would fill his house 
(vv. 6-7, 9). 


 
(Hag 2:6-7)  "For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet 
once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and 
the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; {7} And I will 
shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall 
come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the 
LORD of hosts." 
 
(Hag 2:9)  "The glory of this latter house shall be greater 
than of the former, saith the LORD of hosts: and in this 
place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts." 
 
Certainly, this prophecy was fulfilled when Christ came 
into the temple at Jerusalem as an infant. But the 
ultimate fulfillment referred not to the physical temple, 
but the church and temple of God that that temple 
represented. The glory spoken of here is the glory that 
shall revealed and shall be ours in the last day, when we 
are made partakers of his glory (Heb. 12:25-29). 
 
(Heb 12:25-29)  "See that ye refuse not him that 
speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that 
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spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we 
turn away from him that speaketh from heaven: {26} 
Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath 
promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth 
only, but also heaven. {27} And this word, Yet once 
more, signifieth the removing of those things that are 
shaken, as of things that are made, that those things 
which cannot be shaken may remain. {28} Wherefore we 
receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have 
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear: {29} For our God is a 
consuming fire." 
 
Note: In verse 28 the apostle declares that we are 
presently receiving this kingdom and glory of which 
Haggai spoke. 
 
• Christ is the Desire of all nations. ― He is that One 


who alone is the embodiment of all those things every 
human heart desires (Gen. 49:10; Mal. 3:1). 


 
(Gen 49:10)  "The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; 
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be." 
 
(Mal 3:1)  "Behold, I will send my messenger, and he 
shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye 
seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, 
he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts." 
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It is only in Christ (crucified, raised from the dead, 
ascended into heaven, and accepted) that sinners find 
righteousness with God, forgiveness of all sin, and that 
peace of conscience that flows from a well-grounded 
assurance of eternal life. 
 
• Let us never despise the day of small things. ― The 


Lord our God has promised that our labor is not in 
vain (1 Cor. 15:58). 


 
(1 Cor 15:51-58)  "Behold, I show you a mystery; We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, {52} In a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. {53} For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. {54} So when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 
{55} O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory? {56} The sting of death is sin; and the strength 
of sin is the law. {57} But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. {58} 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord." 
 
We can never measure, by carnal means, the success of 
our labors in the kingdom of our God, and should never 
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try to do so. WE should never pine for former days, as if 
they were more desirable for us that the present. The day 
in which we live and serve our God and Savior is the 
very best day for us to do so. We ought to say, regarding 
the day in which the Lord has placed us, “This is the day 
which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad 
in it” (Ps. 118:24). 


 
We cannot do what others do, and are not responsible to 
do what they do. We cannot do what are forefathers did, 
and are not responsible for that. We can and must do 
what the Lord our God has given us the means and 
opportunity to do; and for that we are responsible. As we 
put our hands to the work, our God will both sustain us 
in it and enable us to accomplish it. 


 
This fact ought to cheer the hearts of all those men who 
labor for Christ in obscure places, with little apparent 
success, and those small assemblies of God’s saints 
scattered across the globe who are scorned by the world 
as meaningless and insignificant. No child of God and 
no assembly of God’s saints faithfully doing what they 
can for Christ ever has reason for discouragement. If like 
that redeemed sinner described in Mark 14, we do what 
we can for him, like her we shall be honored by him. 
 
4. In verse 8 the Lord God assures us that he has in 


his hand everything we need to do what he would 
have us to do. 
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(Hag 2:8)  "The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, 
saith the LORD of hosts." 
 
Our God owns all things, and rules all things. He is both 
the possessor of all things and the omnipotent “LORD of 
hosts.” If only we (both individual believers and local 
churches) used what the Lord God has put in our hands 
as stewards in his house (time, talents, possessions, and 
opportunities) for the furtherance of the gospel, the 
building of his kingdom, and the glory of his name, 
rather than for our own gratification, we would never 
lack the means to do his work. 
 
UNCLEANNESS 
 
Haggai’s third message describes our utter inability to 
do anything acceptable to God because of our 
uncleanness (2:10-19). Apparently, many who worked 
feverishly in restoring the house and worship of God got 
the idea that they were making themselves holy by their 
contact with the temple. So Haggai takes us back to the 
law of Moses to show us that we cannot be accepted of 
God and cannot serve him acceptably, cannot do 
anything acceptable in his sight, except we be made 
clean (2:11-14). 
 
(Hag 2:11-14)  "Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ask now 
the priests concerning the law, saying, {12} If one bear 
holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt 
do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, 
shall it be holy? And the priests answered and said, No. 
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{13} Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead 
body touch any of these, shall it be unclean? And the 
priests answered and said, It shall be unclean. {14} Then 
answered Haggai, and said, So is this people, and so is 
this nation before me, saith the LORD; and so is every 
work of their hands; and that which they offer there is 
unclean." 
 
In verses 15-17, the prophet tells us to consider the 
temple itself, from its very foundation. Our cleanness 
and acceptance with God is to be found in the person 
and work of Christ that was portrayed in all the 
sacrifices and priesthood connected with the temple. 
 
(Hag 2:15-17)  "And now, I pray you, consider from this 
day and upward, from before a stone was laid upon a 
stone in the temple of the LORD: {16} Since those days 
were, when one came to an heap of twenty measures, 
there were but ten: when one came to the pressfat for to 
draw out fifty vessels out of the press, there were but 
twenty. {17} I smote you with blasting and with mildew 
and with hail in all the labours of your hands; yet ye 
turned not to me, saith the LORD." 
 
As the building of the temple was God’s work alone, so 
our salvation, our righteousness, is God’s work alone. 
 
Again, he calls for us to consider all that was typically 
symbolized in the temple at Jerusalem, and keep our 
hearts focused on that, focused on Christ and his glory, 
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and be assured of the blessedness found in and flowing 
to us from him (2:18-19). 
 
There is “a time to sow and a time to reap.” Here, we 
are, as it were, just planting the seed. While the seed is 
in the ground, no one looks for the harvest. The harvest 
time is future. This is our sowing time. So let us sow. 
Soon, we shall reap. 
 
COMING BLESSEDNESS 
 
Haggai’s last message was about the coming blessedness 
that awaits God’s people (vv. 20-23). He spanned the 
ages of time and speaks of Christ even more fully. 
 
(Hag 2:20-23)  "And again the word of the LORD came 
unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the month, 
saying, {21} Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, 
saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth; {22} And 
I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will 
destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen; and 
I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them; 
and the horses and their riders shall come down, every 
one by the sword of his brother. {23} In that day, saith 
the LORD of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my 
servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will 
make thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the 
LORD of hosts." 
 
Zerubbabel is set before us here as great a type of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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• He is the Governor of Judah. 
• He shakes heaven and earth. 
• He overthrows and subdues kingdoms. 
• He is Jehovah’s Servant. 
• He is the Signet, “the express image” (Heb. 1:1-3), of 


the Father. 
• He is Jehovah’s chosen One. 
• He is the One who builds his house. 
 
The words of Psalm 2 and Zechariah 4 are echoed at 
the conclusion of Haggai's prophecy:  
 
(Psa 2:6-8)  "Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill 
of Zion. {7} I will declare the decree: the LORD hath 
said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten 
thee. {8} Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
thy possession." 
 
(Zec 4:6-10)  "Then he answered and spake unto me, 
saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, 
saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the LORD of hosts. {7} Who art thou, O great 
mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: 
and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with 
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. {8} Moreover the 
word of the LORD came unto me, saying, {9} The hands 
of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his 
hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the 
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LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. {10} For who 
hath despised the day of small things? for they shall 
rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of 
Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the 
LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth." 
 


ED SOLOMON AND B. H. CARROLL 
 
To me, Dr. Ed Solomon was Mr. Southern Baptist. He 
led in formulating the Cooperative Program, served 
many years as editor of the FLORIDA BAPTIST 
WITNESS, motivated others in building the Baptist 
Hospital of Jacksonville, Florida. One morning he came 
to my office and told me this story about the celebrated 
Dr,. B.. H.. Carroll.  
 
"When I was a student at Southern Seminary," Dr. 
Solomon began, "I enjoyed a strong friendship with 
Harvey Carroll, son of B. H. Carroll. Harvey was also a 
Southern Seminary student and pastor of a nearby rural 
church. He lived in the church's pastorium. I invited him 
to use my room for his convenience for study or rest. 
Our friendship grew. Many times I told Harvey of my 
strong desire to study under his father's instruction."  
 
"'Are you really that serious about your desire to study 
under my father?'" Harvey asked me after several 
months.  
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"When I told him just how very serious I had become, 
Harvey went to the desk, wrote briefly, sealed what he 
had written in an envelope addressed to his father."  
 
"Take this,'" Harvey told me, "‘and give it directly to my 
father. Mrs. Carroll will offer to take it to him, for she 
protects him in every possible way, but insist on giving 
the message to him in person."' 
 
"So I took the envelope, unopened, and traveled to B. 
H.. Carroll's home in Waco." 
 
"Responding to my knock, Mrs. Carroll graciously 
offered to carry the message to her husband. When I told 
her that Harvey had instructed me to deliver it in person, 
she smiled and led me into the room where Dr. Carroll 
was reading."  
 
"What a distinguished figure Dr. Carroll made," Ed 
continued, " He was tall, broad-shouldered, erect. His 
white hair and full beard gave him the look of a 
patriarch." "He took the letter, and, having opened it, 
silently read its brief message. When he spoke, he said 
simply, 'I'm glad to receive you, Harvey.' "  
 
"Obviously he was very deaf, so I spoke loudly in the 
horn he raised to his ear and explained, 'My name is not 
Harvey. It is Ed, Ed Solomon.' " 
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"Carroll smiled and replied, 'Harvey, you will stay with 
us, of course. Mrs. Carroll will take you to your room. 
Dinner will be served in a few minutes.' "  
 
"When I came to dinner," Solomon went on to tell me," 
Dr. Carroll told me to sit at his right. Again he called me 
Harvey and only smiled when I tried to correct him. So I 
was, much to my surprise, established in B. H. Carroll's 
own home with a new name, Harvey. For no matter how 
I tried to explain that my name was Ed Solomon, Dr. 
Carroll continued to call me Harvey".  
 
"One morning at breakfast, Dr. Carroll turned to me and 
said, ‘Harvey, take the third book on the second shelf, 
the sixth on the third, the seventh on the fourth. Please 
bring them to class for me.' " 
 
"This I obeyed."  
 
"t class he lectured for a few minutes before he said, 
'Harvey will you bring me the books now?'"  
 
"When I brought them to the platform and turned to 
return to my seat, he drew me to his side. Standing there 
with his arm around my shoulder, Dr. Carroll took from 
his coat's inner pocket a letter. 'This letter is from my 
son, Harvey,' Dr. Carroll explained to the class. 'While 
Harvey was a student at Southern, he was pastor of a 
small rural church. At the seminary Ed Solomon opened 
his heart and his room to my son. Because Ed wanted to 
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come here to study, Harvey sent him bearing a letter 
whose contents Ed has never seen."'  
 
"Taking this letter, Dr. Carroll read, 'Dear father, the 
bearer of this letter is Ed Solomon. Here at Southern, Ed 
has taken me into his room and shared with me in every 
way to help me. As he earnestly desires to study under 
your instruction, I am sending him to you. Please receive 
him as you would receive me for he is a true brother. 
Your son, Harvey.'"  
 
"As I listened to Dr. Carroll, I could see and hear how 
much even the memory moved him. "Dr. Carroll laid the 
letter on his desk," Ed continued. "The tears flowed from 
his eyes and ran down his beard as he spoke with great 
emotion to his class. 'One day I will stand in the 
presence of our Heavenly Father,' Dr. Carroll's voice 
radiated his joyous faith as he continued. ‘And He will, 
because I have received His Son on earth, He will 
receive me into His glory even as He would receive His 
only begotten Son.'" 
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 Readings: Bobbie Estes 
 Introduction: 
 
The Book of Joshua spans the history of Israel from the death of 
Moses to the time of the judges. It is a great monument, not to 
Joshua, but to the God he served. It is a declaration of God’s 
great, unfailing faithfulness. 
 
(Joshua 1:1-11)  "Now after the death of Moses the servant of the 
LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son 
of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, (2) Moses my servant is dead; 
now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, 
unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of 
Israel. (3) Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses. (4) From the 
wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea 
toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast. (5) There 
shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy 
life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee. (6) Be strong and of a good courage: for 
unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, 
which I sware unto their fathers to give them. (7) Only be thou 
strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded 
thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou 
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. (8) This book of the 
law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according 
to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way 
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prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. (9) Have not 
I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with 
thee whithersoever thou goest. (10) Then Joshua commanded the 
officers of the people, saying, (11) Pass through the host, and 
command the people, saying, Prepare you victuals; for within 
three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the 
land, which the LORD your God giveth you to possess it." 
 
(Joshua 21:43-45)  "And the LORD gave unto Israel all the land 
which he sware to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, 
and dwelt therein. (44) And the LORD gave them rest round 
about, according to all that he sware unto their fathers: and there 
stood not a man of all their enemies before them; the LORD 
delivered all their enemies into their hand. (45) There failed not 
ought of any good thing which the LORD had spoken unto the 
house of Israel; all came to pass." 
 
(Joshua 23:14)  "And, behold, this day I am going the way of all 
the earth: and ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, 
that not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the 
LORD your God spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto 
you, and not one thing hath failed thereof." 
 
(Joshua 24:29-31)  "And it came to pass after these things, that 
Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being an 
hundred and ten years old. (30) And they buried him in the 
border of his inheritance in Timnathserah, which is in mount 
Ephraim, on the north side of the hill of Gaash. (31) And Israel 
served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the 
elders that overlived Joshua, and which had known all the works 
of the LORD, that he had done for Israel." 
 
By divine order Joshua assumed the government of the children 
of Israel after Moses died and brought Israel into the possession 
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of all the land of Canaan, which God had promised in his 
covenant with Abraham. 
 
There is much debate among men about whether these twenty-
four chapters typify the believer’s entrance into and possession 
of God’s salvation in this world or our entrance into and 
possession of God salvation in heavenly glory. In my opinion, 
the debate is meaningless. The Book of Joshua portrays both. 
 
Many say that the Israelites possession of Canaan cannot portray 
heavenly glory because they still had to contend with and 
overcome their enemies in the land and that will not be true of 
heavenly glory. Without question, that is true. Still, grace given 
on earth is glory begun; and glory given at last is grace 
consummated. The two cannot be separated. He who possesses 
God’s salvation here in grace shall possess God’s salvation in 
glory in the world to come. 
 
The message of this Book is set before us in Joshua’s very name. 
Joshua means “Jehovah is Salvation.” His name, in Greek, is 
Jesus. The message of the Book is “Jesus saves” (Matt. 1:21). 
 
(Matthew 1:21)  "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt 
call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their 
sins." 
 
Proposition: Throughout this Book Joshua stands before us as a 
magnificent type of the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, as 
Jehovah’s righteous Servant; and, as such, he is held before us as 
an example of what it is to be God’s servant in this world. 
 
A TYPE OF CHRIST 
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Yes, it is important to see in this Book the exact fulfillment of 
divine prophecy. And it is delightful to see the displays Joshua 
sets before us of our God’s faithfulness in all things 
• He gave the land of Canaan to Israel, according to the 


promises he made to their fathers. 
• We see the justice of God in punishing the Canaanites for 


their idolatry and sin, after being warned repeatedly of his 
impending wrath. 


• How wondrous are the displays of God’s faithfulness in 
exercising tender care of his people in this Book! 


• His love to the people is also displayed as the everlasting love 
of the ever-faithful God. He preserved and protected the 
children of Israel and gave them the good land, all of it, in 
spite of all their murmurings, ingratitude, and unbelief. 
Joshua, at last, gave them rest! 


 
But, the primary thing to be seen here is that this Joshua who 
gave Israel rest is a type and picture of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who brings the Israel of God into the blessed, true 
sabbath rest of faith here and of glory hereafter. We know 
that this is the intent of the Holy Spirit because he tells us that 
Joshua was typical of our Savior (Heb. 4). 
 
1. We have already seen that his name, “Joshua,” marks him as a 


type of Christ. 
2. As Joshua was servant to Moses, Christ was made under the 


law, and became subject to and obedient to it in all things. 
3. As Joshua succeeded Moses, Christ succeeded the law. 
4. As Joshua gave Israel what Moses never could, God’s 


promised covenant blessing, so Christ gives us what the law 
never can, God’s salvation (Rom. 8:2-4; Gal. 3:23-25). 


5. As Joshua was the governor of Israel, and the commander of 
their armies, for which he was well qualified with wisdom, 
courage, and integrity; Christ is the King of saints, the Leader 
and Commander of the people. He is the Captain of our 
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Salvation. He has fought our battles for us and won the 
victory for us. And, like Joshua, our Lord Jesus Christ is an 
abundantly qualified Savior. God poured out his Spirit upon 
him without measure. He was bold, courageous, mighty and 
pure. 


6. Joshua was typical of our Savior in his deeds, too. He led 
Israel people through the river Jordan, as Christ leads us 
through baptism and through death. As Joshua saved Rahab 
and her family, so Christ saves the worst and chief of sinners. 
As Joshua received the Gibeonites, who submitted to him, so 
the Lord Jesus Christ receives all who come to him. As 
Joshua conquered the kings of the Canaanites, so Christ has 
conquered all our spiritual enemies for us (sin, Satan, and the 
world), making us more than conquerors in him. Joshua 
brought the children of Israel into the land of Canaan, their 
rest, and divided it to them by lot, which Moses could not do. 
So our all-glorious Christ, and he alone, brings God’s elect 
into the true rest, into spiritual rest here, and eternal rest 
hereafter. In him and by him we obtain God’s salvation, all 
the blessings of his grace, and the inheritance of the heavenly 
glory. 


 
Let’s take a very brief look at this man, Joshua, as the servant of 
God, and see what we can glean from his life for our souls’ good. 
 
DIVINELY PREPARED 
 
When God is about to do something, he prepares a person for the 
work and prepares the work or place of service for that specific 
person. He spent eighty years preparing Moses to do a forty year 
work. Our Lord Jesus was prepared by thirty years’ experience 
for the work of three. And Joshua, like our Savior, was prepared 
by God to be Israel’s deliverer. 
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Be sure you get the hint. If we are God’s, if we are believers, if 
we are born of God, we are his servants. If the Lord God ever 
uses you or me for anything, he will prepare us for that specific 
thing, and he will prepare us just as he did Joshua and just as he 
did the Lord Jesus as a man. How? How does God prepare his 
servants for his service? He has many tools that he uses for this 
purpose. 
 
SUFFERING 
 
The first tool by which God prepares his own to serve him is 
suffering and sorrow. Joshua was born into slavery in Egypt. He 
knew what it was to suffer. Israel’s bondage in was Egypt harsh 
and cruel. Yet, that was part of God's preparation of Joshua for 
his calling (Ex. 3:7). 
 
(Exodus 3:7)  "And the LORD said, I have surely seen the 
affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their 
cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows." 
 
In the kingdom of God, no one ever rises to the place of much 
usefulness, but by suffering. Abasement is the path to exaltation 
and sorrow is the path to service. 
 
That was the case with Joshua. And that was the case with the 
Lord Jesus (Heb. 5:8-10; 1 Pet. 1:11). 
 
(Hebrews 5:8-10)  "Though he were a Son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he suffered; (9) And being made 
perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey him; (10) Called of God an high priest after the order 
of Melchisedec." 
 
(1 Peter 1:11)  "Searching what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified 
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beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should 
follow." 
 
The Apostle Paul exemplifies this for us in his own experience in 
2 Corinthians 12:1-10. Whatever our struggles, sorrows, 
limitations, and losses may be in this world, they are according to 
the wise and good purpose of our heavenly Father. Suffering is 
God’s method of preparing us and maturing us (1 Pet. 4:13; 
5:10). 
 


“`Tis my happiness below 
Not to live without the cross, 


But my Savior’s power to know, 
Sanctifying every loss.— 


Trials must and will befall; 
But with humble faith to see 


Love inscribed upon them all –  
This is happiness to me. 


 
God in Israel sows the seeds  
Of affliction, pain, and toil. 


These spring up and choke the weeds 
Which would else o’erspread the soil. 


Trials make the promise sweet.  
Trials give new life to prayer. 


Trials bring me to His feet, 
Lay me low, and keep me there. 


 
Did I meet no trials here, 


No chastisements by the way, 
Might I not with reason fear 
I should prove a castaway? 


Bastards may escape the rod; 
Sunk in earthly, vain delight; 
But the true born child of God 







Through The Bible Series—JOSHUA 
 


8 


Must not, would not, if he might.” 
William Cowper 


 
(1 Peter 4:13)  "But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may 
be glad also with exceeding joy." 
 
(1 Peter 5:10)  "But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto 
his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a 
while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you." 
 
SUBMISSION 
 
Another instrument God uses to prepare us for his service is 
submission. Grace teaches all who experience it to submit to 
authority. At its very core faith is surrender to the dominion of 
Christ, submission to divine authority (Lk. 14:25-33). Joshua 
was prepared for his place of service by learning to submit to 
God’s authority, the authority he had invested in Moses.  
 
The Son of God submitted himself to the will of God in all 
things, that he might be our Savior. 


• Isaiah 50:5-7 
• Gethsemane 
• Calvary 


 
As Israel’s divinely appointed prophet and leader in the 
wilderness Moses represented God’s authority over them in both 
civil and spiritual matters, much as divinely appointed pastors do 
today in spiritual things (Heb. 13:7, 17) and civil magistrates do 
in civil matters (Rom. 13:1-7). Joshua, following Moses' orders, 
honored God, served Israel and defeated the Amalekites (Ex. 17). 
In those days he was known as the servant of Moses, staying 
with his master and serving him faithfully. Men may have looked 
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upon him as Moses’ “yes man,” but he was really, in the highest 
sense possible, God’s servant (Jos. 11:15). 
 
(Joshua 11:15)  "As the LORD commanded Moses his servant, 
so did Moses command Joshua, and so did Joshua; he left 
nothing undone of all that the LORD commanded Moses." 
 
PATIENCE 
 
The Lord God prepared Joshua to be his servant and prepares us 
to serve him, just as he prepared our Savior in his manhood, by 
causing him to learn patience. We are all terribly impatient by 
nature. Therefore God fixes it so that we have to wait on him, 
and learn to prefer waiting on him. It had been forty years since 
Joshua and Caleb had gone in to spy out the land. For forty years 
Joshua walked with Israel through the wilderness, patiently 
waiting for him to give them the land. Now, he takes Israel in to 
possess it, after forty years of waiting in patient faith. 
 
Blessed are those who are taught to wait on the Lord (Ps. 27:14; 
37:7, 34; Pro. 20:22; Lam. 3:26). I am often asked (by pastors 
and others who feel constrained to do something to correct what 
they see as a bad situation), “What should I do? How should I 
handle this?” My answer is almost always, “I do not know 
whether I could do it or not, but I am sure the best thing for you 
to do is nothing. Just wait on the Lord. He will work it out.” For 
my own part, I have never yet attempted to fix a problem that I 
did not make worse, or make something happen I did not soon 
regret. 
 
(Psalms 27:14)  "Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he 
shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD." 
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(Psalms 37:7)  "Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: 
fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, 
because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass." 
 
(Psalms 37:34)  "Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he 
shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, 
thou shalt see it." 
 
(Proverbs 20:22)  "Say not thou, I will recompense evil; but wait 
on the LORD, and he shall save thee." 
 
(Lamentations 3:26)  "It is good that a man should both hope and 
quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD." 
 
JOSHUA’S CHARACTER 
 
What kind of man was Joshua? In a word, he was a man of faith, 
a man who believed God. That is what our Lord Jesus 
exemplified above all else. And that is what it takes to serve him. 
We cannot serve him, except as we believe him. Yet, our 
believing him is ever the result of him giving us faith and 
sustaining it by his grace. 
 
OBEDIENT FAITH 
 
In Joshua 1:8 God said to him—"This book of the law shall not 
depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is 
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, 
and then thou shalt have good success." 
 
In chapter 5 before the battle of Jericho, Joshua found himself 
walking alone at night in front of the walls. There he was 
confronted by the pre-incarnate Christ, who identified himself as 
“Captain of the host of the LORD.” Immediately, he fell flat on 
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his face before the Lord. Throughout the days of his service we 
find Joshua praying, seeking the will of God, endeavoring to lead 
Israel according to the Word of the Lord in all things. After the 
failure at Ai, knowing that the failure arose from his own sinful, 
self-confidence, we see him on his face again, crying out to the 
Lord in preparation for the second battle. Faithful men lead 
God’s people by people of prayer and by his Word. So it was 
with Joshua, So it was with the Lord Jesus. And so it is with 
God’s servants today. 
 
COURAGEOUS FAITH 
 
Four times in the first chapter The Lord commanded Joshua to be 
courageous. It takes courage, divinely given courage, to walk 
with God and serve him. 
 


• Christ was a man of enormous, perfect courage! 
• We have every reason to be courageous, as we walk with 


God and seek to do his will. 
 


Illustration: Martin Luther 
General Omar Bradley defined bravery this 
way: "the capacity to perform properly even 
when scared half to death." 


 
I do not doubt that Joshua was fearful because the Lord spoke to 
and said, "Be not afraid because of them: for to morrow about 
this time will I deliver them up all slain before Israel: thou shalt 
hock their horses, and burn their chariots with fire." (11:6). Yet, 
he did what the Lord God called him to do. He won battle after 
battle. 
 
I know that I am often fearful as I think about facing difficulties 
or assuming weighty responsibilities. I have often spoken to the 
Lord like David, as I endeavored to obey that which I knew to be 
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his will, saying, “What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee” (Ps. 
56:3). 
 
Obedience often involves risks and demands moral courage, 
particularly when that obedience involves leading others in the 
name of Christ. 
 
Joshua's courage involved much more than just fighting Israel’s 
enemies, great as that was. He had to deal with sin in the camp of 
Israel after Achan had taken the cursed things of the Babylonians 
in chapter 7. With great courage, the courage of faith, he 
commanded Israel to stop procrastinating and take their 
inheritance in chapter 17. 
 
HUMBLE FAITH 
 
Joshua was God’s servant, doing God’s work, for God’s glory. 
As such, he was a truly humbled man. Humility, true humility, 
makes a man bold and courageous. True humility is the 
recognition that I am weak and helpless, nothing I myself, but I 
am the servant of God. As such, I lean not upon my own 
wisdom, strength, and ability, but his. And with my God nothing 
is impossible (Phil. 4:13). 
 
Joshua followed God's plans, not his own. The conquest of 
Canaan was not a haphazard thing. It was very carefully planned 
and executed. First Joshua captured the central hill country, 
dividing it in half. Then he led Israel in conquest of the southern 
territory, then the northern. He conquered the cities first, then 
more the rural areas. Twice he led his men in forced marches 
through the night to take the enemy by surprise. All along the 
way, we find him engaged in prayer, seeking God’s direction. 
 
There were a two notable exceptions, two instances in which 
Joshua acted in self-confidence. He did not seek the Lord’s 
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direction before Ai, or before entering into the covenant with the 
Gibeonites. Both times there he failed miserably. But even his 
own failures did not induce him to quit, to give up his 
responsibilities, or to abandon God’s cause and his people. 
 
When he was defeated at Ai, he acknowledged the failure, sought 
the face of the Lord, and went back and won the battle. When he 
was tricked into making league with the Gibeonites, he admitted 
the mistake publicly, and then he made it work to the benefit of 
the nation and to God's glory. 
 
There is a very important lesson here. A persons faithfulness is 
not to be judged by isolated acts, but by the tenor of his life. 
Faithful men are still only men at best, and often fail. But they do 
the best they can and keep going when they know they have 
erred, learning from their failures. Experience is a tough teacher. 
It always gives the exam first and then teaches the lesson 
afterward. But there is no teacher like it. Joshua turned to the 
Lord in his failures, found both forgiveness and renewed 
strength, and continued serving the Lord God and his people. 
How gracious God is! He not only uses a crooked stick to draw a 
straight line, he forgives the crooks in the stick, and gets glory to 
himself in using it (1 Cor. 1:26-31). 
 
Being the man he was, humble before God, Joshua enlisted 
others, and they trusted his spiritual authority as God’s servant. 
He could not have done the job without the thousands who 
followed his direction. The conquest of Canaan was not the work 
of one man. It was the work of all Israel, those whose names 
stand out in the forefront of the battles and those who served 
behind the lines, unseen and unknown by most. 
 
Throughout this brief history, Joshua’s troops consistently 
obeyed his orders, not because they were afraid of him but 
because they respected him and trusted him as God’s servant. He 
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commanded their respect and loyalty by his character. What a 
picture he is of what a pastor, or leader of any kind, ought to be. 
They knew that he was serving the Lord God and serving them. 
More than that, he stands signally before us as a picture of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, God’s righteous Servant, who commands our 
allegiance to him by his obedience for us (2 Cor. 5:14). Like our 
Savior, Joshua was a truly humble servant of God. 
 
SELFLESS FAITH 
 
Joshua’s humility made him a selfless man. I mean by that that 
he was a man who served others, not himself. He was not moved, 
motivated, or guided by his own interests, but by the interests of 
the church and kingdom of God. True faith is a gift of God that 
makes people self-denying, self-sacrificing, and self-abasing.  
 
Joshua was concerned for Israel. He was not simply concerned 
only for their present state, but for their future. His two farewell 
messages (chapters 23 and 24) display this fact clearly. Men who 
think only of what they can get today are not faithful servants of 
God. They are opportunists. God’s servants, like Joshua, and like 
the Lord Jesus of whom he was a type, lay down their lives in the 
services of eternity bound souls for the glory of God. They are 
not takers, but givers. They do not use people. They are used for 
people. 
 
GOD HONORING FAITH 
 
Being a man of faith, a man who believed God, Joshua lived for 
God’s glory. He sought the glory of God above all else. When he 
served Moses (served God under Moses – Numbers 11) he was 
very jealous in protecting Moses’ honor and reputation, because 
Moses was God’s servant. He loved and honored Moses; but his 
zeal in honoring Moses arose from his love for his God and his 
desire to honor him.  
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When Israel crossed the Jordan river, he gave glory to the Lord. 
He said, “Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among 
you” (Jos. 3:10). Once they had crossed over the Jordan, Joshua 
erected a monument of stones to the perpetual praise and honor 
of God (4:1-24), “That all the people of the earth might know the 
hand of the LORD, that it is mighty: that ye might fear the LORD 
your God forever.” Throughout the book of Joshua he repeatedly 
gave God the glory for everything that happened. It was the Lord 
who fought for them, the Lord who conquered their enemies, the 
Lord who gave them the land to the people. Joshua wanted the 
name of the Lord to be magnified in all the earth. 
 
Again, he was in this representative of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Our Savior’s unceasing prayer was, “Father, glorify thy name.” 
If you and I are truly God’s servants, that is the unceasing cry of 
our hearts as well. 
 
THE MESSAGE 
 
The message of these twenty-four chapters is very clear—“Jesus 
saves!” As Joshua brought Israel into the land of Canaan and 
gave them rest, so the Lord Jesus Christ will save his people 
(Matt. 1:21). There is a people in this world who are his people. 
They are his by his own eternal, sovereign choice. They are a 
people to whom God has from eternity given all the blessedness 
of heaven and eternal glory as a covenant promise (Eph. 1:3). 
And Christ shall save them. He shall bring them all into the 
possession of their inheritance, for the glory of God. 
 
LESSONS 
 
The Book of Joshua teaches us much about our great God, as he 
is revealed in the person and work of his dear Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Joshua is the central figure in this Book. But the 
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Book is not about Joshua, or even the greatness of his faith. It is 
really about Christ and the greatness of his grace and salvation. 
That is the key to understanding the things recorded in these 
chapters. 
 
1. God our Father in Christ is a covenant keeping God. 
 
He is the Lord our God distinctly. Yes, he is God over all, “the 
Lord of all the earth” (3:11); but he is our God, the God of his 
people Israel, distinctly. He claims us as his own and declares 
himself to be ours. He takes a personal interest in us and keeps 
his covenant forever. 
 
2. Our great God keeps his promises. 
 
He is always faithful to his Word. Every promise he made to 
Israel in his covenant with Abraham and verified to Isaac and 
Jacob (Gen. 13:15; 15:18; 26:3; 28:4, 13), he fulfilled (Jos. 
21:43-45; 23:14). Those five verses alone ought to be sufficient 
to end all the rantings of prophecy gurus who imagine that God 
has not yet fulfilled his promises to Israel. Joshua declared, by 
divine inspiration, “not one thing hath failed of all the good 
things which the LORD your God spake concerning you.” 
 
3. How gracious, merciful, and forgiving God is! 
 
He who forgave the harlot Rahab, saving her and her house 
because of the blood of Christ (represented in the scarlet cord she 
hung out her window), still forgives sinners freely through the 
blood of his dear Son (Eph. 1:6). 
 
Many look upon the slaughter of the Canaanites by the command 
of God as being contrary to what I have just said about God’s 
free forgiveness of sin. The question is often raised, “How can a 
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good, gracious, forgiving God kill people and send them to 
hell?” 
 
The fact is—God’s goodness, justice, and truth demand the 
punishment of sin. Yet, the goodness and grace of God is seen 
throughout the Book of Joshua. It was the goodness of God that 
delayed his judgment for centuries before bringing Israel into the 
land, giving the inhabitants of the land space for repentance. 
Long before Joshua conquered Canaan, the Lord God sent 
Abraham into the land as a missionary. There Abraham walked 
with God, worshipped him, and bore witness to him; but the 
Canaanites preferred their idols to the God of Abraham. 
 
Before Israel came over Jordan and took Jericho, the Lord 
graciously sent his reputation ahead of them, provoking fear in 
the Canaanites. As a result of the gospel being brought into 
Canaan, by some means or other, Rahab and her family and the 
entire city of Gibeon believed God. 
 
But God’s grace is seen in his judgment, as well. In wrath, he 
remembers mercy. It was the grace of God that wiped out that 
hopelessly decadent, idolatrous society, so that another 
generation could grow up in a land where God was worshiped 
and honored. Yes, the Lord God graciously and wisely raises up 
entire nations and treads down entire nations for the salvation of 
his elect (Isa. 43:1-7). 
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 Introduction: 
 
It is ever the tendency of preachers, when we think 
God’s people are becoming indifferent to the things of 
God, careless in ordering their lives, and lax in the 
service of Christ, to sternly scold them, threaten them 
with the whip of the law, or bribe them with the promise 
of blessings. We know that God’s saints are no longer 
under the law, but under grace. We know that the 
scoldings, threats, and bribes of legality have no effect 
upon the hearts of men. Yet, when push comes to shove, 
we are terribly prone to revert to the use of the law. 
 
That ought never be the case. It is Christ crucified, 
grace experienced, love manifest, and mercy sure 
that draws our hearts after our God and Savior. 
Nothing inspires devotion like devotion. Nothing 
promotes gratitude like grace. Nothing motivates love 
like love. 
 
God the Holy Spirit taught these things to his prophet 
Zechariah; and Zechariah used them to inspire Israel 
during the days of Haggai and Ezra to zealously devote 
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themselves to the building of God’s house in Jerusalem. 
He spoke to Israel about the sure promises of God’s 
grace and mercy, his presence and power, and the glory 
that God promised would come with Christ the Messiah. 
In these fourteen chapters, Zechariah speaks of 
Christ’s first advent to redeem us with his blood, to 
put away the iniquity of his people in one day by the 
sacrifice of himself (3:9), and of his glorious second 
advent, declaring, “the Lord my God shall come, and 
all his saints with thee” (14:5). 
 
That is what the book of Zechariah is all about ― 
Christ our God and Savior saving his people. Yes, this 
prophecy was addressed to the Jews who had returned 
from Babylonian captivity; but its message is to God’s 
people in this gospel day. 
 
THAT DAY 
 
The phrase “in that day” is used by Zechariah 20 times. 
He uses this phrase 16 times in the last three chapters. 
“That day” of which the prophet speaks is this gospel 
age. It began with our Savior’s first advent and extends 
to the end of the world when Christ comes again. In this 
day… 
• God pours out the Spirit of grace and supplication 


upon chosen sinners, granting repentance to whom he 
will (12:10). 


• There is a Fountain opened (Christ crucified) for 
cleansing from sin (13:1-2). 
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• Though all the world fights against us, God’s church 
and kingdom is perfectly safe and constantly 
triumphant, under his constant care and protection. 


• And the purpose of God shall be fully accomplished 
in the end of the day. ― God’s glory in Christ shall 
be seen in the final defeat of all his foes and ours and 
in the complete salvation of all his people (14). 


 
Can we be sure of these things? Indeed, we can, 
because the whole work is his work, the work of Christ 
our Savior and our God, typified in mighty Zerubbabel 
(4:6-7, 9). 
 
(Zec 4:6-7)  “Then he answered and spake unto me, 
saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, 
saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the LORD of hosts. (7) Who art thou, O great 
mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: 
and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with 
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.” 
 
(Zec 4:9)  “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; 
and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent 
me unto you.” 
 
DIVISIONS 
 
Zechariah’s prophecy really has just two divisions. 
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• Zechariah 1:1-8:23 describe the circumstances of the 
people during the building of the temple at Jerusalem, 
the present circumstances of Judah and Israel. 


• Chapters 9-14 speak about the future, the things God 
would do once the temple was finished. 


 
VISIONS 
 
The book of Zechariah begins by reminding the people 
that it was the sin, rebellion and unbelief of their fathers 
that brought them into Babylon. Wrath is the response 
of justice to sin. It is never arbitrary. Yet, in wrath 
our God remembers mercy. Look at the third verse of 
chapter 1. This is a word of grace and assurance the 
Lord God told his prophet to tell the people. ― 
“Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of 
hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I 
will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts.” 
 
After calling the people to repentance, the Lord gave his 
prophet eight visions to set before his people, visions 
full of comfort and encouragement. 
 
1. Four horsemen among the myrtle trees depict Israel 
(God’s elect) scattered among the nations, but not 
forgotten (1:7-11). ― Zechariah’s name means, “God 
remembers.” 
 
2. Four horns are used to portray the nations and their 
power; but along with these four horns the prophet 
describes four carpenters (skilled craftsmen ― Gospel 
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preachers) as God’s agents of deliverance by whom the 
powers of the nations (the world) shall be broken and 
subdued (1:18-21) 
 
3. Then Zechariah speaks of a man with a measuring 
line (2:1-13) measuring Jerusalem, the City of God (his 
church), assuring God’s people of prosperity and glory 
beyond measure. This is the similar to what Ezekiel 
describes in Ezekiel 40 and to what John describes in 
Revelation 11. ― The presence of the Lord, as a wall 
of fire round about his people, will make walls 
unnecessary and the vastness of the City will make 
them impossible. 
 
4. Then we see Joshua the high priest cleansed, clothed 
and crowned (3:1-5), as the Angel of the Lord stood by. 
 
5. In chapter 4 Zechariah describes Christ, the Light of 
the World, as he is displayed in his church, portrayed in 
the vision of the golden candlestick. 
 
6. The flying scroll (5:1-4) is the Word of God by 
which he both rules and judges the world. 
 
7. The woman with a basket (“an ephah”) describes 
both the full measure of wickedness for which God shall 
judge the earth, and the limitation of it by God’s decree 
and power (5:5-11). — Understand this, my brother, my 
sister, and be of good cheer. — There is never more evil 
in this world than our heavenly Father has measured, 
controls, and overrules for the good of his people. — 
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“Shall there be evil in the city, and the LORD hath not 
done it?” (Amos 3:6; Ps. 76:10). 
 
8. In chapter 6 (vv. 1-8) the prophet describes four 
chariots and the men riding in them as four spirits of the 
heavens sent from the presence of the Lord to 
continually patrol the earth and punish evil (Heb. 1:14). 
 
CHRIST 
 
There are more direct prophecies of Christ in the book of 
Zechariah than in any other Old Testament book, except 
Isaiah. Zechariah speaks of our Savior both directly and 
typically. 
 
1. Christ is the Man who measures his church (2:1-5). 
He is the only man who can. He alone knows the 
number of God’s elect. And he is “unto her a wall of fire 
round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her” 
(v. 5; Isa. 26:1; 9:8; Isa. 60:19; Rev. 21:23). 
 
2. Christ is the Angel of the Lord who commands the 
salvation of his people (3:1-5; Rev. 10). 
 
3. Christ is the Servant of God whom he shall bring 
forth (3:8; Mark 10:45). 
 
4. Christ is called “the BRANCH” (3:8; 6:12; Luke 
1:78). Our Savior is frequently called “The Branch” of 
the Lord (Isa. 4:2; Jer. 23:5), beautiful, glorious, fruitful, 
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righteous and strong, brought forth for the salvation of 
his people. 
 
5. It is our great Redeemer who is the all-seeing 
Foundation Stone upon which God’s church and 
kingdom is built (3:9; 1 Cor. 3:10-11; 1 Pet. 2:6-8). 
 
(Zec 3:9)  “For behold the stone that I have laid before 
Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, I 
will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of 
hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one 
day.” 
 
6. It is our all-glorious God and Savior, of whom the 
prophet speaks, when we read in verse 9 of chapter 3, “I 
will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.” 
 
7. Christ our Savior is typified in Zerubbabel (4:6-9). 
 
(Zec 4:6-9)  “Then he answered and spake unto me, 
saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, 
saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the LORD of hosts. (7) Who art thou, O great 
mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: 
and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with 
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. (8) Moreover the 
word of the LORD came unto me, saying, (9) The hands 
of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his 
hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the 
LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you.” 
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8. The Lord Jesus Christ is our Priest upon his 
Throne, our Priest and King, who builds his temple, 
bears the glory of it, and maintains the counsel of peace 
for us (6:13; Heb. 6:20-7:1). 
 
(Zec 6:13)  “Even he shall build the temple of the 
LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and 
rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his 
throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between 
them both.” 
 
Read Zechariah 9:9-12. 
 
(Zec 9:9-12)  “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; 
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; 
lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of 
an ass. (10) And I will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the 
battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace 
unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea 
even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the 
earth. (11) As for thee also, by the blood of thy 
covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit 
wherein is no water. (12) Turn you to the strong hold, 
ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I 
will render double unto thee.” 
 
9. Christ is that King who came in humility, riding 
upon an ass’s colt (Matt. 21:4-5; John 12:14-16). 
 







Through The Bible Series—ZECHARIAH 
 


9 


• He is just, having salvation. 
• He speaks peace to the heathen. 
• His dominion is from sea to sea, and from the river to 


the ends of the earth an everlasting dominion (John 
17:2). 


• It is by the blood of his covenant that the prisoners of 
hope go forth from their prison. 


• He renders to his own double for all their sins (Isa. 
40:2). 


 
10. He is the Lord our God who shall save his flock 
and make us stones in the crown of his glory (9:16). 
 
(Zec 9:16)  "And the LORD their God shall save them in 
that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as 
the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his 
land." 
 
11. It is Christ who was betrayed by his own friend 
(11:12-13; Matt. 27:9). 
 
(Zec 11:12-13)  “And I said unto them, If ye think good, 
give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed 
for my price thirty pieces of silver. (13) And the LORD 
said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I 
was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of 
silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the 
LORD.” 
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12. His hands were pierced in the house of his friends 
(12:10; John 19:37). 
 
13. Christ is the Fountain opened for cleansing (13:1; 
Rev. 1:5). 
 
(Zec 13:1)  “In that day there shall be a fountain opened 
to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
for sin and for uncleanness.” 
 
14. Zechariah even presents our Savior in his dual 
nature as the God-man. In 6:12, he is called the Man. 
In 13:7 he is Jehovah’s fellow, slain by the sword of 
justice in our place. 
 
(Zec 6:12)  “And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh 
the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name 
is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, 
and he shall build the temple of the LORD:” 
 
(Zec 13:7)  “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and 
against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of 
hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be 
scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones.” 
 
15. Zechariah saw Christ as the Good Shepherd whose 
life was given for the sheep, whom he came to save 
(13:7). 
 
16. Then (14:4-9) God’s prophet speaks of our Savior’s 
glorious second advent. 
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(Zec 14:4-9)  “And his feet shall stand in that day upon 
the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the 
east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst 
thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there 
shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain 
shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the 
south. (5) And ye shall flee to the valley of the 
mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach 
unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before 
the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and 
the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with 
thee. (6) And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 
light shall not be clear, nor dark: (7) But it shall be one 
day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor 
night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it 
shall be light. (8) And it shall be in that day, that living 
waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward 
the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: 
in summer and in winter shall it be. (9) And the LORD 
shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be 
one LORD, and his name one.” 
 
GRACE 
 
Zechariah’s prophecy is full of Christ and, being full of 
Christ, it is full of pictures of God’s saving grace in 
Christ. 
 
Zechariah 3:1-5 gives us a tremendous picture of 
God’s grace displayed in the experience of 







Through The Bible Series—ZECHARIAH 
 


12 


conversion. Joshua the high priest of Israel stands 
before us in these verses as a picture of every sinner who 
is chosen, redeemed, called and converted by the grace 
of God in Christ. And the Angel of the LORD standing 
by is our all-glorious Savior and Advocate, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 
Obviously, our Savior is not one of the angelic hosts that 
he created. He is called “the Angel of the LORD,” 
because he is Jehovah’s Messenger, the Angel of the 
covenant. This One who is called, “the Angel of the 
LORD” in verse 1, is Jehovah himself. We know that 
because he is called, “the LORD” (Jehovah) in verse 2. 
This Man who is God, the Angel of the Lord, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, is our almighty Advocate and effectual 
Intercessor (Heb. 7:24-27; 1 John 2:1-2). 
 
(Zec 3:1-5)  “And he showed me Joshua the high priest 
standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan 
standing at his right hand to resist him. (2) And the 
LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O 
Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem 
rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 
(3) Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and 
stood before the angel. (4) And he answered and spake 
unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the 
filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, 
I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will 
clothe thee with change of raiment. (5) And I said, Let 
them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair 
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mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments. 
And the angel of the LORD stood by.” 
 
In chapter 8 (vv. 7-13) we see a prophecy regarding 
the sure salvation of God’s elect. The Lord God 
declares, “Behold, I will save my people;” and save them 
he will. He promises to make himself the God of his 
chosen “in truth and in righteousness” ― in accordance 
with the truthfulness of his own covenant, oath, promise 
and character, and in perfect righteousness by the 
sacrifice of Christ. He promises to make his people 
prosperous and to make his elect remnant possessors of 
all things (1 Cor. 3:21-23), and to make them who were 
“a curse among the heathen…a blessing.” 
 
(Zec 8:7-8)  “Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I 
will save my people from the east country, and from the 
west country; (8) And I will bring them, and they shall 
dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my 
people, and I will be their God, in truth and in 
righteousness.” 
 
(Zec 8:12-13)  “For the seed shall be prosperous; the 
vine shall give her fruit, and the ground shall give her 
increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I will 
cause the remnant of this people to possess all these 
things. (13) And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a 
curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, and house 
of Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: 
fear not, but let your hands be strong.” 
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In Zechariah 9:12-16 the Lord’s promise of salvation 
to his elect is expanded. He promises his “prisoners of 
hope” that he will give them “double” (v. 12). I take that 
to mean the same thing promised in the gospel message 
in Isaiah 40:1-2. ― God in Christ gives believing 
sinners “double” for all their sins. He gives pardon and 
forgiveness; and he gives justification and righteousness. 
Then, he makes worthless sinners saved by almighty 
grace instruments of great usefulness in his hands, each 
one “as the sword of a mighty man” (v. 13; 1 Cor. 1:26-
29), and promises that they shall be stones in the crown 
of his glory (v. 16; Isa. 62:3; Eph. 2:7). 
 
(Zec 9:12-16)  “Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners 
of hope: even to day do I declare that I will render 
double unto thee; (13) When I have bent Judah for me, 
filled the bow with Ephraim, and raised up thy sons, O 
Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, and made thee as the 
sword of a mighty man. (14) And the LORD shall be 
seen over them, and his arrow shall go forth as the 
lightning: and the Lord GOD shall blow the trumpet, and 
shall go with whirlwinds of the south. (15) The LORD 
of hosts shall defend them; and they shall devour, and 
subdue with sling stones; and they shall drink, and make 
a noise as through wine; and they shall be filled like 
bowls, and as the corners of the altar. (16) And the 
LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock 
of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown, 
lifted up as an ensign upon his land.” 
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In the 10th chapter (vv. 6-8) Zechariah’s prophecy 
speaks of God’s saving grace as the effectual, 
irresistible operation of his omnipotence. The Lord 
promises not only to “hiss” for them, but also to “gather 
them.” Grace is not merely the hissing for, but also the 
gathering of God’s elect. Every redeemed sinner shall be 
gathered into the fold of mercy. 
 
(Zec 10:6-8)  “And I will strengthen the house of 
Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will 
bring them again to place them; for I have mercy upon 
them: and they shall be as though I had not cast them 
off: for I am the LORD their God, and will hear them. 
(7) And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and 
their heart shall rejoice as through wine: yea, their 
children shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall rejoice 
in the LORD. (8) I will hiss for them, and gather 
them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall 
increase as they have increased.” 
 
Chapter 12 (v. 10) tells us how it is that lost, dead, 
helpless sinners who will not and cannot look to 
Christ in faith of their own accord are made to 
believe by the operation of God’s grace. God pours 
out His Spirit upon his elect, as “the Spirit of grace and 
supplications.” When he does, Christ is revealed and the 
sinner looks to him in repentance and faith. 
 
(Zec 12:10)  “And I will pour upon the house of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom 
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they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one 
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for 
him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.” 
 
GOD’S CHURCH 
 
Zechariah describes the church and kingdom of God 
in chapters 2 (vv. 11-13), 4 (v. 2), and 8 (v. 3). Many 
commentators go to great lengths to try to prove their 
imagined theory that God’s church is not to be found in 
the Old Testament. Precisely for that reason, it is 
important to point out what should be obvious. It is 
certainly true that the Old Testament prophets did not 
clearly see the full meaning of all that they wrote by 
inspiration (1 Pet. 1:10-12). However, Zechariah, like 
many others gives an unmistakable prophetic picture of 
God’s church, family and kingdom being made of 
chosen sinners from many nations, in the midst of whom 
the Lord dwells. These blessed people, a multitude that 
no man can number, out of every nation, kindred, tribe 
and tongue are the Lord’s own peculiar portion in the 
earth. 
 
(Zec 2:11-13)  "And many nations shall be joined to the 
LORD in that day, and shall be my people: and I will 
dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the 
LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee. (12) And the 
LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, 
and shall choose Jerusalem again. (13) Be silent, O all 
flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised up out of his 
holy habitation." 
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God’s church is his candlestick in this dark world 
(Zech. 4:2). It is the church of God that is the instrument 
by which he upholds and from which he causes to shine 
the Light of the world. His church is his candlestick in 
the earth (Rev. 1:13). Particularly, each local assembly 
of blood-bought sinners, saved by his omnipotent grace 
is the means by which the Lord our God maintains the 
light of the gospel in the world from one generation to 
another until the end of time (1 Tim. 3:15). 
 
(Zec 4:2)  "And said unto me, What seest thou? And I 
said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, 
with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps 
thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are 
upon the top thereof." 
 
His holy mountain, the mountain of the Lord of hosts, 
that Jerusalem which is “a city of truth” (8:3), is “the 
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the 
truth.” 
 
(Zec 8:3)  "Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto 
Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and 
Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the 
mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain." 
 
ANTI-CHRIST 
 
Zechariah 11:16-12:9 speak of God sending an idol 
shepherd, the man of sin, anti-christ (2 Thess. 2:8) and 
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the opposition of all the world against his church in that 
great battle that shall rage until our King comes again 
(Armageddon). But the Lord God declares, “I will 
defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem” (12:8). 
 
HELL 
 
In Zechariah 14:12-13 we learn something about the 
everlasting torments of the damned, those who have 
opposed our God, his Christ, his gospel, and his people. 
 
(Zec 14:12-13)  “And this shall be the plague wherewith 
the LORD will smite all the people that have fought 
against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while 
they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume 
away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume 
away in their mouth. (13) And it shall come to pass in 
that day, that a great tumult from the LORD shall be 
among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the 
hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against 
the hand of his neighbour.” 
 
Oh, what a place of darkness, woe, and agony beyond 
description that must be in which there is nothing but 
everlasting, constantly increasing hatred of men and 
women for one another, each blaming the other for his 
torment! 
 
THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES 
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In 14:16-21 the Lord God tells us a little bit about the 
glory that shall be ours when Christ comes again, and 
the Feast of Tabernacles (The Feast of Faith in Christ) is 
ours forever. 
 
(Zec 14:16-21)  “And it shall come to pass, that every 
one that is left of all the nations which came against 
Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship 
the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of 
tabernacles. (17) And it shall be, that whoso will not 
come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to 
worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them 
shall be no rain. (18) And if the family of Egypt go not 
up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the 
plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that 
come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. (19) This 
shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of 
all nations that come not up to keep the feast of 
tabernacles. (20) In that day shall there be upon the bells 
of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the 
pots in the LORD'S house shall be like the bowls before 
the altar. (21) Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah 
shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts: and all they 
that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe 
therein: and in that day there shall be no more the 
Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts.” 
 
The feast was kept by the Jews in remembrance of 
their wilderness journey, when they dwelt in tents. It 
typified of Christ’s incarnation, who was made flesh, 
and tabernacled among us. Spiritually, we keep this 
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feast by trusting Christ, by believing that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh. We keep the feast now; 
but in heavenly glory we shall keep it perfectly, ever 
feeding upon our Savior, ever rejoicing in him. When 
the tabernacle of God is with men, when the beast is 
destroyed, when Babylon is fallen, when at last we are 
triumphant forever over the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, we shall shall worship the King, the LORD of hosts 
with our brethren out of all the nations of the earth, and 
“keep the feast of tabernacles!” 
 
Child of God, read the promises of God your Savior, and 
begin now to enjoy the glory that soon shall be yours in 
perfect fulness. This 14th chapter tells us of heaven’s 
glory and blessedness by telling us some things that shall 
not be there. When Christ comes and glory begins, 
there shall be no more… 
• Darkness (vv. 6-7) 
• Winter (v. 8) 
• Thirst (v. 8) 
 
(Zec 14:6-8)  “And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the light shall not be clear, nor dark: (7) But it shall be 
one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, 
nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time 
it shall be light. (8) And it shall be in that day, that living 
waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward 
the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: 
in summer and in winter shall it be.” 
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• Unbelief – We will worship and keep the feast (v. 
16). 


• Sin ― Every pot, every gift, every service, even the 
bells on the horses will say, “HOLINESS UNTO 
THE LORD!” 


• And there shall be no more Canaanite ― No Enemy! 
 


Illustration: “Bury me with a fork in my hand.” 
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 Text:   Judges 2:1-23 
 Subject:  Warring with The Flesh 
 Tape #  X-48b 
 Readings: Bob Pruitt and David Burge 
 Introduction: 
 
The most shocking thing I discovered as a young believer, 
shortly after God saved me, was the fact that the raging monster 
of sin in my heart had not been slain, or even tamed. 
 
 Illustrations: High School English Teacher 
      Boy At Springfield 
 
And the sad fact is, I am every day made increasingly aware of 
the depths of my depravity. Yet, I know that I have not even 
begun to discover the hideous enormity of my sinfulness! 
 
THE FLESH AND THE SPIRIT 
 
The fact is, when God saves a sinner, he does not change his old 
nature. He gives us a new nature by his grace. But he does not 
change the flesh. Flesh is still flesh. And our flesh (our old, 
Adamic nature) is our worst enemy. Believers are a people at 
war, constant, unceasing war with themselves. “The flesh lusteth 
against the spirit and the spirit against the flesh: and these are 
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that 
ye would.” 
 
I know that you who are God’s understand what I am talking 
about here. We are forgiven of all sin in Christ. We are accepted 
in him, justified, sanctified, and holy before God by the blood 
and righteousness of our all-glorious Christ. We can honestly say 
with John, “We love him because he first loved us.” We want, in 
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all things, to honor our God and Savior. We delight in the law of 
God in the very core of our beings. Yet, when we would do 
good, evil is present. John Newton described this experience 
clearly and beautifully in one of his hymns. 
 


I asked the Lord that I might grow 
In faith, and love, and every grace; 
Might more of his salvation know, 
And seek more earnestly his face. 


 
[ 'Twas he who taught me thus to pray, 
And he, I trust, has answered prayer; 


But it has been in such a way 
As almost drove me to despair.] 


 
I hoped that in some favored hour, 
At once he'd answer my request; 


And, by his love's constraining power, 
Subdue my sins, and give me rest. 


 
Instead of this, he made me feel 
The hidden evils of my heart, 


And let the angry powers of hell 
Assault my soul in every part. 


 
Yea, more, with his own hand he seemed 


Intent to aggravate my woe; 
Crossed all the fair designs I schemed, 
Blasted my gourds, and laid me low. 


 
"Lord, why is this?" I trembled cried; 


"Wilt thou pursue thy worm to death?" 
"'Tis in this way," the Lord replied, 


"I answer prayer for grace and faith." 
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"These inward trials I employ, 
From self and pride to set thee free; 


And break thy schemes of earthly joy, 
That thou mayst seek thy all in me." 


 
Proposition: This warfare between the flesh and the spirit in the 
experience of God’s elect is what the Book of Judges is all about. 
 
JOSHUA AND JUDGES 
 
In the Book of Joshua the land of Canaan and Israel’s possession 
of it is primarily typical of the saints’ everlasting rest in heaven. 
But in the Book of Judges the land of Canaan is set before us as a 
typical representation of our experience of God’s grace in this 
world. This world is our “Bochim,” our valley of weeping. 
 
VERY DIFFERENT 
 
As you read the Book of Judges, if you are like me, you cannot 
avoid thinking, “This Book is not like any other Book in the 
Bible.” You see a man named Ehud, sent of God to deliver a 
message to a fat King named Eglon, and the message was a long 
dagger shoved into his belly. A woman named Jael drives a tent 
stake through the temples of a man named Sisera, and then cuts 
his head off. Gideon has a army of 32,000 ready to go to war. 
But God requires him to whittle the army down to 300 men who 
are scared to death of their own shadows; and you think, “That’s 
not real smart.” You are astonished by Jephthah’s sacrifice of his 
daughter, and very disappointed in the weakness of Samson. 
Then, you find yourself shocked by the Levite cutting his wife’s 
raped body into twelve pieces and sending it to the twelve tribes 
of Israel. 
 
We read of Israel, God’s covenant people, the people he brought 
out of Egypt by the hand of Moses and to whom he gave the land 
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of Canaan by covenant promise as their inheritance forever by 
the hand of Joshua, rebelling against God, sinking into idolatry, 
overcome by enemy after enemy, becoming more and more 
degraded. In the first verse of chapter one, they asked the Lord 
“Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites, to fight against 
them?” But, by the time we get to the end of the Book (20:18), 
we see them asking the Lord to lead them as they go up to war 
against their own brethren in the tribe of Benjamin! How can we 
understand this Book? What happened to these people for whom 
the Lord God had done so much? The answer to that question is 
found in the very last verse of the last chapter (21:25). 
 
(Judges 21:25)  "In those days there was no king in Israel: every 
man did that which was right in his own eyes." 
 
This explanation of Israel’s great failure and God’s providential 
judgments upon them is given four times in these twenty-one 
chapters (17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25). Notice that the Lord does not 
say, "Every man did what was wrong in his own eyes," but “that 
which was right in his own eyes.” They endeavored to live in the 
land of Canaan and endeavored to serve God being governed by 
their own wisdom rather than God’s revelation. They refused the 
counsel of wisdom and followed the counsel of folly. Rather than 
trusting the Lord, they leaned unto their own understanding. 
 
(Proverbs 3:5-6)  "Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and 
lean not unto thine own understanding. (6) In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths." 
 
CHAPTERS 1 AND 2 
 
As long as Joshua lived, the nation of Israel served the Lord. 
They continued to do so until another generation arose after them 
“which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done 
for Israel.” If you will carefully read the first two chapters of 
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Judges, you will see that these two chapters explain the rest of 
the Book. 
 
In chapter one we see that though the Lord specifically 
commanded the children of Israel to drive out all the inhabitants 
of the land of Canaan, they chose on several occasions not to do 
so completely. Instead, they subdued them and made a league 
with them. In chapter two the Lord explains why he left Israel’s 
enemies in the land. 
 
(Judges 2:1-5)  "And an angel of the LORD came up from 
Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, 
and have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your 
fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you. (2) 
And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land; ye 
shall throw down their altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: 
why have ye done this? (3) Wherefore I also said, I will not drive 
them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your 
sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you. (4) And it came to 
pass, when the angel of the LORD spake these words unto all the 
children of Israel, that the people lifted up their voice, and wept. 
(5) And they called the name of that place Bochim: and they 
sacrificed there unto the LORD." 
 
(Judges 2:6-10)  "And when Joshua had let the people go, the 
children of Israel went every man unto his inheritance to possess 
the land. (7) And the people served the LORD all the days of 
Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who 
had seen all the great works of the LORD, that he did for Israel. 
(8) And Joshua, the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, 
being an hundred and ten years old. (9) And they buried him in 
the border of his inheritance in Timnathheres, in the mount of 
Ephraim, on the north side of the hill Gaash. (10) And also all 
that generation were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose 
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another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor 
yet the works which he had done for Israel." 
 
(Judges 2:11-23)  "And the children of Israel did evil in the sight 
of the LORD, and served Baalim: (12) And they forsook the 
LORD God of their fathers, which brought them out of the land 
of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the people that 
were round about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and 
provoked the LORD to anger. (13) And they forsook the LORD, 
and served Baal and Ashtaroth. (14) And the anger of the LORD 
was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of 
spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of 
their enemies round about, so that they could not any longer 
stand before their enemies. (15) Whithersoever they went out, the 
hand of the LORD was against them for evil, as the LORD had 
said, and as the LORD had sworn unto them: and they were 
greatly distressed. (16) Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, 
which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them. 
(17) And yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but they 
went a whoring after other gods, and bowed themselves unto 
them: they turned quickly out of the way which their fathers 
walked in, obeying the commandments of the LORD; but they 
did not so. (18) And when the LORD raised them up judges, then 
the LORD was with the judge, and delivered them out of the 
hand of their enemies all the days of the judge: for it repented the 
LORD because of their groanings by reason of them that 
oppressed them and vexed them. (19) And it came to pass, when 
the judge was dead, that they returned, and corrupted themselves 
more than their fathers, in following other gods to serve them, 
and to bow down unto them; they ceased not from their own 
doings, nor from their stubborn way. (20) And the anger of the 
LORD was hot against Israel; and he said, Because that this 
people hath transgressed my covenant which I commanded their 
fathers, and have not hearkened unto my voice; (21) I also will 
not henceforth drive out any from before them of the nations 
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which Joshua left when he died: (22) That through them I may 
prove Israel, whether they will keep the way of the LORD to 
walk therein, as their fathers did keep it, or not. (23) Therefore 
the LORD left those nations, without driving them out hastily; 
neither delivered he them into the hand of Joshua." 
 
Joshua is primarily a declaration of the ultimate triumph of 
grace. But Judges is a book about failure, defeat and shame – 
The failure, defeat and shame we experience in this world 
because of our own sin, rebellion and unbelief. 
 
THE TIME 
 
These twenty-one chapters cover a period of 229-230 years. But 
it is a mistake to look at the Book of Judges the complete record 
of that period of Israel’s history known as the time of the Judges. 
The last judge in Israel was not Samson, but Samuel. And though 
the Book of Judges ends with Israel in a sad, sad condition, 
brought into utter shame and degradation by her own sin, it ought 
to always be read in close connection with both Joshua and Ruth. 
The story of Ruth and Boaz takes place during this time. And, as 
you know, the Book of Ruth is all about Christ our Kinsman 
Redeemer. 
 


• The Book of Joshua shows us what God is going to do 
with us. He is going to bring us into the land of glorious 
rest, the heavenly Canaan. 


• The Book of Judges shows us in our present condition, 
warring with enemies within, constantly needing grace. 


• The Book of Ruth shows us our great Judge (Deliverer), 
the Lord Jesus Christ (portrayed in Boaz), who has 
redeemed our inheritance for us, prevailed over all our 
enemies, and will at last drive them all out of the land and 
give us glorious rest in the Land of Promise. 
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THE MESSAGE 
 
What is the message of this Book? Why was it written? Why 
does the Lord here give us the sordid details of Israel’s constant 
failure, defeat, and sin? These things were written for our 
learning (Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. 10:10-11). 
 
(Romans 15:4)  "For whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures might have hope." 
 
(1 Corinthians 10:11)  Now all these things happened unto them 
for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon 
whom the ends of the world are come." 
 
As I read the things recorded in these twenty-one chapters, 
the circumstances, the failures, the stubbornness, the rebellion, 
the sin, the battles, the sorrows, and the shamefulness of Israel in 
these chapters, it appears as though I am reading a detailed 
biography of my own experience. 
 
It is as obvious as the nose on your face that the nation of 
Israel, though delivered from Egypt and living in the possession 
of Canaan, could not have survived one day in that land except 
for this fact – God kept them. There you have the message of 
the Book of Judges. – Though the Lord God has saved us by his 
almighty grace, you and I are so weak, so sinful, so unbelieving, 
so stubbornly rebellious that we would not last a second, if left to 
ourselves. We continue in grace only because our great, gracious, 
glorious God keeps us in grace. 
 
THE CYCLE OF OUR LIVES 
 
The Book of Judges displays the constant cycle of our lives in 
this world as men and women saved by the grace of God. 
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REST 
 
The Book begins with Israel in the land of rest. They have, at 
last, come into the possession of the land by the hand of Joshua. 
For forty years they had no rest. Then, Joshua gave them rest! 
 
That is where you and I began this thing we call salvation. The 
Lord Jesus Christ, our great Joshua, brought us into the blessed 
possession of grace, salvation, and eternal life, and gave us rest 
(Matt. 11:28-30). 
 
(Matthew 11:28-30)  "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. (29) Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls. (30) For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light." 
 
There is no rest like the rest of faith in Christ. This is our 
sabbath. We rest in Christ. 
 


• His Righteousness. 
• His Redemption. 
• His Rule. 


 
REBELLION 
 
No sooner did Israel take possession of the land than they 
rebelled against the Lord. God told them to drive out the 
inhabitants of the land; but they chose to do what was right in 
their own eyes, and drove out most of the inhabitants. 
 
• Some they could not drive out because they were just too 


strong (1:18-19). 
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(Judges 1:18-19)  "Also Judah took Gaza with the coast thereof, 
and Askelon with the coast thereof, and Ekron with the coast 
thereof. (19) And the LORD was with Judah; and he drave out 
the inhabitants of the mountain; but could not drive out the 
inhabitants of the valley, because they had chariots of iron." 
 
• Others they chose not to drive out because they thought 


they could handle them without trouble (1:20-36). 
 


(v. 21) Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites. 
(v. 25) The house of Joseph spared one man and his family in 
Beth-el. 
(v. 27) Manasseh did not drive out the inhabitants of 
Bethshean, Taanach, Dor, Ibleam, or Megiddo. 
(v. 30) Zebulun did not drive out the inhabitants of Kitron or 
Nahalol. 
(v. 31) Asher spared Accho, Zidon, Ahlab, Achzib, Helbah, 
Aphik, and Rehob. 
(v. 33) Naphtali spared Bethshemesh and Bethanath 
And (v. 34) Dan was subdued by the Amorites. 


 
When Israel came to some of these places, instead of going to 
war against them, they went in and investigated the towns. When 
the place did not seem particularly dangerous and the people 
seemed to be people they could get along with, or use to their 
advantage, they spared them and built a town beside them. They 
allowed them, their gods, and their “useful” possessions and 
talents to stay in the land. Oh, they kept an eye on them; but they 
did not drive them out of the land. They did what was right in 
their own eyes. 
 
Have you done that? When God saved you, you quit drinking, 
smoking, dancing, wearing boots to bed, howling at the moon, , 
eating liver on Friday, and all those other things “bad” people do. 
Those other things, like gossip, malice, anger, wrath and 
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covetousness, we do not bother with too much. We vainly 
imagine that we are so much better than we use to be that we do 
not need to worry about those things weaker people have to be 
concerned with. We think, “These are just small, trivial matters. 
Surely, the Lord is not going to make an issue out of these." We 
leave those inward things no one else sees (at least not all the 
time) alone. We even protect them. – "After all, I am of German 
stock. All Germans are a little stubborn." or "I am only human." 
Or "My whole family is like this. This is just the way I am; and 
you just have to accept me the way I am." 
 
That is what Israel did. They had been farmers and herdsmen for 
four hundred years in Egypt. There they were accustom to raising 
their crops in well irrigated, lush fields. Things were different in 
Canaan. The land was terribly dry. They did not know how to 
use such land. Their first crops were puny excuses for crops. But 
the Canaanites had great harvests. So the Jews asked them, 
“What is your secret?" "It is very simple. We worship the gods of 
fertility, and they bless our crops. If you want to make it here, 
you will have to adjust to our ways." So the Israelites gave in. 
Who can argue with obvious success? 
 
Of course, the Canaanites also told them how to plant their crops, 
when to plant them, where to plant them, how to fertilize the 
ground and how to get the moisture needed to the fields. The 
next spring, sure enough, after they had bowed down to the gods 
of the Canaanites, they found the crops were wonderful. So Israel 
abandoned the worship of Jehovah. Oh, they never said so. They 
did not cease to include God’s name and ordinances in their 
religion. They just incorporated the worship of Baal, Ashtaroth 
and the gods of the land into the worship of Jehovah. But God 
says, “They forsook the LORD God of their fathers and followed 
other gods.” 
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These fertility gods were just that, sex gods, and worshipping 
them involved not only bowing down before dumb idols that 
could not speak, see, act or think, but also vile immorality. 
Israel’s religion had become nothing but the practice of 
whoredom (literally and spiritually) in the name of God! 
 
RETRIBUTION 
 
Israel’s rebellion brought divine retribution. You see, as it was 
with David, the Lord God ever shows his displeasure with sin, 
especially with his own people. 
 
(Judges 2:12-15)  "And they forsook the LORD God of their 
fathers, which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and 
followed other gods, of the gods of the people that were round 
about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and provoked the 
LORD to anger. (13) And they forsook the LORD, and served 
Baal and Ashtaroth. (14) And the anger of the LORD was hot 
against Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of spoilers 
that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of their 
enemies round about, so that they could not any longer stand 
before their enemies. (15) Whithersoever they went out, the hand 
of the LORD was against them for evil, as the LORD had said, 
and as the LORD had sworn unto them: and they were greatly 
distressed." 
 
Sin always brings retribution. I do not mean that God punishes 
his own for sin in a way of exacting justice and satisfaction. 
Thank God, he does not! He punished our sins in Christ and 
found satisfaction for our sins in the sacrifice of his Son (Rom. 
8:1). But the Lord God does chasten his children, correcting sin 
in us, because he loves us (Heb. 12:5-16). 
 
(Hebrews 12:5-16)  "And ye have forgotten the exhortation 
which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not 
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thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked 
of him: (6) For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. (7) If ye endure 
chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he 
whom the father chasteneth not? (8) But if ye be without 
chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and 
not sons. (9) Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much 
rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? (10) 
For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own 
pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his 
holiness. (11) Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby. (12) Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and 
the feeble knees; (13) And make straight paths for your feet, lest 
that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be 
healed. (14) Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord: (15) Looking diligently lest 
any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness 
springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; (16) Lest 
there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one 
morsel of meat sold his birthright." 
 
RESTORATION 
 
God’s chastening is followed by and results in restoration. 
Blessed be his name, our great God is ever gracious to his 
people! 
 
(Judges 2:16-18)  "Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, 
which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them. 
(17) And yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but they 
went a whoring after other gods, and bowed themselves unto 
them: they turned quickly out of the way which their fathers 







Through The Bible Series—JUDGES 
 


14 


walked in, obeying the commandments of the LORD; but they 
did not so. (18) And when the LORD raised them up judges, then 
the LORD was with the judge, and delivered them out of the 
hand of their enemies all the days of the judge: for it repented the 
LORD because of their groanings by reason of them that 
oppressed them and vexed them." 
 
These judges (twelve are named in these chapters) were typical 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, men raised up by God to deliver (save) 
his people from their enemies. All were saviors. All acted as 
kings. One (Samuel) was a prophet. And one (Eli) was a priest. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is our unfailing, ever faithful Savior, our 
Prophet, our Priest, and our King! He will (Blessed be his name 
forever!), He will deliver and save us from all our enemies! 
 
The Lord God will not leave us to ourselves, and he will not 
leave us alone. He will not leave us; and he will not let us leave 
him. His covenant he will not break Jer. 32:40; Ps. 89:28-37). 
 
(Jeremiah 32:40)  "And I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I 
will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from 
me." 
 
(Psalms 89:28-37)  "My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, 
and my covenant shall stand fast with him. (29) His seed also 
will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of 
heaven. (30) If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my 
judgments; (31) If they break my statutes, and keep not my 
commandments; (32) Then will I visit their transgression with 
the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. (33) Nevertheless my 
lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my 
faithfulness to fail. (34) My covenant will I not break, nor alter 
the thing that is gone out of my lips. (35) Once have I sworn by 
my holiness that I will not lie unto David. (36) His seed shall 







Through The Bible Series—JUDGES 
 


15 


endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. (37) It shall 
be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in 
heaven. Selah." 
 
(2 Timothy 2:13)  "If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he 
cannot deny himself." 
 
(2 Timothy 2:19)  "Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth 
sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, 
Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity." 
 
(1 John 3:20)  "For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than 
our heart, and knoweth all things." 
 
REBELLION 
 
Now, look at Judges 2:19. The very next thing we see is more 
rebellion.  
 
(Judges 2:19)  "And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, 
that they returned, and corrupted themselves more than their 
fathers, in following other gods to serve them, and to bow down 
unto them; they ceased not from their own doings, nor from their 
stubborn way." 
 
When we get to the end of the Book, that is just where we find 
Israel. They just got worse, and worse, and worse throughout the 
Book of Judges. They sunk lower and lower and lower. Flesh is 
always just flesh, rotting, rotting, rotting flesh! 
 
I blush with shame and weep bitterly to confess it, but confess it 
I must, my name is Israel. This is my life’s story (Rom. 7:14-23). 
But, blessed be God, the story is not over yet. My Boaz has 
promised that he will do all that my soul requires. 







Through The Bible Series—JUDGES 
 


16 


 
REASON 
 
Why did the Lord do this? Why does he leave us here, in this 
valley of weeping with all these inward enemies? To prove us 
and to teach us (Jud. 2:21-23). 
 
(Judges 2:21-23)  "I also will not henceforth drive out any from 
before them of the nations which Joshua left when he died: (22) 
That through them I may prove Israel, whether they will keep the 
way of the LORD to walk therein, as their fathers did keep it, or 
not. (23) Therefore the LORD left those nations, without driving 
them out hastily; neither delivered he them into the hand of 
Joshua." 
 


"These inward trials I employ, 
From self and pride to set thee free; 


And break thy schemes of earthly joy, 
That thou mayst seek thy all in me." 


 
Let us learn the lessons taught in this Book and confirmed by our 
experience. 
 
• Salvation is God’s work alone. 
• Flesh is always flesh. 
• Our only hope of salvation is Christ. 
• Ever look away to Christ. 
 
(1 John 1:7-10)  "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. (8) If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (9) 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (10) If we say 
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that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not 
in us." 
 
(1 John 2:1-2)  "My little children, these things write I unto you, 
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: (2) And he is the propitiation 
for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world." 
 


• Be kind, forgiving, and patient with one another! 
 
(Galatians 6:1-2)  "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; 
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. (2) Bear ye one 
another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ." 
 


• Our great God and Savior will not hastily drive out these 
enemies; but he will drive them out altogether! When our 
Savior brings us into the land of rest, there will be no more 
sin! 


 
Amen! 
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 Introduction: 
 
Malachi was another of those prophets sent of God to 
speak in his name, as his voice, to the children of Israel 
after they returned from the long years of Babylonian 
captivity. The rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem was 
complete, the sacrifices had resumed, and the ordinances 
of divine worship had, to all outward appearance, been 
restored. 
 
INDIFFERNCE 
 
But things were not as they seemed on the surface. 
Malachi spoke for God in that period following the days 
of Haggai and Zechariah. It was an era that 
corresponded in many ways with the day in which we 
live. Among those who wore the name of the Lord and 
professed to be his people, men and women who were 
actively involved in religion, there was a terrible 
coldness and indifference toward the Lord God. 
Unbelief was evident. The Word of God was read in his 
house with regularity. The form of religion was 
maintained. But no one, neither the priests nor the 
people, seemed to believe God. They maintained a form 
of godliness, but denied the power of God (2 Tim. 3:5). 
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Religion, with these people was nothing but a ritual, an 
outward exercise. And the way the performed their 
religious duties demonstrated that they were a people 
who drew nigh to the Lord with their lips, but their 
hearts were far from him. In Malachi’s day, as in the 
religious world today, for the most part the people who 
professed to be worshippers of God were “lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God, having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power of it” (2 Tim. 3:4-5). 
 
GOD’S MESSENGER 
 
Malachi was just the man for the hour. He steps in at just 
the right time as God’s messenger. In fact, that is what 
his name means; and that is what he was ― God’s 
messenger. We know nothing else about him. He was a 
man sent of God with God’s message for his people in 
his day. 
 
UNIQUE BOOK 
 
The book of Malachi is unique in three specific ways. 
First, Malachi brings the Old Testament to a 
conclusion. His was God’s last word to his people for 
four hundred years. For more than four hundred years, 
the heavens would be silent until John the Baptist 
appeared as the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
“prepare ye the way of the Lord.” God’s last word in the 
Old Testament was a call to repentance; and his first 
word in the New Testament was the same. ― “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
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Second, unlike other prophets, Malachi’s message was 
delivered as a dialogue. Malachi was not like the 
dialogue preachers of our day. His dialogue was not a 
dialogue between himself and those who heard him. 
God’s prophets are never sent to carry on a dialogue. 
They are sent to deliver a message. Malachi simply 
presents his message in the powerful, authoritative form 
of a dialogue. He asked a series of questions, and he 
answered them. Twelve times in the first three chapters 
of his prophecy, he says, “ye say,” and shows how that 
what the people said was in direct contrast with what 
God says in his Word. 
 
The third unique quality of this prophecy is the fact that 
almost the entire prophecy is written as the direct word 
of God. Gareth Crossley points out, “Of the fifty-five 
verses in this book, forty-seven are spoken by God ― 
the highest portion of all the prophets.” 
 
DISTINGUISHING LOVE 
 
Malachi’s prophecy begins with a declaration of God’s 
distinguishing love and grace to his elect, as it is set 
forth in the scriptures (Mal. 1:1-5).. 
 
(Mal 1:1-5)  "The burden of the word of the LORD to 
Israel by Malachi. (2) I have loved you, saith the LORD. 
Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau 
Jacob's brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob, (3) 
And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his 
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heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness. (4) 
Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will 
return and build the desolate places; thus saith the 
LORD of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; 
and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, 
The people against whom the LORD hath indignation 
for ever. (5) And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, 
The LORD will be magnified from the border of Israel." 
 
Yes, God’s love is special, distinct, distinguishing love. 
He loves his elect, his Jacob. Everything he does is for 
his elect, for their eternal salvation and everlasting good. 
Esau exists only because of God’s love for Jacob. The 
reprobate exist only to serve God’s purpose of grace 
toward his elect. That is exactly the meaning the Holy 
Spirit gives to this passage in Romans 9:11-26. Let 
every redeemed sinner ever remember that we owe 
everything we have and shall have in Christ to God’s 
distinguishing mercy, love and grace bestowed upon us 
in Christ from eternity (Jer. 31:3; Rom. 9:15-18; 1 Cor. 
4:7). 
 
(Jer 31:3)  "The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, 
saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: 
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." 
 
(Rom 9:15-18)  "For he saith to Moses, I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion. (16) So 
then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, 
but of God that showeth mercy. (17) For the scripture 
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saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I 
raised thee up, that I might show my power in thee, and 
that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 
(18) Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have 
mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth." 
 
(1 Cor 4:7)  "For who maketh thee to differ from 
another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? 
now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if 
thou hadst not received it?" 
 
 
The prophecy of Malachi was given shortly after the 
time of Nehemiah. Read the book of Nehemiah and you 
will find the setting of this prophecy and this threefold 
description of the corruption in Israel:  
 
1. The priesthood was defiled (Neh. 13:7-9, 29; Mal. 


3:8). 
2. The children of Israel had formed an idolatrous 


alliance with the heathen nations around them (Neh. 
13:23-27; Mal. 2:10-16), which resulted both in 
mixed marriages, a mixed language, and a disregard 
for God’s law.  


3. The support of the house of God was neglected (Neh. 
13:10-12; Mal. 3:10). 


 
The Levites who served in the house of God were not 
given their inheritance in Israel as God required. These 
men and their families were to be supported by the 
offerings and tithes of the people, so that they could give 
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themselves to the service of the house of God. But they 
were working in the fields to provide for themselves, 
and the house of God was neglected. 
 
One of the great reasons why those who preach the 
gospel are to live by the gospel, being supported in their 
livelihood by the generosity of God’s people is that the 
Word of God and the preaching of the gospel be not 
neglected. When those who are responsible for the 
ministry of the gospel neglect prayer and study, those to 
whom they preach suffer. 
 
It was at this time, in these deplorable conditions, that 
God raised up Malachi. He was not a tea-sipping 
socializer. Malachi was a prophet, God’s messenger. 
Everyone thought the prophet was old-fashioned, out-of-
step with the times, and a troublemaker. And they were 
right. Prophets are always old-fashioned, out-of-step 
with the times, and troublemakers for those who despise 
God and his Word. But the faithful servant of God, like 
Malachi, cannot be silenced. He will, like Malachi, stick 
his finger directly in the middle of the sore spot in the 
hearts of men and press hard, forcing those who hear 
him to know their sin. 
 
SEVEN QUESTIONS 
 
Perhaps the saddest part of the story of Malachi is 
that the people were not aware of their awful 
condition. They were insulted by Malachi’s message. 
This is demonstrated by seven points of dialogue 
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between the Lord God and those who claimed to be his 
people. 
 
1. “Wherein hast thou loved us?” (1:2) 
 
Israel’s insolence in asking this question is shocking, 
until we are forced to acknowledge that we who are the 
objects of God’s great love often think of our God’s love 
with the same insolence (Ps. 73:2-3, 13-14). 
 
Sometimes we are so blind that fail to see the tokens 
God’s amazing grace and special love for us. 
 
(Mal 1:2-5)  "I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye 
say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's 
brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob, (3) And I 
hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage 
waste for the dragons of the wilderness. (4) Whereas 
Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return 
and build the desolate places; thus saith the LORD of 
hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they 
shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The 
people against whom the LORD hath indignation for 
ever. (5) And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The 
LORD will be magnified from the border of Israel." 
 
Oh, what a great lover our God is to us! The Lord God 
has, throughout history, protected, cared for, and 
provided for us, destroying our enemies on ever side, 
because he is determined to magnify himself from upon 
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the the border of Israel, and determined to make us see 
and know his glory in saving us. 
 
2. “Wherein have we despised thy name?” (1:6) 
 
Next, the Lord reminded Israel that a son honors his 
father and a servant honors his master, but they had no 
fear of him in their hearts. Is that not the case with many 
today? Is it true of you? ― of me? Let’s be honest. We 
profess that we belong to Christ, that we believe God, 
but where is his honor?  
 
(Mal 1:6)  "A son honoureth his father, and a servant his 
master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and 
if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of 
hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye 
say, Wherein have we despised thy name?" 
 
As I read Malachi 1:7-14, I blush with shame. How 
often I offer to God my Savior that which is polluted, 
and lame, and sick, and worthless! David said, “I will 
not sacrifice to the Lord that which doth cost me 
nothing.” But we have polluted our God by our 
demonstrative irreverence and indifference toward him. 
Have we not? Does that sting? Perhaps you ask, 
“Wherein have we polluted thee?” That is exactly what 
these people did. Look at verse 7. 
 
(Mal 1:7)  "Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and 
ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, 
The table of the LORD is contemptible." 
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3. “Wherein have we polluted thee?” 
 
They offered animals that were lame and sick and blind 
for sacrifice. They offered the most contemptible things 
to God and called it sacrificing, worshipping, and 
honoring God! No earthly ruler would tolerate such 
action. Men would not even treat their employer like 
Israel was treated God, like we treat him. 
 
I say with Malachi (1:9), “I pray you, beseech God that 
he may be gracious unto us.” 
 
As I read Malachi 1:7-14, I blush with shame. How 
often I offer to God my Savior that which is polluted, 
and lame, and sick, and worthless! David said, “I will 
not sacrifice to the Lord that which doth cost me 
nothing.” How much better he deserves than I give! I’m 
tired of giving God my leftovers! Aren’t you? I know 
this ― He’s tired of it; and he refuses to accept such 
“sacrifices!” My God, give me grace to give you the best 
of… 
• Time 
• Labor 
• Gifts. 
 
Now, read at chapter 2, verse 17. 
 
(Mal 2:17)  "Ye have wearied the LORD with your 
words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? 
When ye say, Every one that doeth evil is good in the 
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sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in them; or, Where 
is the God of judgment?" 
 
4. “Wherein have we wearied him?”  
 
Note the context of this question. The priests, who were 
supposed to keep knowledge, seek the word of God at 
his mouth, and serve as messengers of the Lord of hosts, 
departed out of the way, caused the people to stumble at 
God’s law, corrupted his covenant, and led the people to 
deal treacherously with the Lord (vv. 7-11). 
 
Remember, Malachi was a prophet, God’s messenger. 
He did not speak in vague terms that might be 
interpreted in any way men might choose. There was no 
misunderstanding this man. He specifically identifies the 
evil into which Israel’s religious leaders led them. 
 
• First, the priests led the people to profane God’s 


holiness that he loves, by wedding themselves to 
the daughters of strange gods (v. 11). 


 
They profaned God’s altar, the place where his holiness 
was displayed in the sacrifices he required. By wedding 
themselves to the daughters of strange gods, they said, 
“The satisfaction of justice is not really necessary. 
Christ’s substitutionary atonement is not the only way 
sinners can come to God. Grace is good; but grace is not 
essential. As long as you are sincere, come to God any 
way you want to, and he will receive you.” The priests 
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led the people in the way of Cain, ran greedily after the 
error of Balaam, and the gainsaying of Korah. 
 
• Second, the worship of God had become noting 


more than superstitious froth, sentimentalism, and 
emotionalism (v. 13). 


 
(Mal 2:13)  "And this have ye done again, covering the 
altar of the LORD with tears, with weeping, and with 
crying out, insomuch that he regardeth not the offering 
any more, or receiveth it with good will at your hand." 
 
• Malachi’s third charge proved that these people were 


mere hypocrites, pretending worship God while living 
according to their own brute lusts. They utterly 
disregarded the word of God and their moral 
responsibilities before him, as was manifest in 
their disregard for marriage (vv. 14-16). 


 
I know to whom I am speaking. I know that some of you 
are divorced and remarried. For some, that is not 
something you chose, but what another forced upon you. 
For some, the whole thing took place before God saved 
you. For others, it was a matter of utter disregard for the 
glory of God on your part.  
 
I deliberately preface my next comments with this word. 
― That which is past is past. Leave it there. If Christ has 
forgiven your sin, it is forgiven. The people of God 
ought not hold it over your head. 
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Illustration: “I could never allow…” 
 
Now, having said that, hear me and hear me well. ― 
There is no such thing as a biblical divorce. Marriage is 
for life. And there is no such thing as a divorce that is 
“best” for all involved, or “best” for the children. Hear 
what God says. 
 
(Mal 2:14-16)  "Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the 
LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of 
thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: 
yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant. 
(The vow I took 35 years ago, the covenant I entered 
into was not just with my wife, but with my God.) 
(15) And did not he make one? (He made Adam and 
one). Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore 
one? That he might seek a godly seed. (God made 
Adam and Eve one and instituted the union of one 
man and one woman for the moral preservation of 
humanity [1 Cor. 7:14].) Therefore take heed to your 
spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of 
his youth. (16) For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith 
that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence 
with his garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore 
take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously." 
 
• In verse 17, the faithful prophet declares that the 


religion of such people is nothing but lip service, 
and that it is a weariness to God. 
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(Mal 2:17)  "Ye have wearied the LORD with your 
words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? 
When ye say, Every one that doeth evil is good in the 
sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in them; or, Where 
is the God of judgment?" 
 
When men and women abandon the authority of God, 
despise his law, and disregard his Word, there is no 
standard by which to live (v. 17). When every one does 
that which is right in his own eyes, they call evil good 
and good evil, and justice is gone. 
 
CHRIST 
 
But blessed be our God, he will never abandon his own. 
Look at chapter 3. Here we see our Savior, in whom 
alone we have hope, by whose grace we are saved and 
kept. 
 
• Christ is our all-glorious Substitute, in whom God 


has established his covenant, and in whom he 
delights (Mal. 3:1). 


 
(Mal 3:1)  "Behold, I will send my messenger, and he 
shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye 
seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, 
he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts." 
 
• He sits as a refiner and purifier, and he will purify 


all his own (Mal. 3:2-3) 
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(Mal 3:2-3)  "But who may abide the day of his coming? 
and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a 
refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: (3) And he shall sit 
as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the 
sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that 
they may offer unto the LORD an offering in 
righteousness." 
 
• Our sacrifices are made acceptable and pleasant to 


our God in and by our Substitute (Mal. 3:4). 
 
(Mal 3:4)  "Then shall the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of 
old, and as in former years." 
 
• He is the Lord our God who changes not; and “he 


hateth putting away” (Mal. 3:6). 
 
(Mal 3:6)  "For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore 
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed." 
 
5. “Wherein shall we return?” (3:7) 
 
(Mal 3:7)  "Even from the days of your fathers ye are 
gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept 
them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith 
the LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we 
return?" 
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Their attitude suggests that they did not even know they 
had strayed from the Lord. They actually thought they 
were doing God a service.  
 
6. “Wherein have we robbed thee?” (3:8).  
 
(Mal 3:8)  "Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed 
me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes 
and offerings." 
 
“Will a man rob God?” It is almost as if they respond, 
“Preposterous! A man will not even rob a fellow man.” 
But God said, “Ye have robbed me” in tithes and 
offerings.  
 
7. “What have we spoken so much against thee?” 


(3:13) 
 
(Mal 3:13-14)  "Your words have been stout against me, 
saith the LORD. Yet ye say, What have we spoken so 
much against thee? (14) Ye have said, It is vain to serve 
God: and what profit is it that we have kept his 
ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before 
the LORD of hosts?" 
 
The context in verse 14 indicates that they had spoken 
against the Lord in both word and action. Oh, they had 
kept up their religious ceremonies, but [they] were not 
worshiping God in their hearts. All the while, they were 
bringing torn, lame animals for sacrifice. And they were 
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trying to outdo each other in making money, procuring 
divorces, and indulging their lusts. 
 
THE FAITHFUL REMNANT 
 
In the midst of all these people with an empty profession 
of faith, was a little remnant that feared the Lord. They 
“spoke often one to another; and the Lord hearkened, 
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written 
before him for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon his name” (Mal. 3:16). 
 
Then Malachi leaped the centuries and saw the time 
when men shall be rewarded. A remnant of Israel, the 
“hidden treasure” of Matthew 13, will experience the 
fulfillment of Jehovah's words: “And they shall be mine, 
saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my 
jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own 
son that serveth him” (Mal 3:17). 
 
THE DAY 
 
Chapter 4 of Malachi speaks of that day of Christ’s 
coming when the proud and the wicked shall be like 
stubble. But to those who fear his name, the appearing of 
Christ will be the “Sun of righteousness” (v.2), arising 
with healing in his wings. 
 
Thus the Old Testament canon is brought to a close. In 
every book, the person and work of the Lord Jesus is 
reflected, pointing forward to his incarnation, his perfect 
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life, his sacrificial death for our sins, his victorious 
resurrection, and his glorious return to defeat Satan, to 
purge the world of evil, and to establish his kingdom of 
righteousness and peace. We have seen the One of 
whom it is written, “It pleased the Father that in him 
should all fullness dwell” (Col. 1:19).  








Sermon #8         Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:       RUTH 
     Christ Our Kinsman Redeemer 
 Text:   Ruth 3:9 
 Subject:  Redemption and Grace in Christ 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening— March 18, 2003 
 Tape #  X-50a 
 Readings: Don Fortner & Rex Bartley 
 Introduction: 
 
Ruth 3:9  "And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am 
Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine 
handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman." 
 
Let’s open our Bibles to the Book of Ruth and behold the 
romance of redemption. We will begin in chapter three, verse 
nine, where Boaz  said to Ruth, “Who art thou? And she 
answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt 
over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman.” I take this 
for my text, but really my message will be taken from the whole 
book of Ruth. 
 
This Book, like all the Old Testament Scriptures speaks of 
Christ our Redeemer. The subject of this Book is redemption. 
The whole book is a picture of our redemption by Christ. The 
key word, used repeatedly in these four chapters is “kinsman” 
(2:1, 20; 3:9, 12; 4:6, 14). 
 
Ruth 2:1  "And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a 
mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name 
was Boaz." 
 
Ruth 2:20  "And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed 
be he of the LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the 
living and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man is 
near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen." 
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Ruth 3:9  "And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am 
Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine 
handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman." 
 
Ruth 3:12  "And now it is true that I am thy near kinsman: 
howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than I." 
 
Ruth 4:6  "And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, 
lest I mar mine own inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself; 
for I cannot redeem it." 
 
Ruth 4:14  "And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the 
LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that 
his name may be famous in Israel." 
 
Proposition: The kinsman is the one who has the right to 
redeem. 
 
• The law of the kinsman Redeemer was given in Leviticus 


25:25. 
 


Leviticus 25:25  "If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold 
away some of his possession, and if any of his kin come to 
redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother sold." 


 
• That prophetic law was given to be a picture of Christ and 


was fulfilled by him. Our father Adam sold us into bondage 
and sin; but Christ, our kinsman Redeemer, bought us and 
brought us into the righteousness, life and liberty of the sons 
of God (Rom. 5:19). He says, “I restored that which I took 
not away.” 
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Romans 5:19  "For as by one man's disobedience many were 
made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made 
righteous." 


 
• The Book of Ruth is a beautiful picture of the whole thing. 


It shows us both our need of a kinsman Redeemer and the 
way we may obtain the blessings of redemption. Let’s look at 
the picture together. 


 
ELIMELECH 
 
There was a certain man of Israel called Elimelech of Bethlehem-
Judah in the days of the Judges. Elimelech means “God is King”. 
Yet, when famine came to Israel, Elimelech took his wife, 
Naomi, and their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion, and went down 
into Moab, a heathen country where God was neither known nor 
worshipped. 
 


• Elimelech means “my God is King”. 
• Naomi means “sweet and pleasant”. 
• Mahlon means “weakness”. 
• Chilion means “consumption”. 
• Orpah means “stiff-necked and declining”. 
• Ruth means “companion”. 
• Boaz means “in him is strength”. 


 
Boaz and Ruth are the principle characters in this story, 
Ruth representing sinners in need of redemption and grace 
and Boaz representing Christ our Redeemer, who is full of 
strength, power, virtue, and grace.  
 
Elimelech left Israel in weakness and was consumed in Moab. 
He died in Moab and left his wife and two sons alone. His two 
sons married Moabite women, lived with them for ten years, and 
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then they died. They followed their father’s example and 
perished in the cursed land of Moab. 
 
NAOMI 
 
Now poor and brokenhearted, Naomi determined to go back to 
Bethlehem. She told her daughters-in-law to remain with their 
own people. Orpah did just that. She went back to her people and 
her gods; but not Ruth. She was “steadfastly minded to go with” 
Naomi (Read Ruth 1:16-17). 
 
Ruth 1:16-17  "And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or 
to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will 
go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God: 17 Where thou diest, will I die, 
and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, 
if ought but death part thee and me." 
 
So Naomi and Ruth returned to the land of Israel and to the 
people of God at the beginning of the harvest season. Now, I 
want to show you five clear, instructive pictures in the book of 
Ruth. 
 
Divisions:  
 
1. A Picture Of Our Ruin By The Fall Of Adam (1:9-21). 
2. A Picture Of Christ’s Free Love To Sinners (2:1-5, 9, 16). 
3. A Picture Of God’s Special Providence (2:3, 9, 16). 
4. A Picture Of Christ Our Kinsman Redeemer (3:9-4:13). 
5. A Picture Of True Repentance (3:1-11). 
 
I.  First, read 1:19-21 - Here is A PICTURE OF OUR RUIN 


BY THE FALL OF ADAM. 
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Ruth 1:19-21  "So they two went until they came to Bethlehem. 
And it came to pass, when they were come to Bethlehem, that all 
the city was moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi? 20 
And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for 
the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 21 I went out full, 
and the LORD hath brought me home again empty: why then call 
ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified against me, and 
the Almighty hath afflicted me?" 
 
When Naomi came back to Bethlehem, everyone gathered 
around her, looked at her with astonishment, and said, “Is this 
Naomi?” To that she replied, “Don’t call me Naomi (sweet and 
pleasant); but call me Mara (bitter) because God hath dealt 
bitterly with me!” She went out young, happy, beautiful, and 
full; but she came back old, bitter, worn, weary, poor and empty. 
That’s us! 
 
Is this Adam? Can these poor, dying, corrupt creatures called 
men be the sons of Adam, who was created in the image of God? 
(Rom. 5:12; 3:10-19). 
 
Romans 5:12  "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned." 
 
Romans 3:10-19  "As it is written, There is none righteous, no, 
not one: 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that 
seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, they are 
together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one. 13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues 
they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 14 
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 15 Their feet are 
swift to shed blood: 16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: 
17 And the way of peace have they not known: 18 There is no 
fear of God before their eyes. 19 Now we know that what things 







Through The Bible Series—RUTH 
 


6 


soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before God." 
 


• The prince is now a pauper! 
• The king is now a beggar! 
• The pleasant is now bitter! 
• The full is now empty! 
• The blessed is now cursed! 


 
II.  Second, in chapter 2, we are given A PICTURE OF 


CHRIST’S FREE LOVE TO CHOSEN SINNERS (vv. 1-
5, 9, 16). 


 
Ruth 2:1-5  "And NAOMI HAD A KINSMAN of her 
husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; 
and his name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabitess said unto 
Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn after 
him IN WHOSE SIGHT I SHALL FIND GRACE. And she 
said unto her, Go, my daughter. 3 And she went, and came, and 
gleaned in the field after the reapers: and HER HAP was to light 
on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the 
kindred of Elimelech. 4 And, BEHOLD, BOAZ CAME from 
Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, The LORD be with you. 
And they answered him, The LORD bless thee. 5 Then said Boaz 
unto his servant that was set over the reapers, WHOSE 
DAMSEL IS THIS?" 
 
Ruth 2:9  "Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and 
go thou after them: HAVE I NOT CHARGED THE YOUNG 
MEN THAT THEY SHALL NOT TOUCH THEE? and 
WHEN THOU ART ATHIRST, GO UNTO THE VESSELS, 
AND DRINK OF THAT WHICH THE YOUNG MEN HAVE 
DRAWN." 
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Ruth 2:16  "And LET FALL ALSO SOME OF THE 
HANDFULS OF PURPOSE FOR HER, and leave them, that 
she may glean them, and REBUKE HER NOT." 
 
As I said before, Naomi and Ruth came to Bethlehem at the 
beginning of the harvest season. They were poor. Their 
inheritance was gone. They had no one to support them and take 
care of them. But it was required by God’s law in Israel that the 
poor people be allowed to follow the reapers through the fields 
and glean, or pick up what the reapers left behind (Lev. 19:9-10; 
Deut. 24:19). 
 
A.  Ruth knew that there was a kinsman who could redeem 


her (v. 1). 
 
Ruth 2:1  "And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty 
man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name was 
Boaz." 
 


• He was a kinsman. 
• He was a mighty man. 
• He was a man of great wealth. 


 
Boaz, Ruth’s kinsman, beautifully typifies the Lord Jesus 
Christ, our Kinsman Redeemer. In order for one to be a 
kinsman redeemer four things were necessary. 
 
1.  The kinsman had to be related by blood to those he 


redeemed (Deut. 25:5, 7-10; John 1:14; Rom. 1:3; Phil. 2:5-
8; Heb. 2:14-15). 


 
Deuteronomy 25:5, 7-10  "If brethren dwell together, and one of 
them die, and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not marry 
without unto a stranger: her husband's brother shall go in unto 
her, and take her to him to wife, and perform the duty of an 
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husband's brother unto he. And if the man like not to take his 
brother's wife, then let his brother's wife go up to the gate unto 
the elders, and say, My husband's brother refuseth to raise up 
unto his brother a name in Israel, he will not perform the duty of 
my husband's brother. 8 Then the elders of his city shall call him, 
and speak unto him: and if he stand to it, and say, I like not to 
take her; 9 Then shall his brother's wife come unto him in the 
presence of the elders, and loose his shoe from off his foot, and 
spit in his face, and shall answer and say, So shall it be done unto 
that man that will not build up his brother's house. 10 And his 
name shall be called in Israel, The house of him that hath his 
shoe loosed." 
 
John 1:14  "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth." 
 
Romans 1:3  "Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which 
was made of the seed of David according to the flesh." 
 
Philippians 2:5-8  "Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a 
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross." 
 
Hebrews 2:14-15  "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers 
of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
same; that through death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil; 15 And deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage." 
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2.  He had to be able to pay the price required for 
redemption (Ruth 2:1; 1 Pet. 1:18-19). 


 
Ruth 2:1  "And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty 
man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name was 
Boaz." 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19  "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your 
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19 But 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot:" 
 
3.  He had to be willing to pay the price of redemption (Ruth 


3:11; Matt. 20:28; John 10:15-18; Heb. 10:7). 
 
Ruth 3:11  "And now, my daughter, fear not; I WILL DO TO 
THEE ALL THAT THOU REQUIREST: FOR all the city of 
my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman." 
 
Matthew 20:28  "Even as the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many." 
 
John 10:15-18  "As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the 
Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And other sheep 
I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and 
they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one 
shepherd. 17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay 
down my life, that I might take it again. 18 No man taketh it 
from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment 
have I received of my Father." 
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Hebrews 10:7  "Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the 
book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God." 
 
4.  The kinsman redeemer had to be free himself. Our Lord 


Jesus was entirely free from any debt of his own! 
 
B.  Ruth went out into the fields to glean with the poor, 


hoping she might find grace in the eyes of her kinsman (v. 
2). 


 
Ruth 2:2  "And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me 
now go to the field, and glean ears of corn after him in whose 
sight I shall find grace. And she said unto her, Go, my daughter." 
 
• If it were possible for her to have her inheritance with God’s 


people redeemed, Ruth was not willing to perish in poverty! 
“Seek ye the LORD.” 


 
• She went to the place where she was most likely to meet her 


kinsman, with the hope that he might be gracious to her. 
“Harvest Fields” - Church. 


 
C.  Boaz spotted Ruth and had compassion on her (v. 5). 
 
Ruth 2:5  "Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the 
reapers, Whose damsel is this?" 
 
There were many poor widows gleaning in the fields. But Boaz 
set his eyes upon Ruth, took notice of Ruth, and had compassion 
on Ruth before she even knew who he was! 
 
Even so, the Lord Jesus Christ took notice of us, loved us, and 
chose us before the world was made. He loved us freely from 
eternity! 
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III. Third, in this second chapter the Holy Spirit has also given us 
A BEAUTIFUL PICTURE OF GOD’S SPECIAL 
PROVIDENCE (2:1, 9, 16). 


 
Ruth 2:1  "And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty 
man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name was 
Boaz." 
 
Ruth 2:9  "Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and 
go thou after them: HAVE I NOT CHARGED THE YOUNG 
MEN THAT THEY SHALL NOT TOUCH THEE? and when 
thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of that which the 
young men have drawn." 
 
Ruth 2:16  "And let fall also some of THE HANDFULS OF 
PURPOSE for her, and leave them, that she may glean them, and 
REBUKE HER NOT." 
 
As the fields of Bethlehem belonged to Boaz, so this world 
belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is his by design, by 
decree, and by death (Col. 1:16-17; John 3:35; 17:2; Rom. 
14:9). 
 
Colossians 1:16-17  "For by him were all things created, that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before all 
things, and by him all things consist." 
 
John 3:35  "The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hand." 
 
Romans 14:9  "For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and 
revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living." 
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A.  As Ruth’s “hap was to light on a part of the field belonging 
to Boaz;” so God graciously brings each of his elect to the 
place where he will be gracious to them. 


 
B.  As Boaz commanded his young men not to touch Ruth, so 


the Lord Jesus Christ has given commandment to all 
creation, saying, “touch not mine anointed!” 


 
C.  As Boaz commanded his men to let fall “handfuls of 


purpose” for Ruth, so our Savior takes care to provide for 
his elect, even throughout the days of their rebellion and 
unbelief (Hos. 2:8). 


 
Hosea 2:8  "For she did not know that I gave her corn, and wine, 
and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, which they prepared 
for Baal." 
 
Read 2:18-20. According to the law of God given to Israel (Lev. 
25:25), if a man sold his inheritance and he had a near kinsman, 
who was willing and able to do so, the kinsman could buy back 
his brother’s lost inheritance. 
 
Ruth 2:18-20  "And she took it up, and went into the city: and 
her mother in law saw what she had gleaned: and she brought 
forth, and gave to her that she had reserved after she was 
sufficed. 19 And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast 
thou gleaned to day? and where wroughtest thou? blessed be he 
that did take knowledge of thee. And she showed her mother in 
law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's name with 
whom I wrought to day is Boaz. 20 And Naomi said unto her 
daughter in law, Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left 
off his kindness to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said 
unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next 
kinsmen." 
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CHAPTER 3 
 
In chapter 3, Naomi tells Ruth what she must do. She told her to 
go to the threshing floor where Boaz, the near kinsman, would 
be. She told her to humble herself, lay down at his feet, and 
spend the night there. – “And he will tell thee what thou shalt 
do.” And Ruth did what Naomi told her to do (3:1-11). 
 
Ruth 3:1-11  "Then Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My 
daughter, SHALL I NOT SEEK REST FOR THEE, THAT IT 
MAY BE WELL WITH THEE? 2 And now is not Boaz of our 
kindred, with whose maidens thou wast? BEHOLD, HE 
WINNOWETH BARLEY TO NIGHT IN THE 
THRESHINGFLOOR. 3 WASH THYSELF therefore, and 
ANOINT THEE, and PUT THY RAIMENT UPON THEE, 
and GET THEE DOWN to the floor: but make not thyself 
known unto the man, until he shall have done eating and 
drinking. 4 And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt 
MARK THE PLACE WHERE HE SHALL LIE, and thou 
shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and LAY THEE DOWN; and 
HE WILL TELL THEE WHAT THOU SHALT DO. 5 And 
she said unto her, ALL THAT THOU SAYEST UNTO ME I 
WILL DO. 6 And she went down unto the floor, and did 
according to all that her mother in law bade her. 7 And when 
Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to 
lie down at the end of the heap of corn: and SHE CAME 
SOFTLY, and UNCOVERED HIS FEET, and LAID HER 
DOWN. 8 And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was 
afraid, and turned himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his feet. 
9 And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I AM RUTH 
THINE HANDMAID: SPREAD THEREFORE THY SKIRT 
OVER THINE HANDMAID; for THOU ART A NEAR 
KINSMAN. 10 And he said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my 
daughter: for thou hast showed more kindness in the latter end 
than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not young 
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men, whether poor or rich. 11 And now, my daughter, fear not; I 
will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of my people 
doth know that thou art a virtuous woman." 
 
IV. This is A PICTURE OF TRUE REPENTANCE! 
 
A.  She marked the place where Boaz would be and went 


there (v. 4). Christ is found in the assembly of his saints. 
 
B.  She came in softly and laid herself at his feet (v. 7). 
 
Ruth 3:7  "And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart 
was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn: 
and she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down." 
 
The sinner who needs mercy will always be found at the feet 
of his Lord. 


• The Leper (Matt. 8). 
• Mary (Lk. 10). 
• The Harlot (Lk. 7). 


 
Many are too proud to bow as broken, humbled beggars at the 
feet of Christ. But this woman risked being scandalized. She 
risked losing the only thing she had left, her name, that she might 
obtain Boaz’s favor! 
 
C.  Ruth told Boaz plainly what she wanted (v. 9). Take me. I 


am your handmaid. Take me for your wife! 
 
Ruth 3:9  "And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am 
Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine 
handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman." 
 
D.  Boaz said, “I will do all that thou requirest!” But there is a 


kinsman nearer than I. He must be dealt with first. 
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• Christ will be merciful! 
• Christ will save! 
• But he could never save us until first he had dealt with the 


law and justice of God. 
 
CHAPTER 4 
 
V.  That brings us to chapter 4. Here is the last, great picture of 


this book. – Boaz is set before us here as A PICTURE OF 
CHRIST OUR KINSMAN REDEEMER (3:11; 4:1-13). 


 
Ruth 3:11  "And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all 
that thou requirest: for all the city of my people doth know that 
thou art a virtuous woman." 
 
Ruth 4:1-13  "Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down 
there: and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by; 
unto whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here. 
And he turned aside, and sat down. 2 And he took ten men of the 
elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they sat down. 
3 And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of 
the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our 
brother Elimelech's: 4 And I thought to advertise thee, saying, 
Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the elders of my people. 
If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, 
then tell me, that I may know: for there is noneside thee; and I 
am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it. 5 Then said Boaz, 
What day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must 
buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise 
up the name of the dead upon hithe dead upon his inheritance. 6 
And the kinsman said, I CANNOT REDEEM IT FOR 
MYSELF, LEST I MAR MINE OWN INHERITANCE: 
REDEEM THOU MY RIGHT TO THYSELF; FOR I 
CANNOT REDEEM IT. 7 Now this was the manner in former 
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time in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning changing, 
for to confirm all things; a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it 
to his neighbour: and this was a testimony in Israel. 8 Therefore 
the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he drew off his 
shoe. 9 And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, 
Ye are witnesses this day, that I HAVE BOUGHT ALL THAT 
WAS ELIMELECH'S, AND ALL THAT WAS CHILION'S 
AND MAHLON'S, OF THE HAND OF NAOMI. 10 
MOREOVER RUTH THE MOABITESS, THE WIFE OF 
MAHLON, HAVE I PURCHASED TO BE MY WIFE, TO 
RAISE UP THE NAME OF THE DEAD UPON HIS 
INHERITANCE, THAT THE NAME OF THE DEAD BE 
NOT CUT OFF FROM AMONG HIS BRETHREN, and from 
the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day. 11 And all the 
people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are 
witnesses. The LORD make the woman that is come into thine 
house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house 
of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in 
Bethlehem: 12 And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, 
whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the LORD shall 
give thee of this young woman. 13 SO BOAZ TOOK RUTH, 
AND SHE WAS HIS WIFE: AND WHEN HE WENT IN 
UNTO HER, THE LORD GAVE HER CONCEPTION, AND 
SHE BARE A SON." 
 
Boaz went up to the gate of the city where men transacted 
business and met Ruth’s nearer kinsman. He said, “You have 
first claim upon Elimelech’s field. If you want it buy it.” So the 
man said, “I’ll buy it!” Then Boaz said, “If you buy the field, 
you must also marry Ruth, his daughter-in-law.” So the man said 
to Boaz, “I can’t do that, lest I mar my own inheritance. You 
redeem her.” So Boaz bought the field and married Ruth (vv. 9, 
10, 13). 
 







Through The Bible Series—RUTH 
 


17 


Ruth 4:9  And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, 
Ye are witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was 
Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand 
of Naomi. 
 
Ruth 4:10  Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, 
have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead 
upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off 
from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are 
witnesses this day. 
 
Ruth 4:13  So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when 
he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare 
a son. 
 
A.  The Lord Jesus Christ is our kinsman Redeemer. 
 


1. He is our Kinsman by his incarnation! 
2. He is mighty, for he is God. 
3. He is a Kinsman of great wealth - All the fulness of grace 


and glory is in him! 
 
B.  As Boaz loved Ruth, so Christ Jesus loved us without a 


cause, freely. 
 


• “I have loved thee, with an everlasting love!” 
• “Herein is love…” 
• “We love him, because he first loved us!” 
• “I have drawn thee with the cords of love!” 


 
C.  As Boaz promised to redeem Ruth, so the Son of God 


promised to redeem us in the covenant of grace before the 
world began (Heb. 7:22). 
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D.  But, as with Ruth, there was one who had first claim upon 
us. 


 
1.  The law of God held us as its captors (Job 9:2; 25:4-6). 


 
Job 9:2  "I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be just 
with God?" 
 
Job 25:4-6  "How then can man be justified with God? or how 
can he be clean that is born of a woman? 5 Behold even to the 
moon, and it shineth not; yea, the stars are not pure in his sight. 6 
How much less man, that is a worm? and the son of man, which 
is a worm?" 


 
2.  But the law of God says, “I cannot redeem the fallen one, 


lest I mar my righteousness.” The law has claim upon us, 
but not the ability to redeem us. The law is our kinsman 
condemner, but could never be our deliverer (Rom. 3:19-
20). 


 
Romans 3:19-20  "Now we know that what things soever the 
law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of 
sin." 
 


 
3.  So the Lord Jesus willingly paid the price of our 


redemption, the price demanded by the justice of God. 
 


• Righteousness By His Life! 
• Satisfaction By His Blood! 


 
Illustration: A. J. Gordon and The Black Birds. 
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E.  As Boaz took Ruth to be his wife, so the Lord Jesus has 


taken us to be his bride (vv. 13-15). 
 
Ruth 4:13-15  "So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and 
when he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and 
she bare a son. 14 And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be 
the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, 
that his name may be famous in Israel. 15 And he shall be unto 
thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy 
daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than 
seven sons, hath borne him." 
 


1. God has not left us without a kinsman! 
2. Christ is the Restorer of our life! 
3. He is the Nourisher of our old age! 


 
F.  Like Boaz, our Lord Jesus will not rest until he has 


“finished the thing!” 
 


• “Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it!” 
• “He which hath begun a good work in you will perform 


it.” 
• “He is able to keep you from falling!” 
• Christ will, at last, present you holy, unblameable, and 


unreproveable before the presence of his glory. 
 


O love surpassing knowledge, 
O grace so full and free! 


I know that Jesus loves me, 
And that’s enough for me! 


 
O wonderful salvation, 


From sin Christ set free! 
I feel the sweet assurance, 
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And that’s enough for me! 
 


O blood of Christ so precious, 
Poured out at Calvary, 


I feel its cleansing power, 
And that’s enough for me! 


 
Application: Ruth, the pagan Moabitess, became the wife of 
Boaz, heir to all his vast estate, great-grandmother of king David, 
and was placed in the direct lineage of Christ. Even so, you and I 
are married to Christ, heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, 
and are made to be the sons and daughters of God almighty. – 
All by grace! – All through Christ Our Kinsman Redeemer! 
 
Now, look at chapter 4 and verse 14, and you will see why our 
great Boaz has done all that he has for us. 
 
(Ruth 4:14)  "And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the 
LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, 
THAT HIS NAME MAY BE FAMOUS IN ISRAEL." 
 


AMEN. 








Sermon #40       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:   MATTHEW ― Christ The King 
 Text:   Matthew 1:21 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening—February 10, 2004 
 Tape #  Y-3a 
 Readings: Lindsay Campbell and Bobbie Estes 
 Introduction: 
 
I cannot stress this fact often enough or forcefully 
enough. ― This Book, the Word of God, is in its 
entirety a book about Christ. It is a Him Book. It’s all 
about Him who loved us and gave himself for us. I do 
mean by that that the Bible is a Christ centered Book. I 
do not mean that Christ is the primary aspect of divine 
revelation in these pages. I mean that Christ is the 
message of Holy Scripture. 
 
This is exactly what God the Holy Spirit tells us in 
Luke 24:27. Our Savior said to those two disciples on 
the Emmaus road, “O fools and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken” (v. 25). Then, we read 
in verse 27… 
 
(Luke 24:27)  "And beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself." 
 
The message of this Book is Jesus Christ and him 
crucified. This Book is not a book about history, or a 
book about morality, or a book about religious dogma. 
This is a Book about Christ and redemption by his 
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blood. That is exactly what the apostle Peter tells us 
in Acts 10:43. 
 
(Acts 10:43)  "To him give all the prophets witness, that 
through his name whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins." 
 
The apostle Paul states exactly the same thing, 
declaring that the one message he preached, everywhere 
to all people, was Jesus Christ and him crucified. This 
message, he declares, is “all the counsel of God,” the 
whole of divine revelation (Acts 20:27; 1 Cor. 2:1-2). 
 
• Look at 1 Corinthians 2. 
 
(1 Cor 2:1-2)  "And I, brethren, when I came to you, 
came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God. (2) For I 
determined not to know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified." 
 
• Now, look at Acts 20. 
 
Paul is about to leave his brethren at Ephesus, never to 
see them again. They urged him not to go to Jerusalem, 
for fear that the Jews would kill him. Yet he declares, “I 
go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem…that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the ministry which I have 
received of the Lord Jesus.” And he tells us exactly what 
his course and ministry were, which he had received 
from the Savior. It was “to testify the gospel of the grace 
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of God” (Acts 20:22-24). Now, look at verses 26 and 27. 
Here Paul defines what it is to preach the gospel. 
 
(Acts 20:26-27)  "Wherefore I take you to record this 
day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. (27) For I 
have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of 
God." 
 
The Book of God is a Book about Christ. In the Old 
Testament, the law, the prophets, and the psalms declare, 
“Someone is coming.” When we open the book of 
Matthew, that blessed Someone steps onto the stage 
and identifies himself as the incarnate God, our 
Savior (Matt. 1:18-23). 
 
(Mat 1:18-23)  "Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on 
this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with 
child of the Holy Ghost. (19) Then Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not willing to make her a public 
example, was minded to put her away privily. (20) But 
while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of 
the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, 
thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghost. (21) And she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins. (22) Now all this was done, that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 
prophet, saying, (23) Behold, a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his 
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name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with 
us." 
 
ONE OBJECT OF FAITH 
 
The Old Testament saints believed God just as we do, 
trusting Christ just as we do, and were saved by grace 
trusting the crucified Lamb of God in exactly the same 
way we are. Christ was not then fully revealed. He was 
not personally identified. Yet, he was known and trusted 
as God the Savior, the Christ, the Anointed One, the 
promised Seed. 
 
Beginning with the Gospel of Matthew we move from 
the realm of shadow, type, and prophecy, into the full 
sunshine the Sun of Righteousness, the Son of God. 
 
As we have seen, the Old Testament speaks of him on 
every page, but speaks in shadows, in types, in symbols, 
and in prophecies ― all looking forward to the coming 
of that Someone whom Abel, Enoch, Noah, and 
Abraham trusted. You cannot read the Old Testament 
without a sense of anticipation, thinking to yourself, this 
Book is talking about Someone who is yet to appear… 
• A Woman’s Seed. 
• An Ark of Salvation. 
• A Sin-atoning Lamb. 
• A Man Who is God! 
• A Redeemer. 
• A King. 
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• A Prophet. 
• A Priest. 
• A Divine Substitute. 
• A Savior. 
 
Mathew, Mark, Luke and John say, “Here he is!” 
When we come to read the four gospels, we say with 
Andrew and Phillip, “We have found the Messiah…the 
Christ…We have found him of whom Moses in the law, 
and the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph” (John 1:41-45). 
 
(Mat 1:21)  "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins." 
 
(John 1:14)  "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth." 
 
(John 1:18)  "No man hath seen God at any time; the 
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath declared him." 
 
Here we see Christ as he is. Remember that what he was 
is what he is; and what he is is what we have. All the 
fullness of his character and being and life is ours. That 
makes the four gospels uniquely important. They tell us 
exactly who our Savior is. 
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The Sun of Righteousness has arisen with healing on His 
wings (Malachi 4:2). In the 39 books of the Old 
Testament we have been watching the unfolding of the 
dawn of that day which Abraham rejoiced to see, the 
rising of the Star of whom Balaam spoke and of the 
great Light promised in Isaiah. We have been watching 
one cloud after another cleared away by the rising Sun. 
Now, the King of Glory, of whom David sang, has 
come. “We have seen his star in the east” (in the Old 
Testament) “and are come” (in the New Testament) “to 
worship him.” We have “seen the Lord's Christ.” As we 
pick up the New Testament, we say with old Simeon, 
who waited for the Consolation of Israel… 
 
(Luke 2:30-32)  "For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
(31) Which thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people; (32) A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory 
of thy people Israel." 
 
WHY FOUR GOSPELS? 
 
People sometimes wonder why we have four gospel 
narratives. The reason is really very simple. ― Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John, show us our Savior’s full 
character, his full person and work from four angles. 
They do not give us four different pictures, but four 
different views of the same picture. Really, they present 
the Lord Jesus like a statue, each allowing us to view the 
statue from a different side. I say that because, in some 
ways, a statue is better than a picture. A statue allows us 
to see the image it represents from all sides. 
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The four gospels have been compared to the four 
cherubim of Ezekiel and Revelation. 
• Matthew shows Christ as the King, as the Lion of the 


Tribe of Judah, who has come to save his people from 
their sins. 


• Mark presents him as Jehovah’s Servant, who has 
come to fulfil his Father’s will, the ox ready to serve 
and ready to be sacrificed upon the altar. 


• Luke, the beloved Physician, presents him as the Son 
of Man, full of human sympathy and tenderness, as 
the cherub with the face of a man suggests. 


• John, like the eagle soaring into the heavens, sets the 
Savior before us as the Son of God, with a majesty 
that transcends all our thought and imagination. 


 
CHRIST THE KING 
 
Let’s take a brief view of Matthew’s gospel, and 
worship the Lord Jesus Christ, our King. Here we see 
the royal majesty of our heavenly King and his great 
kingdom. Matthew, more so than all the other gospel 
writers, sets forth the Mosaic law, referring constantly to 
the Old Testament Scriptures, and shows that both the 
law and the Scriptures of the Old Testament find their 
fulfillment in Christ, the King. 
 
THE GENEALOGY (Matt. 1:1-17) 
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Matthew 1:1-17 gives us our Lord’s genealogy, tracing it 
back to Abraham. We read in verse 1, “The book of the 
generations of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of 
Abraham.” 
• He is set before us in verse 1 as the Son of Abraham, 


to show is that he is that One with whom God’s 
covenant was made and Abraham’s promised Seed in 
whom all the covenant is fulfilled. 


• He is set before us as the son of David (v. 6), to show 
us that he is the rightful Heir to David’s throne, and 
that he has come to take possession of David’s true 
kingdom and throne. 


 
The Jews carped about many things, raised many 
questions, and made many accusations in their attempts 
to discredit our Savior’s claims as the Christ, as God’s 
Messiah; but never once did they question his 
genealogy. Why? Because it was a matter of public and 
biblical record that could not be disputed. 
 
THE SINNER’S SAVIOR 
 
There is something especially precious in our Savior’s 
genealogy that is commonly overlooked. Here, just 
before we are told that he came to save his people from 
their sins, three of his ancestral mothers are named who 
had a smear upon their names. 
• Thamar, Judah’s daughter-in-law, who played the 


harlot and committed incest. 
• Ruth, the Moabitess. 
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• Bathsheba, the adulteress wife of Uriah. 
 
Add to that the fact that our Savior is here identified 
specifically as the son of David by Bathsheba, and you 
can almost hear him saying, “Behold, I have come to 
save poor sinners!” 
 
THE INCARNATION (1:18-25) 
 
Our Savior’s wondrous divinity is immediately 
presented in Matthew’s record of the incarnation and 
virgin birth (1:18-25). 
 
(Mat 1:18-25)  "Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on 
this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with 
child of the Holy Ghost. (19) Then Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not willing to make her a public 
example, was minded to put her away privily. (20) But 
while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of 
the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, 
thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghost. (21) And she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins. (22) Now all this was done, that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 
prophet, saying, (23) Behold, a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his 
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with 
us. (24) Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the 







Through The Bible Series—MATTHEW 
 


10 


angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his 
wife: (25) And knew her not till she had brought forth 
her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS." 
 
Here is a picture of the New Birth. The Lord Jesus 
Christ was… 
 
• Conceived in a Sinner 
• Conceived by the Holy Spirit 
• Conceived without the Aid of A Man 
 
• Here is our Savior’s Name ― “Jesus” 
• Here’s His Mission ― “He shall save his people 


from their sins.” 
• Here’s the character of his people ― Sinners! 
• Here is the certainty of his success Our Savior is 


himself God in human flesh, Emmanuel! 
 
OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES 
 
Matthew 1 and 2 set before us a number of Old 
Testament prophecies fulfilled by our Savior’s 
incarnation. 
 
• Virgin Born ― Immanuel ― (Isa 7:14)  "Therefore 


the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel." ― (Mat 1:22-23)  "Now all this 
was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, (23) Behold, a 
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virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, 
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us." 


 
• Nazarene ― (Judg 13:5)  "For, lo, thou shalt 


conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall come on 
his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God 
from the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel 
out of the hand of the Philistines." (1 Sam 1:11)  
"And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, 
if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine 
handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine 
handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man 
child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days 
of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his 
head." ― (Mat 2:23)  "And he came and dwelt in a 
city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a 
Nazarene." 


 
• Weeping in Ramah ― (Jer 31:15)  "Thus saith the 


LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, 
and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children 
refused to be comforted for her children, because they 
were not." ― (Mat 2:17-18)  "Then was fulfilled that 
which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, 
(18) In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, 
and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping 
for her children, and would not be comforted, because 
they are not." 
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• Called Out Of Egypt ― (Hosea 11:1)  "When Israel 
was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out 
of Egypt." ― (Mat 2:15)  "And was there until the 
death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of 
Egypt have I called my son." 


 
• Born at Bethlehem ―(Micah 5:2)  "But thou, 


Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come 
forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose 
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting." 
― (Mat 2:5-6)  "And they said unto him, In 
Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the 
prophet, (6) And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, 
art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of 
thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people 
Israel." 


 
WISE MEN (2:1-13) 
 
Matthew alone describes the visit of the wise men (ch. 
2). The whole world at this time was expecting the 
advent of some Great One. These wise men came to 
Jerusalem asking, “Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews?” Their adoration of the new born King 
foreshadowed his universal dominion (John 17:2; Rom. 
14:9). Matthew alone tells us how Herod, the usurper of 
David's sovereignty, sought to slay the heir (2:14-23). 
 
JOHN THE BAPTIST (3:1-17) 
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In this Gospel, John the Baptist appears preaching 
repentance and introduced the Lord Jesus as the mighty 
Judge, Who shall purge his floor with tremendous 
judgment (3:10-17). 
 
(Mat 3:10-17)  "And now also the ax is laid unto the root 
of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. (11) I 
indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he 
that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I 
am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost, and with fire: (12) Whose fan is in his hand, 
and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his 
wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire. (13) Then cometh Jesus from Galilee 
to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. (14) But John 
forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, 
and comest thou to me? (15) And Jesus answering said 
unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us 
to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. (16) 
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway 
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto 
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove, and lighting upon him: (17) And lo a voice from 
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased." 
 
• Christ was baptized to fulfill all righteousness, 


symbolically. 
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At first John was reluctant to immerse the Savior 
because he recognized who it was that stood before him, 
and was humbled in his presence. But, when the Master 
said, “Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him,” and 
immersed the incarnate God in the Jordan River.  
 
The question is sometimes asked, “How did Christ’s 
baptism fulfil all righteousness?” There can be but one 
answer. By his baptism, and by believer’s baptism today, 
righteousness is fulfilled symbolically. By our baptism 
(immersion) we symbolically testify how it is that 
sinners are made righteous before God. Our sins are 
washed away and we are made righteous by our death, 
burial and resurrection with Christ, our Substitute. 
 
• This man is owned as the Son of God. 
 
When our Lord was immersed John saw the Spirit of 
God descending and abiding upon him, thereby 
identifying him as the Son of God and the Messiah. 
 
• This is he in whom the Father is well pleased. 
 
When he came up out of the watery grave, the Father 
spoke from heaven, declaring, “This is my beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleased.” This same word from 
heaven was heard at the transfiguration (17:5). By these 
two things, the Lord God tells us that Christ, our  
ascended, exalted Savior is that One in whom alone we 
find acceptance with God. As the Holy Lord God is well 
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pleased with his Son, so he is well pleased with his elect 
in his Son, our Substitute. 
 
THE TEMPTATION (4:1-11) 
 
Matthew's account of the temptation is detailed and 
instructive (4:1-11). He was tempted in all points like as 
we are, yet without sin. The devil came and found 
nothing in him. The word “tempted” would be more 
accurately translated “tested.” Temptations (tests and 
trials) do not make any change in anyone. They simply 
reveal what the person is. 
 


Illustration: Testing Water for Acidity or Impurity 
 
There is some debate about whether our Lord’s 
temptations were real, and whether it was possible for 
him to sin. The temptations were real. Yet, there was no 
possibility of the holy, incarnate God sinning. The 
temptations proved that there was no evil in him (John 
14:30). If you run a test on water, the test is real; but the 
fact that the test is real does not imply that there is 
impurity in the water. The testy will simply show the 
water pure or corrupt. So it was with our Master’s 
temptations. They showed that he is indeed “holy, 
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners.” 
 
CHRIST’S KINGDOM (4:17-7:29) 
 
Beginning in Matthew 4:17, our Lord began to preach, 
saying, “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
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The word “Kingdom” appears fifty-three times in 
Matthew. Thirty-five times Christ’s kingdom is called, 
“the Kingdom of Heaven,” an expression found nowhere 
else in the Gospels. 
 
Chapters 5-7 give us our Savior’s Sermon on the Mount. 
Here he tells us the nature of his kingdom. The Jews, 
because of their perverted understanding of the Old 
Testament, expected the Messiah to establish a physical, 
Jewish kingdom in the earth. Our Savior dispelled that 
notion at the very outset of his public ministry in this 
tremendous sermon. 
 
He opens his sermon (5:3-13) with the beatitudes, 
declaring that those who are his servants, his people, 
those who enter into his kingdom are identified not by 
out ceremonies but by inward grace (Phil. 3:3). The 
kingdom of heaven is inward, not outward. 
 
The service of his kingdom (chap. 6) is inward, heart 
service, not an outward show. Every form of religion 
with which I am familiar tells its adherents to show their 
religion to men by outward deeds. The Son of God tells 
his disciples never to attempt to show our religion by 
outward deeds that are seen, approved of, and applauded 
by men. Our giving, our prayers, our fastings are to be 
things arising spontaneously, kept in strict secrecy, and 
performed for God and before God.  
 
True religion is a matter of faith in Christ, a matter of the 
heart. The only thing our Savior tells us to show is 
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mercy, love and grace. That is what is discussed in the 
latter part of chapter . The law of his kingdom is love; 
and love is best displayed in forbearance, forgiveness, 
and uprightness. 
 
Chapter 7 continues with the same subject, teaching us 
to guard against rash judgment concerning other. We 
ought to embrace as brethren all who profess faith in 
Christ (who profess to believe the gospel of God’s free 
and sovereign grace in him), without doubtful 
disputations (Rom. 14:1). Then, our Lord brings his 
message to a pointed conclusion, urging all to make 
certain we trust him alone, to make certain we have 
entered in “at the strait gate.” 
 
MIRACLES (chaps. 8-9) 
 
In chapters 8 and 9 our Lord performed numerous, 
unparalleled miracles, displaying his omnipotent grace. 
He healed a leper, who came worshiping him, with a 
touch. He healed the centurion’s servant by the mere 
exercise of his will. He touched Peter’s mother-in-law 
and raised her from her sickbed. 
 
(Mat 8:16-17)  "When the even was come, they brought 
unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he 
cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that 
were sick: (17) That it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our 
infirmities, and bare our sicknesses." 
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He calmed the raging tempest by his mere word, healed 
a paralyzed man and forgave his sins, raised a man’s 
daughter from the dead, healed a woman who had been 
diseased with an issue of blood for twelve years, and 
gave two blind men their sight. There can be no question 
about it, this man was and is God the Son! 
 
CONVERSION (chap. 12) 
 
In chapter 10 our Lord names his apostles and sends 
them out to preach the gospel. In the 11th chapter he 
confirms himself to John the Baptist’s disciples. In 
chapter 12 he shows himself to be Jehovah’s Servant 
spoken of in Isaiah 42:1-4, that is the Lord of the 
sabbath, and declares that the sabbath was made for 
man, not man for the sabbath. Healing the man with a 
withered hand on the sabbath, he hints that the sabbath 
of the Old Testament portrayed the believer’s experience 
of grace, finding life and rest in him. Then, our Lord 
shows us that conversion is nothing less than his own 
entrance into a man’s heart, casting Satan out and setting 
up his own throne in the heart by omnipotent grace. 
 
PARABLES (chap. 13) 
 
We have seven parables of the Kingdom in chapter 13, 
each beginning with “The Kingdom of Heaven is like,” 
except that of the Sower, where we have the word 
Kingdom in verse 11. Numerous other parables are 
recorded by Matthew, all describing the spiritual nature 
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of Christ’s kingdom and the establishment of it by grace 
alone. 
 
The parable of the sower tells us of the necessity of the 
Holy Spirit’s work, making the heart as good ground to 
receive the gospel, and warns us of those things that rob 
men’s souls of the blessings of the gospel. 
 
The parable of the tares teaches us that we must never 
try to separate the tares from the wheat. That work is 
performed by Christ himself through the preaching of 
the gospel. 
 
The mustard seed and leaven parables tell us that the 
kingdom of God grows secretly, almost imperceptively, 
but constantly until all God’s elect are gathered into it by 
his grace. 
 
The parable of the treasure hid in the field speaks of 
Christ’s purchased dominion over and possession of the 
whole world as the God-man Mediator (John 17:2), that 
he might obtain the treasure of it, the church of his elect. 
 
The parable of the pearl of great price teaches that we 
must forsake all for Christ, who is the Pearl of Great 
price. 
 
The parable of the great net, like that of the tares, tells us 
that as long as time stands the kingdom of heaven (the 
outward, visible kingdom and every local church) is a 
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mixed multitude of good fish and bad, true believers and 
those who merely profess to be believers. 
 
The parable of the lost sheep (18:10-14) portrays our 
Savior’s determination to save his elect and his joy in 
saving them. That of the wicked servant (18:23-35) 
portrays our Redeemer’s teaching (18:15-22) on the 
necessity and blessedness of believers forgiving those 
who offend them. 
 
The parable of the laborers (20:1-16) is our Lord’s 
picture of grace, displaying the fact that all God’s elect 
are perfectly accepted in him. This parable is preceded 
by (ch. 18) and followed by (20:20) strife among the 
disciples regarding who shall be greatest in the kingdom 
of God. Because salvation is by grace alone, because 
there are no degrees of acceptance with God, because 
the whole of our salvation is bestowed freely for Christ’s 
sake, there can be no degrees of reward in heaven. 
 
The parable of the vineyard (21:33-34) portrayed the 
wrath of God to be visited upon the Jewish nation for 
slaughtering his Son. 
 
The marriage supper parable sets before us the freeness 
of grace proclaimed by the gospel (22:2-14). 
 
The parable of the ten virgins warns us of the danger of 
religion without Christ, outward religion without inward 
grace, and the great need of diligence in personally 
watching over our own souls (25:1-13). 
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The parable of talents (24:14-30) shows us our 
responsibility to be faithful stewards of that which the 
Lord God has put in our hands to use for his glory. 
 
DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY 
 
In all these parables the absolute sovereignty of God our 
Savior over all things is clearly exemplified. Our Savior 
declares that he has the right to do with his own what he 
will (20:15; Rom. 9:15-18). In this opening book of the 
New Testament, he asserts that he came specifically to 
redeem and that he effectually calls the many in this 
world who are his own elect (20:28; 22:14; 1:21), and 
only them. 
 
PROMISES TO THE CHURCH (chaps. 16 and 18) 
 
In Matthew 16 and 18 the Lord Jesus identifies himself 
as the only Foundation upon which his church is build, 
and that the building of his church is his work alone. 
Immediately after making this declaration, he tells us 
that the way he would build his church is by the merit, 
power and efficacy of his sin-atoning sacrifice (16:13-
21). Then, in chapter 18 (v. 20), he promises that he is 
always with his assembled saints when we gather for 
worship in his name. This church, this kingdom that 
Christ builds he protects, provides for, and shall make 
triumphant over hell itself. 
 
TRANSFIGURATION (chap. 17) 
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In common with Mark and Luke, Matthew tells us of the 
unveiled glory of the King in the transfiguration, 
foreshadowing his resurrection glory as Zion’s King. He 
adds this touch, “His face did shine as the sun,” and 
these words, “in whom I am well pleased,” showing how 
perfectly our Lord fulfilled God's Law as a 
Representative Man (Mat 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 
9:28-36).  
 
QUESTIONS (22:15-46) 
 
In the22nd chapter the Pharisees, Sadducees, and 
lawyers came asking meaningless questions about 
political matters, the resurrection, and the law. Their 
questions were made meaningless by the fact that they 
ignored the one great question ― “What think ye of 
Christ?” (v. 42). In chapter 23 our Lord condemns them 
and all who follow their path. 
 
CRUCIFIXION (chaps. 26-27) 
 
Chapters 26 and 27 gives us a brief account of our 
Lord’s betrayal, his mock trial, and the agony of his 
crucifixion and death as our sin-atoning Substitute. 
Forsaken by heaven and earth, alone, he endured all the 
wrath of God for us, when he was made to be sin. 
Darkness covered the earth for three hours. Upon the 
cursed tree, he vanquished sin, death, Satan and hell. As 
Paul puts it in Colossians, made a show of them openly, 
triumphing over them, and leading them behind him as a 
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conqueror would lead a train of captives in open display 
before the people. When, at last, he gave up the ghost, 
the veil of the temple was ripped apart, showing that he 
has opened the way for sinners to come to God; and 
many were raised from their graves, showing that the 
sentence of death can never be executed upon those for 
whom he died. 
 
Substitution is beautifully portrayed in the fact that 
Christ died in the place of Barabbas. Barabbas went free 
because a Substitute died in his place; and God’s elect 
must and shall go free because Christ died in their place 
(Rom. 8:1; 33-34). 
 
RESURRECTION (chap. 28) 
 
In his account of the Resurrection (chap. 28), Matthew 
tells of the great earthquake, the angel whose face was 
like lightning, for fear of whom the keepers did shake 
and became as dead men, and of the Lord’s bodily 
appearance to his disciples after he arose. He was sent to 
the tomb as a guilty criminal, worthy of death. He was 
released as a free man, without sin, “justified in the 
Spirit” and “declared to be the Son of God” our Savior, 
because he had accomplished our justification by the 
sacrifice of himself (Rom. 4:25). 
 
COMMISSION (28:18-20) 
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Finally, this Gospel gives us, as no other, our Lord's last 
royal Commission. The risen Lord says to you and me, 
“Go tell the world what I have done.” 
 
(Mat 28:18-20)  "And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. (19) Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: (20) Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen." 








Sermon #91         Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:      1 SAMUEL 
     Christ Our Great Savior and King 
 Text:   1 Samuel 9:27 
 Subject:  Lessons From 1 Samuel 
 Introduction: 
 
(1 Samuel 9:27)  "Stand thou still a while, that I may show thee 
the word of God." 
 
The children of Israel had been under the direct government of 
God himself throughout their history. The Lord God himself was 
their King. For almost 300 years the Lord God had administered 
his rule as King in Israel through the judges he raised up to 
deliver them. 
 
But all the nations around them had kings in royal attire, sitting 
on splendorous thrones. When Samuel was an old man, after 
faithfully serving the nation as God’s prophet and their judge, the 
men of Israel came to him and said, We want to be like these 
other nations. “Give us a king to judge us…Make us a king to 
judge us like all the nations.” Samuel was, of course, heart 
broken, after faithfully serving their souls his entire life, they 
turned on him and rejected him. That’s enough to break any 
man’s heart. But, they had in fact turned on God and rejected 
him. Therefore the Lord said to Samuel… 
 
(1 Samuel 8:7-10)  "And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken 
unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for 
they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I 
should not reign over them. (8) According to all the works which 
they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt 
even unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served 
other gods, so do they also unto thee. (9) Now therefore hearken 
unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and 
show them the manner of the king that shall reign over them. 
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(10) And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the people 
that asked of him a king." 
 
And Samuel told them exactly the kind of man their king would 
be, self-serving, cruel, abusive, and destructive. 
 
(1 Samuel 8:19-20)  "Nevertheless the people refused to obey the 
voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will have a king 
over us; (20) That we also may be like all the nations; and that 
our king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our 
battles." 
 
How often have you wanted something, or wanted something to 
happen, so bad you could taste it, so bad that you just felt you 
had to have it? You prayed for it, prayed for it, and prayed for it. 
Then the Lord gave it to you; and you wished you had never 
heard of it. God often gives us what we think we want, and 
then makes us live with the consequences for a long, long 
time. The fact is, we never know what is best for us, and never 
know how to pray as we ought (Rom. 8:26). 
 
Many years ago, William Evans, a Presbyterian preacher told a 
story about his daughter. His little girl, who was about eight 
years old, came home from school and said, "Daddy, I want to 
get some ball bearing skates. All the other children have ball 
bearing skates and that is what I want." He said, "But dear, you 
have a pair of skates." She replied, "Yes, I know Daddy, but they 
are not ball bearing skates. They are roller bearing skates. They 
won't go as fast as the others will.” 
 
Mr. Evans was a preacher. His income was limited. So he said, 
"Well, my dear, I'm afraid you will have to make do with the 
roller bearing skates. We simply can't afford to buy any others 
right now." But she wouldn't let him be. The next night when he 
came home from his work, there was a little note at his place on 







Through The Bible Series—1 SAMUEL 
 


3 


the table. It said. "Dear Daddy, I still want the ball bearing 
skates." When he went to bed that night there was another note 
pinned to his pillow. It said, "Daddy, would you buy me some 
ball bearing skates?" 
 
Well, he did the same thing you or I might have done. He 
scraped up the money and got those ball bearing skates for . 
When he gave them to her, she was elated with excitement. She 
threw her arms around his neck and hugged him and kissed him 
and thanked him. Then she put on those great, new ball bearing 
skates like all the other children had and took off, out the gate, 
down the sidewalk, and around the corner. That was the last time 
they ever saw her alive and well. As she went around the corner, 
the skates were too much for her to handle. She slipped and fell 
down, hitting her head against the sidewalk. They brought her 
home in a coma. She died at the hospital before the night was 
out. "Since then," Dr. Evans said, "when I want something of 
God and it seems as though he is not willing that I should have it 
but I keep crying out for it, the Spirit of God reminds me, ‘Are 
you asking for ball bearing skates?'" 
 
God often gives us what we want, and then makes us live with 
the consequences for a long, long time. This is what happened in 
Israel. How often we have experienced it in our own lives. Have 
I got your attention? 
How often have you wanted something, or wanted something to 
happen, so bad you could taste it, so bad that you just felt you 
had to have it? You prayed for it, prayed for it, and prayed for it. 
Then the Lord gave it to you; and you wished you had never 
heard of it. God often gives us what we think we want, and 
then makes us live with the consequences for a long, long 
time. The fact is, we never know what is best for us, and never 
know how to pray as we ought (Rom. 8:26). 
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Many years ago, William Evans, a Presbyterian preacher told a 
story about his daughter. His little girl, who was about eight 
years old, came home from school and said, "Daddy, I want to 
get some ball bearing skates. All the other children have ball 
bearing skates and that is what I want." He said, "But dear, you 
have a pair of skates." She replied, "Yes, I know Daddy, but they 
are not ball bearing skates. They are roller bearing skates. They 
won't go as fast as the others will.” 
 
Mr. Evans was a preacher. His income was limited. So he said, 
"Well, my dear, I'm afraid you will have to make do with the 
roller bearing skates. We simply can't afford to buy any others 
right now." But she wouldn't let him be. The next night when he 
came home from his work, there was a little note at his place on 
the table. It said. "Dear Daddy, I still want the ball bearing 
skates." When he went to bed that night there was another note 
pinned to his pillow. It said, "Daddy, would you buy me some 
ball bearing skates?" 
 
Well, he did the same thing you or I might have done. He 
scraped up the money and got those ball bearing skates for . 
When he gave them to her, she was elated with excitement. She 
threw her arms around his neck and hugged him and kissed him 
and thanked him. Then she put on those great, new ball bearing 
skates like all the other children had and took off, out the gate, 
down the sidewalk, and around the corner. That was the last time 
they ever saw her alive and well. As she went around the corner, 
the skates were too much for her to handle. She slipped and fell 
down, hitting her head against the sidewalk. They brought her 
home in a coma. She died at the hospital before the night was 
out. "Since then," Dr. Evans said, "when I want something of 
God and it seems as though he is not willing that I should have it 
but I keep crying out for it, the Spirit of God reminds me, ‘Are 
you asking for ball bearing skates?'" 
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God often gives us what we want, and then makes us live with 
the consequences for a long, long time. This is what happened in 
Israel. How often we have experienced it in our own lives. Have 
I got your attention? 
 
(1 Samuel 9:27)  "Stand thou still a while, that I may show thee 
the word of God." 
 
The Book of 1 Samuel covers a period of about 115 years. It 
takes us from the birth of Samuel, the last of the judges to the 
death of their first king, Saul. 
 
THREE PRINCIPLE CHARACTERS 
 
There are three principle characters in this Book, Samuel, Saul 
and David. 
 
Samuel—This piece of Israel’s history begins with the birth of 
Samuel and gives us a pretty detailed description of his life and 
ministry (1:1-10:27). He was born in a house where God was 
honored. He was a gift of God to his mother, Hannah, who 
dedicated him to the Lord before he was born. As soon as he was 
weaned, Hannah brought her boy to the house of God and gave 
him to the Lord. Soon, the Lord revealed himself to Samuel and 
made him a prophet. A faithful prophet he was to the day of his 
death. 
 
Saul—Chapters 11-31 describe the sad, sad life and rule of Saul, 
Israel’s first king. Saul was the gift of God’s judgment to Israel. 
They wanted to be like all the other nations. They demanded a 
king. So God gave them Saul. 
 
David—David comes on the scene in chapter 16. His noble 
character and his greatness is set before us and runs parallel with 
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Saul’s life from chapter 16-31. David was the man after God’s 
own heart, whom he chose to replace Saul as king over Israel. 
 
Those facts are easily traced through this first of the historical 
books. But what does the Holy Spirit intend for us to learn from 
the historic facts recorded in these thirty-one chapters? 
Obviously, I cannot (and will not try to) give you everything our 
God would have us learn from these chapters. I make no pretense 
of knowing myself. But there are some very important spiritual 
lessons to be gleaned from 1 Samuel, lessons that will help you 
and me as we endeavor to live in this world for the glory of our 
God, serving the interests of his kingdom. Let’s go through these 
thirty-one chapters together, gleaning the “handfuls of purpose” 
left here for us by our God. 
 
WORSHIP 
 
I. 1 Samuel begins with a man by the name of Elkanah, who 


teaches us something about the worship of our God (1:1-
4). 


 
(1 Samuel 1:1-4)  "Now there was a certain man of 
Ramathaimzophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name was 
Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, 
the son of Zuph, an Ephrathite: (2) And he had two wives; the 
name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the other 
Peninnah: and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no 
children. (3) And this man went up out of his city yearly to 
worship and to sacrifice unto the LORD of hosts in Shiloh. And 
the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the 
LORD, were there. (4) And when the time was that Elkanah 
offered, he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her sons and her 
daughters, portions." 
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This man’s name, Elkanah, means “possession of God.” Learn 
this first. Worship is, at its core, the acknowledgement that we 
are God’s possession. I cannot say this often enough. Faith in 
Christ involves giving up ourselves to the rule and dominion of 
Christ our God, acknowledging him as our Lord. 
 
(Mark 8:34-35)  "And when he had called the people unto him 
with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me. (35) For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but 
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the 
same shall save it." 
 
 (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)  "What? know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own? (20) For ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God's." 
 
That person who is possessed of God possesses God! What a 
swap we make, when we give up ourselves for Christ and to 
Christ! 
 


• I give up my death for his life! 
• I give up my emptiness for his fulness! 
• I give up my sin for his righteousness! 
• I give up my guilt for his atonement! 
• I give up my way of cursedness for his way of 


blessedness! 
 
When Elkanah went up to worship God, he brought a 
sacrifice. 
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• If we would worship God, we must come to him with the 
sacrifice he requires – Christ the Lamb of God, our sin-
atoning Substitute. 


• Elkanah brought a sacrifice involving personal cost. 
Worship always involves sacrifice. 


 
PRAYER 
 
II. Elkanah’s wife, Hannah, gives us instruction in the matter 


of prayer (1:9-2:11). 
 
I do not pretend to know much about prayer. I am always 
embarrassed when people come to me seeking help about prayer 
and ask me about how to pray. I know this: You will not find 
richer, more spiritual instruction about prayer than you will read 
in these first two chapters of 1 Samuel. Listen to this saintly lady, 
and learn what prayer is. 
 


• As Hannah was driven to the throne of grace by the 
persecution of her adversary, Pininnah, we are often 
sluggish in prayer until the Lord graciously puts us in 
desperation. Hannah’s prayer arose from her “bitterness of 
soul,” which caused her to weep sore before the Lord 
(1:10). 


• Prayer is the cry of a child in need to be remembered by 
our heavenly Father – “Remember me!” (v. 11). 


• Prayer is a matter of the heart, not the lip. – “She spake in 
her heart…I have poured out my soul before the Lord” 
(1:13, 15). 


• Prayer obtains God’s blessing (1:17-20). 
 
Hannah came to the throne of grace in time of need, cast her 
burden on the Lord and left it there, having obtained the mercy 
she needed. 
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(1 Samuel 1:17-20)  "Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace: 
and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast 
asked of him. (18) And she said, Let thine handmaid find grace 
in thy sight. So the woman went her way, and did eat, and her 
countenance was no more sad. (19) And they rose up in the 
morning early, and worshipped before the LORD, and returned, 
and came to their house to Ramah: and Elkanah knew Hannah 
his wife; and the LORD remembered her. (20) Wherefore it 
came to pass, when the time was come about after Hannah had 
conceived, that she bare a son, and called his name Samuel 
(Samuel means “heard of God.”), saying, Because I have asked 
him of the LORD." 
 


• Prayer gives thanks, praise, adoration, honor and glory to 
the Lord God alone (2:1-10). 


 
(Hebrews 4:16)  "Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need." 
 
The Lord God always honors those who honor him (2:30). 
 
(1 Samuel 2:30)  "Wherefore the LORD God of Israel saith, I 
said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy father, should 
walk before me for ever: but now the LORD saith, Be it far from 
me; for them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise 
me shall be lightly esteemed." 
 
CONSECRATION 
 
III. Eli stands out, at least to me, as a marvelous example of 


and lesson about a believer’s consecration to God (chapters 
3 and 4). 


 







Through The Bible Series—1 SAMUEL 
 


10 


Eli was the priest in Israel; and he was a man of remarkable faith 
in and consecration to God. Yes, he had his faults. He did not 
restrain his wicked sons, but indulged them in their ungodly 
behavior. For that he was chastened of the Lord. But he was a 
remarkable man. He did reprove them; but he did not restrain 
them. And they refused to hear his reproof (2:24-25). 
 
(1 Samuel 2:24-25)  "Nay, my sons; for it is no good report that I 
hear: ye make the Lord's people to transgress. (25) If one man sin 
against another, the judge shall judge him: but if a man sin 
against the LORD, who shall entreat for him? Notwithstanding 
they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because the 
LORD would slay them." 
 


• When Samuel told him that the Lord was determined to 
kill his sons and take the priesthood from his house 
forever, he responded to God’s Word and his will with 
exemplary faith.—“It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth 
him good” (3:18). 


• When the ark of God was taken and his sons were killed 
by the Philistines, “his heart trembled for the ark of God” 
(4:13-18).—Eli was more concerned for the cause of 
Christ and the glory of God than he was for himself, his 
name, his sons, or his house. 


 
GOD’S PROPHET 
 
IV. Samuel exemplifies what it is to be God’s prophet. 
 
There are many, many examples of faithful prophets in the Word 
of God—Moses—Elijah—John the Baptist. But none outshine 
Samuel. He, too, like Eli had two sons that were sons of Belial; 
but he, too, was a faithful man throughout his life. 
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• Samuel faithfully declared God’s Word (To Eli—To 
Israel—To Saul). 


• Being a prophet, he was but the voice by whom God 
revealed himself, his Word, and his will to Israel. When 
Israel rejected him, they were not rejecting him, but God 
(1 Sam. 8:7; 2 Cor. 5:18-21). 


 
(2 Corinthians 5:18-21)  "And all things are of God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the 
ministry of reconciliation; (19) To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation. (20) Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, 
be ye reconciled to God. (21) For he hath made him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him." 
 


• Though the children of Israel rejected him and rejected his 
message, Samuel was faithful still to their souls and to 
God (1 Sam. 12:20-24). 


 
(1 Samuel 12:20-24)  "And Samuel said unto the people, Fear 
not: ye have done all this wickedness: yet turn not aside from 
following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart; 
(21) And turn ye not aside: for then should ye go after vain 
things, which cannot profit nor deliver; for they are vain. (22) 
For the LORD will not forsake his people for his great name's 
sake: because it hath pleased the LORD to make you his people. 
(23) Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the 
LORD in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the good 
and the right way: (24) Only fear the LORD, and serve him in 
truth with all your heart; for consider how great things he hath 
done for you." 
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OUR FLESH 
 
V. Saul stands before us as a very sobering lesson, a lesson we 


must constantly learn.—When we indulge the lusts of our 
flesh, we bring misery to ourselves (8:1-22). 


 
Saul was the product of the flesh. He was exactly what Israel 
wanted, or thought they wanted. But he proved to be a source of 
unceasing pain and misery as long as he lived. Oh, how bitter the 
experience of this is; but it is a lesson that we must learn. Our 
flesh is our greatest enemy. 
 


• The flesh prefers the authority of men to the authority of 
God. – Give us a king. 


• The flesh craves the approval of flesh. – A king like the 
nations. 


• The flesh seeks to govern the kingdom of God by the 
opinions of men rather than the Word of God. 


• The flesh consults with and follows the flesh, rather than 
the revelation of God. 


• The indulgence of the flesh always disturbs the peace of 
God’s kingdom. 


 
ELECTION 
 
VI. David teaches us who God’s elect are—Those we least 


suspect (1 Sam. 16:12). – “This is he!” 
 
PREVENIENT GRACE 
 
VII. Abigal, Nabal’s wife shows us a lesson about God’s 


prevenient grace (25:1-39). 
 
How I adore the wonder of God’s providence. Israel’s choice of 
a king was used by our God to accomplish his purpose. He 
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graciously and wisely overruled their evil choice, their rebellion, 
and their sin to accomplish his own wise purpose for their good. 
 
(Romans 8:28-30)  "And we know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose. (29) For whom he did foreknow, he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. (30) 
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and 
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified." 
 
(Romans 11:33-36)  "O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding out! (34) For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
(35) Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed 
unto him again? (36) For of him, and through him, and to him, 
are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen." 
 
Prevenient grace is another of the mysteries of God’s providence, 
for which we have great reason to praise him with thankful, 
humbled hearts. Prevenient grace is grace that goes before grace 
and keeps the objects of grace from much evil, even from the evil 
we would commit, if the Lord would let us. 
 
(1 Samuel 25:32-33)  "And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the 
LORD God of Israel, which sent thee this day to meet me: (33) 
And blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast kept 
me this day from coming to shed blood, and from avenging 
myself with mine own hand." 
 
(1 Samuel 25:39)  "And when David heard that Nabal was dead, 
he said, Blessed be the LORD, that hath pleaded the cause of my 
reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath kept his servant from 
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evil: for the LORD hath returned the wickedness of Nabal upon 
his own head. And David sent and communed with Abigail, to 
take her to him to wife." 
 
The whole Book of 1 Samuel is a marvelous display of divine 
sovereignty. God was in control of everything; and he still is. 
Blessed be his holy name! Nothing done by Israel, the 
Philistines, Saul, or anyone else could in any way hinder God’s 
work or thwart his purpose! 
 
TYPES OF CHRIST 
 
VIII. Throughout this Book, indeed, throughout the Bible, 


David stands before us as a great type of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


 
Long ago, John Gill stated that the Old Testament presents us 
with three categories of types, by which our Lord Jesus and 
God’s great salvation in him were prefigured:—Institutional 
Types (The Ceremonies of the Law)—Providential Types (The 
Deliverances of Israel)—Personal Types (Individuals). David 
was one of the greatest of these personal types. 
 
A. David was a shepherd in Israel. The Lord Jesus Christ is our 


good and great Shepherd. David hazarded his life for his 
sheep; but Christ gave his life for his sheep. 


 
B. Jonathan made a covenant of love with David for the 


salvation of his house. The Lord God made a covenant of love 
with Christ for the salvation of his house. 


 
C. David was anointed and established of God as the king of 


Israel. Christ is the Lord’s anointed King of Zion, established 
upon his throne forever. 
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D. David slew Goliath with the most unlikely of weapons (a 


shepherd’s sling), and cut off his head with the very sword by 
which Goliath planned to slay him and all of Israel. Our great 
Savior defeated sin, Satan, death and hell, and saved all Israel 
by his death upon the cross. 


 
E. All the schemes, plans, and devices by which Saul tried to 


thwart God’s purpose and keep David from the throne only 
served to establish him and his kingdom. And all the schemes 
of hell to thwart our Savior and keep him from saving his 
people and reigning upon the throne of universal monarchy 
only served to accomplish God’s gracious purpose. 


 
F. As David recovered all from the Amalekites and rescued his 


wives from their hands, so the Lord Jesus has recovered all 
for us and rescued his bride from all harm. 


 
G. As David made a law concerning the sharing of the spoils, so 


that every man had the same rich reward, so our Lord Jesus 
has given all his people all his wealth as the God-man our 
Savior (John 17:5, 22). 


 
(John 17:5)  "And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own 
self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was." 
 
(John 17:22)  "And the glory which thou gavest me I have given 
them; that they may be one, even as we are one:" 
 
Let us pray and praise our God with Hannah. 
 
(1 Samuel 2:1-10)  "And Hannah prayed, and said, My heart 
rejoiceth in the LORD, mine horn is exalted in the LORD: my 
mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; because I rejoice in thy 
salvation. (2) There is none holy as the LORD: for there is none 
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beside thee: neither is there any rock like our God. (3) Talk no 
more so exceeding proudly; let not arrogancy come out of your 
mouth: for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions 
are weighed. (4) The bows of the mighty men are broken, and 
they that stumbled are girded with strength. (5) They that were 
full have hired out themselves for bread; and they that were 
hungry ceased: so that the barren hath born seven; and she that 
hath many children is waxed feeble. (6) The LORD killeth, and 
maketh alive: he bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. (7) 
The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: he bringeth low, and 
lifteth up. (8) He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth 
up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and 
to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the 
earth are the Lord's, and he hath set the world upon them. (9) He 
will keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked shall be silent in 
darkness; for by strength shall no man prevail. (10) The 
adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven 
shall he thunder upon them: the LORD shall judge the ends of 
the earth; and he shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the 
horn of his anointed." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
1  Date:  Tuesday Evening—March 25, 2003—Wichita Falls, TX (03/09/03) 
 Tape #  X-50b 
 Readings: Bob Duff and Larry Criss—Psalm 2 








Sermon #41       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:   MARK ― Christ the Servant 
 Text:   Mark 10:45 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening—February 17, 2004 
 Tape #  Y-4a 
 Readings: Bob Pruitt and Bobbie Estes 
 Introduction: 
 
The words of our Savior in Mark 10:45 give us a clear 
summary of Mark’s Gospel. Remember, Mark’s object 
is to present our Savior in his character as Jehovah’s 
righteous Servant; and that is exactly how our Lord 
describes himself. ― “For even the Son of man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life 
a ransom for many.” 
 
DISTINCT PURPOSE 
 
Each of the four gospel narratives are distinct. Each one 
presents our Savior in a specific character. It is a 
mistake to read Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John as 
four biographies of the Lord Jesus. They are not 
biographies at all. They are biographical character 
sketches. Each is intended to be different from the 
other. Each presents our Savior from a distinct 
different point of view. The four Gospels give us four 
distinct views of our Lord and of his work. 
 


The Gospel of Matthew is written to present Christ as 
the King. The Gospel of Mark presents his character as 
Jehovah’s Servant. The Gospel of Luke presents him as 
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the Son of man. The Gospel of John presents him as the 
Son of God. 
 
NO GENEALOGY 
 
Have you ever wondered why there is no record of our 
Lord’s ascension in Matthew and John, and why there is 
no record of his genealogy in Mark? Luke gives his own 
record of our Lord’s genealogy as a man; but John gives 
us neither a record of his genealogy or his ascension. 
Why? The answer is obvious when you remember the 
distinct purpose of each. 
 


Matthew presents Christ as the King and Luke 
presents him as the man promised in the Old 
Testament. In both cases, a genealogical record is 
needed. Because Christ is the King from eternity, a 
record of his ascension in Matthew’s case would be 
redundant. John presents the Savior as the incarnate 
God, that One who is immutably God over all and 
blessed forever. In his case, a record of our Lord’s 
genealogy or his ascension would be contrary to his 
purpose. Mark only mentions the ascension, because 
his intent is to show us that as Jehovah’s Servant, our 
Savior’s mission is complete, successful, and accepted 
by the Father. Having finished his work, he sat down on 
the right hand of the Majesty on High (Heb. 1:1-3; 
10:10-14). 
 
(Heb 1:1-3)  “God, who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
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prophets, (2) Hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds; (3) Who being the 
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 
person, and upholding all things by the word of his 
power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat 
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;” 
 
(Heb 10:10-14)  “By the which will we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all. (11) And every priest standeth daily ministering and 
offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never 
take away sins: (12) But this man, after he had offered 
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand 
of God; (13) From henceforth expecting till his enemies 
be made his footstool. (14) For by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” 
 
CHRIST THE SERVANT 
 
Mark’s Gospel narrative is “a joyful account of the 
ministry, miracles, actions, and sufferings of Christ” 
(John Gill). It is all about the obedience of our Savior to 
the will of God. He tells us nothing about the birth and 
early life of our Lord. He gives us very few details about 
our Master’s sermons. Yet he gives greater details than 
others about his miracles. Mark’s is the shortest of the 
four Gospels. Yet it is not in any way less significant. 
Mark used greater brevity than the others; but his 
narrative is just as important. Those who suggest that 
Mark simply copied down some facts from Matthew, or 
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that he wrote what Peter told him to write both miss the 
purpose of Mark’s work and undermine the inspiration 
and authority of Holy Scripture. Without question, he 
got information from those men who taught him the 
gospel; but he wrote by divine inspiration. 
 


J.C. Ryle very properly observed that Mark’s Gospel 
is “The independent narrative of an independent witness, 
who was inspired to write a history of our Lord’s works, 
rather than of his words…Like all the rest of Scripture, 
every word of St. Mark is ‘given by inspiration of God,’ 
and every word is ‘profitable.’” 
 
MARK HIMSELF 
 
Let me tell you about the man God used to give us this 
inspired narrative of our Savior’s obedience as our 
Representative, as the One who worked out 
righteousness for us. ― He a man like us, not always 
dependable, a sinner saved by grace, just like we are. 
 


In other places he is called John Mark. He was the 
man who accompanied Paul on his first missionary 
journey and proved himself at that time an unfaithful 
servant. He could not take the pressure of the work: the 
constant opposition, the thankless labor, and the 
relentless long, lonely hours. So he ran back home to 
momma. But this is not the only time we see Mark 
displaying such weakness. 
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If you want to meet Bro. Mark, turn to chapter 14. 
There is an unnamed young man in Mark 14, who is 
probably Mark himself. I say that because Mark does not 
give us the man’s name and because this is the only time 
this incident is mentioned in Scripture. After our Lord’s 
arrest in Gethsemane, we are told that the disciples 
forsook him. But Mark adds what is found in verses 51 
and 52. 
 
(Mark 14:51-52)  “And there followed him a certain 
young man, having a linen cloth cast about his naked 
body; and the young men laid hold on him: (52) And he 
left the linen cloth, and fled from them naked.” 
 


Yet, this is the man God chose to use to give us this 
portion of his Word. An unfaithful servant was chosen, 
to record for us the perfect faithfulness of that Servant of 
God of whom it is written, “He shall not fail,” the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I am thankful for that fact. Aren’t you? If 
the Lord used one failure, maybe he will use another (1 
Cor. 1:26-29). 
 
(1 Cor 1:26-29)  “For ye see your calling, brethren, how 
that not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called: (27) But God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world 
to confound the things which are mighty; (28) And base 
things of the world, and things which are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
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nought things that are: (29) That no flesh should glory in 
his presence.” 
 
PETER’S INFLUENCE 
 
Mark was Peter’s son in the faith (1 Pet. 5:13). He was 
converted under the influence of Peter’s ministry and 
taught by Peter. Because he was, as well he should have 
been, Mark was greatly influenced by his pastor, Peter. 
His Gospel narrative naturally reflects the teachings and 
viewpoints we see in Peter.  
 


In fact, if you will look at Acts 10:38, you will see 
that Peter gives us a very brief summary of all that is 
recorded for us in the Gospel of Mark. Speaking in the 
house of Cornelius, we read that Peter stood among 
them and told them exactly what Mark tells us in these 
16 chapters. ― “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about 
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil; for God was with him.” 
 
(Acts 10:34-43)  “Then Peter opened his mouth, and 
said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons: (35) But in every nation he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. (36) 
The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) (37) 
That word, I say, ye know, which was published 
throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the 
baptism which John preached; (38) How God anointed 
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Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: 
who went about doing good, and healing all that were 
oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. (39) And 
we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the 
land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and 
hanged on a tree: (40) Him God raised up the third day, 
and showed him openly; (41) Not to all the people, but 
unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who 
did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead. 
(42) And he commanded us to preach unto the people, 
and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to 
be the Judge of quick and dead. (43) To him give all the 
prophets witness, that through his name whosoever 
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.” 
 


Matthew and John, like Peter and Paul, were apostles 
of Christ. As such, they learned the gospel from the 
Master himself. Neither Mark nor Luke were apostles. 
What they learned of Christ, they learned, like us, 
through the preaching of others by the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit through the preached Word (Rom. 10:17). 
 
PROFITABLE MARK 
 
The human author of this Gospel narrative was John 
Mark, the son of Barnabas’ sister, Mary (Acts 12:12, 25; 
Col. 4:12). Paul and Barnabas eventually had a falling 
out because Paul refused to take Mark with them on his 
second missionary journey (Acts 15:36-41). But that is 
not the end of the story. At some point Paul and Mark 
did some fence mending, and in his latter days the old 
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man Paul found Mark to be one of few who were loyal 
to the gospel. As he was awaiting execution, he wrote to 
Timothy and said, “Take Mark, and bring him with thee: 
for he is profitable to me for the ministry” (2 Tim. 4:11). 
 
MARK’S MESSAGE 
 
As I said , Mark’s message can be summarized by the 
words of our Lord in chapter 10. ― “For even the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many.” 
 


Instead of opening with a record of our Lord's 
incarnation and birth, instead of telling us about his 
youth and early years, Mark begins at once with his 
ministry. Look at verse 1 of chapter 1 ― “The beginning 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” This is 
the beginning, but not the end, for there is no end to the 
story Mark tells. He is telling us the God-story of 
redemption, grace, and salvation by God’s Servant, 
“Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” But our Lord tells us that 
the story will go on forever, even in eternity. This is too 
wondrous to grasp; but our Lord tells us that in that great 
day called “eternity” “he shall gird himself and make 
(us) to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve 
(us)” (Luke 12:37). ― We will never come to the end of 
the story. The gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God is 
everlasting. 
 
TIME FULFILLED 
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After describing the ministry of John the Baptist and our 
Lord’s baptism by him (1:2-13), Mark gives a very brief 
description of the wilderness temptation (vv. 12-13).  
Yet, even in his brevity, Mark adds some things that 
show the greatness of that trial by which the faithfulness 
of Jehovah’s Servant was proved. 
 
 Matthew and Luke tell us that our Lord was “led” of 
the Spirit into the wilderness. Mark's words are stronger. 
― “The Spirit driveth him into the wilderness.” It is 
Mark who tells us the temptation lasted forty days and 
that the Lord was “with the wild beasts” in the 
wilderness. 
 


Then, he begins to describe our Lord’s earthly 
ministry in verses 14 and 15 of chapter 1. ― “Now after 
that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, And saying, 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
repent ye, and believe the gospel.” 
 


Mark tells us that our Lord stepped onto the scene of 
history and declared that the time God had promised for 
the accomplishment of his promises of redemption were 
fulfilled. That meant that the kingdom of God was now 
in the midst of men. If we enter into that kingdom we 
must enter in by faith’s door, believing on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In due time, Christ came here to die for the 
ungodly (Rom. 5:6; Gal. 4:4-5;). ― “When the fulness of 
the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were 
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under the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons.” He came here as Jehovah’s Servant (Phil. 2:5-8). 
 
(Phil 2:5-8)  “Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: (6) Who, being in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God: (7) But made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: (8) And 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross.” 
 
FIRST DISCIPLES 
 
Immediately after announcing our Lord’s appearance in 
Galilee, calling sinners to repentance, Mark shows us 
what is meant by that. In verses 16-18 we are told how 
that the Lord Jesus called his first disciples, Simon and 
Andrew, James and John. Those who repent and believe, 
those who come to and follow Christ, those who are 
born into his kingdom are called by him. And those who 
are called by him forsake all and follow him.  
 
FULL OF ACTIVITY 
 
The Gospel of Mark is a book full of activity. He moves 
rapidly from one place to another and from one miracle 
to another. The words “immediately,” “forthwith,” 
“anon,” and “straightway” meet us constantly in these 
16 chapters. Many of the chapters begin with the word 
“And.” If Mark were telling us his story orally, we might 
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say, “Slow down. Catch your breath. You’re moving too 
fast.” That is exactly the sense the Holy Spirit intends to 
give us in this book. Mark is describing God’s faithful 
Servant, our all-glorious Christ, whose meat and drink it 
was to do the will of his Father. He had nothing to call 
his own, not even his time. ― O Lord, my God, give me 
grace to be such a servant! 
 
• Mark moves like lightning in declaring our Lord’s 


works in Galilee. ― He cast out demons and healed 
the sick (1:21-3:12; 5:25-34; 6:53-56; 7:24-37). 


• He gives us display after display of our Lord’s 
power and authority as that Servant into whose 
hands the Father has given all things. ― After giving 
us four kingdom parables in chapter 4, he calmed the 
raging sea and the troubled hearts of his disciples with 
his mere word (4:35-41). ― He cast demons out of 
the poor Gadarene (5:1-20). ― A woman was healed 
of her twelve-year issue of blood by the touch of his 
garment (5:25-34). ― He raised Jairus’ twelve year 
old daughter from the dead (5:35-43). ― He fed 
hungry multitudes by miraculously multiplying little 
(6:34-44; 8:1-9). ― Twice we read of him giving 
sight to the blind. ― Repeatedly, we read of our 
tender Savior having “compassion” upon needy souls. 


 
PICTURES OF GRACE 
 
These miracles were intended to display our Savior’s 
power and authority as that man who is Jehovah’s 
Servant, that man who is God, to show that he has power 
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and authority, by virtue of who he is and by virtue of the 
sacrifice he made in eternity and was about to make at 
Calvary, to forgive sins (2:9-10). 
 
(Mark 2:9-10)  “Whether is it easier to say to the sick of 
the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and 
take up thy bed, and walk? (10) But that ye may know 
that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, 
(he saith to the sick of the palsy,)” 
 


It is therefore obvious that these miracles were 
intended to be pictures of his wondrous works of grace 
in saving lost sinners. 
 
• Like the leper, saved sinners have been made whole 


by Christ, the Priest, who touched us and made 
himself unclean to make us clean. We are made 
whole by the omnipotent touch of grace. 


• Like the woman with that twelve-year issue of blood, 
who had spent all she had on physicians of no value, 
we are made whole by virtue we get from touching 
him. 


• Like the Syrophenician woman, we who have no 
claim on the children’s bread have obtained mercy, 
by faith in Christ. 


• Like the Gadarene, we have been made whole and 
set free by the Master’s word of grace. 


• Like the blind men, our Lord has given us eyes to 
see him and to see “every men clearly.” ― The First 
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Man, Adam ― The Last Man, Christ ― The Fallen 
Man ― The New Man! 


• Like Jairus’ daughter, the Lord Jesus Christ raised 
us up from the dead. 


 
DETERMINATION TO DIE 
 
Beginning in chapter 8 (v. 31), we see a marked 
determination in our Savior, Jehovah’s Servant. He set 
his face like a flint to go up to Jerusalem,, to suffer all 
the wrath of God as our Substitute. 
 
(Mark 8:31)  “And he began to teach them, that the Son 
of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the 
elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, 
and after three days rise again.” 
 
(Isa 50:5-7)  “The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and 
I was not rebellious, neither turned away back. (6) I gave 
my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and 
spitting. (7) For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore 
shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face 
like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.” 
 


The Lord Jesus did not come here hoping that the 
Jews would allow him to be their king, sitting on a 
physical throne in Jerusalem. He came here as the King 
to suffer and die, rise again the third day, and ascend to 
his throne to give eternal life to his elect by the virtue 
and efficacy of his blood atonement. He came here to do 
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the will of his Father, suffering death as our Substitute at 
Jerusalem, and nothing could deter or hinder him from 
accomplishing his purpose. 
 
PETER’S REACTION 
 
Look at Peter’s response to the Lord’s declared 
purpose (8:32). ― “Peter took him, and began to 
rebuke him.”  Matthew gives a fuller quotation of Peter’s 
words. ― “Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke 
him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be 
unto thee” (Matt. 16:22). 
 


Peter said, “Spare yourself of this, Lord.” That is 
always the response of the flesh to trouble. “Spare 
yourself.” Then the Master sternly rebuked Peter, 
saying, “Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savorest 
not the things that e of God, but the things that be of men 
“ (v. 33). 


 
Gill suggests, I think accurately, that “the Lord 


rebuked him in a very severe, though just manner; being 
touched in his most tender part, and dissuaded from that 
which his heart was set upon, and he came into the 
world for; whose keen resentment is seen by using a 
phrase he never did but to the devil himself.” The Master 
knew the source and cause of Peter’s comments. The 
flesh, like Satan, is always opposed to the will of God. 
The flesh always chooses that which is easiest on and 
most appealing to the flesh.  
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That this is the meaning of this conversation between 
Christ and his errant disciple is obvious because of what 
follows in verses 34-38. If we would follow Christ, if we 
would be his disciples, if we would be God’s servants 
(That is what it is to be a believer!) we must give up our 
will to his will. We must surrender the rule of our lives 
to the rule of God our Savior. That is what Jehovah’s 
righteous Servant did in the example he left us in the rest 
of Mark’s Gospel (1 Pet. 2:21). 


 
TRANSFIGURATION 
 
In chapter 9 we have Mark’s account of the 
Transfiguration. ― “And he said unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the 
kingdom of God come with power” (v. 1). Then the Lord 
Jesus led Peter, James, and John up on the mountain top, 
and they literally did not taste of death till they saw the 
King coming in glory. Peter refers to this in 2 Peter 
1:16-18. 
 


“For we have not followed cunningly devised 
fables, when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he 
received from God the Father honour and 
glory, when there came such a voice to him 
from the excellent glory, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this 
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voice which came from heaven we heard, 
when we were with him in the holy mount.” 


 
The suggestion is that God's purpose for his elect and 


the purpose of our Christ’s redemptive work is that we 
should not taste of death. He came to deliver us from the 
awful taste of death. Our all-glorious Savior tasted death 
for everyone he came to save that we might never taste it 
(Heb. 2:9), that we might ever behold and be the 
recipients of his glory as Jehovah’s righteous Servant 
(John 17:22-26). 
 


Then he identifies his family, those who shall behold 
and enjoy his glory forever, his children, the citizens and 
heirs of his kingdom. They are those who in this world 
cast all their care on him (9:17-24), becoming as little 
children taken into his omnipotent arms, trusting him as 
Lord and Savior (vv. 36-37) and blessed in and by him. 
Mark alone tells us that he took the little children up in 
his arms when he blessed them (10:13-16). 


 
MONEY CHANGERS 
 
Our Lord’s last week on earth before the crucifixion 
begins in chapter 11. Here again, Mark tells us about a 
very significant event the other Gospel writers were not 
inspired to record. “And they come to Jerusalem: and 
Jesus went into the temple, and began to cast out them 
that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the 
tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that 
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sold doves; and would not suffer that any man should 
carry any vessel through the temple” (vv. 15-16). 
 


This is not the same event John spoke of in John 
2:13-16. That event took place at the beginning of our 
Lord's ministry. That which Mark records took place at 
the end of his ministry. For the second time, the Lord 
Jesus overthrows the tables of the money-changers, 
cleanses the temple. Mark says, he “would not suffer that 
any man should carry any vessel through the temple.” 


 
According to the Mosaic law, it was the responsibility 


of the priests to catch the blood the sacrifices on the 
brazen altar in the outer court and carry it into the holy 
place before the altar. Once each year the high priest 
would go into the Holy of Holies and sprinkle that blood 
on upon the mercy seat. All of this was highly symbolic 
of Christ’s sin-atoning work. 
 


He of whom the priests and the sacrifices were types 
had come to put an end to all this. He would not allow 
any man to carry anything through the temple. In other 
words, he ended the sacrifices. He is the end of the law 
(Rom. 10:4). In this act, our Lord was saying, “The 
Lamb of God has come to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself.” 
 
MORE QUESTIONS 
 
Mark chapters 10-13 are primarily concerned with the 
questions people asked the Savior. In chapter 10 he 
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answers the Pharisees questions about divorce, the rich 
young ruler’s question and the disciples’ question about 
salvation, and James and John’s question about 
greatness. He tells the Pharisees that marriage is forever. 
He told the rich young ruler that the way to eternal life is 
faith alone, that faith that surrenders all to Christ as Lord 
and God. When the disciples heard the conversation 
between Christ and the rich young ruler, and heard the 
Master’s explanation of why that man so rich in material 
property and religious morality did not believe, they 
said, “Who then can be saved?” The Master answered, 
“With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with 
God all things are possible.” 
 


In chapter 11 he answers the questions of the priests, 
the scribes and the elders who come out of hatred for 
him and try to trap him with their questions about his 
authority to purge the temple. He answered them by 
refusing to answer them. 


 
In chapter 12 Pharisees, Herodians, Sadducees, and a 


scribe who tried to trap him with their questions. The 
Lord knew their hypocrisy and answered them 
accordingly. The Pharisees and Herodians were trying to 
get him to say something that could be used to accuse 
him of stirring insurrection against Caesar. The 
Sadducees tried to trick him into saying something that 
might be twisted into a denial of the resurrection. Then a 
scribe tried to trick him into speaking a word against the 
law.  
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In chapter 13, as they sat on the Mount of Lives, 
Peter, James, John and Andrew ask the Lord Jesus what 
he meant when he spoke of the destruction of the temple. 
They said, “Tell us, when shall these things be? and 
what shall be the sign when all these things shall be 
fulfilled” (v. 4). The rest of the chapter is taken up with 
our Savior’s answer, warning them and us of the great 
danger of following false christs. 


 
A GOOD WORK 
 
Multitudes talk about good works. Usually, their intent 
is to defend their pretended good works of self-
righteousness. In chapter 14 Mark shows us an event 
that displays what a good work is. ― “A woman having 
an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; 
and she brake the box, and poured it on his head” (v. 3). 
Others, including the disciples, sharply criticized her. 
 


“And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble 
ye her? she hath wrought a good work on me. 
For ye have the poor with you always, and 
whensoever ye will ye may do them good: 
but me ye have not always. She hath done 
what she could: she is come aforehand to 
anoint my body to the burying. Verily I say 
unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached throughout the whole world, this 
also that she hath done shall be spoken of for 
a memorial of her” (14:6-9). 
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The Master said, “she hath wrought a good work on 
me.” That is the only time in the Bible anything done by 
a sinful human being is specifically called “a good 
work” by our Lord. That fact is very instructive. Good 
works are not what most imagine they are. A good work 
is a work of faith. This dear lady seems to have been the 
only person who understood and believed what the Lord 
had said about his death and resurrection. A good work 
involves personal sacrifice. It is always costly. A good 
work is a work of spontaneous love, wrought for Christ. 
A good work is doing what you can for the Savior. A 
good work is a work that God our Savior never forgets. 
 
THE CRUCIFIXION 
 
Beginning with chapter 15, we have the account of the 
crucifixion. Mark describes this is as an act of horrible 
brutality done in the name of justice and righteousness. 
The Lord Jesus appears to be a defeated man, a tragic 
failure, his cause hopelessly lost. He is hounded, 
bludgeoned and spat upon. Finally, he is crucified upon 
the cursed tree between two thieves. Is this Jehovah’s 
Servant? 
 


No wonder the high priests, as they saw him hanging 
naked, upon the tree, covered in his own blood and the 
excrement of men, laughed and said, “He saved others; 
himself cannot save” (v. 31). 
 


That is a strange statement. Yet it is one of the most 
remarkable statements of gospel truth ever to fall from 
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the lips of men. It shows that God is able to make even 
his enemies praise him. 
 
THREE THINGS 
 
As we read this account, we see three things that they 
could not make our Lord do. First, they could not 
make our Lord speak.  
 
(Mark 15:4)  “And Pilate asked him again, saying, 
Answerest thou nothing? behold how many things they 
witness against thee.” 
 
He could have called twelve legions of angels to deliver 
him; but the Master said nothing, and Pilate wondered. 
 
Second, they could not make him drink. 
 
(Mark 15:23)  “And they gave him to drink wine 
mingled with myrrh: but he received it not.” 
 
Why not? Had he drunk what they gave him, he would 
have saved himself the effect of the agony of the cross 
and the weight of the burden of all hell and all the wrath 
of God pressing upon him, but he would not. He would 
not spare himself. 
 
Then, third, they could not make him die. 
 
(Mark 15:37)  “And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and 
gave up the ghost.” 
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“He unspirited himself.” He dismissed his spirit. He did 
not die at the hands of the Jews or the Romans. He died 
at the hand of God, by his own voluntary will, as 
Jehovah’s Righteous Servant (John 10:17-18; Phil. 2:8-
11). 
 
(John 10:17-18)  “Therefore doth my Father love me, 
because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 
(18) No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of 
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again. This commandment have I received of my 
Father.” 
 
(Phil 2:8-11)  “And being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross. (9) Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name: (10) That at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; (11) And that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” 
 
THE RESURRECTION 
 
When we get to the last chapter and the resurrection of 
our Lord, we see his reason. He was silent and refused to 
appeal to Pilate or the crowd, because he was laying the 
basis for a coming day, when in resurrection power and 
glory every knee will bow and every tongue will confess 
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that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
He would not drink to dull his senses because he was 
laying a basis upon which even those who stood around 
the cross might enter into a life eternal. He was laying 
the foundation upon which God can be just and the 
Justifier of all who believe. He was determined to die, 
that he might be exalted as Lord of all, to give eternal 
life to as many as the Father had given him. 
 
 He would not let men take his life, but he voluntarily 
laid it down himself in order that he might overcome our 
greatest enemy, death, and forever deliver all who would 
believe in him from the power and awful sting of death. 
That is the Gospel. ― He saved others, but himself he 
could not save. That is Mark’s story. 
 
MY FAVORITE VERSE 
 
Before I send you home, let me give you my favorite 
verse in Mark’s Gospel. It is not surprising to me that it 
is Mark and Mark alone who says what he does here 
(16:7). In this verse, he who was himself a disciple who 
had been unfaithful, speaks a word about his beloved 
friend and father in the faith, his pastor, Peter. He tells 
us that the young man who stood by the tomb of the 
risen Lord said to Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 
of James, “go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that 
he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, 
as he said unto you.” 
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It is as though he was reminding Peter, and all of us 
who are like him and Peter (weak, faltering, failing, 
sinful followers of Christ) that God’s forgiveness of our 
sins in Christ is full, absolute, and complete. Christ died 
for our sins. That means, between us and our God and 
Savior, everything is alright! 
 


The book of Mark began with the words “the 
beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
In the last two verses of chapter 16 we have the 
continuation. The Lord Jesus Christ, Jehovah’s Servant, 
is still carrying on his work, working through the 
preaching of the gospel by his church. ― “So then, after 
the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into 
the heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. And they 
went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming the word with signs 
following.” 
 


Amen. 








Sermon #101        Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:    2 SAMUEL 
     Christ God’s King 
 Text:   2 Samuel 7:12-13, 16 
 Subject:  Survey of 2 Samuel 
 Introduction: 
 
The Book of God has been providentially arranged in the order 
in which we have it for a purpose. The Lord has not given us a 
record of the various historic events in a chronological order. To 
the natural mind, the order in which the various Books of the 
Bible are arranged might appear confusing. If Job was written 
before Genesis, why does it appear in the middle of the Old 
Testament rather than nearer the beginning? If 2 Timothy was 
written after Romans, why does Romans appear as the first of 
Paul’s Epistles? 
 
PROVIDENTIAL ORDER 
 
I am personally convinced that one reason for the arrangement of 
Scripture in the order in which we have the Sacred Volume is 
that the order in which the Books of the Bible are presented is 
providentially intended to set before us the progressive order of 
Divine Revelation. For that reason, it is very helpful, as we read 
and study Holy Scripture, to see the connection of each Book in 
its setting with the other Books of Inspiration. 
 
In Genesis, the Book of Beginnings, the Lord God made a 
covenant with Abraham and his seed in which he promised him 
an everlasting inheritance of grace in Christ. That inheritance 
was typically set forth in the land of Canaan. 
 
In Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy God gives us 
the instructions of his holy law, by which he declares that he will 
give that inheritance, fulfill his covenant and bestow his grace 
only upon a holy people in a way that is altogether righteous and 
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just, without any compromise of his own holy character. But we 
are sinful people, a race altogether void of holiness. Does that 
shut the door of hope against us? Not at all. 
 
Before the Books of the Law are closed, Moses died, declaring 
that there is no hope of God’s covenant and its promises being 
accomplished by our obedience to the law. Moses could not 
bring Israel into Canaan. And we can never find rest by our 
obedience to God’s holy, because we have no ability to obey it. 
Righteousness cannot come by the law (Gal. 2:21). “By the deeds 
of the law There shall no flesh be justified in his sight…Man is 
justified by faith without the deeds of the law” (Rom. 3:20-28). 
 
When Moses died, God raised up Joshua, a great type of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to deliver Israel and bring them into the possession 
of the land of Canaan. In the Book of Joshua Canaan typifies the 
rest awaiting God’s elect in the final consummation of salvation 
in resurrection glory (Heb. 4:1-11). By the hand of Joshua God 
gave Israel all that he promised to Abraham in covenant mercy 
(Joshua 21:43-45; 22:4; 23:14). All of that, of course, was typical 
of the fact that Christ, our Joshua, has obtained for God’s elect 
(the whole Israel of God) all the blessings of grace and glory 
promised us in the everlasting covenant by the merits of his own 
blood and righteousness (Heb. 6:20; 9:12). 
 
The next Book of the Bible is Judges. As in the Book of Joshua 
the land of Canaan was typical of our heavenly inheritance with 
Christ, in the Book of Judges Canaan typifies the believer’s 
present experience of grace. The land was filled with enemies; 
and throughout the days of the judges Israel was engaged with 
their enemies. Even now, all the blessings of covenant grace are 
the rightful property of all who trust Christ. But we have 
countless enemies within, with whom we have unceasing warfare 
(Rom. 7:14-23; Gal. 5:17-23). 
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Joshua speaks of heavenly glory. Judges describes our present 
experience. Then, the Book of Ruth shows us how the Lord our 
God will accomplish his purpose of grace for us by Christ, our 
lawful, Kinsman Redeemer. We lost everything in our Father 
Adam. But our great Boaz has recovered all for us, in total 
compliance with and full satisfaction of all the demands of God’s 
holy law. 
 
Then, in 1 and 2 Samuel, the Lord shows us that our Redeemer, 
our Savior, that One into whose hands the Lord God has 
entrusted the everlasting deliverance of his people is the King of 
Glory, into whose hands the Lord our God has put all dominion 
over all flesh, that he might give eternal life to all his people. 
Here David typifies our Savior as God’s great King established 
upon his throne. 
 
ONE MAN 
 
2 Samuel covers the same time in history as 1 Chronicles. In 1 
Samuel three men are prominent: Samuel, Saul, and David. 2 
Samuel is a Book about one man, God’s servant David; but that 
one man is set before us throughout the Scriptures as an eminent 
type and picture of our Lord Jesus Christ. In fact, many of the 
passages of Inspiration, where David’s name is used cannot be 
interpreted as applying to David himself in a strict sense. They 
do apply to David; but it is obvious that they look beyond David 
to Another. 
 
Look, for example, at 2 Samuel 7. The repeated use of the word 
“forever” in this chapter make it clear that God’s promises 
concerning the throne, and kingdom, and seed spoken of in this 
chapter cannot be fulfilled in any earthly throne, or kingdom, or 
man. The promises must and do find their fulfillment in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the Son of David, and his 
Church and Kingdom (7:12-16). 
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(2 Samuel 7:12-13)  "And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou 
shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, 
which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his 
kingdom. (13) He shall build an house for my name, and I will 
stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever." 
 
(2 Samuel 7:16)  "And thine house and thy kingdom shall be 
established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established 
for ever." 
 
Proposition: David, as God’s anointed and enthroned king over 
all Israel as a nation, was typical of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
God’s anointed and enthroned King in Zion, over all the Israel of 
God, his Church. 
 
Do not misunderstand me. I do not suggest that there is no 
application of these promises and the rest of what is written in 2 
Samuel to David personally and to all God’s elect in this world, 
who are, like David, sinners saved by the grace of God. Clearly, 
David is representative of all God’s people in this world. His life 
and experiences were representative and typical of ours, as I will 
show you. But the ultimate fulfillment of David’s life and 
dominion as God’s anointed king must be found in Christ. This is 
not my interpretation of this Book, but God’s. I am not interested 
in promoting or defending any system of doctrine. We interpret 
Scripture with Scripture. (Compare Psalm 16 and Acts 2.) 
 
(Psalms 16:8-11)  "I have set the LORD always before me: 
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. (9) 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also 
shall rest in hope. (10) For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; 
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. (11) 
Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of 
joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore." 
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How do we interpret those words? Yes, these words were 
David’s words. Yes, he spoke of his own hope of the resurrection 
and ours1. They speak of our hope, too. But the Holy Spirit 
specifically tells us that this Psalm finds its ultimate fulfillment 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
(Acts 2:22-36)  "Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and 
wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as 
ye yourselves also know: (23) Him, being delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: (24) Whom God 
hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was 
not possible that he should be holden of it. (25) For David 
speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my 
face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: (26) 
Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; 
moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: (27) Because thou wilt 
not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One 
to see corruption. (28) Thou hast made known to me the ways of 
life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance. (29) 
Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch 
David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with 
us unto this day. (30) Therefore being a prophet, and knowing 
that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his 
loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on 
his throne; (31) He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of 
Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see 
corruption. (32) This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all 
are witnesses. (33) Therefore being by the right hand of God 
                                                           
1 Whenever we read the messianic psalms or any other prophetic portion of Holy Scripture 
(Ps. 40; 69; etc.), we must not imagine that the writer is not speaking of his own, present 
experience. He is. As he does, the passage certainly relates to us and to our experience. But 
the fuller, more glorious, ultimate message of the passage is the person and work of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 







Through The Bible Series—2 SAMUEL 
 


6 


exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the 
Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 
(34) For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith 
himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 
(35) Until I make thy foes thy footstool. (36) Therefore let all the 
house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same 
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ." 
 
GOD’S KING 
 
I. First, I want us to look at David as a type of Christ, God’s 


King. 
 
A. David describes the character of God’s King in 2 Samuel 
23:1-5. 
 
(2 Samuel 23:1-5)  "Now these be the last words of David. David 
the son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up on high, the 
anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, 
said, (2) The spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was 
in my tongue. (3) The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel 
spake to me, He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the 
fear of God. (4) And he shall be as the light of the morning, 
when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender 
grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain. (5) 
Although my house be not so with God; yet he hath made with 
me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: for 
this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although he make it not 
to grow." 
 
God’s King is here described as… 


• “The man who was raised up on high” (Phil. 2:8-11). 
• “The anointed of the God of Jacob.” 
• The man by whom the Spirit of God speaks. 
• “Just, ruling over men in the fear of God.” 







Through The Bible Series—2 SAMUEL 
 


7 


• “As the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a 
morning without clouds.” 


• “As the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear 
shining after rain.” (Christ’s Humiliation—Incarnation—
Resurrection) 


• One with whom God has made an everlasting covenant 
ordered in all things and sure. 


• One who has no desire but the fulfillment of that covenant. 
 
This King is Christ! While David was a man in whom these 
things were exemplified to a great degree, he was not the King in 
whom these things are completely found. This King is Christ our 
Savior. 
 
B. Abner described the work of God’s King in 2 Samuel 3:17-
18. 
 
(2 Samuel 3:17-18)  "And Abner had communication with the 
elders of Israel, saying, Ye sought for David in times past to be 
king over you: (18) Now then do it: for the LORD hath spoken 
of David, saying, By the hand of my servant David I will save 
my people Israel out of the hand of the Philistines, and out of 
the hand of all their enemies." 
 
This is exactly what the Scriptures everywhere assert concerning 
Christ (Dan. 7:14; Matt. 1:21; John 17:2; Acts 5:30-32). 
 
(Daniel 7:14)  "And there was given him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should 
serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed." 
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(Matthew 1:21)  "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt 
call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their 
sins." 
 
(John 17:2)  "As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he 
should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him." 
 
• Christ has a people, God’s Israel, his elect. 
• Christ came into this world, lived, died, arose, and ascended 


on high to save his people from all their enemies. 
• He is now enthroned with universal power and dominion to 


give eternal life to his people. Save them he will—By 
Redemption—By Regeneration—By Resurrection! 


 
(Acts 5:30-32)  "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom 
ye slew and hanged on a tree. (31) Him hath God exalted with 
his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance 
to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. (32) And we are his witnesses 
of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath 
given to them that obey him." 
 
C. God’s King is the Man anointed by him to be King. 
 
David was anointed as king over Israel three times: first in his 
father’s house, then over Judah, and finally over all Israel. The 
Lord Jesus Christ is as King by God himself (Ps. 45:7; Heb. 1:9): 
first in his Father’s house, then at his baptism, and finally in the 
hearts of chosen sinners. 
 
(Psalms 45:7)  "Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest 
wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the 
oil of gladness above thy fellows." 
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(Hebrews 1:9)  "Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with 
the oil of gladness above thy fellows." 
 
A KING IN EXILE 
 
Though he was God’s anointed king, while he was in exile, Saul 
ruled over the people.—Though Christ is King over all his 
people, he is a despised and rejected King, and the Prince of this 
world, the Prince of darkness, holds sway over the hearts of the 
Lord’s people until they are saved by his grace. 
 
THE KING ACKNOWLEDGED 
 
At God’s appointed time all of Judah were gathered to David and 
gave themselves to their king (2 Sam. 2:4; 1 Chron. 12:18). 
 
(2 Samuel 2:4)  "And the men of Judah came, and there they 
anointed David king over the house of Judah. And they told 
David, saying, That the men of Jabeshgilead were they that 
buried Saul." 
 
(1 Chronicles 12:18)  "Then the spirit came upon Amasai, who 
was chief of the captains, and he said, Thine are we, David, and 
on thy side, thou son of Jesse: peace, peace be unto thee, and 
peace be to thine helpers; for thy God helpeth thee. Then David 
received them, and made them captains of the band." 
 
This is what happens in the joyful experience of conversion. 
The Lord God graciously causes chosen sinners to bow to Christ 
as their Lord and King with gladness, devoting themselves to 
him in adoration, love, and praise (Ps. 44:4; 110:1-3). 
 
(Psalms 44:4)  "Thou art my King, O God: command 
deliverances for Jacob." 
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(Psalms 110:1-3)  "The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my 
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. (2) The 
LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in 
the midst of thine enemies. (3) Thy people shall be willing in the 
day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of 
the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth." 
 
Thank God for our great King, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is a 
King like no other, King of kings and Lord of lords! Christ our 
King is himself God almighty. Yet, he is one of us and one with 
us (Deut. 17:15; Heb. 2:17). “The King is near of kin to us” (2 
Sam. 19:42). 
 
(Deuteronomy 17:15)  "Thou shalt in any wise set him king over 
thee, whom the LORD thy God shall choose: one from among 
thy brethren shalt thou set king over thee: thou mayest not set a 
stranger over thee, which is not thy brother." 
 
(Hebrews 2:17)  "Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be 
made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
reconciliation for the sins of the people." 
 
D. Christ our King is saving his people from all their 
enemies. 
 
The Lord God promised Israel that David their king would save 
them from all their enemies. Typically he did so. From the day 
that he slew Goliath to the day that he went to glory, we never 
read of David being defeated by any foe. He went forth 
conquering and to conquer; and conquer he did. 
 
So it is with Christ our King. He vanquished Satan, cast out our 
enemy and accuser, and bound him with the mighty chain of his 
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omnipotence, and has made us more than conquerors by his 
grace (John 12:31-32; Rev. 20:1-3). 
 
(John 12:31-32)  "Now is the judgment of this world: now shall 
the prince of this world be cast out. (32) And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me." 
 
(Revelation 20:1-3)  "And I saw an angel come down from 
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in 
his hand. (2) And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, 
which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 
(3) And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set 
a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till 
the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be 
loosed a little season." 
 
As "David took the strong hold of Zion" (2 Samuel 5:7), the Lord 
Jesus took his place on the throne of God to save his own (Rom. 
14:9; Heb. 9:12:10:9-14). 
 
(Romans 14:9)  "For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and 
revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living." 
 
(Hebrews 9:12)  "Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but 
by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us." 
 
(Hebrews 10:9-14)  "Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O 
God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. 
(10) By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. (11) And every priest 
standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away sins: (12) But this man, 
after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on 
the right hand of God; (13) From henceforth expecting till his 
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enemies be made his footstool. (14) For by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified." 
 
The King of Glory came to us in saving mercy, entered our 
hearts, bound the strong man and cast him out, sitting up his 
throne in our hearts. Christ came "that we being delivered out of 
the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear" (Luke 
1:74). And he never fails to accomplish his purpose (Isa. 9:6-7; 1 
Cor. 15:25). 
 
(Isaiah 9:6-7)  "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. (7) Of the increase 
of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even 
for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this." 
 
(1 Corinthians 15:25)  "For he must reign, till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet." 
 
E. He who is the King of Glory reigns upon the throne of 
grace. 
 
In the story of Mephibosheth (chap. 7 the Holy Spirit gives us a 
marvellous picture of the grace of God flowing to sinners 
through Christ our King. He takes the fallen sons of men, 
helpless, lame, and poor, men who are his own enemies, and 
makes us to sit at the King’s table as the King’s own sons “to eat 
bread at his table continually.” This grace, God’s boundless, 
infinite grace comes to us, as it did to Mephibosheth, because of 
a covenant made with our great King David (Christ) long before 
we were born. 
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(Song of Songs 5:1)  "I am come into my garden, my sister, my 
spouse: I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten 
my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my 
milk: eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved." 
 
GOD’S PEOPLE 
 
II. As I said in the beginning, David is also typical of us, 


God’s people in this world. That is the next thing I want us 
to see. 


 
David was a man after God’s own heart (1 Sam. 13:14). He was 
not such a man by nature. David was, like us all, a fallen, 
depraved, sinful man by nature. Yet, grace made him a man after 
God’s own heart. That’s the kind of man I want to be. When the 
Lord God looked into David’s heart, he saw in that man a man 
after his own heart. 
 
In spiritual things the heart is the matter of utmost concern. We 
must not neglect our outward conduct. We must not fail to 
maintain good works. We must not ignore our responsibilities in 
outward things. But true religion is an inward thing. We can get 
everything right on the outside and yet be lost. Things have got 
to be made right on the inside. "The LORD looketh on the heart!" 
Will we ever learn that? God is not impressed with those things 
that impress men! Our Lord Jesus said to the Pharisees, "Ye are 
they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your 
hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is 
abomination in the sight of God" (Luke 16:15). 
 
God looks on the heart! God searches the heart! God demands 
heart faith, heart obedience, heart worship! God requires the 
heart! He says, "My son, [give me thine heart], and let thine eyes 
observe my ways" (Pro. 23:26). God alone knows the heart, and 
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the heart alone knows God! The heart is the matter of primary 
concern. 
 
When the Lord God looked upon David's heart and declared him 
to be a man after his own heart, what did he see? What did God 
see in David's heart that set him apart from other men? When the 
Lord looked upon David's heart, this is what he saw in David a 
heart conquered by his grace, ruled by his Spirit, trusting him. 
 
We are not told when, or where David began to believe God, 
only that he did. At some point in time, when he was still a 
young man, David committed himself to the Lord God. Like 
Abraham before him, like his father, Jesse, David believed God, 
and it was imputed unto him for righteousness. To believe God is 
simply to trust him, to take him at his word. 
 
A. Here’s the lesson.—There is only one way you and I can 
please God. There is only one way any sinner can ever be 
pleasing to the holy Lord God; and that is by faith in Christ (Heb. 
11:5-6; Rom. 3:31). 
 
(Hebrews 11:5-6)  "By faith Enoch was translated that he should 
not see death; and was not found, because God had translated 
him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God. (6) But without faith it is impossible to please him: 
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him." 
 
(Romans 3:31)  "Do we then make void the law through faith? 
God forbid: yea, we establish the law." 
 
If we would walk before God accepted and well-pleasing in his 
sight, we must walk before him in faith, trusting his Son, and his 
Son alone as our Savior, trusting Christ alone for the totality of 
our acceptance with God (1 Cor. 1:30-31). 
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B. David rejoiced in God’s electing love (1 Sam. 6:20-21). 
 
I chapter 6 we see him leaping and dancing before the ark of 
God. He knew what that ark represented. He knew that that ark 
represented God’s redemption of his people by the blood of 
Christ, the Lamb of God. He could not get beyond the wonder of 
God’s grace to him. Therefore, he humbled himself before the 
people, before the Lord, with joy and gladness. His wife, 
Michael, saw it and despised him for his worship. And David 
told her that the source of his joy was something she could not 
understand, because she had not experienced it. The source of his 
joy was God’s electing mercy, love and grace (Ps. 65:4). 
 
(2 Samuel 6:20-21)  "Then David returned to bless his 
household. And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet 
David, and said, How glorious was the king of Israel to day, who 
uncovered himself to day in the eyes of the handmaids of his 
servants, as one of the vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth 
himself! (21) And David said unto Michal, It was before the 
LORD, which chose me before thy father, and before all his 
house, to appoint me ruler over the people of the LORD, over 
Israel: therefore will I play before the LORD." 
 
(Psalms 65:4)  "Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and 
causest to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: 
we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy 
holy temple." 
 
C. Throughout his life, David, being a man of faith, a man 
who believed God, humbly bowed to the will of God. 
 
When the Lord killed Uzzah, David acknowledged that the fault 
was his. “The Lord our God made a breach upon us, for that we 
sought him not after the due order” (1 Chron. 15:13). When he 
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wanted to build a house for God, the Lord refused to allow it; but 
did permit him to gather the materials with which his son would 
build the temple. David was overwhelmed by God’s goodness to 
him (7:18-22). He said, “Do as thou hast said, and let thy name 
be magnified forever” (7:25-26). When the Lord God killed his 
infant son, David washed his face and worshiped God. David 
exemplifies the fact that faith bows to Christ. Faith humbles itself 
beneath the mighty hand of God. Faith submits to the will of 
God. Even when his beloved son Absalom was slain, because of 
the evil David had done, and when thousands perished under the 
judgment of God because of his stubborn pride in numbering 
Israel, though his heart was broken, though his soul was crushed 
by the experiences, David bowed to the Lord God. 
 
D. Though David was a believer, though he was a man after 
God’s own heart, he was a sinner still, in constant need of 
grace. 
 
Chapters 11 and 12 tell us the sad, sad story of David terrible fall 
and its consequences. Here is a constantly repeated lesson, a 
lesson we must learn, a lesson from which we need to learn 
much.—God’s saints in this world are sinners still, sinners saved 
by grace. Chosen in electing love, forgiven by blood atonement, 
accepted in the Beloved, and saved and kept by pure, free, 
sovereign, indestructible, omnipotent grace! 
 
Let us make no excuse for our sin or our sins. Let us, instead, 
acknowledge and confess our sins, and trust our Savior still, as 
David did. 
 
(Psalms 32:1-5)  "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. (2) Blessed is the man unto whom the 
LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 
guile. (3) When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my 
roaring all the day long. (4) For day and night thy hand was 
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heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of 
summer. Selah. (5) I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine 
iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions 
unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 
Selah." 
 
(Psalms 51:1-5)  "Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy 
lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender 
mercies blot out my transgressions. (2) Wash me thoroughly 
from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. (3) For I 
acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 
(4) Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in 
thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and 
be clear when thou judgest. (5) Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me." 
 
(Romans 4:8)  "Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not 
impute sin." 
 
(1 John 1:7-10)  "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. (8) If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. (9) 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (10) If we say 
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not 
in us." 
 
(1 John 2:1-2)  "My little children, these things write I unto you, 
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: (2) And he is the propitiation 
for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world." 
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E. Believing God, David died in peace, falling back and 
resting upon God’s everlasting covenant and its immutability 
(2 SAM. 23:5). 
 
(2 Samuel 23:5)  "Although my house be not so with God; yet he 
hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, 
and sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although 
he make it not to grow." 
 
Dying in the Lord, dying in faith, he was, is, and shall forever be 
a blessed man. “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth.” Blessed are all who die as David died, believing 
God. 
 
THE KING’S RETURN 
 
III. Now, turn to 2 Samuel 19:9, and let me just say a word 


or two about our King’s return. 
 
Remember, when David was anointed as king over Judah, seven 
years passed before he was anointed king over all Israel. So after 
the complete, perfect accomplishment of God’s purpose of grace 
he whom God raised up and exalted shall be acknowledged as 
King by all in his glorious second advent. We have a picture of 
our Lord’s return in chapter 19. 
 
David had been away from Jerusalem for some time because of 
Absalom’s revolt. Now that the rebel was dead, the people 
longed for David’s immediate return.  
 
(2 Samuel 19:10)  "And Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is 
dead in battle. Now therefore why speak ye not a word of 
bringing the king back?" 
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When David heard how they longed for his return, he sent 
messengers saying, “I’m on my way back to you. And the people 
said, “Come on!” 
 
(2 Samuel 19:14)  "And he bowed the heart of all the men of 
Judah, even as the heart of one man; so that they sent this word 
unto the king, Return thou, and all thy servants." 
 
Now, look at verse 15.  
 
(2 Samuel 19:15)  "So the king returned, and came to Jordan. 
And Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet the king, to conduct the 
king over Jordan." 
 
That is a pretty good picture of our Redeemer, our great King 
and us. 
 
(Revelation 22:12-13)  "And, behold, I come quickly; and my 
reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall 
be. (13) I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the 
first and the last." 
 
(Revelation 22:20-21)  "He which testifieth these things saith, 
Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. (21) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen." 
 
When, at last, our great Savior and King does return, when our 
“Lord the King is come again in peace,” we will go out to meet 
him in the resurrection (1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1 Cor. 15:51-58). 
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Sermon #421       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:   LUKE ― Christ the Man 
 Text:   Luke 1:1-4 
 Introduction: 
 
As we have seen in our studies of Matthew and Mark, 
each of the four gospels were written by divine 
inspiration, each revealing the person and work of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but each one was intended by the 
Holy Spirit to set forth a particular, distinct aspect of our 
Savior’s person and work. Neither of the gospel 
narratives give us a complete view of Christ; but all four, 
taken together, tell us plainly and fully who the Lord 
Jesus Christ is, what he did, why he did it, and where he 
is now. 
 
1. Matthew was written to show us that our Lord Jesus 


Christ is the divine Messiah, the Redeemer-King 
promised in the Old Testament Scriptures. 


2. Mark was inspired to present the Lord Jesus as 
Jehovah’s righteous Servant. 


3. John’s gospel sets forth the glorious divinity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as God the Son, the second person 
in the holy trinity. 


4. Luke’s gospel was designed and written to show us 
the perfect and glorious humanity of our Savior. Just 
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as John shows us that our Redeemer is the Son of 
God, Luke shows us that he is the Son of Man. 


 
SON OF MAN 
 
Luke was inspired of God to present our Savior 
distinctly as “the Son of man”. That is the title our Lord 
used to describe himself more than any other. As we 
read the Gospel of Luke, the One we meet here is, the 
Redeemer-King Matthew described, the Righteous 
Servant Mark portrayed, and the incarnate God John 
declares. He is the same Person; but Luke presents him 
primarily as the Man who is God, while John presents 
him as the God who is also man. 
 
Luke gives us more details than either Matthew or Mark 
about our Savior’s birth. Luke alone tells us a little bit 
about our Lord’s childhood. He stresses, more than the 
other gospel writers, our Redeemer’s dependence upon 
his Father in prayer, his poverty, and his sympathy with 
men. He does this because it is his purpose to show us 
that our Savior’s perfect humanity is just as essential to 
his saving work as his divinity. He could not accomplish 
his mission, were he not both God and man in one 
glorious person (19:10). 
 
(Luke 19:10)  “For the Son of man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost.” 
 
THINGS MOST SURELY BELIEVED 
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Let’s read Luke 1:1-4 and Acts 1:1-4. 
 
(Luke 1:1-4)  “Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to 
set forth in order a declaration of those things which are 
most surely believed among us, (2) Even as they 
delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; (3) It seemed 
good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all 
things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, 
most excellent Theophilus, (4) That thou mightest know 
the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been 
instructed.” 
 
(Acts 1:1-4)  “The former treatise have I made, O 
Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 
(2) Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he 
through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto 
the apostles whom he had chosen: (3) To whom also he 
showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible 
proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of 
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: (4) And, 
being assembled together with them, commanded them 
that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for 
the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard 
of me.” 
 
Luke specifically wrote his gospel to a man named 
“Theophilus”. This is the same man to whom he 
addressed the Book of Acts. Both Luke and Acts were 
written specifically for this man Theophilus (Acts 1:1-
2). We know nothing about him, except what Luke 
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himself tells us. This Theophilus was a man of rank and 
honor. Luke calls him “most excellent Theophilus.” Not 
many noble are called (1 Cor.1:26), but some are. God 
has chosen some of all ranks. The name, Theophilus, 
means either “lover of God” or “loved of God”. 
 
In Acts 1, Luke describes his gospel as “a treatise of all 
that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day in 
which he was taken up.” Though they did not record 
every word and deed of Christ (John 21:25), Luke and 
the other gospel writers did record all that the Holy 
Spirit inspired, all that we need to know, particularly all 
that Christ did and said relating to the salvation of his 
people; his obedience to the Father, his conformity to the 
law, and his death as our Substitute, by which he 
brought in everlasting righteousness and obtained eternal 
redemption for us. 
 
Then Luke tells us that the Lord Jesus Christ gave 
his commandments by the Holy Spirit to chosen 
apostles, and by them to his church. All the doctrines 
and ordinances, faith and practice of the church are, by 
the commandment of Christ, laid down in the Word of 
God (2 Tim. 3:16). 
 
Both in Acts and here, at the very outset, Luke tells us 
that his intention in writing this gospel narrative was “set 
forth in order a declaration of those things which are 
most surely believed among us” (1:1). 
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Contrary to popular opinion, believers are people who 
believe something, something specific, and all believers 
believe them. All Christians do, most assuredly, believe 
some specific things. We believe those things revealed 
in the Book of God. Anyone who does not believe that 
which God reveals in the Inspired Volume of Holy 
Scripture is not a Christian, is not a believer, and does 
not know God, no matter what he may profess. 
 
“The church is a community of faith, a community that 
tenaciously holds with overpowering conviction to a 
distinct body of truths.”          (Roger Ellsworth) 
 
YES, THERE ARE SOME THINGS ALL TRUE 
CHRISTIANS BELIEVE. Luke makes no bones about 
this. Neither should we. Let men accuse us of being 
narrow-minded dogmatists, out of step with the rest of 
the religious world, and heap upon us whatever ugly 
names they choose, the Word of God plainly declares 
that some things are vital. Some things must be known 
and believed. Those who do not believe these things are 
not saved. 
 
Luke tells us that he wrote his gospel, “to set forth in 
order those things which are most surely believed 
among us.” All who are, like Theophilus, lovers of God 
love those things most surely believed among us. What 
are those things? Let me show you some of those things 
mast assuredly believed by all who know and love, trust 
and worship the God of Glory, as they are set before us 
in Luke’s Gospel. 
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1. Luke shows us that all men are sinners in need of 


God’s salvation, lost, ruined, dead in trespasses and 
sins, under the curse of God’s holy law, and totally 
incapable of changing their condition. Christ came to 
seek and to save that which was lost, like the lost 
coin, the lost sheep, and the lost Son (chap. 15). 


 
2. Jesus Christ is the incarnate God. The Son of God 


came in the flesh (1:35; 9:20). 
 
(Luke 1:35)  “And the angel answered and said unto her, 
The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of 
the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.” 
 
(Luke 9:20)  “He said unto them, But whom say ye that I 
am? Peter answering said, The Christ of God.” 
 
3. The Lord Jesus Christ has effectually 


accomplished and obtained salvation for sinners 
by his obedience and death as the sinners 
Substitute (1:68). 


 
Remember, that which Zechariah spoke here concerning 
the accomplishments of Christ, he spoke being filled 
with the Holy Ghost. He tells us that Christ 
accomplished redemption and explains exactly what that 
means (1:67-79). 
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(Luke 1:67-79)  “And his father Zechariah was filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying, (68) 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited 
and redeemed his people, (69) And hath raised up an 
horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant 
David; (70) As he spake by the mouth of his holy 
prophets, which have been since the world began: (71) 
That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the 
hand of all that hate us; (72) To perform the mercy 
promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy 
covenant; (73) The oath which he sware to our father 
Abraham, (74) That he would grant unto us, that we 
being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might 
serve him without fear, (75) In holiness and 
righteousness before him, all the days of our life. (76) 
And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the 
Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare his ways; (77) To give knowledge of salvation 
unto his people by the remission of their sins, (78) 
Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the 
dayspring from on high hath visited us, (79) To give 
light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 
4. This salvation which Christ obtained for his elect 


by his blood atonement, by effectual, 
accomplished redemption, comes to sinners by the 
gift of God, according to his own sovereign, eternal 
purpose of grace in Christ, as a matter of pure grace 
(4:25-27). 
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(Luke 4:25-27)  “But I tell you of a truth, many widows 
were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was 
shut up three years and six months, when great famine 
was throughout all the land; (26) But unto none of them 
was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a 
woman that was a widow. (27) And many lepers were in 
Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of 
them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.” 
 
5. God’s grace in Christ is so abundantly free that 


every sinner in this world who needs it has it 
(9:11). 


 
(Luke 9:11)  “And the people, when they knew it, 
followed him: and he received them, and spake unto 
them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had 
need of healing.” 
 
LUKE’S DISTINCTIVES 
 
As we read the Gospel of Luke, we cannot help noticing 
that Luke tells us many things, precious things, which 
are not even mentioned by any of the other inspired 
writers. 
 
• The Histories of Zechariah and Elizabeth 
• The Birth of John the Baptist 
• The Angel’s Announcement to Mary of our Savior’s 


Birth. 
• Simeon and Anna in the Temple 
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• Mary’s Song 
• The Childhood of our Master. 
• The Conversions of Zacchaeus and the Dying Thief 
• The Parables of The Good Samaritan, The Pharisee 


and the Publican, The Prodigal Son, and The Rich 
Mann and Lazarus 


• The Walk to Emmaus 
 
How thankful we are for these things. For these things 
we are indebted to Luke, “the beloved physician.” 
 
LUKE HIMSELF 
 
Who was this man, Luke? As we have seen, both this 
gospel narrative and the book of Acts were written by 
the pen of Luke. Both were addressed to Theophilus. In 
fact, the book of Acts is really just a continuation of 
Luke’s gospel, as Luke himself indicates in the opening 
verses of Acts. But who was Luke. 
 
He was a man of such modesty that he never mentioned 
his own name, even when he wrote about events in 
which he played a prominent role. Yet, he was, 
obviously, a man of remarkable usefulness in the early 
church. 


 
Paul calls him, “Luke the beloved physician” (Col. 
4:14). Not many of the wise and noble of this world are 
called, but some are; and Luke was one of them. He was 
Paul’s constant, faithful companion. He accompanied 
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Paul on his second missionary journey as far as Philippi. 
There, after the Lord raised up a gospel church, Luke 
stayed behind, probably to take care of and further 
instruct the young saints at Philippi in the things of God. 


 
Seven years later, while Paul was on his third missionary 
journey, he and Luke joined up again at Philippi. As 
Paul went on his way to Jerusalem, Luke went with him. 
When Paul was arrested at Caesarea, Luke was with 
him. Luke was still by Paul’s side when they sailed for 
Rome. He went with his friend through the perils of the 
sea and stayed by his side when he was arrested at 
Rome. Luke alone stayed with Paul to the end. When 
Paul was about to lay down his life as a martyr for 
Christ, he wrote, “only Luke is with me” (2 Tim. 4:11). 


 
Luke was a Gentile, as his name indicates, the only 
Gentile who was chosen of God to write a portion of the 
Inspired Volume of Holy Scripture. 
 
THE SON OF MAN 
 
Luke gives us a portrait of the Son of Man, the Man 
Christ Jesus. All the gospel writers show us both the 
divinity and the humanity of Christ; but John was 
distinctly written to set forth our Lord’s eternal deity; 
and Luke was distinctly written to show us his perfect 
humanity. Let us never forget that our Lord Jesus 
Christ lived upon this earth as our Surety, 
Representative, Mediator, and Substitute the life of a 
perfect man, completely obedient to the will of God, 
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without sin in nature, thought, word, or deed. Had he 
not been a perfect man, he could not have been our 
Savior. Therefore, Luke was inspired of God to show us 
the perfection of our Savior as a real man. 


 
1.  The Lord Jesus Christ was a Man of great 


courage. 
 
He was not a hard, abrasive man; but he was a 
courageous man. This boldness and courage is seen most 
distinctly in our Lord’s preaching. He knew that he was 
his Father’s servant. Therefore, he spoke the Word of 
God with unflinching courage (chapter 4). When he was 
advised to flee from Herod, he said, Go tell that old fox 
that I am doing what I came here to do, and that he 
can’t stop me (Fortner paraphrase - Luke 13:32). 
 
When the time came for him to lay down his life as our 
sin-atoning Substitute, our Savor set his face like a flint 
to go up to Jerusalem, that he might accomplish the will 
of him that sent him (9:51). 
 
(Luke 9:51)  “And it came to pass, when the time was 
come that he should be received up, he stedfastly set his 
face to go to Jerusalem,” 
 
Fearlessly and unfalteringly, our Savior steadily walked, 
step by step, with determinate resolution, up to Mt. 
Calvary, to lay down his life for us, according to the will 
of God, not to defeat but to victory, not to be pitied but 
worshipped! 
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2.  Our Lord Jesus Christ was also a Man of great 


tenderness, compassion, and sympathy. 
 
He declared, in his very first sermon, that he came here 
to preach the gospel to the poor, to set the captive free, 
and to give sight to the blind (4:18-19). 
 
(Luke 4:18-19)  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
(19) To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
 
Luke constantly portrays the Lord Jesus as a man full of 
compassion, drying the tears of sorrow, pitying the 
outcast, entertaining despised publicans, receiving 
sinners, healing all who had need of healing. 
 
Let every man here learn from the Master. Manhood, 
real manhood involves courage and compassion. 
 
3.  Moreover, and this is very, very important, as the 


perfect Man, our Lord Jesus Christ was a Man of 
implicit faith. 


 
He believed God perfectly. He lived in constant 
fellowship with God, as a Man. What an example of 
consecration and faith he gave us! His very first 
recorded words were, “I must be about my Father’s 
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business” (2:40). His last words before his final breath 
of mortality were, “Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit” (23:46). On at least eight other occasions, 
Luke describes our Lord Jesus as a Man of faith, calling 
upon God his Father, our Father, in prayer. 
 


• At His Baptism (3:21) 
• After Healing The Leper (5:16) 
• Before Choosing His Disciples (6:12) 
• Before Peter’s Great Confession (9:18) 
• At His Transfiguration (9:29) 
• Before Teaching His Disciples How To Pray (11:1) 
• In Gethsemane (22:42) 
• As He Hung Upon The Cross (23:34) 


 
As God’s servants in this world, we all must confess 
with, shame and sorrow, that we are often weak, hard 
hearted, and unbelieving. But, blessed be God, that Man 
who is our Divine Savior lived before God in the 
perfection of manhood for us – Perfect In Courage, ― 
Perfect In Tenderness, Mercy and Compassion, ― 
Perfect In Faith! But he is more than an exemplary 
Man… 
 
4.  Luke presents this holy Man, the Lord Jesus 


Christ, to us as God’s Salvation. 
 
He brought salvation to sinners. He won it by his 
obedience. He bought it with his blood. He secured it by 
his ascension into heaven. He gives it by his grace. But 
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Luke tells us more. He tells us that the Lord Jesus 
Christ himself is Salvation. 
 
Luke 2:25-32  “And, behold, there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man 
was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of 
Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 26 And it was 
revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not 
see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And 
he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the 
custom of the law, 28 Then took he him up in his arms, 
and blessed God, and said, 29 Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, according to thy word: 30 For 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 31 Which thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people; 32 A light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” 
 
We rejoice I the blood and righteousness of Christ 
and adore his doctrine, but it is the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself that we trust, love and worship. ― “Unto you 
that believe, HE is precious.” 
 
The gospel we preach is the good news of salvation 
accomplished and secured by the obedience and death of 
the God-man, Christ Jesus. Luke, speaking in perfect 
harmony with all the prophets and apostles, tells us that 
this salvation is… 
 
• God’s Salvation. ― His Work, His Property, His Gift. 
• A Finished Work. 
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• For Sinners Everywhere, Jews and Gentiles! 
• A Salvation That Demands Faith In Christ. ― A Faith 


That Only God Himself Can Give, ― A Faith That 
Willingly Bows To Christ As Lord! 


• A Salvation To Be Preached To All The World! 
 
5.  Luke’s object is to show us the humanity of our 


Savior; but his humanity would be of no value to us, 
all that he is was and did as a man would be totally 
without benefit to us, if he is not God. So Luke shows 
us that this great man is much more than that. He 
shows us that this great man is the almighty God. 


 
He has all power over all things and exercises it all the 
time. The God-man, our Mediator has complete 
authority over all evil (Lk 4:12, 35, 9:38, 11:14). He 
controls all of what men call “the elements of nature” 
(Lk 8:22-25, 9:12-17, 5:4-11). He has total dominion 
over life and death (Lk 8:41-42, 7:11-15). He has total 
dominion over sickness, disease and trouble. (Lk 5:12-
13, 7:1-10, 4:38-35, 5:18-25, 6:6-10, 18:35-43). He has 
power in heaven and in earth to forgive sins (Lk 5:24, 
7:48). He has the power and authority to bless people 
(Lk 6:20-22) and the authority to give people eternal life 
in heaven (Lk 23:43; 24:50). All things are in his hands 
(John 17:2). 
 
GOSPEL FOR SINNERS 
 
The gospel of God is a gospel for sinners, the good news 
of redemption obtained and salvation finished, for poor, 
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needy, lost sinners. And Luke’s Gospel is just that. It is 
good news for needy sinners. Luke shows us the 
compassionate love of Christ in becoming Man to save 
us. He traces our Lord's descent back to Adam, and 
shows him as the Son of Man and the Son of God, the 
Savior of men.  He is both the “Son of the Highest,” and 
the Son of the lowest. 
 
Like Matthew, Luke gives us our Lord’s genealogy 
(3:23-38); but it is not the same. Matthew’s account of 
the genealogy begins with Abraham and traces the 
Savior’s lineage up to Joseph. Luke begins with the 
Savior himself and traces his lineage back to Adam, and 
then to God himself. Matthew shows us our Savior’s 
lineage through Joseph, him “being (as was supposed) 
the son of Joseph” (Luke 1:23). Luke traces his lineage 
through Mary. 
 
THE SHEPHERDS 
 
Instead of the visit of the Magi, Luke tells us of the 
common shepherds to whom the Savior’s birth was 
announced the glad-tidings of peace to all people, “to 
you is born a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”  
 
SIMEON AND ANNA 
 
Aged Simeon said, “Mine eyes have seen Thy 
Salvation,” as he took the Holy Child in his arms. And 
Anna “spake of him to all that looked for Redemption in 
Israel.” 
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Luke records his compassion to the Widow of Nain 
(7:11-18), and the depths of his mercy to the woman that 
was a sinner (7:36-50). Luke tells us the story of 
Zacchaeus with the murmuring of the Pharisees because 
he had gone to be a guest with a man which was a sinner 
(19:1-10). 
 
THE PARABLES 
 
The parables recorded in Luke’s Gospel are intended to 
display both our Redeemer’s compassion and his saving 
power and efficacy.  
• The Good Samaritan 
• The Pharisee and the Publican 
• The Importunate Widow 
• The Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the Lost Son, in 


which we see his great joy over the lost one  that is 
found so marvellously represented 


•  In the parable of the Great Supper (14:16-24; Mat 
22:1-14), it is Luke who tells us of the Lord's 
command to go out into the highways and hedges and 
compel them to come in. And the words “Yet there is 
room” seem to echo throughout these 24 chapters. 


 
Luke alone tells us that when our Lord beheld the city, 
He wept over it (19:41-44). It is Luke who describes the 
Savior’s bloody sweat in Gethsemane (22:39-46). Luke 
tells us of the saving power possessed by our Savior as 
he hung upon the cursed tree, displayed in saving the 
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dying thief even in His agony, gathering as it were, even 
in his agony, the first-fruits of his atonement (23:39-43). 
 
Luke alone gives us the account of our Lord’s walk 
along the Emmaus Road with two of his troubled 
disciples after his resurrection (chap. 24). It may be, as 
some have suggested, that Luke was one of those two 
disciples. 
 
He tells of our Lord eating a piece of broiled fish and 
some honey to show us his perfect humanity even after 
his resurrection. Yes, blessed be his name, that Man who 
is risen and exalted is still a man, touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, full of sympathy and the 
omnipotent God, able to help in time of need! 
 
Now, watch the last scene in the Gospel of Luke, again, 
a scene that Luke alone gives us (chap. 24). First, in 
verses 43-47, the Savior condescends to confirm the 
shaken faith of his fearful disciples and opens their 
understanding, to understand the Scriptures. 
 
(Luke 24:43-47)  "And he took it, and did eat before 
them. (44) And he said unto them, These are the words 
which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that 
all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the 
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, 
concerning me. (45) Then opened he their 
understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, 
(46) And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it 
behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the 
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third day: (47) And that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem." 
 
Then, he issues his commission to his church, assuring 
us of the power of his Spirit to do his work (vv. 48-49). 
 
(Luke 24:48-49)  "And ye are witnesses of these things. 
(49) And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon 
you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be 
endued with power from on high." 
 
And, in verses 50-53, the crucified, risen Son of Man 
ascends to Glory to take his place on his throne as the 
God-man, and blesses his people as he ascends his 
throne. 
 
(Luke 24:50-53)  "And he led them out as far as to 
Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 
(51) And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he 
was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. 
(52) And they worshipped him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy: (53) And were continually 
in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen." 
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 Introduction: 
 
(Proverbs 4:23)  "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it 
are the issues of life." 
 
Salvation is entirely the work and gift of God’s free grace in 
Christ. Our only standing before God is Christ. His blood alone 
is our atonement. His righteousness alone is our righteousness. 
We have no other righteousness but his. Our personal 
obedience or disobedience has absolutely nothing to do with 
our acceptance before God. Believers are “accepted in the 
Beloved,” only in the Beloved, and once accepted never 
unaccepted. “Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not 
impute sin.” 
 
Yet, we must never imagine that obedience and disobedience 
to the revealed will of God are matters of indifference. 
Obedience on the part of God’s own is so very important (to the 
honor of our God, the cause of Christ, and our own souls) that 
the Lord God was determined to kill Moses if he did not 
circumcise his sons, though his wife was adamantly opposed to it 
(Ex. 4:24-26). 
 
How foolish and selfish we are when we presume that our 
behavior no one but ourselves! None of us is an island. We all 
influence others for good or for evil. This is something we ought 
to keep in mind all the time. You and I are responsible, not only 
for ourselves but also, for those who are influenced by us. Those 
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to whom God has providentially given positions of authority 
over others are particularly responsible to lead those who are 
under them by example. 
 
• Political Figures—A nation is morally elevated or debased by 


the moral character of its president and national leaders. 
• Pastors—A local church usually follows the example of its 


pastor in doctrine, in behavior, and in faithfulness. 
• Teachers—Children are, to a great degree affected for life by 


their teachers. 
• Parents—Mothers and Fathers mold the lives of their children 


by everything they do.—Temper—Conduct—Divorce—
(Ellisons, Bradleys, B. D.). 


 
KEY 
 
The importance of our influence upon those around us is set 
before us dramatically in the life and reign of Solomon as it is 
described in 1 Kings. Chapters 1-11 give us a picture of 
Solomon’s greatness and glory as the king over all Israel for 
forty years. Then, chapters 12-22 display the horrible 
consequences of Solomon’s disobedience upon the kingdom. 
These chapters set before us the first eighty years of the divided 
kingdom, a kingdom divided because of the evil influence of 
Solomon’s life. The key to understanding the last half of 1 Kings 
is found in God’s Word to Solomon in 1 Kings 11:11. 
 
(1 Kings 11:11)  "Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, 
Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my 
covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will 
surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy 
servant." 
 
Still, the message of 1 Kings is Christ, of whom Solomon was 
in many ways a type. If you read Psalm 72, which was “A 
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Psalm for Solomon,” you will immediately see that the things 
there spoken of Solomon could only find their fulfillment in 
Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
 
ADONIJAH 
 
First Kings begins with David still on the throne. He was old and 
dying. Solomon’s brother, Adonijah tried to seize the kingdom 
for himself, though David made it clear that Solomon was to 
succeed him as king. Adonijah’s scheme failed and Solomon was 
established as king. But there are two things connected with the 
opening of 1 Kings that I cannot fail to mention. 
 
First, David’s family suffered as the consequence of his sin in 
the matter of Uriah and Bathsheba until the very day of his death, 
and even beyond his death, just as Nathan had told him it would 
(2 Sam. 12:10). When he sent for Bathsheba, I am sure, the 
thought never crossed David’s mind that he would bring such 
trouble to his family and God’s kingdom by the indulgence of his 
lust. What a sad, sad bequeathal he made to his family by his 
behavior. 
 
Second, when David was dying his servants found a beautiful 
young woman to come, lay in his bed, to nourish him, hoping 
that she might rouse his physical passions and thereby help their 
beloved king recover. 
 
Needless to say, this incident has raised many eyebrows. But the 
situation was not as it might appear. There is no record that 
Bathsheba disapproved, no record that the Lord disapproved, and 
no record of disapproval of any kind from anyone. This was not 
a perverse device concocted by perverse men. This young lady, 
Abishag, married David on his deathbed. How can that be stated 
so confidently, when there is no record of the marriage? In 
chapter two, Adonijah made one last ditch effort to seize the 
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throne from Solomon by deceit, which resulted in his just 
execution. Adonijah persuaded Solomon’s mother, Bathsheba, to 
ask him to let marry Abishag. Bathsheba did not see through the 
thing, but Solomon did. Solomon knew that if Adonijah married 
Abishag he would have a rightful claim to the throne. That could 
not have been the case if Abishag had not been married to the 
King (2:22). 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
1 Kings then begins with the reign of Solomon and takes us 
through the terrible division of the kingdom under Rehoboam his 
son. Then we see the various dynasties within the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel, and the lives of the kings of the single 
dynasty of the house of David in the Southern Kingdom of 
Judah. 
 
In each case, the focus is always on the king, because it was 
the king’s relationship with God that determined the condition of 
the nation. When the king walked with the Lord, God's 
prosperity and triumph rested upon the kingdom by God’s 
blessing. The rains came at the right time, the crops grew and the 
land flourished. The nation prevailed over their enemies even 
though the enemies came in allied forces. 
 
But when the king disobeyed God and led the people into the 
worship of other gods, immediately famines broke out, plagues 
came, invading armies came, and the kingdom fell into hard 
times spiritually, morally, and politically. The kings who walked 
in obedience were types of Christ, such as David, Solomon, 
Hezekiah, Jehoshaphat, and Josiah. But the kings who walked in 
disobedience were pictures of the anti-Christ, leading the people 
away from God and into apostasy. 
 
SOLOMON 
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Before his death David called Solomon before him and solemnly 
charged him to walk in the ways of the Lord his God, and to 
teach his children after him, that the kingdom might endure in 
safety and prosperity forever (2:1-4). He told Solomon that he 
must wisely and justly deal with Joab, his brutal and bloody 
general, and Shimei, who violently cursed David on the day he 
fled from Absalom (vv. 5-9). David kept his word concerning 
those wicked men by sparing their lives; but they were ultimately 
executed at the command of Solomon. He also made Zadok the 
priest, replacing Abiathar and fulfilling of the prophecy given to 
Eli many decades before. 
 
As I said, Solomon was, in many ways, a magnificent type of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. His kingdom was a 
kingdom of peace. 
 
(1 Chronicles 22:9)  "Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who 
shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his 
enemies round about: for his name shall be Solomon (Peaceable), 
and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days." 
 
Solomon’s peaceable kingdom was the result of David’s 
mighty conquests. And it is because of Christ’s conquest over 
all our enemies that we now enjoy the glorious reign of his peace 
in our hearts. All who are under the dominion of grace, all who 
are ruled by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ are ruled in peace. 
 
• Christ has made peace. 
• Christ is our peace. 
• Christ gives us peace. 
 
(Romans 14:17)  "For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; 
but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 
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Solomon was also a king to whom the Lord God gave wisdom 
beyond measure. His wisdom as the king of Israel also 
foreshadowed Christ, who is made of God unto us Wisdom, in 
“whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 
 
Psalm 72 describes the glory of Solomon and the glory of his 
kingdom. But that Psalm, as I said, finds its ultimate fulfillment 
only in our great God and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
• Like Solomon, our Mediator is King and possesses his 


kingdom because the Lord God made him King and gave 
him his kingdom (1 Kings 5:4; Ps. 2:8; John 17:2). 


 
(1 Kings 5:4)  "But now the LORD my God hath given me rest 
on every side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil 
occurrent." 
 
(Psalms 72:7-9)  "In his days shall the righteous flourish; and 
abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth. (8) He shall 
have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth. (9) They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow 
before him; and his enemies shall lick the dust." 
 
(Psalms 72:11-15)  "Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all 
nations shall serve him. (12) For he shall deliver the needy when 
he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper. (13) He 
shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the souls of the 
needy. (14) He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence: 
and precious shall their blood be in his sight. (15) And he shall 
live, and to him shall be given of the gold of Sheba: prayer also 
shall be made for him continually; and daily shall he be praised." 
 
(Psalms 72:17-18)  "His name shall endure for ever: his name 
shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in 
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him: all nations shall call him blessed. (18) Blessed be the LORD 
God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things." 
 
THE TEMPLE 
 
Solomon’s most significant achievement was the building of the 
temple in Jerusalem. He was raised up specifically for that 
purpose (1 Chron. 28:5-10). 
 
(1 Chronicles 28:5-10)  "And of all my sons, (for the LORD hath 
given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit 
upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. (6) 
And he said unto me, Solomon thy son, he shall build my house 
and my courts: for I have chosen him to be my son, and I will be 
his father. (7) Moreover I will establish his kingdom for ever, if 
he be constant to do my commandments and my judgments, as at 
this day. (8) Now therefore in the sight of all Israel the 
congregation of the LORD, and in the audience of our God, keep 
and seek for all the commandments of the LORD your God: that 
ye may possess this good land, and leave it for an inheritance for 
your children after you for ever. (9) And thou, Solomon my son, 
know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect 
heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, 
and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou 
seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he 
will cast thee off for ever. (10) Take heed now; for the LORD 
hath chosen thee to build an house for the sanctuary: be strong, 
and do it." 
 
In the fourth year of his reign, Solomon began to build the 
temple, Four hundred and eighty years after the Israelites came 
out of Egypt. They were now settled in the land of promise, 
enjoying a season of rest from warfare, and tremendous 
prosperity. Solomon enlisted the assistance of his father's friend, 
Hiram the king of Tyre, from whom he obtained huge quantities 
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of cedar and cypress wood as well as skilled workers in bronze 
and gold (5: 1-12). 
 
The stones for the temple were quarried from beneath the 
Temple mount and were finished within the quarry so that 
"neither hammer nor ax nor any iron tool (was) heard in the 
house, while it was being built" (6:7). This is a picture of God’s 
work of grace in the building of his spiritual temple, the church 
(Eph. 2:20-22). 
 
(Ephesians 2:20-22)  "And are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone; (21) In whom all the building fitly framed together 
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: (22) In whom ye also 
are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit." 
 
There is no clanging noise of human works heard in the 
building of God’s holy temple. The salvation of God’s elect is 
altogether the work of his free grace in Christ. We contribute 
nothing to it by our works (Eph. 2:8-9). 
 
The temple was built along the same pattern as the tabernacle in 
the wilderness; but it was double the size and was indescribably 
more magnificent than the tabernacle. Yet, like the tabernacle, 
the temple’s beauty and splendor was to be seen from within. 
Almost everything within was covered with pure gold. 
 
It took Solomon seven years to build the temple. But we are 
told, "Solomon was building his own house thirteen years" (7:1). 
That fact is recorded for a reason. Any time our time, talents and 
possessions are devoted more to our own comfort and pleasure 
than they are to the cause of Christ, the glory of God and his 
kingdom, they are misused; and that misuse indicates a horrible 
self-centeredness on our part. 
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• The temple was a picture of God’s true house and abode, the 
church (1 Cor. 3:16-17; 1 Tim. 3:15). 


• Solomon’s temple was costly and glorious. 
• It is set before us throughout the Book of Hebrews as a 


picture of our Savior’s great work of redemption (Heb. 9:12; 
10:11-14, 18-22). 


• It took Solomon seven years to build it. 
• When it was finished the glory of God filled the holy place, 


so much so that the priests could no longer do their work 
(8:10-11). 


 
When the temple was complete, it was solemnly dedicated to 
God. The ark of the covenant was brought out of the tabernacle 
and installed within the holy of holies in the temple. When the 
priests pulled out the staves by which the ark was carried for the 
last time and came out from the holy place after installing the ark 
in the holy of holies, a cloud of glory from the Lord suddenly 
filled the temple, and when Solomon saw this evidence of God's 
immediate presence with his people, he was overwhelmed with 
joy and arose to bless the people (8:15-21). 
 
Then kneeling (v. 54) before the altar of burnt offering and 
raising his outstretched hands, Solomon uttered a tremendous, 
instructive prayer of dedication, recognizing the faithfulness of 
God and the peril of departing from his ways (vv. 22-53). His 
understanding of God's infinite greatness, majesty and glory was 
manifest in his words, "Behold, heaven and the highest heaven 
cannot contain Thee, how much less this house that I have 
builded" (8:27). Then he outlined the many circumstances by 
which the people might be caused to turn away from the Lord 
and the method by which they might recover as they turned again 
to God in repentance, looking to Christ who was symbolized by 
the ark and mercy seat in the temple. 
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When Solomon arose from prayer he pronounced another 
blessing upon the people and offered thousands of sacrifices 
(8:54-64). At the close of the day, the joyful people returned to 
their homes. Never was there a greater day in the history of 
Israel. 
 
The Lord appeared again to Solomon in a dream (9:2-9) and 
assured him that his prayer had been heard. He assured Solomon 
that his promises to David his father were renewed to him, upon 
the condition that he and his descendants walked before the Lord 
God in faithful obedience. If they failed to do so, the temple 
would be torn down and the people would be driven from the 
land and become a byword and a proverb among the nations. 
Indeed, that is exactly what happened. 
 
Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth in riches, and in 
wisdom. He made silver to be as gravel stones in the street 
(11:23, 27). He was truly a remarkable type of Christ our King. 
 
THE QUEEN OF SHEBA 
 
Chapter ten records the famous, beautiful story of the Queen of 
Sheba coming to Jerusalem to meet Solomon. “Behold, a greater 
than Solomon is here!” What a picture this is of a sinner coming 
to Christ. 
 
• She heard of Solomon’s greatness. 
• She came to him from a country far away. We “who were 


sometimes far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” 
• She communed with him of all that was in her heart and 


proved him with many questions. 
• Solomon told her everything she wanted to know and gave 


her all her desire, according to his royal bounty! 
• There was no more spirit in her. 
• When she had seen all, she said… 
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(1 Kings 10:7-9)  "Howbeit I believed not the words, until I 
came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not 
told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I 
heard. (8) Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, 
which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. 
(9) Blessed be the LORD thy God, which delighted in thee, to set 
thee on the throne of Israel: because the LORD loved Israel for 
ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and justice." 
 
The gospel of Christ is that true report of the grace and glory of 
God, which we heard in the land of our alienation from God. It 
was by the hearing of the gospel that we were brought to Christ. 
By the glad tidings of the gospel Christ was revealed in us and 
we were granted life and faith in him by the grace of God (Rom. 
10:17; 1 Pet. 1:23-25). Like Solomon, our Savior has granted us 
all that we could desire and has given all the fulness of his royal 
bounty “according to his riches in glory.” 
 
SOLOMON’S GREAT FAILURE 
 
Solomon was a great king. He was a great man, a man in whom 
God had put his grace, upon whom the Lord God poured out his 
Spirit. He was, as we have seen, a great type of Christ, the Prince 
of Peace. But Solomon was only a man, no more. He was a 
sinner saved by grace. But he was still a sinner. 
 
• Solomon went down to Egypt for help. He made a league 


with Pharaoh. 
• He took Pharaoh’s daughter to be his wife. 
• He multiplied horses. 
• He multiplied wives. 
• His wives turned his heart to serve other gods. 
• Therefore the Lord God divided the kingdom, and constantly 


increasing wars between Israel and Judah ensued. Idolatry 
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became rampant. Moral degeneracy followed. Homosexual 
prostitutes were advanced in the land! 


 
(1 Kings 11:11)  "Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, 
Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my 
covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will 
surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy 
servant." 
 
The Lord appeared to Solomon a third time to announce to 
him that the kingdom would be torn from him and given to 
another. Yet for David's sake it would occur after Solomon died, 
during the lifetime of Solomon's son. Immediately, adversaries 
began rising up against Solomon, including Hadad the Edomite 
on the south, Rezon in the land of Syria on the north, and from 
within the kingdom itself, Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an 
Ephraimite who lifted up his hand against the king. 
 
Ahijah the prophet was sent by God to meet Jeroboam outside 
of Jerusalem. Ahijah took off his new garment and tore it into 
twelve pieces. He handed ten pieces to Jeroboam, symbolizing 
that he would be given ten of Israel’s twelve tribes. Only two 
tribes (Judah and Benjamin) would remain with the house of 
David. 
 
God’s promised blessing to David was extended to Jeroboam, 
too, upon condition of obedience. If he would walk in David’s 
ways, believing God, he would have David’s mercies. When 
Solomon heard of this he tried to kill Jeroboam, but he fled into 
Egypt and stayed there until Solomon died. 
 
After forty years of unparalleled magnificence and prosperity, 
Solomon died and was buried in the city of David, his father. 
What a sad, tragic end to a life that had begun with great promise 
and possibility! 
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A DIVIDED KINGDOM 
 
Solomon, by his disobedience, (Yes, by the disobedience of an 
obedient, believing, faithful man!), brought the kingdom into a 
division from which it never recovered. He stands as a beacon to 
warn us of the sure, far reaching, and long lasting consequences 
of disobedience. 
 
When Solomon's son, Rehoboam, came to Shechem to be 
anointed king, Jeroboam led the people who had returned from 
Egypt to ask that the new king grant them relief from many of 
the burdens which Solomon had placed upon them. The king sent 
them away for three days and consulted with both the old men 
who advised his father and the young men with whom he grew 
up. With despotic pride he followed the counsel of the young 
men and told the people that their burdens would be increased ( 
12:1-15). The result was widespread revolt. The ten tribes chose 
Jeroboam to be their king, fulfilling God’s word to Solomon. 
 
JEROBOAM 
 
Jeroboam set up his capital at Shechem. Fearing that the people 
might eventually return to the authority of Rehoboam if they 
continued to worship at Jerusalem, he made two golden calves 
and led the northern tribes into idolatry, from which they never 
recovered. He set one of the calves up in Dan in the far north and 
the other at Bethel, at the border with Judah. Calling Israel to 
worship, he said, "Behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee 
up out of the land of Egypt" (v. 28). This was exactly what 
Aaron had done at the foot of Mount Sinai, when he made a calf 
of gold that the people began to worship. They called that calf, 
Jehovah (Ex. 32:5), not openly denying that Jehovah was their 
God, but foolishly misrepresenting him as no more than the gods 
of the nations around. 
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That is exactly what the most deceitful forms of idolatry do 
today. It is but a form of godliness that denies the power of God. 
It retains the words and phrases and the ordinances of the gospel, 
but denies the character of God, representing him as one who is 
pathetically helpless without the aid of men. Every form of 
freewill/works religion that makes the will and work of God 
dependent upon the will or work of man for its efficacy follows 
the deadly sin which Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, introduced to 
the Northern Kingdom. 
 
From this moment on, David and Jeroboam became 
representative of two spiritual principles that are seen 
throughout the rest of the nation’s history. In Judah a good 
king "walked in the ways of David, his father." Every good king 
served the Lord God, tearing down idols, destroying the practice 
of idolatry and establishing the worship of God. In Israel, the 
northern kingdom, the evil kings "walked in all the way of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin wherewith he made 
Israel to sin, to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger with 
their vanities." 
 
It is significant that in Israel, the northern kingdom, there 
was not even one good king. Israel’s throne was occupied by a 
succession of kings who walked in idolatrous way of Jeroboam. 
They frequently gained the throne by murdering their 
predecessor. Yet, God graciously sent prophet after prophet to 
the rebel nation. He who is God indeed is God “who delighteth in 
mercy!” 
 
In Judah there were a few good kings among many who were 
evil, but those good kings, who “walked in the way of David,” 
stand out like lights in the darkness. Among them were Asa, 
Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah and Josiah. 
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When the Lord God sent his prophet to Jeroboam, denouncing 
his wickedness and announcing the immediate overthrow his 
altar, Jeroboam stretched out his hand to order the prophet's 
arrest. When he did his hand withered; and he could not draw it 
back. He begged the prophet to pray for him, and he did. The 
hand was restored; but Jeroboam was yet without repentance 
toward God (13:1-6). 
 
When the prophet left for home, he disobeyed the word of the 
Lord and entered into another prophet's house to eat and drink 
with him after the man lied and told him God had sent him. 
There he was told that he would die as a result of his 
disobedience. On the way home a lion met him and killed him. 
Though no excuse can be made for the lying prophet, there is a 
solemn lesson here that must never be overlooked.—When we 
know what God would have us do, in any circumstance, we must 
not confer with flesh and blood, and we must not be persuaded to 
disobedience, even though an angel from heaven or another 
prophet suggests a change. Learn this, too.—Even faithful 
prophets, like faithful Solomon, are only sinful men at their best. 
 
God’s judgment fell upon Jeroboam, just as the faithful prophet 
had told him it would. Ahijah, the prophet, sent word to 
Jeroboam by his wife that God who had exalted him to power 
and made him king over Israel would, because of his sin, remove 
him from the throne. The sign of it would be the death of his son. 
As Jeroboam's wife brought the news to her husband the child 
died. We know nothing else of Jeroboam’s twenty-two year reign 
of wickedness and idolatry. His son, Nadab, took the throne after 
him. 
 
REHOBOAM 
 
Things were not much better in the southern kingdom of Judah, 
where Rehoboam reigned (14:21). His seventeen year reign was 







Through The Bible Series—1 KINGS 
 


16 


also characterized by the introduction of idolatry and the 
reappearance of homosexual prostitutes within the land. God sent 
the king of Egypt to invade the land in judgment. He took all the 
treasures of gold out of the temple and the king's palace. Bronze 
shields and vessels replaced them to remind the king of the 
deterioration of the worship in the land. War raged continually 
between Rehoboam and Jeroboam, and ultimately it is recorded 
that Rehoboam, too, slept with his fathers and was buried in the 
city of David. 
 
ASA 
 
Abijam, his son, reigned in Rehoboam’s stead. But he only 
reigned for three years, before he died. Then one of the good 
kings, Asa, began a forty-one year reign. Asa eliminated 
homosexuality in the land and destroyed the idols. He even 
destroyed his own mother’s gods and removed her from the 
office of queen because of her idolatry (15:9-13). Without 
question, Asa’s bold zeal for God and his people preserved 
Judah, for the time, from the decay and corruption, which was 
rampant in Israel. 
 
Israel suffered continually under the rule of wicked, idolatrous 
kings who “walked in the way of Jeroboam." When Ahab, the 
vilest of them all, ascended the throne, with his even more vile 
wife, Jezebel, God sent a prophet whose name rings through 
history as a prototype of John the Baptist—Elijah. 
 
GOD’S FAITHFULNESS 
 
All mere men fail in many ways. But man’s failure never 
nullifies God’s purpose or prevents his faithfulness. He is ever 
on his throne, unceasing in goodness, unfailing in faithfulness, 
and unchanging in his purpose. Solomon failed; but God 
intervened in mercy. 
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By taking Jezebel, the daughter of the king of Sidon, as his wife 
Ahab brought the worship of Baal into Israel. "Ahab made a 
grove; and Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel to 
anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him" (16:33). 
Yet, where sin abounded grace abounded more. 
 
• Elijah appears on the scene, as out of nowhere (chap. 17). 
 
The next four chapters (17-20) describe the constant, faithful, 
unflinching boldness of God’s prophet, Elijah and the constant, 
stubborn rebellion of Ahab in his defiance of God’s right to be 
God.  
 
We know nothing about Elijah’s previous life, except the fact 
that he came out of Gilead. He suddenly appeared on the scene 
and confronted Ahab with an announcement of divine judgment. 
He told Ahab that it there would be neither dew nor rain for three 
years; and that when the rain did come it would only be by his 
word, as the prophet of God (17:1). 
 
A CHOSEN GENTILE 
 
Severe drought began immediately. The Lord sent Elijah to the 
brook Cherith where he was miraculously fed by ravens and 
protected from the fury of Ahab and Jezebel. Then God sent him 
to Zerephath on the coast of Sidon, where he lived with a widow 
and her son. 
 
The Lord Jesus holds this woman before us as a monument of 
God’s unalterable purpose and method of grace (Luke 4:24-26). 
Ahab and all of Israel forsook the Lord God for idols; but God’s 
purpose of grace was unaltered. This poor, Gentile widow was 
one of God’s elect who must be called. So God sent his prophet 
to her, confronted her with the claims of Christ as her Lord, and 
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she surrendered all to him (17:13-14). But she lost nothing by 
giving up her life to Christ. Rather she was constantly supplied 
with all her need (17:15-16). Even when it appeared that she 
would lose her only son, he was raised to life by the power of 
God (17:17-24). And through this dear, elect lady God’s prophet 
and God’s cause were maintained in the world. 
 
What a picture this is of God’s saving purpose of grace! 
 
• When the Jews despised Christ and rejected God’s revelation 


of his grace in him, God sent the gospel to the Gentiles. 
• By the preaching of the gospel the Lord God is calling out his 


elect from among the Gentles. 
• Bowing to Christ, trusting him, we find in him a constantly 


supply of all our souls’ needs, even in this desolate world. 
• And now, through chosen Gentiles, the purpose and cause of 


our great God is maintained in this world (Rom. 3:3-4). 
 
• Elijah and the prophets of Baal (chap. 18). 
 
After three years Elijah was sent back to confront Ahab, who had 
been looking for Elijah for three years, wanting to kill him, came 
out to meet him. 
 
(1 Kings 18:17-18)  "And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, 
that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? (18) 
And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy 
father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the 
LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim." 
 
Elijah then challenged Ahab to gather all the prophets of Baal on  
Mount Carmel. There he would show Ahab and all Israel that 
Jehovah alone is God. Then we have that story that is so familiar. 
It is a story full of drama, majesty and instruction. 
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On one side are four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and four 
hundred prophets of the groves. On the other side Elijah stands 
alone, crying out, "How long halt ye between two opinions? If 
the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, follow him" (v. 21). 
Elijah mocked the prophets and mocked their helpless, useless 
god, as they vainly cried out for Baal to descend and burn up the 
sacrifice that waited on the altar. Elijah mocked them by 
suggesting that perhaps their dumb idol was asleep, or had gone 
on a journey, or even had gone to find a bathroom to relieve 
himself. 
 
Then, it was Elijah's turn. After drenching his sacrifice with 
water he prayed and God answered by fire from heaven, 
devouring the sacrifice and licking up the water. Elijah’s prayer 
was very short, but remarkably instructive. 
 
(1 Kings 18:36-39)  "And it came to pass at the time of the 
offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came 
near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it 
be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy 
servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. (37) 
Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou 
art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back 
again. (38) Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the 
burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and 
licked up the water that was in the trench. (39) And when all the 
people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, 
he is the God; the LORD, he is the God." 
 
When it was proved that the prophets of Baal were false 
prophets, they were put to death. Then, in answer to the prayer of 
Elijah, the rain, which had not fallen for three years, now came in 
great torrents. 
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• The Lord kept his Word and preserved his kingdom, in spite 
of everything! 


 
When her prophets were slain and her gods were proved to be 
nothing but useless idols, Jezebel was enraged. She threatened 
Elijah with immediate death (19:2). Then, Elijah too proved 
himself to be nothing more than a man. He was God’s true 
prophet; but, like all God’s servants, he was only a sinner saved 
by grace. 
 
That bold, lion-hearted man, who was so courageous and 
triumphant on Mount Carmel, in the face of eight hundred and 
fifty false prophets, fled in fear before a single woman. Still, the 
Lord God graciously met his needs, encouraged his faith, upheld 
him in grace, made himself known to him anew, and used him as 
his prophet. Even when we believe not, “he abideth faithful.” 
 
Being assured that there were yet seven thousand in Israel who 
had not bowed the knee to Baal, Elijah was then sent to anoint 
Hazael to be king of Syria, Jehu to be king of Israel, and Elisha 
to be prophet in his own place (vv. 9-18). The obedient prophet 
returned to the land and, finding Elisha plowing with oxen, cast 
his mantle upon him. After offering a sacrifice, Elisha took up 
his new role as servant to the old prophet. 
 
The Lord God protected Israel from Ben-hadad and the Syrians 
(chap. 20), but sent a prophet to Ahab to announce his doom. 
Ahab returned to his house, "sullen and vexed" (20:43). 
 
The selfish, self-serving king of Israel coveted the vineyard of 
his neighbor, Naboth. When Naboth refused to sell it to him, 
Jezebel, steal the vineyard for her sulking husband. This base 
idolater falsely accused Naboth of cursing both God and the king 
and had him killed. Persecutors never lack for imagination in the 
appearance of justifying their villainous deeds 
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But when Ahab went to take possession Naboth’s vineyard 
Elijah confronted him again, with all the boldness he had in days 
gone by.  When Ahab heard God’s message, he showed great 
outward signs of repentance before the Lord; but. Though it was 
only an outward show of repentance, God promised not to take 
the kingdom from his house until after he was (21:29). 
 
The final chapter in both Ahab's life and the Book of I Kings is 
about Jehoshaphat’s alliance with Ahab. Ahab the king of Israel, 
wanted Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, to go to war with him 
against Syria. The two kings, sought the will of God by the 
counsel of four hundred false prophets who cowered before 
Ahab. The hireling prophets told them what Ahab wanted to 
hear, and assured them of victory. But Jehoshaphat insisted upon 
consulting Micaiah, a true prophet of God. Micaiah, being a 
faithful prophet, told them the mind of God and prophesied that 
Ahab would be killed in the battle. 
 
(1 Kings 22:34)  "And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, 
and smote the king of Israel between the joints of the harness: 
wherefore he said unto the driver of his chariot, Turn thine hand, 
and carry me out of the host; for I am wounded." 
 
 
True to his cowardly character, Ahab placed Jehoshaphat in a 
conspicuous place during the battle, hoping that the Syrians 
would mistake Jehosaphat for himself and be killed. But "a 
certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote the king of 
Israel between the joints of the harness.” (Our God is the God of 
circumstances. There are no accidents in his world.) Ahab's body 
was brought Samaria and the dogs licked up his blood from the 
chariot according to the word of God. The final account of 1 
Kings briefly summarizes the reign of Jehoshaphat of Judah, who 
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walked in the good way of his father Asa. This story is picked up 
and continued in the second book of Kings. 
 
ELISHA’S CALL (chap. 19). 
 
But there is one other event, recorded in chapter nineteen, that 
must not be overlooked. Here we have the record of Elisha’s call. 
Elisha’s ministry was a source of healing and of blessing. In that 
he was typical of Christ. 
 
• Elijah passed by him. 
 
As he was plowing his fields with his servants, he saw the 
outlawed prophet of Gilead coming toward him. 
 
• Elijah cast his mantle upon him. 
 
Passing by him, Elijah cast his mantle upon Elisha. Elisha knew 
the meaning of this sign. Though he was a very wealthy man, he 
had now been called of God to be Elijah’s servant, to follow him, 
minister to him in lowliness and humility, and perhaps even to 
die with him. Immediate decisiveness was demanded. Elisha 
immediately counted the cost and made his choice. 
 
• After seeking Elijah’s permission, he kissed his parents good 


bye, burned his oxen, gave everything away, and followed the 
Lord, serving his prophet Elijah, totally abandoning his 
former life. 


 
That is exactly what happens when the Lord Jesus Christ, our 
God and Savior, passes by chosen, redeemed sinners and casts 
upon them the skirt of his righteousness, calling them to life and 
faith. The sinner called by grace willingly forsakes all and 
follows Christ (Luke 14:25-33). 
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And that is exactly what happens when the Lord God calls a man 
to preach the gospel. The man called of God to the work of the 
gospel confers not with flesh and blood, but willingly forsakes 
all for Christ, that he may give himself to the most noble of all 
callings. 
 
(Proverbs 4:23)  "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it 
are the issues of life." 








Sermon #431       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:   JOHN ― Christ the Son of God 
 Text:   John 20:30-31 
 Introduction: 
 
The apostle John tells us exactly what his purpose was in 
writing his gospel narrative (20:30-31). 
 
(John 20:30-31)  “And many other signs truly did Jesus 
in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book: (31) But these are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his name.” 
 
John’s purpose was not to tell us everything our Savior 
did and said while he was on the earth, but to show us 
who he is, that “we might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing, we might 
have life through his name.” 
 
There is one word used throughout these 21 chapters. 
The word is the key to all things spiritual, the key to 
spiritual life, spiritual knowledge, and spiritual 
understanding. The word is “believe.” John uses it 98 
times in this Gospel. His intention is that “we might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing, we might have life through his name.” May 
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the God of all grace give us grace to go on believing 
“that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.”  
 
DIFFERENCE 
 
John wrote his Gospel to show us that Jesus of Nazareth 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and he begins his message 
by stating that fact clearly, emphatically and beautifully 
(1:1-2). 
 
(John 1:1-2)  “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. (2) The 
same was in the beginning with God.” 
 
Matthew, Mark and Luke are called “The Synoptic 
Gospels” because they each give us an orderly, well-
arranged narrative of our Savior’s earthly life and 
ministry, describing (for the most part) the same events 
in different ways and for different purposes. 
 
John’s Gospel is different. It was written much later than 
the other three. In the Gospel of John we are given the 
inspired reflections of an old man who had faithfully 
served the Son of God many, many years. With one foot 
in heaven, he tells us of his all-glorious Christ, the Son 
of God, that we might believe him. 
 
John’s Gospel is neither a historical biography nor a 
theological textbook. Rather, what we have here is the 
loving adoration of a saved sinner for his great Savior, 
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describing the greatness, grace, and glory of the Son of 
God as he had experienced it. 
 
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES 
 
There are several things that stand out as distinctive 
features of John’s Gospel. Unlike Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, John does not mention any of our Lord’s parables. 
Yet, he was inspired to describe miracles not recorded 
by the other writers. John alone tells us about… 
• The Lord Jesus turning water into wine at the 


marriage feast in Cana (2:1-11), 
• The healing of the nobleman’s son (4:46-54), 
• The healing of the lame man at the Pool of Bethesda 


(5:1-9), 
• The feeding of the 5,000 (6:1-14), 
• The Lord Jesus coming to his disciples walking 


across the stormy sea (6:15-21), 
• The healing of the man born blind (9:1-7), 
• And the resurrection of Lazarus (11:38-44). 
 
The miracles described by John seem to have been 
specifically intended to lay the foundation for something 
our Lord was about to teach. When the Master was about 
to teach some great truth, he performed a miracle to 
illustrate what he was about to say. He had a way of 
getting people’s attention. 
 
1. Just before he drove the money changers out of the 


temple and told how that he was about to build a 
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greater, more glorious Temple by his death and 
resurrection, our Savior turned water into wine. 


 
(John 2:11)  “This beginning of miracles did Jesus in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his 
disciples believed on him.” 
 
2. Just before declaring himself to be the Son of God, 


into whose hands the Father has committed all things 
in chapter 5, our Lord healed the nobleman’s son and 
the impotent man. 


 
3. Just before telling us that he is the Bread of Life in 


chapter 6, our Savior fed 5,000 men with five loaves 
of bread and two small fish. 


 
4. The Lord Jesus came walking across the stormy sea, 


showing his dominion over all things, teaching us to 
trust him, just before his disciples saw the multitudes 
abandon him because of the gospel he preached 
(chap. 6). 


 
5. In John 8:12 our Savior declared, “I am the light of 


the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life.” Then, in 
chapter 9, he healed the man who was born blind and 
said, “I am the light of the world.” 


 
6. After declaring to Martha, “I am the resurrection and 


the life” (11:25), the Master went out to the tomb and 
raised Lazarus from the dead. 
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“I AM” 
 
Another distinctive feature of John’s Gospel is the fact 
that he alone gives us the seven “I AM” sayings of 
Christ. Seven times the Lord says, “I am.” These sayings 
are very precious and give us a delightful, instructive 
picture of our Redeemer.  
 
“I AM” is the name by which the Lord God revealed 
himself to Moses in Exodus 3:13-14. 
 
(Exo 3:13-14)  "And Moses said unto God, Behold, 
when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say 
unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto 
you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what 
shall I say unto them? (14) And God said unto Moses, I 
AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto 
the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you." 
 
1. "I am the bread of life" (6:35). ― If we would live we 


must eat this Bread. 
2. "I am the light of the world" (8:12). ― If we would 


see we must have this Light. 
3. "I am the door of the sheep" (10:7). ― If we would 


enter into life we must enter by this Door. 
4. "I am the good shepherd" (10:11). ― If we are saved 


we must be saved by this Shepherd. 
5. "I am the resurrection and the life" (11:25). ― If we 


would be partakers of resurrection glory and eternal 
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life, he who is the Resurrection and the Life must be 
ours. We must trust him. 


6. "I am the way, and the truth, and the life" (14:6). ― If 
we would have eternal life we must be in the Way, 
know the Truth, and be given the Life. 


7. "I am the true vine" (15:1). ― If we would bring forth 
fruit unto God we must be grafted into this Vine. 


 
The fact that the Lord Jesus used this name to described 
himself is very significant. Our Lord’s use of them 
enraged the Jews because they understood exactly what 
he meant by them. ― He was saying, “I am the eternal 
God, Jehovah, the Redeemer and Deliverer. I am 
everything, for I am God.” Using these two words, “I 
AM,” with reference to himself identified him as the 
covenant God of Israel. Liberals and religious infidels 
today may not recognize that fact; but the Jews who 
heard the Master understood him perfectly (John 8:58-
59; 10:31-33). 
 
(John 8:58-59)  "Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. (59) Then 
took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, 
and went out of the temple, going through the midst of 
them, and so passed by." 
 
(John 10:31-33)  "Then the Jews took up stones again to 
stone him. (32) Jesus answered them, Many good works 
have I showed you from my Father; for which of those 
works do ye stone me? (33) The Jews answered him, 
saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for 
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blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest 
thyself God." 
 
THE HOUR 
 
John also gives a distinct emphasis to the fact that the 
Lord Jesus spoke of a specific time and hour for which 
he came into the world (2:4; 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20; 12:23, 27-
28; 13:1; 17:1). 
 
(John 2:4)  "Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to 
do with thee? mine hour is not yet come." 
 
(John 7:6)  "Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not 
yet come: but your time is alway ready." 
 
(John 7:8)  "Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet 
unto this feast: for my time is not yet full come." 
 
(John 7:30)  "Then they sought to take him: but no man 
laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come." 
 
(John 8:20)  "These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as 
he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; 
for his hour was not yet come." 
 
(John 12:23)  "And Jesus answered them, saying, The 
hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified." 
 
(John 12:27-28)  "Now is my soul troubled; and what 
shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this 
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cause came I unto this hour. (28) Father, glorify thy 
name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I 
have both glorified it, and will glorify it again." 
 
(John 13:1)  "Now before the feast of the passover, when 
Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart 
out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own 
which were in the world, he loved them unto the end." 
 
(John 17:1)  "These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his 
eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; 
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:" 
 
DIVISIONS 
 
In chapters 1-12 John tells us who Christ is, giving 
highlights of his life and ministry during the three years 
of public, earthly ministry. In chapters 13-21 the apostle 
gives an account (an account none could give except a 
tender-hearted old man, full of love for Christ) of our 
Lord’s last night upon the earth, his death as our 
Substitute, and his resurrection. 
 
CHRIST OUR GOD 
 
That Man Luke described, the Servant Mark portrayed, 
and the King Matthew declared, Jesus of Nazareth, is 
himself the Christ, the Son of God, our eternal God and 
Savior. That is what John asserts with utter dogmatism 
in chapter 1. John declares that this man is… 
• The Word who is God (v. 1), 







Through The Bible Series—JOHN 
 


9 


 
(John 1:1)  "In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God." 
 
• The second person of the holy trinity, altogether equal 


with the Father (v. 2), 
 
(John 1:2)  "The same was in the beginning with God." 
 
• The Creator of all things (v. 3), 
 
• And the incarnate God our Savior (vv. 10-18, 29). 
 
(John 1:14)  "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth." 
 
(John 1:18)  "No man hath seen God at any time; the 
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath declared him." 
 
(John 1:29)  "The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto 
him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world." 
 
BEST THINGS LAST 
 
In chapter 2, when our Lord turned the water into wine 
and began to show forth his glory, the governor of the 
feast said to the bridegroom, “Every man at the 
beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have 
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well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept 
the good wine until now” (v. 10). That is exactly what 
our Savior does in his wondrous works of grace. He 
saves the best wine until the last (1 Cor. 2:9). 
 
(1 Cor 2:9)  "But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love him." 
 
THE NEW BIRTH 
 
In the first chapter we are told that sinners are made to 
be the sons of God and are born again by the will of God 
alone (11-13). 
 
(John 1:11-13)  "He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. (12) But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: (13) Which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God." 
 
In chapter 3 we have our Lord’s discourse on the new 
birth with Nicodemus. Here, he shows us both the nature 
and necessity of the new birth. Until a person is born 
again he can neither see nor enter into the kingdom of 
God (vv. 3, 5). And this new birth is altogether the work 
of God the Holy Spirit sovereignly giving life and faith 
to whom he will (v. 8). Then, the Master told Nicodemus 
that the only way any sinner can live before God, the 
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only way we can be saved is by trusting him as our sin-
atoning Substitute (vv. 14-18).  
 
(John 3:14-18)  "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted 
up: (15) That whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. (16) For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. (17) For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved. (18) He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God." 
 
All grace, all salvation, all life, all hope is in Christ. 
Do you believe on the Son of God? Do you trust Christ 
alone as your Savior? That is the one thing that must be 
settled. To believe Christ is to have life. To abide in 
unbelief is to abide in death, under the wrath of God. 
That was John the Baptist’s message and that is the 
message of God’s preachers in every age and place (vv. 
35-36). 
 
(John 3:35-36)  "The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand. (36) He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him." 
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THE SAMARITAN WOMAN 
 
In chapter 4 John gives us a tremendous picture of God’s 
grace. Our Lord Jesus “must needs go through Samaria” 
because there was an elect sinner there for whom the 
time of love had come. 
• Grace chose her. 
• Grace marked the place at which grace would be 


given. 
• Grace brought the Samaritan woman to the appointed 


place at the time of love. 
• Grace brought Christ to the sinner. 
• Grace brought the sinner to Christ and gave her faith. 
 
THE IMPOTENT MAN 
 
In chapter 5 our Savior came to the Pool of Bethesda. 
There were around the pool many who were impotent, 
blind, halt, and withered. But the sovereign Savior came 
there to show mercy to one, certain man, a certain 
chosen sinner who had been impotent for 38 years. “And 
immediately the man was made whole” (v. 9). 
 
That is another picture of God’s saving grace. It is 
sovereign, distinguishing, effectual grace. Spiritually, 
God’s elect are totally impotent. We could never be 
saved if any part of salvation depended on us. But that is 
not the case. The Lord Jesus saves poor, impotent 
sinners by his own almighty arm of omnipotent mercy 
(Eph. 2:1-5). 







Through The Bible Series—JOHN 
 


13 


 
WITNESS TO CHRIST 
 
In the second half of chapter 5 our Lord Jesus shows 
himself to be the Christ by numerous witnesses. As we 
read these verses and others like them (10:16-18), we 
must not imagine that our Lord is declaring anything that 
might suggest him being inferior to the Father. Rather, 
our Lord is declaring his voluntary subjection to the will 
of his Father (Isa. 50:5-7) as our Mediator and Surety 
(19-31). 
 
(John 5:19-31)  "Then answered Jesus and said unto 
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do 
nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for 
what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son 
likewise. (20) For the Father loveth the Son, and 
showeth him all things that himself doeth: and he will 
show him greater works than these, that ye may marvel. 
(21) For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and 
quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he 
will. (22) For the Father judgeth no man, but hath 
committed all judgment unto the Son: (23) That all men 
should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. 
He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father 
which hath sent him. (24) Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. (25) 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
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God: and they that hear shall live. (26) For as the Father 
hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have 
life in himself; (27) And hath given him authority to 
execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. 
(28) Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, (29) 
And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation. (30) I can of mine own 
self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is 
just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of 
the Father which hath sent me. (31) If I bear witness of 
myself, my witness is not true." 
 
• John the Baptist bore witness to him as the Christ, the 


Lamb of God, the eternal Savior (vv. 33-35). 
• His own works bear witness that he is the Christ, the 


Son of God, our Savior (v. 36). ― His Miracles! ― 
His Satisfaction! ― The Rent Veil! 


• The Father bore witness to Christ (v. 37 ― At His 
Baptism ― At His Transfiguration), trusting him as 
our Surety (Eph. 1:12), putting all things in his hands 
as the Son of man (v. 27), and giving him all pre-
eminence (Col. 1:18; Phil. 2:8-11). 


• The Book of God bears witness to him, that he is 
indeed the Christ (vv. 37-39). 


 
(John 5:37-39)  "And the Father himself, which hath sent 
me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his 
voice at any time, nor seen his shape. (38) And ye have 
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not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him 
ye believe not. (39) Search the scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify 
of me." 
 
• Moses (vv. 46-47), in all the books of the law, bore 


witness to him typically and prophetically and by the 
veil being rent when he had fulfilled the whole law, 
satisfying the wrath and justice of God as our 
Representative. 


 
(John 5:46-47)  "For had ye believed Moses, ye would 
have believed me: for he wrote of me. (47) But if ye 
believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my 
words?" 
 
THE OFFENCE OF THE GOSPEL 
 
Multitudes followed our Savior, not because they were 
converted by his grace, but because they had eaten the 
loaves and fish. They were religious because they found 
religion profitable. They followed Christ outwardly, 
because of what the gained by doing so. But then, our 
Lord preached a message that offended the crowd. We 
read in John 6:6 ― "From that time many of his 
disciples went back, and walked no more with him." 
What did he preach? What was it that so greatly 
offended the multitudes? It was the message of God’s 
free, sovereign, saving grace, the same message that 
offends lost religious crowds throughout the world 
today. It was the declaration that… 
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• Salvation is by the will of God alone (vv. 37-40). 
 
(John 6:39-40)  "And this is the Father's will which hath 
sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. (40) 
And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one 
which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day." 
 
• Fallen man’s natural, total depravity makes salvation 


by the will of man impossible (v. 44). 
 
(John 6:44)  "No man can come to me, except the Father 
which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day." 
 
• Salvation is altogether the work of God’s free, 


sovereign, irresistible grace (v. 45). 
 
(John 6:45)  "It is written in the prophets, And they shall 
be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath 
heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me." 
 
• This salvation can be possessed only by faith in 


Christ, eating his flesh and drinking his blood, 
trusting his righteousness and his atonement as our 
only ground of acceptance with God (vv. 47-58). 
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(John 6:47)  "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
believeth on me hath everlasting life." 
 
• This salvation was obtained by Christ laying down his 


life for chosen sinners scattered throughout the world 
(v. 51). 


 
(John 6:59-66)  "These things said he in the synagogue, 
as he taught in Capernaum. (60) Many therefore of his 
disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard 
saying; who can hear it? (61) When Jesus knew in 
himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto 
them, Doth this offend you? (62) What and if ye shall 
see the Son of man ascend up where he was before? (63) 
It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth 
nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life. (64) But there are some of you that 
believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who 
they were that believed not, and who should betray him. 
(65) And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man 
can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my 
Father. (66) From that time many of his disciples went 
back, and walked no more with him." 
 
These were the same people who sought just a short 
while earlier, to take him by force and make him a king 
(6:15). 
 
“IF ANY MAN THIRST” 
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In the seventh chapter “the Jews’ feast of tabernacles 
was at hand.” His brethren tried to get the Lord to go up 
to the feast, to show himself to the world, but he refused. 
Later, he went up to the feast privately. Then, on the last 
day of the feast, as our Master beheld the multitudes 
going home from their empty, meaningless religious 
ritual, he proclaimed a great, gracious, magnanimous 
invitation to needy souls that is echoed around the world 
to this day, wherever the gospel is preached (vv. 37-38). 
 
(John 7:37-38)  "In the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me, and drink. (38) He that believeth on 
me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water." 
 
THE ADULTEROUS WOMAN 
 
The eighth chapter opens (vv. 1-11) with a tremendous 
picture of redemption and grace in Christ. A woman 
taken in adultery, scorned by men and condemned by 
God’s holy law, is freely and fully forgiven of all sin by 
the Son of God who stooped to the earth and rose again. 
 
DISCIPLES INDEED 
 
Beginning in verse 31 of chapter 8 our Lord gives us 
four unmistakable marks by which true disciples, true 
children of Abraham are identified in this world. 
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1. They do the works of Abraham (v. 39). That is to say, 
they believe God. 


2. True disciples love Christ (v. 42). 
3. They receive, bow to, and believe God’s Word (v. 


47). 
4. They keep Christ’s doctrine (v. 51). They continue in 


his Word (v. 31) and holdfast the gospel. 
 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
 
In the 9th chapter our Lord healed a man who was born 
blind. Because of the goodness of God he experienced, 
the Jews churched him. They kicked him out of their 
church because the Son of God gave him sight. When 
they did, the Lord Jesus took him into his arms and into 
the sheepfold of his grace. Then, John gives us our 
Savior’s great discourse on the Good Shepherd (chap. 
10). 
• Christ is the Good Shepherd. 
• He has some sheep. 
• He voluntarily laid down his life for his sheep. 
• He calls his sheep by name. 
• He must and shall save his sheep. He gives his sheep 


eternal life. 
• His sheep shall never perish! 
 
LAZARUS 
 
The 11th chapter tells us about Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus, our Lord’s beloved friends, the sickness and 
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death of Lazarus by the will of God and for the glory of 
God. Then, we see the Son of God raise Lazarus from 
the dead by the Word of his omnipotence. What a 
picture this is of God’s saving operations of grace! 
 
• Like Lazarus, I was dead. 
• Like Lazarus, the Lord Jesus loved me. 
• He came to where I was. 
• He called me by name. 
• I came forth to him. 
• And he set me free. 
 
Chapter 12 opens with our Lord in the home of his 
friends Martha, Mary and Lazarus again. Mary anoints 
him for his burial. As he sets his face toward Calvary, 
our Lord declares that which he would there accomplish 
by the sacrifice of himself (vv. 31-33). 
 
(John 12:31-33)  "Now is the judgment of this world: 
now shall the prince of this world be cast out. (32) And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me. (33) This he said, signifying what death he should 
die." 
 
FOOT WASHING 
 
Chapter 13 begins the second section of John’s Gospel. 
Everything, from here through the end of chapter 19 
took place in the last hours of our Savior’s earthly life. 
In chapter 13 he gives us an example of how we ought to 
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love one another, by washing his disciples’ feet. He did 
not do this to establish foot washing as a church 
ordinance, but to show us how to love one another. Love 
involves action, not sentimental words. Love bows low 
and gladly performs the most menial task for the sheer 
comfort of its object. 
 
(John 13:35)  "By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another." 
 
Then our Lord told Peter how that he would deny him 
three times before the morning sun arose. Immediately 
after that, we read those sweet, sweet words of comfort 
and assurance in John 14:1-3. 
 
(John 13:36-38)  "Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, 
whither goest thou? Jesus answered him, Whither I go, 
thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow me 
afterwards. (37) Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I 
follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thy sake. 
(38) Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for 
my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall 
not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice." 
 
(John 14:1-3)  "Let not your heart be troubled: ye 
believe in God, believe also in me. (2) In my Father's 
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. (3) And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also." 
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COMFORT 
 
Chapters 14, 15 and 16 are filled with words of tender 
comfort and instruction for God’s people in this world in 
which we must endure constant sorrow and tribulation. 
 
(John 16:33)  "These things I have spoken unto you, that 
in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have 
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world." 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Then, in chapter 17, John gives us the Lord’s great, high 
priestly prayer for us, in which he prays not for the 
world but for his elect, asking his Father to keep us 
throughout our days on earth, through all our 
tribulations, and then to bring us safe to glory. 
 
(John 17:22-26)  "And the glory which thou gavest me I 
have given them; that they may be one, even as we are 
one: (23) I in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one; and that the world may know that 
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast 
loved me. (24) Father, I will that they also, whom thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may 
behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the world. (25) O 
righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I 
have known thee, and these have known that thou hast 
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sent me. (26) And I have declared unto them thy name, 
and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast 
loved me may be in them, and I in them." 
 
GETHSEMANE 
 
Chapter 18 brings us with our all-glorious Christ into 
Gethsemane. But John leaves out most of he the things 
described by Matthew and Luke. Instead, he tells us of 
our Savior’s care for his disciples when the soldiers 
came to arrest him, emphasizing the fact that he is God 
in total control even over those who arrested him. Here 
again, we have a picture of redemption and grace. 
 
• The Savior takes the initiative. ― “Whom seek ye?” 
• “I AM!” 
• They fell down as dead men. – The law slain! 
• Then, the Master said, “I AM (“He” is in italics.) If 


therefore ye seek me, let these go their way.” Hat is 
exactly what our Savior says to the law of God. 
You can’t have me and my sheep. If you take me, 
you must let my people go free! 


 
“IT IS FINISHED” 
 
In chapter 19 our Savior is crucified. In verse 30, we 
read these great, triumphant words of our victorious 
Redeemer ― “It is finished!” 
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(John 19:30)  "When Jesus therefore had received the 
vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, 
and gave up the ghost." 
 
What was finished? 
• The law. 
• The prophets. 
• The work he came to do.  
• Atonement 
• Righteousness. 
• Judgment. 
• Sin. 
 
RESTORATION 
 
Chapters 20 and 21 tell us about our Lord’s resurrection 
and his appearances to his disciples after the 
resurrection. By his death and resurrection as our 
Substitute, our Lord Jesus reconciled us to our God, 
restored all that we had lost by the sin and fall of our 
father Adam, and restored us entirely to our God. Is it 
not most fitting that John shows us the restoration of his 
fallen disciple in this context? The Lord Jesus came to 
Peter in grace, assuring him of his love and forgiveness, 
and assuring Peter of his love for his Savior. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
(John 21:25)  “And there are also many other things 
which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written 
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every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not 
contain the books that should be written. Amen.” 
 
When John says, “I suppose,” he is still writing by 
inspiration. It is as though the Lord God is telling us, ― 
“You do not know how big My Son is, how great He is. 
If you go into every detail of who He is and what He has 
done the world itself would not hold the books.” There 
could not be a more fitting conclusion of the Gospel of 
the Son of God. 








Sermon #12        Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:      2 KINGS 
     “Where is the God of Elijah?” 
 Text:   2 Kings 17:9-19 
 Subject:  The History of Israel and the Purpose of God 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening— 2003 
 Tape #  X-58a 
 Readings: Rex Bartley and Bobbie Estes 
 Introduction: 
 
2 Kings picks up the history of Israel’s divided kingdom right 
where 1 Kings ended. It is a sad, sad history of man’s rebellion, 
sin and idolatry. 
 
ISRAEL 
 
After Solomon’s death, after the kingdom of Israel was divided, 
the northern kingdom of Israel was ruled for 250 years by 
nineteen different men. All of them were wicked, idolatrous, 
self-serving men. 
 
God sent prophet after prophet to them, cal;ing them to 
repentance. 


• Elijah 
• Elisha 
• Amos 
• Hosea 
• Jonah 


But Israel and her kings followed Baal and the gods of human 
invention. Walking after the lusts of their own hearts, they 
walked in obstinate defiance of God’s right to be God, plunging 
themselves into deeper and deeper moral and spiritual 
degradation. At last, God gave them up! 
 
JUDAH 
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Things were only slightly better in Judah. The southern kingdom 
of Judah survived for 140 years longer than Israel. She had 
twenty different kings, all from the family of David. Most of 
their kings were also wicked men. Few walked in the way of 
David. They wore his name, but knew nothing of his character or 
his God. 
 
After a long history hearing and despising the Word of God 
Israel was taken captive by the Assyrians (ch. 17). 136 years 
later, Judah, following the same path of rebellion, idolatry and 
sin, was taken away in captivity to Babylon. Let’s read the 
reason for their woe together and be warned (17:9-19). 
 
 (2 Kings 17:9-17)  "And the children of Israel did secretly those 
things that were not right against the LORD their God, and they 
built them high places in all their cities, from the tower of the 
watchmen to the fenced city. {10} And they set them up images 
and groves in every high hill, and under every green tree: {11} 
And there they burnt incense in all the high places, as did the 
heathen whom the LORD carried away before them; and 
wrought wicked things to provoke the LORD to anger: {12} For 
they served idols, whereof the LORD had said unto them, Ye 
shall not do this thing. {13} Yet the LORD testified against 
Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all the seers, 
saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my 
commandments and my statutes, according to all the law which I 
commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants 
the prophets. {14} Notwithstanding they would not hear, but 
hardened their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did not 
believe in the LORD their God. {15} And they rejected his 
statutes, and his covenant that he made with their fathers, and his 
testimonies which he testified against them; and they followed 
vanity, and became vain, and went after the heathen that were 
round about them, concerning whom the LORD had charged 
them, that they should not do like them. {16} And they left all the 
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commandments of the LORD their God, and made them molten 
images, even two calves, and made a grove, and worshipped all 
the host of heaven, and served Baal. {17} And they caused their 
sons and their daughters to pass through the fire, and used 
divination and enchantments, and sold themselves to do evil in 
the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger." 
 
Proposition: It is man’s disobedience to the revelation of God 
(the willful, deliberate disobedience of a heart of enmity against 
God) that brings upon men and women the everlasting wrath and 
judgment of God (Pro. 1:23-33; 29:1). 
 
(Proverbs 1:23-33)  "Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour 
out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you. 
{24} Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out 
my hand, and no man regarded; {25} But ye have set at nought 
all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: {26} I also will 
laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; {27} 
When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction 
cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon 
you. {28} Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; 
they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: {29} For that 
they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD: 
{30} They would none of my counsel: they despised all my 
reproof. {31} Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own 
way, and be filled with their own devices. {32} For the turning 
away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools 
shall destroy them. {33} But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall 
dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil." 
 
(Proverbs 29:1)  "He, that being often reproved hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy." 
 
GOD’S PURPOSE OF GRACE 
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Though the Lord God utterly destroyed the northern kingdom 
and swore that he would destroy Judah as well, he preserved a 
remnant, even in judgment, through whom Christ would come 
through the seed of David. He had sworn back in Genesis 49 that 
he would not destroy Judah until Christ had come. So God 
refused to cast them off altogether until after the resurrection of 
Christ. Then, in 70 AD, he destroyed the physical seed of 
Abraham and turn his hand of mercy to the gathering of his elect 
scattered throughout the world (Rom. 11). 
 
(Romans 11:1-5)  "I say then, Hath God cast away his people? 
God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of 
the tribe of Benjamin. {2} God hath not cast away his people 
which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? 
how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying, {3} 
Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine 
altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. {4} But what 
saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself 
seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image 
of Baal. {5} Even so then at this present time also there is a 
remnant according to the election of grace." 
 
(Romans 11:26)  "And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, 
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob:" 
 
(Romans 11:29)  "For the gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance." 
 
(Romans 11:33-36)  "O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding out! {34} For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
{35} Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed 
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unto him again? {36} For of him, and through him, and to him, 
are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen." 
 
THE PROPHETS 
 
Yet, rather than focusing our attention on the wickedness of 
Israel’s kings, throughout these twenty-five chapters, the Holy 
Spirit tells a story of grace and mercy. It is a story that revolves 
around the lives and ministries of faithful prophets. 
 
In addition to Elijah, Elisha, Amos, Hosea, and Jonah, the history 
of Israel and Judah described in 2 Kings, takes in the ministries 
Obadiah, Joel, Isaiah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. 
 
It is true, there were in Judah a few good kings, a few who 
enacted laws for the glory of God and the good of his people, a 
few kings who tore down the groves, the high places, the altars, 
and the images of Baal. 
 
HEZEKIAH 
 
There were a few, like Hezekiah, who did “that which was right 
in the sight of the Lord.” We do not have to guess what is meant 
by those words. 
 
(2 Kings 18:4-7)  "He removed the high places, and brake the 
images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brazen 
serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days the children of 
Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan. {5} He 
trusted in the LORD God of Israel; so that after him was none 
like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before 
him. {6} For he clave to the LORD, and departed not from 
following him, but kept his commandments, which the LORD 
commanded Moses. {7} And the LORD was with him; and he 
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prospered whithersoever he went forth: and he rebelled against 
the king of Assyria, and served him not." 
 
JOSIAH 
 
Many today make much ado about Egypt’s boy king, Tut. But 
Egypt’s king Tut was only a boy pagan, who followed the 
wickedness of his fathers. Judah had a boy king, by the name of 
Josiah, who sttod head and shoulders above his fathers. 
 
(2 Kings 23:25)  "And like unto him was there no king before 
him, that turned to the LORD with all his heart, and with all his 
soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; 
neither after him arose there any like him." 
 


• Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign. 
• When he was eighteen years old, he began to restore the 


house of God. 
• Hilkiah the priest found the Book of God in the ruins of 


the temple. He gave it to Shaphan the scribe. Shaphan read 
to Book to the king. And young King Josiah went to work 
for the glory of God and the good of his people.—
Destroyed Idols!—Executed False Prophets!—Purged the 
Land of Homosexuals!—Put Away the Wizards and 
Witches!—And Kept the Passover! 


 
Still, the story of God’s mercy and grace, the story of God’s 
blessings upon his people always revolves around his prophets, 
those men of God sent to proclaim his Word to his people. 
 
ELIJAH 
 
Elijah was John the Baptist of the Old Testament. As John the 
Baptist was the forerunner of Christ, so God’s prophet’s were 
always the forerunners of either judgment or of mercy. 
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But in the second chapter of 2 Kings, Elijah is distinctly set 
before us as picture of that blessed hope in which we live, 
anxiously awaiting our Lord’s gracious call by which he will 
soon fetch us home. 
 
(2 Kings 2:11-12)  "And it came to pass, as they still went on, 
and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and 
horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up 
by a whirlwind into heaven.—And Elisha saw it!" 
 


• The Believer’s Death—A Translation! 
• The Second Coming and Resurrection Glory! 


 
ELISHA 
 
Elisha had faithfully served Elijah from the time the prophet of 
God had cast his mantle upon him. Now, the old prophet was 
about to go home. So he asked his faithful servant, what he 
wanted. Look at it (2:9-10). 
 
(2 Kings 2:9-10)  "And it came to pass, when they were gone 
over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, 
before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, 
let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. {10} And he said, 
Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I 
am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not 
be so." 
 
Elisha’s request for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit, was not, 
as is commonly thought, a request that he might have twice the 
power and influence as a prophet that Elijah had. That would 
have been an absurd, selfish, ungodly request. 
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The law of God required that the firstborn son receive a double 
portion (Deut. 21:17) of his father’s estate. What Elisha 
requested was that he might be received of God and treated by 
him as Elijah’s firstborn son. Elijah said, “What you have asked 
is a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me in my ascension to 
heaven, you shall have this great boon.—“And Elisha saw it!” 
 
That is exactly what God gives to all his people. He gives all his 
elect the double portion of his Frstborn Son, all the heritage of 
Christ (John 17:22; Isa. 40:1-2)! 
 


• This great inheritance of grace and glory is freely 
bestowed upon every sinner to whom and in whom God 
reveals his Son in his glory. 


• When a sinner receives this great boon of grace, like 
Elisha when he saw Elijah taken up, tears off his own 
clothes, takes up the mantle of Christ’s righteousness, and 
walks with God forever in the power of his resurrection 
(Rom. 6).—This is exactly what we confess in believer’s 
baptism. 


 
WATERS HEALED 
 
As Moses healed the bitter waters of Marah by casting in the tree 
that pictured the cross of Christ, Elisha healed the waters of 
Jericho by casting in salt (2:16-20). Before this, the land of 
Jericho was full of death and barren. Once the waters were 
healed, it was full of life and abounding with fruit. 
 
The salt Elisha cast into the waters represented much the same 
thing as the tree at Marah. You will remember that God required 
Israel, with all their sacrifices to offer salt. His covenant was 
called “a covenant of salt” (Num. 18:19; 2 Chr. 13:5). 
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This is a picture of the gospel and its power in the lives of God’s 
elect. It is the power of God unto salvation. Once the salt of 
covenant grace has been cast into our deadness and barrenness, 
life springs up in our very souls and the Spirit of God, by the 
covenant of salt makes us who were dead in trespasses and sins, 
(utterly useless!), fruitful unto God. 
 
DITCHES 
 
In chapter three the Lord performed a mighty miracle for Israel, 
Judah and Edom, when Moab threatened to destroy them. 
 
(1 Kings 3:16-17)  "Then came there two women, that were 
harlots, unto the king, and stood before him. {17} And the one 
woman said, O my lord, I and this woman dwell in one house; 
and I was delivered of a child with her in the house." 
 
(1 Kings 3:20)  "And she arose at midnight, and took my son 
from beside me, while thine handmaid slept, and laid it in her 
bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom." 
 


• Ditches were cut through all the land by the Word of 
God.—Conviction! 


• Wherever a ditch was cut, the water of life filled the ditch, 
without any effort, or even sound, or even feeling on the 
part of any man. 


• The ditches were filled with water in direct connection 
with the morning sacrifice.—Grace and life come to 
sinners by the power of God, as the result of and only as 
the result of, Christ’s sacrifice! 


 
A POT OF OIL 
 
In chapter four there was a poor prophet’s widow, who was left 
in debt when her husband died. She had two sons and nothing to 
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pay her debt. She was terrified that she and her sons might be 
taken into bondage by their creditor. The Lord God miraculously 
met her need by the power of his grace (4:1-7). 
 


• She had a little oil in her vessel; but the only way she 
could get what she needed was to first have her little bit of 
oil completely poured out.—God only fills empty vessels! 


• Once she emptied her little vessel, she never lacked again! 
 
When we are emptied of self, God the Holy Spirit fills us. He 
brings to our souls all the fullness of Christ (by whom all our 
debt has been paid (A Conscience free of Guilt!), and all our 
needs supplied! 
 
NEW BIRTH 
 
Throughout the Scriptures, the new birth is portrayed as a 
resurrection from the dead (John 11; Eph. 2:4-8; Rev. 20:6). 
Here in 2 Kings 4, we have delightful picture of it in the 
resurrection of the Shunammite’s son. 
 


• This poor woman ran to the man of God with her dead son 
(v. 22).—Run to Christ for mercy for your sons and 
daughters. 


• Elijah sent his servant running to meet her (v. 26). 
• Elisha took the dead boy away to his own private room 


and performed his mighty miracle (vv. 32-37).—He 
prayed for the child (Christ’s Intercession)—He stretched 
himself upon the child (mouth to mouth, eye to eye, hand 
to hand) and gave his life (as it were) to the child! 


 
DEATH IN THE POT 
 
At Gilgal (4:38-41), when men gathered herbs from the cursed 
earth, never suspecting that there might be danger in eating them 
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(“For they knew them not.”), they made a huge pot of pottage for 
the prophets. But there was death in the pot. Elisha cast meal into 
the pot, (Christ the Bread of Life), and there was no longer any 
harm or death in the pot. 
 
In the last verse of chapter four (42-44), Elisha multiplied the 
loaves for the feeding of a multitude. They ate all they wanted, 
and plenty was left over.—God’s free grace in Christ is 
boundless, ever multiplied, fully satisfying, and there is an 
infinite abundance of it forsinners. 
 
NAAMAN 
 
The story of Naaman’s healing is tremoundous and instructive 
(chp. 5). 
 


• A Mighty Man of Wealth and Influence 
• A Captain Among Israel’s Enemies 
• A Leper 
• A Man to Whom God sent a Little Girl who Believed God, 


who gave him a Word of Hope. 
• A Man Whose Path God Crossed—“I thought!” 
• A man Healed By Grace! 


 
AXE HEAD 
 
In chapter six the lost axe head that was made to swim, is a 
picture of our constant need of grace being supplied to usby the 
power and goodness of God. 
 


• Men were working with a borrowed tool.—So are we. 
• They lost the axe head. 
• Elisha made it swim and returned it to them.—“Take not 


thy Holy Spirit from me.—Restore unto e the joy of thy 
salvation.—Quicken me.” 
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CHARIOTS OF FIRE 
 
(6: 16-17)—The calm assurance of God’s presence. 
 
FOUR LEPERS 
 
Chapter 7—Came in Desperation, with no rights and little hope. 
    Found Bread and Life in Syria 
    Brought the News to Israel 
 
THE HEART 
 


• Jehu to Jehonadab (10:15-16)—“Is thine heart right?”—
“Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” 


• “Took him up into his chariot!” 
• “Come with me and see my zeal for the LORD.” 


 
As Gehazi, Elisha’s servant was commanded of the king to “Tell 
all the great things that Elisha hath done,” so I am commanded 
of God to constantly tell you all the great things Christ has done. 
Now, I ask, “Is your hear right with God? Do you trust our 
Savior? Give him your hand. Ride with him in his chariot of 
grace, and you will forever see the wondrous things he has 
accomplished by his zeal. 








Sermon #44       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:   ACTS ― The Unfinished Story 
 Text:   Acts 1:1-5 
 Subject:  Christ’s Work on Earth by His Church 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening — March 9, 2004 
 Tape #  Y-5a 
 Readings: Lindsay Campbell & Rex Bartley 
 Introduction: 
 
Some things are finished. How we ought to rejoice in 
that blessed fact! When our Savior cried, “It is 
finished,” all the work he intended to accomplish on 
earth was finished. Nothing was left undone that he 
came here to do. 


 
“Nothing, either great or small; Nothing, sinner, no; 


Jesus did it, did it all, Long, long ago! 
 


When He, from His lofty throne, Stooped to do and die, 
Everything was fully done; Hearken to His cry - 


 
‘It is finished!’ Yes indeed, Finished every jot. 
Sinner, this is all you need. Tell me, Is it not? 


 
Weary, working, plodding one, Why toil you so? 
Cease your doing, all was done, Long, long ago! 


 
Till to Jesus’ work you cling By a simple faith, 
Doing is a deadly thing. Doing ends in death! 


 
Cast your deadly ‘doing’ down, Down at Jesus’ feet. 
Stand in Him, in Him alone, Gloriously complete!” 
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James Procter 
 
Since Christ died and rose again for all God’s elect 
righteousness is finished, ― sin is finished, ― 
atonement is finished, ― satisfaction is finished, ― 
the law is finished, ― the curse is finished, ― 
judgment is finished, ― condemnation is finished! Our 
all-glorious Christ has put away our sins by the sacrifice 
of himself. “By his own blood he entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” 
 
But the work of Christ as our Mediator and Surety is 
not yet finished. It will not be finished until he has 
brought all his sheep into the fold of his grace and 
presents all God’s elect unto the Father, holy, 
unblamable, and unreproveable in everlasting glory. His 
work will not be finished until the Father has put all his 
enemies under his feet, until every knee bows and every 
tongue confesses, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth that Jesus Christ is 
Lord. 
 
It is this ongoing work of the risen Christ in the earth 
that the Book of Acts describes. In his Gospel narrative 
Luke told us all that our Lord Jesus Christ “began to 
do.” Here, in the Book of Acts, he tells us what our 
risen, exalted Lord and Savior continues to do in the 
earth through his church, by the preaching of the gospel 
and the power and grace of the Holy Ghost. 
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(Acts 1:1-5)  "The former treatise have I made, O 
Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 
(2) Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he 
through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto 
the apostles whom he had chosen: (3) To whom also he 
showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible 
proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of 
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: (4) And, 
being assembled together with them, commanded them 
that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for 
the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard 
of me. (5) For John truly baptized with water; but ye 
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence." 
 
The Book of Acts is an inspired history of the apostolic 
ministry of the early church, covering a period of thirty 
to thirty-five years. The central theme throughout the 
book is the ascension and Lordship of the crucified 
Christ, our Savior and King. 
 
TWOFOLD WITNESS 
 
Peter declares, in Acts 5:32, ― “We are his witnesses of 
these things, and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God 
hath given to them that obey him.”  
 
• Throughout these 28 chapters, we see the mighty 


work of the ascended Christ in this world, by the 
gospel through the twofold witness of his church and 
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his Spirit. It was Christ who shed forth the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost (2:33). 


• It was Christ who chose the men who were sent forth 
to preach the gospel and chose their various fields of 
service. 


 
Our Savior’s last words to his church before he ascended 
into heaven were, ― “Ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth” (1:8). But those 
men, as is so often the case with God’s church today, 
failed to see the breadth of the work the Lord had given 
them to do. And, again, as is so often the case today, 
their unwillingness to put aside social, racial prejudices, 
greatly hindered their usefulness. 
 
Though the Lord Jesus plainly told them to carry the 
gospel to all men, they confined their preaching of the 
gospel to Jerusalem until the Lord graciously forced 
them to obey him by sending persecutions that scattered 
the disciples everywhere. ― "Therefore they that were 
scattered abroad went every where preaching the word" 
(8:4). 
 
The blood of the first New Testament martyr, Stephen 
(chap. 7), proved be, as our God assures us that all 
things are, according to his purpose for the salvation of 
his elect (Rom. 8:28-30). It was one of the means used in 
preparing the great Apostle of the Gentiles (8:1-4). 
 
PREACHING 
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The Book of Acts tells us much about preaching. Those 
who were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching 
the Word. 
• Philip preached Christ in Samaria. And the Lord 


gathered many sheep into his fold. 
• Caesarea (8:40), Phenice, Cyprus, Anitioch (11:19), 


and Damascus (9:2), heard the gospel. 
 
The disciples went everywhere preaching the Word; but 
what does that mean? What did these disciples preach? 
The words "preach," "preached," and "preaching" are 
used thirty-seven times in the Book of Acts. It is not 
insignificant that every time they are used the subject 
preached was Jesus Christ and the resurrection! If the 
Book of Acts is to be taken for our standard, it must 
be concluded that unless Christ has been preached no 
preaching has been done. The Book of Acts 
demonstrates that our Lord Jesus Christ was the singular 
subject of preaching in the earliest days of Christianity. 
 
We see our Savior’s direct, sovereign intervention in 
bring chosen Gentiles into his kingdom (chap. 10). 
Peter carried the Gospel to the Jews at Pentecost (ch. 2), 
and to the Gentiles in the house of Cornelius (ch. 10), 
and so fulfilled his promise concerning “the keys of the 
of the kingdom of heaven” (Mat 16:18-19). 
 
If you read the Book of Acts in one sitting, you will find 
that the history recorded here moves rapidly. It is 
simply exhilarating to read, to see some of our God’s 
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wondrous works set before your eyes, one after the 
other, in city after city. On one day the Lord graciously 
added about 3000 souls to his kingdom, all confessing 
Christ in believer’s baptism (2:41). On another day there 
about 5000, hearing the gospel, believed on the Son of 
God (4:4). 
 
WITNESSES 
 
In Acts 1:8 our Savior tells us plainly what the lifelong 
work and responsibility of every believer is. ― "Ye shall 
be witnesses unto me" (Isa. 43:10, 12; 44:8; Lk. 24:48).  
 
(Isa 43:10)  "Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and 
my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and 
believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there 
was no God formed, neither shall there be after me." 
 
(Isa 43:12)  "I have declared, and have saved, and I have 
showed, when there was no strange god among you: 
therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, that I 
am God." 
 
(Isa 44:8)  "Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told 
thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even 
my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no 
God; I know not any." 
 
(Luke 24:48)  "And ye are witnesses of these things." 
 
Notice two things in this eighth verse. 
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1. "Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is 


come upon you." ― Without question, this refers to 
the special, apostolic power that came upon those 
men chosen to be our Lord's apostles. Yet, it certainly 
has meaning for us today. No one can ever be saved, 
serve God, or lay down his life in the cause of Christ 
as his witness until the life-giving power of the Holy 
Spirit comes upon him in regeneration. "Salvation is 
of the LORD!" It is by God's grace alone (Rom. 11:6; 
Eph. 2:8-9). 
 


2. When the life-giving power of the Holy Spirit comes 
upon you, the Son of God says, "Ye shall be witnesses 
unto me." A witness is one who accurately and 
honestly relates to others that which he has heard with 
his own ears, seen with his own eyes, and felt and 
experienced in his own heart. He does not relate 
secondhand information. He declares only what he 
himself knows to be true (I John 1:1-3). It is the 
privilege, responsibility, and honor of every believer 
to be a witness for Christ in his generation. This is 
every believer's calling and vocation in this world. 
Every true Christian is a missionary. Every true 
believer is an evangelist. Every true follower of 
Christ is a preacher. Every true child of God is his 
witness. The word witness is the word from which we 
get the word martyr. Christ's witnesses are his 
martyrs, people who lay down their lives in the cause 
of Christ! Go ahead and work your job, so that you 
can pay the expenses of life; but do not forget that 
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your calling, your life's work is to be his witness. Let 
nothing interfere with that! 


 
After making that great promise of grace that is given in 
verse 8, promising to immerse his church and kingdom 
into his Spirit, promising to give his church the abiding 
unction and power of the Holy Spirit, the Lord Jesus 
ascended up into heaven before the eyes of his disciples, 
as if to say, “I am going to my throne, be assured of my 
promise.” 
 
FAITHFUL, BUT FALLIBLE 
 
The very next thing we see in the Book of Acts is the 
fact that God’s servants, his witnesses in this world, all 
of them, are sinful, fallible mortals. As someone said, 
“the best of men are only men at best.”  
 
Acts 1:12-26 covers a brief waiting period (just 10 days) 
between the ascension of Christ and the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. The things that 
are recorded here were written by Luke, by divine 
inspiration, for our learning and admonition. If we are 
wise, we will lay them to heart. 
 
First, the Lord Jesus Christ fulfilled every prophecy 
of the Old Testament Scriptures relating to his 
incarnation, life, earthly ministry, crucifixion, 
resurrection, and ascension (v. 12). When Luke tells us 
that the disciples returned from the mount called Olivet 
to Jerusalem, he is, almost casually, telling us that Christ 
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stood upon Mt. Olivet when he ascended to heaven, just 
like the prophet Zechariah said he would (Zech. 14:4; 
Ezek. 11:23). The mount had been divided in two parts 
by a great earthquake in the days of Uzziah. Our Lord 
ascended from that part of it which was near Bethany 
(Luke 24:50). It was there that he began his sufferings 
(Luke 22:39). It was most fitting therefore that he should 
cast off the reproach of his sufferings there by his 
glorious ascension. 
 
Second, the path of blessedness and usefulness is the 
path of obedience (vv. 12-14). The disciples returned to 
Jerusalem because the Lord commanded them to do so 
(v. 4). There their enemies awaited them. There they 
were most likely to suffer and be persecuted. But the 
Lord's commandment was clear. So they returned (Pro. 
3:5-6). 
 
There in a large upper room, they met together in prayer, 
united in heart, waiting for the promise of the Holy 
Spirit. Much needed to be done. They had a message to 
proclaim. Sinners were perishing. But the Lord had 
commanded them to wait. So they waited. They were 
waiting upon the Lord, waiting for God to move, waiting 
for God to come upon them, waiting for God to open the 
door before them (Psa. 27:15; 62:5-7; 1Chron. 15:13). 
 
We must obey his Word and wait for his direction. In all 
things, the point of our responsibility is the 
commandment of God. We must obey him. Obeying his 
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Word, the disciples were filled with the Spirit and 
greatly used of God for much good. 
 
Third, even the best of men are only men at best (vv. 
15-26). So long as we are in this world we will be prone 
to error and sin. We stray in many ways and err in many 
things. Even true, faithful servants of God are weak, 
fallible men of flesh and blood. This is manifest in the 
fact that Peter led the disciples to choose an apostle God 
had not chosen. 
 
Without question, Peter was a faithful man. He had the 
heart of a true pastor. On other occasions he acted rashly 
from bad motives, but not here. His motives were good. 
He wanted what was best for the glory of God, the 
people of God, and the gospel of God. The sin of Judas 
had made a vacancy in the apostolic office. Twelve 
apostles were originally chosen and ordained. As there 
were twelve tribes in Israel, descended from the twelve 
patriarchs, so there were twelve apostles. They are the 
twelve stars which make up the church's crown (Rev. 
12:1). For them, twelve thrones were reserved (Matt. 
19:28). Peter read Psalm 69:25 and concluded that it was 
the responsibility of the church to fill the vacancy left by 
Judas' apostasy. His error was an error of judgment, not 
of motive or principle. 
 
He humbly recognized the sovereignty of God in all 
that had happened (v. 16). He understood that the 
death of Christ was the work of God for the redemption 
of his people (Acts 2:23; 4:27-28). He realized that God 
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had sovereignly overruled the evil deeds of Judas to 
accomplish his own eternal purpose (Psa. 41:9). 
 
Peter sorrowfully remembered the fall of his former 
friend and companion (v. 17-19). He said no more 
about the subject than was necessary. Though he and 
Judas had been close friends, he bowed to the will of 
God and honored the judgment of God upon his friend. 
Peter knew that the only difference between him and 
Judas was the grace of God (1 Cor. 4:7). 
 
He reverenced and honored the Word of God (v. 20). 
Peter sincerely wanted to obey the Scriptures. He 
thought he was doing what God would have him do. He 
was motivated by an earnest desire for the glory of God. 
With genuine reverence, he sought the will of God (vv. 
21-25). 
 
Peter should have sought the Lord before he 
appointed Justus and Matthias. Never say to God, 
"Lord, I am going to do this or that, you choose which 
you want me to do." Rather, go to God and say, "What 
will you have me to do?" 
 
When the lots were cast, Peter led the church to 
ordain an apostle God had not chosen (v. 26). It was 
true, the Lord's intention was for his church to have 
twelve apostles, twelve and only twelve. David's 
prophecy must be fulfilled. Another apostle must take 
Judas' place. But, like the others, he must be personally 
chosen and ordained to the office by Christ himself. The 
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Lord had not chosen Justus or Matthias for this office. 
He had chosen Paul (1 Cor. 15:8). 
 
How could Peter have made such a mistake? He 
sought to determine the will of God by casting lots. Like 
David, he made the mistake of seeking to determine the 
will of God by seeking the will of the people (1 Chron. 
13:1-4). He tried to accomplish the will and work of God 
by the wisdom and energy of the flesh! As a result, 
Matthias was chosen to do what God had neither called 
him to do nor gifted him to do. 
 
Still, Peter was God's appointed leader for that early 
church. In spite of his many errors, faults, and falls, 
Peter was God's man, and the people of God rightfully 
submitted to his rule as their pastor (Heb. 13:7, 17). 
Though he was a fallible man, he was a faithful man. 
He preached the gospel of Christ, sought the will of 
God, lived for the glory of God, and served the people 
of God. Blessed is that congregation who has been 
given such a pastor after God's own heart (Jer. 3:15). 
Faithful pastors do sin. Faithful pastors do err in 
judgment. Faithful pastors do even err in doctrine. 
Faithful pastors do make mistakes. Faithful pastors need 
the prayers and the love of God's people (1 Thess. 5:12, 
13, 25; Heb. 13:18).  
 
PENTECOST 
 
Acts 2 records the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy (Joel 
2), of John the Baptist’s message, and of our Savior’s 
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promise in Acts 1:8. The Jews were gathered in 
Jerusalem for the annual observance of the Feast of 
Pentecost. That Old Testament, legal observance was 
highly symbolical. The feast of Pentecost was a 
picture of the ingathering of God’s elect by the 
mighty operations of God the Holy Spirit. 
 
On this day, the Lord Jesus immersed his church and 
kingdom into the Holy Spirit. This, Peter tells us, was 
God’s declaration that Christ, of whom David was a 
type, had ascended to his throne as King in Zion. This 
signal event was identified, as Joel had prophesied, by 
the disciples proclaiming the gospel in the languages of 
those who heard them (2:5-11), and the resulting 
ingathering of souls was great (2:41). Those 3000 souls 
were but the firstfruits of that great harvest that is sure to 
come. When all the elect are gathered from all the 
nations of the world unto Christ, they shall be a 
multitude more numerous than the stars of heaven and 
the sands upon the shore. 
 
DEACONS 
 
Acts 6 records the next great event in the history of the 
early church. Seven deacons were chosen by divine 
order to take care of the carnal affairs of the church, so 
that the apostles could give themselves to prayer, study, 
and preaching. That this was done by divine order is 
evident from the fact that Paul was later inspired to 
instruct Timothy (1 Tim. 3) about the men and their 
work who are ordained as deacons. Though they may, 
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like Stephen and Philip be teachers and preachers, the 
purpose of deacons in the local church is to serve the 
Lord by serving his church and their pastor, relieving the 
pastor as much as possible of anything that might 
interfere with his labor in the gospel. 
 
SAUL OF TARSUS 
 
The offense of the gospel was so great and persecution 
became so intense that one of the first deacons, Stephen, 
was stoned to death while preaching the message of 
redemption and grace by Christ (7:1-60). Another 
deacon, Philip (chap. 8), preached the gospel in Samaria 
and saw many converted. Then, he was carried by the 
Spirit to proclaim Christ to a solitary Ethiopian. When 
the time comes for one of God’s chosen to be called, he 
will by one means or another cause him to hear the 
gospel (Rom. 10:17). Our God works in ways beyond 
our imagination. By leaving the great scene of revival in 
Samaria and preaching Christ to this one Eunuch from 
Ethiopia, Philip was used of God to send the gospel into 
and through Africa! 
 
Then, we come to chapter 9 and the conversion of Saul 
of Tarsus, one of the chief persecutors of Christ, his 
church, and his gospel. Saul the persecutor was 
transformed by grace into Paul the angel of God by 
whom the gospel would be carried to the Gentles. 
 
The apostle Paul tells us plainly that his conversion 
experience was an example and pattern of all true 
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conversions (1 Tim. 1:16). Because his conversion is the 
pattern by which all conversions must be examined, it is 
recorded in great detail three times in the Book of Acts 
(9:1-22; 22:4-16; 26:9-19). If you and I are saved by the 
grace of God, we have experienced the same thing Paul 
experienced on the Damascus Road. 
 
• A DIVINE ELECTION (Acts 9:15) 
 
(Acts 9:15)  "But the Lord said unto (Annanias), Go thy 
way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name 
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of 
Israel:" 
 
Were there no election, there would be no salvation. We 
would not and could not choose the Lord, but he chose 
us, and his choice of us made certain that we would 
choose him (John 15:16). Election is the cause of faith, 
and faith in Christ is the fruit and proof of election. 
 
A DIVINE REVELATION (Acts 9:3) 
 
(Acts 9:3)  "And as he journeyed, he came near 
Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a 
light from heaven:" 
 
Paul was made to see the Lord Jesus Christ and the glory 
of God in him (Acts 22:14; 2 Cor. 4:6). 
 
(Acts 22:14)  "And he said, The God of our fathers hath 
chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see 
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that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his 
mouth." 
 
(2 Cor 4:6)  "For God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ." 
 
He saw how that God could be both just and the Justifier 
of all who believe through the substitutionary sacrifice 
and blood atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
A DIVINE CALL (Acts 9:4-9) 
 
(Acts 9:4-9)  "And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice 
saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 
(5) And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, 
I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks. (6) And he trembling and 
astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, 
and it shall be told thee what thou must do. (7) And the 
men which journeyed with him stood speechless, 
hearing a voice, but seeing no man. (8) And Saul arose 
from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw 
no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him 
into Damascus. (9) And he was three days without sight, 
and neither did eat nor drink." 
 
Saul of Tarsus heard God's call! It was the irresistible 
call of grace. All the chosen, redeemed sheep of Christ, 
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at the appointed time of love, hear his voice and follow 
him. The call of the Spirit that comes to chosen sinners 
by the preaching of the gospel is always effective (Psa. 
65:4). It causes dead sinners to live and come to Christ. 
This is the pattern of all true conversions. Do you follow 
the pattern? 
 
CORNELIUS 
 
In the 10th chapter the Lord God sent Peter to preach the 
gospel to Cornelius, a Gentile, and his household. When 
Cornelius and his friends heard the gospel to these 
Gentiles, the same thing happened in Joppa that he had 
preached at Jerusalem, God poured out his Spirit there, 
upon the Gentiles, just as he had in Jerusalem on the 
Day of Pentecost (10:34-38). 
• This was the second and last outpouring of the Holy 


Spirit. 
• It was done here to confirm to Peter and the Jewish 


believers with him that God is no respecter of 
persons, that his elect are found among all people. 


 
This is exactly the meaning Peter gave of this, when he 
got back to Judea and found his friends upset because he 
had gone to eat with and preach to Gentiles, and that 
some of the Gentiles had received the Word (11:1-2, 15-
18). 
 
(Acts 11:15-18)  "And as I began to speak, the Holy 
Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning. (16) Then 
remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, 
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John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost. (17) Forasmuch then as 
God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I 
could withstand God? (18) When they heard these 
things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, 
Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance 
unto life." 
 
PETER AND PAUL 
 
The Book of Acts primarily moves around the labors of 
two men: Peter and Paul. The Lord Jesus appeared to 
Saul of Tarsus to make him “a minister and a witness” 
(26:16), to send him “far hence unto the Gentiles” 
(22:21). In Paul’s three great missionary journeys, the 
Lord made his will known to his servant with 
unmistakable clarity.  
 
Peter was, primarily, the Apostle to the Jews. Paul was, 
primarily, the Apostle to the Gentiles. He was the last 
apostle to be called. It was Paul, not Matthias who was 
ordained of God to take Judas’ place. The Book opens 
with Peter preaching of the Gospel in Jerusalem, the 
great center of the Jewish nation. It closes with Paul 
preaching the Gospel in Rome, the great center of the 
world-power. 
 
MISSIONS 
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No book has ever been written about missions that 
compares with the Book of Acts. Those the Lord had 
chosen were recognized by the local church in which 
they served him, and were sent out by God through his 
church, without a mission board, without debutation 
(going from church to church begging for bread), and 
wherever God sent them, when they preached the 
gospel, “as many as were ordained to eternal life 
believed” (13:1-3, 48). 
 
(Acts 13:1-3)  "Now there were in the church that was at 
Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and 
Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and 
Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul. (2) As they ministered to the Lord, 
and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. (3) 
And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their 
hands on them, they sent them away." 
 
(Acts 13:48)  "And when the Gentiles heard this, they 
were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as 
many as were ordained to eternal life believed." 
 
The Lord opened the way before his servants, directed 
them to his elect, prospered his Word, provided for them 
and protected them, wherever they went. 


• Lydia 
• The Jailor 
• Corinth (Acts 18:9-10) 
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(Acts 18:9-10)  "Then spake the Lord to Paul in the 
night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not 
thy peace: (10) For I am with thee, and no man shall set 
on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city." 
 
Directed by the Spirit of God, the early church pursued a 
definite program in its extension, going from one city to 
another preaching the gospel. ― Jerusalem, Samaria, 
Antioch, Cyprus, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, Philippi, 
Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, and 
Rome all heard the message of redemption and grace in 
Christ. Their methods were simple, straightforward, and 
successful. They went out in utter dependence upon the 
living God, with unquenchable zeal and undaunted 
courage. Their one aim was to fetch God’s elect home to 
their Savior. Their only message was Christ and him 
crucified. The only weapon of their warfare was the 
gospel of the grace of God. 
 
JERUSALEM CONFERENCE 
 
In Acts 15 Luke gives us the historical narrative of the 
conference at Jerusalem. Paul explains the theological 
issues of it in Galatians 2. This conference was not a 
church council to debate doctrine. When Paul went up to 
Jerusalem his mind was already made up. He refused to 
budge an inch, or give any ground at all to the legalists 
(Gal. 2:5, 21). He went to Jerusalem only so that the 
doctrine of the believer's absolute freedom in Christ 
from the law of Moses might be publicly avowed, even 
by those whose primary sphere of ministry was among 
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the Jews. At the Jerusalem conference the apostles and 
elders, and the church as a whole, being led by the Holy 
Spirit (v. 28), publicly denounced legalism and stripped 
all preachers of law and legality of all credibility. 
 
PREDESTINATION AND RESPONSIBILITY 
 
(Acts 27:21-25)  "But after long abstinence Paul stood 
forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have 
hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and 
to have gained this harm and loss. (22) And now I exhort 
you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any 
man's life among you, but of the ship. (23) For there 
stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, 
and whom I serve, (24) Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou 
must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given 
thee all them that sail with thee. (25) Wherefore, sirs, be 
of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as 
it was told me." 
 
(Acts 27:31-35)  "Paul said to the centurion and to the 
soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be 
saved. (32) Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the 
boat, and let her fall off. (33) And while the day was 
coming on, Paul besought them all to take meat, saying, 
This day is the fourteenth day that ye have tarried and 
continued fasting, having taken nothing. (34) Wherefore 
I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your health: 
for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of 
you. (35) And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, 
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and gave thanks to God in presence of them all: and 
when he had broken it, he began to eat." 
 
BROKEN PIECES 
 
Would you be used of God as these men and women 
were? Turn to Acts 27:44, and let me give you one more 
lesson. 
 
(Acts 27:44)  "And the rest, some on boards, and some 
on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that 
they escaped all safe to land." 
 
God uses raging storms, wrecked ships, broken pieces 
and snake bitten men (28) for the building of his 
kingdom. 
 
Brokenness, humility and contrition of heart are 
essential to usefulness in the kingdom of God. Only 
broken hearts know God and walk with God. "If you 
want to see the height of the hill of God's love you must 
go down into the valley of humility" (Rowland Hill). 
Brokenness, contrition, humility is nothing but a just 
estimate of ourselves. It is neither more nor less than an 
honest, heartfelt sense of our utter nothingness. Humility 
and contrition are the knees of the soul. Christ will never 
take us into his arms until we lay ourselves at his feet, as 
David did in this psalm, broken with a sense of personal 
sinfulness.  
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Pray for a broken, contrite heart. God uses broken things 
(Acts 27:44). Brokenness is the beginning of the life of 
faith. Brokenness is the root of all true revival in the 
soul. It is painful. Our flesh opposes it. But we must be 
broken. We will never break ourselves. We must be 
broken by grace. Our wills must be broken to God's will.  
Brokenness is dying to self. It is the response of the 
renewed heart to Holy Spirit conviction (Zech. 12:10). 
Because conviction is continual, brokenness is continual.  
 
Brokenness is the spirit of Christ. Christ, who is God, 
took upon himself the form of a servant. He willingly 
gave up everything for us! As a servant he had no rights 
of his own, no home of his own, no possessions of his 
own. He did not have so much as an hour to call his 
own. When he was reviled, he reviled not again, but 
committed himself to God. He went willingly, but with 
broken heart, to Calvary, where he was made to be sin 
for us. ― Brokenness is found only at the foot of the 
cross.  
 


"Lord, bend this proud and stiffnecked I, 
Help me to bow the head and die, 


Beholding Him on Calvary 
Who bowed His head and died for me!" 


 
Brokenness means having no plans, no time, no 
possessions, no money, no life of my own. It is to be 
crucified with Christ. It is a constant yielding of 
ourselves to God. We must seek it; but only God can 
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give it. If we are his, he will. He receives none but those 
whom he breaks. 
 
Only God can break us. And if he uses us, he will break 
us! 
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 Introduction: 
 
I want to give you the message of 1 Chronicles. You will see the 
direction of my message and of the message of this Book in 1 
Chronicles 15:13. 
 
(1 Chronicles 15:13)  "For because ye did it not at the first, the 
LORD our God made a breach upon us, for that we sought 
him not after the due order." 
 
It is evident that 1 Chronicles was written after Israel had 
returned from their 70 years of captivity in Babylon. It was 
probably written by Ezra the priest, who also wrote the book of 
Ezra. Ezra was one of the remarkable men who returned with the 
captives to reestablish the Temple and worship of God in 
Jerusalem. 
 
1 Chronicles covers much of the same period of Israel’s history 
that is given in 2 Samuel. But in 1 Chronicles there is a distinct 
emphasis on instruction, instruction in the worship of God. This 
Book is not so much about Israel’s history as it is about God’s 
king, God’s ark, and God’s worship.  
 
This Book might be compared to the gospel of John in the New 
Testament. You know that the first three gospel narratives 
(Matthew, Mark and Luke) are what we call the synoptic 
gospels. They give us the historical account of our Lord’s earthly 
life and ministry. But the gospel of John is different. John’s 
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gospel was the last Book of Holy Scripture to be written 
(probably about 90 or 95 A.D.). 
 
The gospel of John distinctly teaches us the meaning of our 
Savior’s accomplishments. He gave us selected incidents in the 
Lord’s earthly life and ministry, and shows us their meaning. He 
tells us that his purpose was not to give a chronological history 
of our Lord’s life on earth, but to teach us the meaning of it 
(John 20:30-31) 
 
(John 20:30-31)  "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: {31} 
But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life 
through his name." 
 
John made no attempt to cover the whole of the Lord's ministry. 
Instead, he carefully selected certain things out of Christ's 
ministry to illustrate the great point that he wished to make.—
The Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Messiah, the King 
of whom all the prophets spoke. This was his purpose. The books 
of 1 Chronicles is like that. It gives us selective bits of Israel’s 
history, focusing our attention of God’s king, David, God’s ark, 
and God’s worship, constantly pointing us to Christ, of whom 
David and the ark were typical, and in whom alone God is 
worshipped. 
 
THE GENEALOGIES (chapters 1-9) 
 
The first nine chapters read a little laboriously They give us a 
long list genealogical record of the nation of Israel, 1 Chronicles 
reaches all the way back to Adam, and takes us through the reign 
of David and the earliest days of Solomon’s reign. 
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If you are like me, you are tempted to hurry passed these long 
lists of names and get to the “important” stuff. We feel sort of 
like an old preacher I read about recently, who was reading 
Matthew 1. He started out reading, "Abraham begat Isaac; and 
Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judah and his brethren." 
Then he said, "They kept on begatting one another all the way 
down this side of the page and clear on to the other side." And he 
picked up the reading and went on from there. We ought not do 
that. The genealogies are very important. 
 
• The genealogies give us an indisputable chronological 


connection and order concerning the various events recorded 
in Old Testament history. 


 
• They show us clearly and indisputably that our Savior is the 


seed of Abraham and the seed of David according to the 
flesh.—In fact, he is the only Person now living who is 
positively known to be of David’s seed, possessing a right to 
David’s throne. Of all the things the Jews questioned about 
our Lord, of all the excuses they made for their refusal to bow 
to him, of all the accusations they raised of him being an 
imposter, never once did anyone question our Master’s clear 
genealogy. 


 
• But there is more.—The genealogies show us the movement 


of God’s providence toward the goal for which the world was 
made, the incarnation, redemptive work and resurrection 
glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


 
• As they do so, the genealogies give us a picture of God’s 


sovereign electing grace. He includes some in the chosen line, 
and excludes others, altogether as it pleases him 


 
The genealogy that begins in 1 Chronicles 1 begins at the dawn 
of human history. It lists the sons of Adam (Seth, Enosh, Kenan, 
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and Mahalalel). We know that among the sons of Adam were 
Cain, Abel and Seth, but here Cain and Abel are excluded. The 
focus is upon the descendants of Seth, because Abraham and 
Israel came from Seth. 
 
Then the line of Seth is traced down to Enoch and Noah. The 
three sons of Noah are listed as Shem, Ham and Japheth, but 
Ham and Japheth are dismissed with a brief word and attention is 
focused on Shem and his family. From Shem we get to Abraham 
and his family. Ishmael is excluded from the promise and Isaac is 
chosen. Esau is rejected and Jacob ischosen.  
 
Then attention is focused upon Jacob’s twelve sons, from whom 
come the twelve tribes of Israel. Then, ten of the twelve tribes 
are rejected. But the purpose of God continues. He selects Judah 
and Levi, the king and the priestly lines. From the tribe of Judah 
come David, and Solomon and the kings of the house of David 
down to the time of the Babylonian captivity. The tribe of Levi is 
traced down to Aaron, the first of the priests, and then to the 
priests who were prominent in the kingdom at the time of David. 
 
Chapter 10 gives us an account of Saul’s miserable reign and of 
the judgment of God upon him because he refused to heed the 
counsel of the Lord and chose rather the counsel of a witch 
(10:13-14). 
 
GOD’S KING (chapter 11) 
 
Chapter 11 opens with the establishment of David as king over 
Israel. As we have seen before, David was an eminent type of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of Zion, the King of Glory, 
whom God has exalted to be our Prince and Savior to give his 
salvation to chosen sinners. 
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(1 Chronicles 11:1-3)  "Then all Israel gathered themselves to 
David unto Hebron, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy 
flesh. {2} And moreover in time past, even when Saul was king, 
thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and the 
LORD thy God said unto thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, 
and thou shalt be ruler over my people Israel. {3} Therefore came 
all the elders of Israel to the king to Hebron; and David made a 
covenant with them in Hebron before the LORD; and they 
anointed David king over Israel, according to the word of the 
LORD by Samuel." 
 
• All God’s Israel shall be gathered to Christ. 
• Even when he is not acknowledged, he is the One who leads, 


protects and defends his people. 
• Christ shall wax greater and greater, because the Lord of 


hosts is with him! 
 
(1 Chronicles 11:9)  "So David waxed greater and greater: for the 
LORD of hosts was with him." 
 
GOD’S ARK (chapter 13) 
 
Beginning in chapter 13 our attention is focused on the ark of 
God, the temple of God, and the worship of God. These are the 
things which are constantly held before us in the Book of God as 
matters of paramount importance. 
 
• The ark of the covenant represents the Lord Jesus Christ, our 


Propitiation, our sin-atoning Substitute (Heb. 9:1-14; 1 John 
1:7-2:2). 


• The temple of God represents the church and the kingdom of 
God. It represents the whole salvation of God’s elect. That is 
the purpose of God, accomplished in and by Christ. 


• The worship of God is that which we render to him by faith in 
Christ. 
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These things must be paramount in our hearts and in our lives. 
There is a cathedral in Milan, Italy with three doors and an 
inscription over each door. Over the right hand door a wreath of 
flowers is carved and the inscription reads, "All that pleases is 
but for a moment." On the left hand door the inscription is, "All 
that troubles is but for a moment." Over the main entrance are the 
words, "Nothing is important save that which is eternal." This is 
the lesson of 1 Chronicles. In a sense, it is the lesson of the 
whole Bible. 
 
(1 Corinthians 10:31)  "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." 
 
(Colossians 3:1-3)  "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of 
God. {2} Set your affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth. {3} For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God." 
 
(Colossians 3:17)  "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him." 
 
THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 
Let’s see what this instructive Book teaches us about the worship 
of our God and Savior. May God the Holy Spirit be pleased to 
inscribe its lessons upon our hearts. 
 
THE DUE ORDER 
 
One of David’s first acts as king was bringing the ark of the Lord 
back to Zion. It is recorded in chapters 13 and 15. 
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(1 Chronicles 13:1-3)  "And David consulted with the captains of 
thousands and hundreds, and with every leader. {2} And David 
said unto all the congregation of Israel, If it seem good unto you, 
and that it be of the LORD our God, let us send abroad unto our 
brethren every where, that are left in all the land of Israel, and 
with them also to the priests and Levites which are in their cities 
and suburbs, that they may gather themselves unto us: {3} And 
let us bring again the ark of our God to us: for we inquired not at 
it in the days of Saul." 
 
For twenty years the Ark with its mercy-seat, God’s appointed 
meeting-place with His people, was neglected and almost 
forgotten. The sacrifice, the mercy-seat, the place where God 
meets with men, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST had been despised 
and neglected! David wanted to re-establish the worship of God 
in Israel. But he made several fatal mistakes. 
 
• Rather than consulting with God, he consulted with the 


people. 
• Rather than having the ark carried on the shoulders of the 


Levites, he made an impressive, ornate new cart for the ark. 
• Rather than sacrificing, they made a great, impressive show 


that pleased everyone, everyone except God.—“They played 
before God with all their might” (13:8). 


 
Then, suddenly, the oxen that pulled the cart stumbled. Their 
new cart tipped over. And the ark of God appeared to be falling. 
So “Uzza put forth his hand to hold the ark.” 
 
(1 Chronicles 13:10)  "And the anger of the LORD was kindled 
against Uzza, and he smote him, because he put his hand to the 
ark: and there he died before God." 
 
God required that no man touch that ark. It represented salvation 
by Christ alone. No man’s hand is involved in God’s great work 
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of redemption and grace! But Uzza dared to defy God. No matter 
what his intentions were, his act was the defiance of God. For 
that God killed him on the spot. Now, learn this lesson and learn 
it well. God almighty still kills men who dare put their hands 
to his great work of redemption and salvation! 
 
When the Lord showed his disapproval of their devices, David 
God made at God and was afraid of him. Then, in chapter 15, 
after he learned his lesson and prepared a place for it, David went 
and fetched the ark to Jerusalem. This time, he did everything by 
the Book, acknowledging that what he had done before was 
altogether wrong and an affront to God. 
 
(1 Chronicles 15:13)  "For because ye did it not at the first, the 
LORD our God made a breach upon us, for that we sought him 
not after the due order." 
 
If we would worship God, we must worship him in the way 
he has prescribed in his Word. 
 
• Trusting Christ alone. 
• Adding nothing to his Word. 
• Taking nothing from his Word. 
 
And as we worship our God through faith in Christ, giving all 
honor and glory to him alone, we must expect to be despised by 
those who do not know our God, just as David was despised by 
his wife Michal (15:29). 
 
1 CHRONICLES 16:1-3 
 
(1 Chronicles 16:1-3)  "So they brought the ark of God, and set it 
in the midst of the tent that David had pitched for it: and they 
offered burnt sacrifices and peace offerings before God. {2} And 
when David had made an end of offering the burnt offerings and 
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the peace offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the 
LORD. {3} And he dealt to every one of Israel, both man and 
woman, to every one a loaf of bread, and a good piece of flesh, 
and a flagon of wine." 
 
• The burnt offerings and peace offerings speak of Christ, by 


whom we have peace with God. 
• Once the offerings were accepted, David blessed the people. 
• Not only did he bless them, he gave them each a loaf of bread 


and a flagon of wine—Pictures of Christ’s sacrifice and of our 
communion with God by his blood and righteousness. 


 
GOD’S PROMISE 
 
Next, we read of God’s promise to David (chapter 17). The great 
desire of David’s heart was to build a temple for the Lord. But 
the Lord would not allow him to do it because David had “shed 
much blood upon the earth.” However, the Lord promised David 
that a son should be born unto him, who should be “a man of 
rest,” he would build his house, and that God would establish his 
throne forever. 
 
David bowed God’s will without a murmur, and poured forth a 
song of praise for goodness. In the promised son we see Christ 
our Lord, “a Greater than Solomon.” “Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 
highest; and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his 
father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end” (Lk. 1:31-3). 
 
• The preservation of Israel (not the physical nation, but the 


spiritual Israel of God) is guaranteed till the end of time, “as 
long as the sun and the moon endure” (Jer. 31:35-37). 
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• David’s throne (Christ’s Throne) is permanently secured, with 
the added sign, “and as the faithful witness in the sky” the 
rainbow (Ps. 89:3, 4, 27-37). 


• David’s Son shall sit upon David’s throne in Jerusalem. 
 
THE NUMBERING OF ISRAEL 
 
The next event very significant and instructive event recorded in 
1 Chronicles is David’s sin in numbering the people chapter 21). 
His sin in this was, I am sure, at least in part, his because of the 
greatness of his kingdom. But there is more to it than that. 
 
David’s numbering of Israel seems to have conveyed the 
thought that the success of God’s purpose depends upon the 
number of those who are with us in our efforts. He wanted to 
see the number of people that were available to him, and thus to 
glory in the physical strength of his realm. 
 
God never works by a majority. When we begin to think that the 
cause of Christ is losing out because our numbers are small, we 
dishonor God and the gospel of God. God’s cause does not 
depend upon us, our strength, or abilities, or our numbers.  does 
not rely upon numbers but upon quality. 
 
I cannot help thinking of Gideon and God's deliberate reduction 
of the number of men from 32,000 to 300. David slew Goliath 
and delivered of Israel with a single sling and a rock from the 
brook. Samson slew the Philistines with nothing but the jawbone 
of a ass. 
 
Still, there is more. When David numbered Israel, there was no 
payment of ransom money, as required by the law of God. 
Again, we see a terrible judgment brought upon Israel by the 
neglect of God’s sacrifice, by the neglect of the atonement, by 
the neglect of Christ. 
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(Exodus 30:11-16)  "And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
(12) When thou takest the sum of the children of Israel after their 
number, then shall they give every man a ransom for his soul 
unto the LORD, when thou numberest them; that there be no 
plague among them, when thou numberest them. (13) This they 
shall give, every one that passeth among them that are numbered, 
half a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty 
gerahs:) an half shekel shall be the offering of the LORD. (14) 
Every one that passeth among them that are numbered, from 
twenty years old and above, shall give an offering unto the 
LORD. (15) The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall 
not give less than half a shekel, when they give an offering 
unto the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls. (16) 
And thou shalt take the atonement money of the children of 
Israel, and shalt appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of the 
congregation; that it may be a memorial unto the children of 
Israel before the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls." 
 
This numbering of the children of Israel and the atonement 
money they paid, so that no plague come upon them, was typical 
of our ransom by Christ. 
 
• None but Israelites were ransomed. 
• A specific, numbered people were ransomed. 
• The ransom price was the same for all. 
• Those who were ransomed were preserved from any 


plague (Pro. 12:21; Ps. 91:10). 
 
Proverbs 12:21  "There shall no evil happen to the just: but the 
wicked shall be filled with mischief." 
 
Psalms 91:10  "There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any 
plague come nigh thy dwelling." 
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SUBSTITUTION (21:17) 
 
Yet, against this backdrop, the Lord gives us a blessed picture of 
that very thing which David had neglected, substitution. And that 
is the message of the whole Book of God. 
 
(1 Chronicles 21:17)  "And David said unto God, Is it not I that 
commanded the people to be numbered? even I it is that have 
sinned and done evil indeed; but as for these sheep, what have 
they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, O LORD my God, be on 
me, and on my father's house; but not on thy people, that they 
should be plagued." 
 
When the Lord God said to the angel of judgment, “It is enough, 
stay now thine hand” (21:15), he had his eye on the 
substitutionary work of Christ portrayed in the sacrifices offered 
on Mt. Moriah, which David purchased from Ornan (The Place 
of Abraham’s Sacrifice—Calvary). 
 
THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 
When David had finished his work, when all the material for the 
temple was gathered, he went home (Christ – John 17:1-4; 
19:30). And all the people worshipped and served God with a 
willing heart (chapter 29). 
 
(1 Chronicles 29:9)  "Then the people rejoiced, for that they 
offered willingly, because with perfect heart they offered 
willingly to the LORD: and David the king also rejoiced with 
great joy." 
 
(1 Chronicles 29:16)  "O LORD our God, all this store that we 
have prepared to build thee an house for thine holy name cometh 
of thine hand, and is all thine own." 
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• The Lord chose them. 
• They honored him. 
 
Here is a marvelous thought to carry home. It brings joy to the 
heart of our King when we offer willingly to his service, whether 
it be ourselves, or our dear ones, or our substance that we give. 
David’s thanksgiving shows the right attitude of heart, the 
recognition that all indeed belongs to God. “Who am I, and what 
is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after 
this sort? For all things come of Thee, and of Thine own have we 
given Thee” (1 Chron. 29:14). God give me such a heart! 
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John Calvin said, “When anyone gains a knowledge of 
this Epistle, he has an entrance opened to him to all the 
most hidden treasures of Scripture.” 
 
The Book of Romans is considered by many to be the 
most profound piece of literature in existence. It is, 
without question, an epistle of pure gold from beginning 
to end. It has powerfully influenced and altered the lives 
of countless men and women for nearly two thousand 
years. 
 
It was this Book, Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, that God 
used to cause “the light of the glorious gospel of Christ” 
to shine Luther’s heart and light the fire that lit up the 
world, that we call “the Reformation.” 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Maybe that will whet our appetite as we seek to find 
God’s message to us in this great Epistle. Paul wrote this 
Epistle to the saints at Rome while he was in Corinth. It 
was not the first of Paul’s inspired Epistles. In fact, it 
was one of Paul’s last Epistles. But it is placed where it 
is in the New Testament by the arrangement of Divine 
providence, perhaps, because of its tremendous 
importance. 
 
We do not know how the church in Rome was started. 
Paul wrote to them because he had heard of their faith in 
Christ and he wanted to serve their souls. He wanted all 
God’s elect firmly grounded in the truth. What a 
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magnanimous heart he must have possessed! He took 
the time, under the pressure of immense responsibilities, 
to write this masterpiece of pure gospel doctrine to 
people he had never seen! All those things make the 
Book of Romans interesting. 
 
CONTENT 
 
This Book is important because it reveals every essential 
aspect of Gospel doctrine. 
 
CHAPTER 1 
 
In the first chapter Paul clearly defines the gospel. 
Remember, there is but one Gospel (Gal. 1:6-9). The 
New Testament does not reveal a gospel. It reveals THE 
GOSPEL. Here the Gospel is defined by a man writing 
under divine inspiration. All the definitions and 
descriptions of the Gospel given by men must be judged 
in the light of this definition. 
 
(Rom 1:1-6)  “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to 
be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, (2) 
(Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the 
holy scriptures,) (3) Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to 
the flesh; (4) And declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead: (5) By whom we have 
received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith 
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among all nations, for his name: (6) Among whom are 
ye also the called of Jesus Christ:” 
 
The Gospel is of God. It is defined here as “the gospel 
of God” for at least these four reasons. 
• God is the Author of it. 
• God is the Subject of it. 
• God is the Revealer of it. 
• God is the Executor of it (Eph. 1:3-14). 
 
The Gospel we believe and preach was “Promised 
afore by his prophets in the Holy Scriptures.” It is not a 
novel doctrine. This is the everlasting gospel. 
• It was conceived in the heart of God from all eternity. 


It was ordained before the world was. 
• It was hid in Christ, the Wisdom of God, from the 


beginning (Pro. 8). 
• It was revealed to the sons of men in promise, by 


prophets, in pictures, in type and in ceremony 
throughout the Old Testament (Acts 10:43; Heb. 
1:1,2; Luke 24:44,45). 


• It was manifested by the coming of our Lord (2 Tim. 
1:9,10). 


 
The Gospel is all about Christ. It concerns the Son of 
God. ― “Concerning his Son” The gospel of God is all 
about Christ. The gospel is not about baptism, morality, 
or religious reformation and ritualism of any kind. The 
gospel is all about Christ. Christ is the express and 
solitary subject of the gospel. Christ is the gospel! The 
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gospel concerns his person and his work. The whole 
gospel is included in Christ; and if a man removes one 
step from Christ, he departs from the gospel (2 Cor. 
11:3; 1 John 5:11-13, 20). 
 
It is all about Christ, who was “declared to be the Son of 
God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by 
the resurrection from the dead” (v. 4). Be sure you get 
this. Christ made or became a man, the seed of David 
(Gal. 4:4), but he was declared to be the Son of God 
(John 10:30). He is declared to be the Son of God with 
power (Heb. 1:2,3; Matt. 28:18; John 17:2; 5:36), ― He 
was declared to be the Son of God with power 
“according to the spirit of holiness” by whom he was 
justified when he raised him from the dead (1 Tim. 
3:16). ― He was declared to be the Son of God by the 
resurrection from the dead. 
 
It is upon this great fact, the fact of his resurrection 
from the dead, that the whole gospel rests (1 Cor. 
15:12-19). Our Lord’s resurrection from the dead 
declares visibly and undeniably that he is all that he 
claimed. His resurrection is the declaration of our 
justification (Rom. 4:25-5:1). And his resurrection from 
the dead is the guarantee of ours. ― He is the first-fruit. 
 
Then, Paul tells us (vv. 5-6) that it is in Christ and by 
the Gospel that we receive grace unto the obedience 
of faith, being called of God by the irresistible grace 
and power of his Spirit. It is against this backdrop that 
Paul declares, in verses 15-17, ― “So, as much as in me 
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is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at 
Rome also. (16) For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek. (17) For therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just 
shall live by faith.” 
 
TOTAL DEPRAVITY 
CHAPTERS 1-3 
 
Beginning with verse 18 in chapter 1 and going through 
3:19, Paul shows us the universal need of the Gospel by 
setting forth the utter depravity and total inability of all 
men to know God or attain salvation without the gospel. 
• All men by nature are condemned and under the 


wrath of God because all “hold (hold down and 
suppress) the truth of God in unrighteousness” (1:18). 


• The heathen know the truth of God by the light of 
nature and conscience, but suppress and pervert it 
according to their own lusts. 


• The Jews know the truth of God both by the light of 
nature and conscience and by the revelation of God in 
the Old Testament Scriptures, but suppress and 
pervert it according to their own lusts. 


 
“Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man…For as many 
as have sinned without law shall also perish without 
law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be 
judged by the law” (2:1, 12). 
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All of that means that salvation by the works of men is 
utterly impossible. Salvation must come by the gospel 
(3:19). 
 
(Rom 3:19)  “Now we know that what things soever the 
law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God.” 
 
JUSTIFICATION 
CHAPTERS 3-5 
 
Beginning in verse 20 of chapter 3 and going through 
chapter 5, the Holy Spirit shows us that justification is 
altogether the work of God’s free grace in Jesus Christ, 
without works of any kind on our part. The Gospel of 
Christ is the proclamation of free justification by Christ, 
the declaration of redemption accomplished to show 
forth the righteousness of God, righteousness earned by 
the faithful obedience of Christ unto death as the 
sinner’s Substitute. It is the proclamation of the good 
news that the God of heaven is “a just God and a 
Savior” (Isa. 3:20; Rom. 3:20-26). 
 
(Rom 3:20-26)  “Therefore by the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is 
the knowledge of sin. (21) But now the righteousness of 
God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by 
the law and the prophets; (22) Even the righteousness of 
God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon 
all them that believe: for there is no difference: (23) For 
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all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; (24) 
Being justified freely ― by his grace ― through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: (25) Whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; (26) 
To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth 
in Jesus.” 
 
ABRAHAM AND DAVID 
 
In the 4th chapter Paul uses both Abraham and David as 
examples of this free justification. Both Abraham and 
David received justification by faith in Christ, just as 
believers do today. Believing on Christ, God declared 
them righteous, without any righteousness or righteous 
works of their own. 
 
(Rom 4:3-8)  “For what saith the scripture? Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness. (4) Now to him that worketh is the reward 
not reckoned of grace, but of debt. (5) But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. (6) Even 
as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, 
unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 
(7) Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are 
forgiven, and whose sins are covered. (8) Blessed is the 
man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.” 
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Justification is not accomplished by faith. If faith 
added anything to justification, Paul’s statement in 
Roman’s 4:16 would not make any sense. Rather, faith 
receives the blessedness of free justification 
accomplished by Christ. Therefore, we read… 
 
(Rom 4:16)  “Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by 
grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the 
seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also 
which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us 
all,” 
 
When we read in Romans 4:22 that God imputed the 
righteousness of Christ to Abraham, Paul tells us that 
that was not written for Abraham’s sake alone, “but for 
us also, to whom it is being imputed, if we believe on 
him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead” (v. 24 
my translation). In verse 25 Paul tells us that 
justification was accomplished by Christ at Calvary. He 
was delivered unto death as our Substitute because of 
our sins imputed to him. On the third day, he was raised 
from the dead because he had accomplished our 
justification. 
 
In Romans 5:1-11, building upon what he has just 
declared, Paul; assures us of justification accomplished 
and eternal salvation made certain by Christ’s finished 
work. 
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(Rom 5:1-11)  “Therefore being justified,2 by faith we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: (2) 
By whom also we have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. (3) And not only so, but we glory in tribulations 
also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; (4) And 
patience, experience; and experience, hope: (5) And 
hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 
given unto us. (6) For when we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. (7) For 
scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet 
peradventure for a good man some would even dare to 
die. (8) But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (9) Much 
more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him. (10) For if, when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by his life. (11) And not only so, but we also joy 
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have 
now received the atonement.” 
 
TWO MEN 
                                                           
2 In my opinion the most serious flaw in our English translation of the New 
Testament is the placing of the comma after faith rather than after 
justification. With the comma being placed after faith, it makes it appear 
that Paul is telling us that justification is conditioned upon our believing, 
which is diametrically opposed to what he has just declared. The comma 
should be placed after justified. Faith in Christ brings us the joy and peace 
of justification; but faith has nothing to do with the accomplishment of 
justification. Faith is one of the fruits of justification, not the cause. 
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In Romans 5:12-21 Paul shows that our father Adam and 
the sin and fall of our race in and by him was typical and 
representative of our salvation by Christ. Just as all the 
human race were made sinners by what Adam did as our 
representative before God, so all God’s elect are made 
righteous before God by what Christ did as the last 
Adam, the all-glorious Federal Head, Substitute and 
Representative before God. 
 
(Rom 5:12)  “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned:” 
 
(Rom 5:18-21)  “Therefore as by the offence of one 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so 
by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification of life. (19) For as by one man's 
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous. (20) 
Moreover the law entered, that the offence might 
abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound: (21) That as sin hath reigned unto death, even 
so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal 
life by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
 
Paul’s message here is very simple and clear. ― 
Righteousness and justification are things accomplished 
for us by Christ, totally outside our experience and 
altogether without contribution of any kind from us! 
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SANCTIFICATION 
CHAPTERS 6-8 
 
Chapter 6 begins with a brief discussion of believer’s 
baptism, declaring that by baptism every believer is 
symbolically baptized into Christ and into his death, 
asserting that when Christ died, we died with him and in 
him, as our Substitute. Rising up from the watery grave, 
we declare that when Christ arose, we arose with him 
and in him. Then Paul draws this conclusion to our 
symbolic profession of faith in Christ, ― “Even so, we 
also should walk in the newness of life.” With that, he 
begins to tell us about our new life in Christ which we 
refer to as “sanctification.” 
 
• Being sanctified, separated from all men by the grace 


of God and made righteous in Christ, we must not 
serve sin. 


 
(Rom 6:6-11)  “Knowing this, that our old man is 
crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. (7) 
For he that is dead is freed from sin. (8) Now if we be 
dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 
him: (9) Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead 
dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 
(10) For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that 
he liveth, he liveth unto God. (11) Likewise reckon ye 
also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
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• Being saved by the grace of God, we are free in 
Christ. We do not live as slaves under the yoke of 
legal bondage. 


 
(Rom 6:14-15)  “For sin shall not have dominion over 
you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. (15) 
What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the 
law, but under grace? God forbid.” 
 
(Rom 7:1-4)  “Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to 
them that know the law,) how that the law hath 
dominion over a man as long as he liveth? (2) For the 
woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to 
her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be 
dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. (3) So 
then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to 
another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her 
husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is 
no adulteress, though she be married to another man. (4) 
Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the 
law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to 
another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that 
we should bring forth fruit unto God.” 
 
• Yet, as long as we live in this body of flesh, God’s 


saints in this world live in a constant struggle with 
sin. 


 
(Rom 7:14-25)  “For we know that the law is spiritual: 
but I am carnal, sold under sin. (15) For that which I do 
I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what 
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I hate, that do I. (16) If then I do that which I would 
not, I consent unto the law that it is good. (17) Now then 
it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
(18) For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) 
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; 
but how to perform that which is good I find not. (19) 
For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I 
would not, that I do. (20) Now if I do that I would not, it 
is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. (21) I 
find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is 
present with me. (22) For I delight in the law of God 
after the inward man: (23) But I see another law in my 
members, warring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in 
my members. (24) O wretched man that I am! who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death? (25) I 
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with 
the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the 
flesh the law of sin.” 
 
This subject of our sanctification continues in chapter 8 
(vv. 1-27). Sanctification is life in the Spirit, and life in 
the Spirit is neither more nor less than living by faith, 
walking with God by faith in Christ Jesus. Those who 
are born of God no longer live after the flesh. That is to 
say, we do not live by the bondage of the law, but in the 
blessed liberty of grace. And living by grace, trusting 
Christ alone as our righteousness before God, the law of 
God is fulfilled in us (Rom. 3:31; 8:1-10). 
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(Rom 3:31)  “Do we then make void the law through 
faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.” 
 
(Rom 8:1-10)  “There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (2) For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death. (3) For what the law 
could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: (4) That the 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (5) For 
they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the 
flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the 
Spirit. (6) For to be carnally minded is death; but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace. (7) Because the 
carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be. (8) So then they 
that are in the flesh cannot please God. (9) But ye are 
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit 
of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his. (10) And if Christ be in you, 
the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness.” 
 
Paul proceeds to tell us that all who live by faith in 
Christ, that all who walk not after the flesh but after the 
Spirit, being totally free from all fear of condemnation, 
or even the possibility of it, live in the constant, 
immediate hope and expectancy of the glorious liberty 
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of the sons of God, as “heirs of God and joint-heirs with 
Christ.” 
 
GOD’S PURPOSE 
CHAPTERS 8-11 
 
Modern commentators, preachers, and religious leaders 
tell us that “the Book of Romans reveals God’s great 
plan of salvation.” Nothing could be further from the 
truth. God almighty does not have a plan of salvation! I 
make plans. You make plans. But, we all know that, as 
Robert Burns put it, ― “The best laid plans of mice and 
men often go awry.” 
 
God almighty doesn’t have a plan. He has an eternal, 
unalterable purpose of grace called divine 
predestination, by which he sovereignly rules the 
universe all the time. That is the subject of Romans 
8:28-11:36. 
 
Romans 8:28 gives us the sweet assurance of God’s 
wise, adorable, unerring providence, which secured the 
eternal glory of God’s elect before the world began and 
assures every believing sinner of the certainty of eternal 
glory with Christ, even while we live in this world, 
struggling with our own unbelief and sin (Rom. 8:28-
39). 
 
(Rom 8:28-39)  “And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose. (29) For whom 
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he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. (30) Moreover whom he 
did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified. (31) What shall we then say to 
these things? ― If God be for us, who can be against 
us? (32) ― He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things? ― (33) Who shall lay 
any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that 
justifieth. (34) ― Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us. (35) ― Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
(36) As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the 
day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 
(37) Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us. (38) For I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, (39) Nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
No passage in the Book of God is sweeter to the tastes of 
believing hearts, no pillow can be found that is more soft 
and restful for our aching head, no word from our God 
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in which our souls more greatly rejoice than Romans 
8:28-39, unless it is Romans 9. 
 
Romans 8:28-39 declares God’s purpose of grace, his 
determination to save the people of his love. Romans 
9 declares that nothing in that great purpose of grace 
in ever in jeopardy, because nothing in the purpose of 
God hinges upon the will and work of men. Nothing 
hinges upon what we call the good choices and works of 
men or the evil choices and works of men. Blessed be 
God, everything hinges upon, is determined, and comes 
to pass according to his sovereign will, according to his 
good purpose of grace (Rom. 9:11-18). 
 
(Rom 9:11-18)  “(For the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of 
God according to election might stand, not of works, but 
of him that calleth;) (12) It was said unto her, The elder 
shall serve the younger. (13) As it is written, Jacob have 
I loved, but Esau have I hated. (14) What shall we say 
then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 
(15) For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I 
will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
will have compassion. (16) So then it is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth 
mercy. (17) For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even 
for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might 
show my power in thee, and that my name might be 
declared throughout all the earth. (18) Therefore hath he 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will 
he hardeneth.” 
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Chapter 10 ― Does that mean that men have no 
responsibility? Does that mean that some cannot be 
saved? Perish the thought! This all means that some men 
most certainly shall be saved. This means that every 
sinner in the world who believes on Christ has eternal 
life. This is a matter of certainty because the work is 
already done. That is what Paul tells us in verses 4-8. 
 
In verse 13, he declares, “whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” Then, he tells us that 
God has determined that all he has purposed to save, he 
has purposed to save by the hearing of the gospel (vv. 
14-17). But what if they live in a heathen land? What if 
no one in that land has ever heard of Christ? That would 
create a problem for the plannings of men, but not for 
the purpose of God! 
 
CHAPTER 11 describes how the Lord God raised up 
the nation of Israel and used their rebellion and unbelief, 
and his resulting judgment upon them, called “the 
casting away” of Israel after the flesh to send the Gospel 
into all the world and save his elect out of every nation, 
his true Israel, the Israel of God (11:25-27). 
 
(Rom 11:25-27)  “For I would not, brethren, that ye 
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be 
wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in. (26) And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is 
written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and 
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shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: (27) For this is 
my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their 
sins.” 
 
Yes, God raises up men and nations and tears them 
down, precisely according to his own eternal, sovereign, 
good, wise, and adorable purpose of grace toward his 
elect Isa. 43:3-7). Paul was simply overwhelmed by this 
fact. Let every redeemed sinner who reads this Epistle, 
join him in his adulation of our great God (11:33-36). 
 
(Rom 11:33-36)  “O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out! (34) For 
who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been 
his counsellor? (35) Or who hath first given to him, and 
it shall be recompensed unto him again? (36) For of him, 
and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be 
glory for ever. Amen.” 
 
SOMETHING VERY REASONABLE 
CHAPTERS 12-16 
 
In chapters 12-16 the Apostle Paul calls upon all who 
are the objects of God’s eternal love and the recipients 
of his saving operations of grace to devote our lives 
entirely to him, to the glory of his name and the welfare 
of his people, and tells us that this entire consecration of 
our lives to God is the only reasonable thing that can be 
expected from saved sinners (12:13). 
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(Rom 12:1-3)  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. (2) And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (3) For I say, 
through the grace given unto me, to every man that is 
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God 
hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.” 
 
• In the rest of chapter 12, he tells us to love one 


another. 
•  In chapter 13 he tells us to live as good citizens in 


this world, rendering evil to none, not even our most 
implacable enemies, but only good. 


• In chapters 14 and 15 he teaches us to bend over 
backwards to get along with our brethren, never 
despises the young and the weak, but nurturing them 
as the children of God, following the example of 
Christ (15:2-7). 


 
(Rom 15:2-7)  “Let every one of us please his neighbour 
for his good to edification. (3) For even Christ pleased 
not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them 
that reproached thee fell on me. (4) For whatsoever 
things were written aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope. (5) Now the God of patience 
and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward 
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another according to Christ Jesus: (6) That ye may with 
one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. (7) Wherefore receive ye one 
another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.” 
 
CHAPTER 16 
 
Paul closes this Epistle with a sweet, blessed promise of 
grace and a very fitting ascription of praise to our God. 
 
(Rom 16:20)  “And the God of peace shall bruise Satan 
under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you. Amen.” 
 
(Rom 16:24-27)  “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. Amen. (25) Now to him that is of power to 
stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 
(26) But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of 
the prophets, according to the commandment of the 
everlasting God, made known to all nations for the 
obedience of faith: (27) To God only wise, be glory 
through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.” 
 
A PRECIOUS BOOK 
 
The Book of Romans is very interesting when we see 
how the Lord has been pleased to use it. It is very 
important because of its content and message. But it has 
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become precious to those who have experienced its 
message. 
 
• I am not ashamed (1:1-17). ― “Whosoever believeth 


on him shall not be ashamed.” 
• I am, by nature, a guilty sinner, without excuse before 


God (1:18-3:19). 
• I am completely, freely, forever justified in Christ 


(3:20-5:21). 
• I am God’s sanctified (chap. 6). 
• I am a man at war with myself (chap. 7). 
• I am a man without guilt before God (chap. 8). ― No 


Condemnation ― Walking in The Spirit ― Living in 
Hope ― Assured of Grace ― A Man for Whom God 
Does All Things! 


• I am a chosen vessel of mercy (chap. 9). 
• I know that I am because I believe on the Lord Jesus 


Christ (chap. 10). 
• I am amazed (chap. 11). 
• I belong to God my Savior (chaps. 12-16). ― The 


Constraint of Grace ― Me and The World Around 
Me ― Me and My Brethren 


 
(Rom 11:33)  “O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”   AMEN! 
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 Introduction: 
 
How often we are, like the children of Israel, brought into 
captivity because of our own sin, because of our disobedience, 
because we turn aside from the Word of God and walk contrary 
to the will of God! How often we forsake him! But he never 
forsakes us! If we had what we deserve, we would be forsaken of 
him. But, as he swore to Jacob, he has sworn to us, “I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee!” How I thank God for his word of 
promise! He says to you and me, “I am the Lord, I change not: 
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” 
 
He may scatter us, in loving chastisement, and hide his face from 
us, to make us know our need of him. He may bring us, as it 
were, into bondage and captivity spiritually; but our God will not 
utterly forsake us. Neither will he let us forsake him. It is written, 
“They shall lie down in the evening: for the Lord their God shall 
visit them, and turn away their captivity” (Zeph. 2:7). 
 
DAY OF DIVINE VISITATION 
 
This day of divine visitation is described by the prophet Isaiah 
like this… 
 
(Isaiah 12)  "And in that day thou shalt say, O LORD, I will praise thee: though thou wast 
angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me. {2} Behold, God is 
my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and 
my song; he also is become my salvation. {3} Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of 
the wells of salvation. {4} And in that day shall ye say, Praise the LORD, call upon his 
name, declare his doings among the people, make mention that his name is exalted. {5} 
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Sing unto the LORD; for he hath done excellent things: this is known in all the earth. {6} 
Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst 
of thee." 
 
The Book of 2 Chronicles is a portrayal of God’s goodness and 
grace in visiting, reviving and refreshing his people after they 
have forsaken him and have been brought into bondage because 
of their sin. That which is recorded in these 36 chapters of 
Judah’s history is written of our learning and admonition, that we 
might be inspired by God’s faithfulness to his people to walk 
faithfully with him. 
 
GOD’S PROMISE 
 
Let’s begin with God’s promise to his people in 2 Chronicles 
7:14. 
 
(2 Chronicles 7:14)  "If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." 
 
I do not know of any one verse in the Old Testament Scriptures 
that is more often quoted and more completely misinterpreted 
than this one. This verse is neither a formula for revival, nor a 
formula for the healing of any earthly nation’s woes. This is a 
promise from God for his people, the people called by his grace 
and called by his name, because of his choice of them. 
 
Here, the Lord God promises that if we who are his people 
humble, pray, seek his face, and turn from (repent of) our wicked 
ways, he will forgive our sins and heal our land (the land of his 
heritage, the church and kingdom of God). 
 
The promise appears to be conditional and, in a sense, it is. God 
promises forgiveness and healing grace upon condition of our 
repentance. But, if you will turn back to chapter 6, where we 
have Solomon’s prayer, to which God gives answer in chapter 7, 
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you will see clearly that our repentance is always the result of 
God’s grace and never the cause. Look at verses 26-27. It is the 
goodness of God that leads us to repentance (Rom. 2:4). Christ, 
our exalted Prince and Savior, gives repentance and forgiveness 
of sins to the Israel of God. Clearly, Solomon understood this. In 
this part of his magnificent prayer, he declares plainly that when 
we have sinned, we will pray and turn again to our God, only 
when the Lord God himself has graciously taught us to walk in 
the good way wherein we should walk. 
 
(2 Chronicles 6:26-27)  "When the heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they 
have sinned against thee; yet if they pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and turn 
from their sin, when thou dost afflict them; {27} Then hear thou from heaven, and forgive 
the sin of thy servants, and of thy people Israel, when thou hast taught them the good way, 
wherein they should walk; and send rain upon thy land, which thou hast given unto thy 
people for an inheritance." 
 
THE TEMPLE 
 
The first seven chapters of this Book are taken up with the 
building of the temple in Jerusalem. Up to this point in Israel’s 
history, there was no fixed, permanent place for the ark of God, 
no fixed, permanent place of divine worship, no fixed, permanent 
place to which men and women would gather in solemn 
assembly to hear from and worship the Lord God. The temple at 
Jerusalem changed all of that. Still, we must not fail to 
remember, that the temple itself was but a carnal, physical, 
temporary type of something far greater, far more magnificent, 
and far more delightful. 
 
The temple was a picture, a type, a symbol of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The New Testament makes this abundantly clear. Our 
Savior referred to his body as the temple that must be destroyed 
and raised again in three days. The whole Book of Hebrews 
relates the temple, its furniture, its priesthood, its sacrifices, and 
its services to our blessed Savior and his great work of 
redemption. 
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Because the temple Christ and his great work of redemption 
it also represents his church, the people redeemed by his 
blood and saved by his grace. 
 
• Considered as a whole, the church is called the temple of God 


(1 Cor. 3:16-17). 
 
(1 Corinthians 3:16-17)  "Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwelleth in you? {17} If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for 
the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are." 
 
• Because every saved sinner is part of God’s church, each 


particular member of the church, every believer, is also called 
the temple of God (2 Cor. 6:16). 


 
(2 Corinthians 6:16)  "And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are 
the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and 
I will be their God, and they shall be my people." 
 
• As the stones used to build the temple were hewn, and 


shaped, and marked for their place outside the temple itself, 
so that there was no sound of hammer, or saw, or chisel in the 
temple, so God’s elect were chosen from eternity, marked out 
in divine predestination for their place in the building of God, 
and made a part of the temple by a work of God’s free grace 
in Christ. Still, there is no jarring sound of human effort heard 
in the building of God’s temple! The household of God is a 
household of grace. 


 
(Ephesians 2:8-9)  "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: {9} Not of works, lest any man should boast." 
 
(Ephesians 2:19-22)  "Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; {20} And are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 
{21} In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord: {22} In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit." 
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When the temple was finished, God was honored and 
worshipped In a solemn ceremony that lasted seven days. It was 
declared that God had fulfilled his word, that all the people of 
Israel were “glad and merry in heart for the goodness that the 
Lord had shown,” and that everything Solomon had set his heart 
to do “he prosperously effected.” “Behold, a greater than 
Solomon is here!” 
 
(2 Chronicles 7:10-11)  "And on the three and twentieth day of the seventh month he sent 
the people away into their tents, glad and merry in heart for the goodness that the LORD 
had showed unto David, and to Solomon, and to Israel his people. {11} Thus Solomon 
finished the house of the LORD, and the king's house: and all that came into Solomon's 
heart to make in the house of the LORD, and in his own house, he prosperously effected." 
 
SOLOMON’S PRAYER 
 
As we read Solomon’s prayer of dedication in chapter 6, we must 
never fail to remember that he was a type of Christ. He made 
intercession for Israel, and even for the strangers and sojourners 
(God’s elect among the gentiles) who would be numbered among 
the children of Israel; and all that he sought on behalf of God’s 
people the Lord God promised to perform. What a blessed, 
delightful thing it is for us to know that our God will do all that 
Christ seeks on our behalf! He who makes intercession for us 
must and shall prevail! 
 
In his prayer, Solomon, spoke of God’s people praying toward 
the temple (6:21).  
 
(2 Chronicles 6:21)  "Hearken therefore unto the supplications of thy servant, and of thy 
people Israel, which they shall make toward this place: hear thou from thy dwelling place, 
even from heaven; and when thou hearest, forgive." 
 
He was not instituting an idolatrous practice, like that of a 
Mohammedan bowing and praying toward Mecca. When he 
spoke of men praying toward Jerusalem, toward the temple, and 
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toward the mercy-seat, he was talking about praying toward 
heaven, looking to God in heaven through Christ and his finished 
work which was portrayed in the temple and the mercy-seat. We 
see this clearly in the publican’s prayer, described by our Lord in 
Luke 18:13. 
 
(Luke 18:13)  "And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes 
unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner." 
 
Solomon’s request in this verse (6:21), was but the 
foreshadowing of our Savior’s promise.—“Whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.” 
 
In his prayer, Solomon specifically mentions numerous situations 
into which the children of Israel might because of their sins: 
famine, pestilence, captivity, etc. By the exercise of his 
chastening rod, using these things, the Lord would teach his own 
to walk in his way, and graciously turn them again to himself, 
confessing their sins, calling upon his name, turning from the 
evil, and seeking his face. When they did, Solomon asked God to 
hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal the plague sin had 
brought upon them. The basis upon which Solomon made this 
great request was threefold: 
 
• They are “thy people.” 
• The mercy-seat. 
• The honor of God’s name.—“That all people of the earth may 


know thy name and fear thee” (6:33). 
 
Let’s read the conclusion of Solomon’s prayer together (6:36-
42). 
 
(2 Chronicles 6:36-42)  "If they sin against thee, (for there is no man which sinneth not,) 
and thou be angry with them, and deliver them over before their enemies, and they carry 
them away captives unto a land far off or near; {37} Yet if they bethink themselves in the 
land whither they are carried captive, and turn and pray unto thee in the land of their 
captivity, saying, We have sinned, we have done amiss, and have dealt wickedly; {38} If 
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they return to thee with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their captivity, 
whither they have carried them captives, and pray toward their land, which thou gavest 
unto their fathers, and toward the city which thou hast chosen, and toward the house which 
I have built for thy name: {39} Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling 
place, their prayer and their supplications, and maintain their cause, and forgive thy people 
which have sinned against thee. {40} Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, thine eyes be open, 
and let thine ears be attent unto the prayer that is made in this place. {41} Now therefore 
arise, O LORD God, into thy resting place, thou, and the ark of thy strength: let thy priests, 
O LORD God, be clothed with salvation, and let thy saints rejoice in goodness. {42} O 
LORD God, turn not away the face of thine anointed: remember the mercies of David thy 
servant." 
 
FILLED WITH GLORY 
 
Then, in chapter 7, the Lord God put his stamp of approval upon 
the whole thing. Fire fell from heaven and consumed the 
sacrifices, symbolizing God’s acceptance of Christ’s sacrifice for 
us, declaring that justice has been satisfied. Then, “the glory of 
the Lord filled the house” (7:1). Now, look at verse 3. 
 
(2 Chronicles 7:3)  "And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and 
the glory of the LORD upon the house, they bowed themselves with their faces to the 
ground upon the pavement, and worshipped, and praised the LORD, saying, For he is 
good; for his mercy endureth for ever." 
 
That is exactly what happens when God saves a sinner, when he 
sees the glory of God in the sacrifice of Christ and the Spirit of 
God, “the blessing of Abraham,” comes upon him (Gal. 3:13-14). 
 
(Galatians 3:13-14)  "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: {14} That the 
blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith." 
 
Then (7:12-16) the Lord God appeared to Solomon in a dream 
and said, “I have heard your prayer and will do all that you have 
asked.” 
 
DECLENSION AND RESTORATION 
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Chapters 8 and 9 described the greatness of Solomon, his 
wisdom, his riches, and his works—(Picturing Christ). Then we 
read the history of Judah after Solomon’s death. What a 
checkered history it is! It is the history of a nation favored of 
God above any people or nation in the world, a people chosen of 
God, redeemed and saved by his mighty arm, a people to whom 
God had revealed himself, a people who continued to live and 
exist only because God kept them. Yet, it is the history of a 
people ever turning from him! 
 
But that is only part of the story. The history of Judah is the 
history of a people that God would not leave to themselves, a 
people he would not allow to leave him! Needless to say, as I 
read the history of Judah again, I could not help thinking, this is 
the history of my own life. It is a portrayal of my many 
declensions from my God and of my many restorations by his 
indestructible grace! 
 
JUDAH’S KINGS 
 
Chapters 10 through 36 give us the record of Judah’s kings of up 
to the time of their captivity. Nine of them were good kings. 
Eleven were bad. Manasseh, who reigned for fifty-five years on 
the throne of Judah, started out as the worst king in Judah's 
history and ended up as one of the best, because God revealed 
himself to him and saved him.  
 
REHOBOAM—As we read through these accounts, these 
wicked kings reveal the pattern of temptation, sin, and spiritual 
declension. It begins with Rehoboam following the counsel of 
his young men, following the counsel of the flesh. A little later, 
in chapter 12, verse 1, you will find a further lowering of the 
standards. When the rule of Rehoboam was established and was 
strong, he forsook the law of the Lord. He turned a deaf ear to 
God’s word. The kingdom was invaded by the Egyptians.  







Through The Bible Series—2 CHRONICLES 
 


9 


 
The moment we turn away from the rule of God (of Holy 
Scripture) in the temple of God, we invite Satan to take over. It 
was only by God's grace that the Egyptians were turned back. 
When Rehoboam humbled himself and returned to God, the 
Egyptians were repelled. 
 
JEHORAM—The next wicked king, Jehoram, appears in 
chapter 21, verse 4. When Jehoram had ascended the throne of 
his father and was established, he killed all his brothers with the 
sword, and also some of the princes of Israel. 
 
Jealousy was next. First, there was the refusal to give heed to 
good advice. Then a deaf ear was turned to the law. Now, the 
spirit of jealousy begins to assault the kingdom. This is 
immediately followed, as we read in verse 11, by another 
downward step. He added human inventions to the worship of 
God and mingled the worship of God with idolatry. 
 
 (2 Chronicles 21:11)  "Moreover he made high places in the mountains of Judah, and 
caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to commit fornication, and compelled Judah thereto." 
 
In one sense, the high places did not yet represent open idolatry, 
just its beginnings. They were high hills where the people of 
Israel worshipped Jehovah with their neighbors and their 
neighbors’ idols. 
 
The problem was that that was not the place where God had told 
them to worship Jehovah. He had put his name in the temple and 
it was there that they were to worship and offer sacrifice. They 
were worshipping out on the hills because that was where their 
neighbors and friends were worshipping. They were simply 
down-grading and reducing the true worship of Jehovah to a 
lower level. This, too, was quickly followed by invasion and by 
disease. As you read, you find that King Jehoram was 
immediately afflicted by an invasion from the Philistines---
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representing the desires of the flesh. 
 
AHAZ—The next evil king is King Ahaz (28:1-2). 
 
(2 Chronicles 28:1-2)  "Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
sixteen years in Jerusalem: but he did not that which was right in the sight of the LORD, 
like David his father: {2} For he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and made also 
molten images for Baalim." 
 
Here is the actual introduction of vile, despicable practices of 
idolatry which were primarily sexual in nature. Israel was 
increasingly afflicted by these practices. The kings were 
responsible for introducing them, as we read of King Ahaz (vv. 
3-4): 
 
(2 Chronicles 28:3-4)  "Moreover he burnt incense in the valley of the son of Hinnom, and 
burnt his children in the fire, after the abominations of the heathen whom the LORD had 
cast out before the children of Israel. {4} He sacrificed also and burnt incense in the high 
places, and on the hills, and under every green tree." 
 
Again Judah was invaded and some of her people were taken 
captive by Syria (v. 5). 
 
What woes we bring upon ourselves, our families, our neighbors, 
our nation and the world, when we depart from our God, his 
Word, his worship, and his revealed will! 
 
GOOD KINGS 
 
By contrast, Judah’s faithful and good kings reflect the grace of 
God in cleansing and restoring his people. They also reveal the 
instruments he uses. There are five great reformations recorded 
in Israel as God intervenes in grace to keep his people. 
 
ASA—The first of these periods of reformation was under King 
Asa found in chapters 14 through 16. 
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(2 Chronicles 14:2-4)  "And Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of the 
LORD his God: {3} For he took away the altars of the strange gods, and the high places, 
and brake down the images, and cut down the groves: {4} And commanded Judah to seek 
the LORD God of their fathers, and to do the law and the commandment." 
 
Asa destroyed the altars, images, and groves of the gods of the 
heathen. Then the Lord delivered his people (v. 9). The first 
mark of God’s visiting his people is the restoration of his 
worship. 
 
This seeking is followed by deliverance, (verse 9) 
 
JEHOSHAPHAT–Then in the reign of King Jehoshaphat, the 
next king on the throne of Judah, there is another time of 
restoration after a time of failure. Jehoshaphat cleans out the 
idols of the land. 
 
Later, in great weakness, Jehoshaphat made a league with 
Ammon, Moab, and Edom (the lusts of the flesh). But God 
graciously delivered him in a way that teaches us exactly how we 
can and must overcome the lusts of our flesh (20:15-21). 
 
• The battle is not yours, but God’s. 
• You do not need to fight in this battle. 
• Believe God! 
 
(2 Chronicles 20:24)  "And when Judah came toward the watch tower in the wilderness, 
they looked unto the multitude, and, behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and 
none escaped." 
 
Believe what God has done to the flesh in the cross of Christ. We 
do not have to fight the flesh. Nail it to his cross, rendering it 
absolutely worthless. When we believe and act on that principle, 
these things disappear. Even if they come back again five 
minutes later, they can always be overcome by this principle. 
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JOASH—Under Joash we see the people of Judah (Chapters 23-
24) giving for the support of God’s cause. When God visits us in 
grace, we give ourselves to him. 
 
HEZEKIAH—Hezekiah’s reign is marked (29-32) by the 
cleansing of the temple and the restoration of the passover.—
When God visits us in grace, the sacrifice of Christ is prominent. 
All the garbage is taken out of God’s house. 
 
JOSIAH—The last of the good kings in Judah was Josiah. His 
reign is distinctly marked by another thing that always identifies 
the day of divine visitation. When God visits his people in 
mercy, when God restores our souls, he brings his Word again to 
the forefront and makes it precious! 
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 Title:   1 CORINTHIANS: “Is Christ Divided?” 
 Text:   1 Corinthians 1:13 
 Introduction: 
 
(1 Cor 1:1-10)  "Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus 
Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our 
brother, (2) Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, 
to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: (3) Grace be 
unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (4) I thank my God always on your 
behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus 
Christ; (5) That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in 
all utterance, and in all knowledge; (6) Even as the 
testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: (7) So that ye 
come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: (8) Who shall also confirm you unto 
the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. (9) God is faithful, by whom ye were called 
unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(10) Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and 
that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the 
same judgment." 
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Paul began this Epistle to the church at Corinth by 
reminding them that he is “an apostle of Jesus Christ 
through the will of God” (1:1). That fact had been 
challenged. So Paul simply states the fact of his 
apostleship as the basis of his authority in writing to 
them about their souls and the things of God. 
 
Then (1:2, 4-9), before addressing the many things that 
had to be addressed, he reminded the Corinthian 
believers who they were, lest they or anyone else, 
misinterpret the stern rebukes of this Epistle as 
declarations of condemnation. 
 
THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH 
 
I cannot imagine a local church anywhere in the world at 
any time in history plagued with more evil than the 
church at Corinth.  
• Horrid immorality was winked at as a matter of 


indifference (chap. 5). 
• Yet, they embraced the notion that by abstaining from 


physical pleasure they could make themselves more 
holy and spiritual (chap 7). 


• God’s faithful servant, by whom they were taught the 
gospel, was scorned. 


• Pride caused them to disdain the poor and the weak. 
• Those who possessed, or thought they possessed, 


great spiritual gifts looked down their noses at those 
they considered less spiritual. 
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• Though the Corinthian church was probably the 
wealthiest of the New Testament churches, it was the 
most miserly in giving. 


• They horribly abused the ordinances of God, making 
the person by whom they were baptized a matter of 
pride and spiritual superiority, and turning the Lord’s 
Table into a carnal, religious feast 


• And they denied the resurrection of our Lord. 
 
All these things divided the local church at Corinth into 
factions, threatening to destroy it. Yet, when Paul wrote 
this Epistle to them, he addressed them as “them that are 
sanctified2 in Christ, called to be saints” (1:2), assuring 
them that God would confirm them unto the end and 
make them “blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (v. 6).  
 
A NEEDFUL LESSON 
 
I call your attention to these things because they se 
before us a very, very important lesson, a lesson of 
which we need to be constantly reminded. ― God’s 
saints in this world are often plagued with moral 
weaknesses, poor judgment, spiritual evil, and 
doctrinal error. So long as we are in this world, God’s 
saints (all of us) are sinners still. We dare not make 
excuse for our own sins or the sins of others, giving 
license to evil. But, even more importantly, we dare 
not make ourselves judges over our brethren, 


                                                           
2 Literally, “Having been sanctified in Christ, called to be saints.” 
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pronouncing those whom God has sanctified 
accursed. If men and women profess to believe the 
gospel of God’s free and sovereign grace in Christ, they 
are to be received and embraced by us as our brothers 
and sisters in Christ, “not to doubtful disputations” 
(Rom. 14:2). 
 
(Rom 14:4)  "Who art thou that judgest another man's 
servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, 
he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him 
stand." 
 
GOD’S WORK, NOT OURS 
 
Such judgment is God’s work, not ours. There are 
many who think they have the ability to distinguish 
between sheep and goats, between tares and wheat, 
between good fish and bad, and try to make it their 
business to separate the one from the other. They 
foolishly and arrogantly think they have the ability to 
determine who is saved and who is lost. The fact is ― 
No one has that ability. Our Lord Jesus pointedly tells us 
to let the wheat and tares grow together (Matt. 13:30). 
 
(Mat 13:30)  "Let both grow together until the harvest: 
and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, 
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in 
bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my 
barn." 
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If we try to separate the good from the bad, we will 
do so basing our judgment upon the outward 
appearance. We have no other bass of judgment. That 
means, our judgment is always wrong (1 Sam. 16:7).3 
 
(1 Sam 16:7)  "But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look 
not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; 
because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as 
man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the LORD looketh on the heart." 
 
If it were left to us we would always run off the sheep 
and hug the goats, pull up the wheat and cultivate the 
tares, throw out the good fish and keep the bad (Matt. 
13:28-30). Our business is to cast out the gospel net, 
gathering in fish, both good and bad, as the Lord 
determines, knowing that where Christ plants his wheat 
Satan plants tares and where Christ gathers his sheep 
Satan brings in goats. It is the business of God’s 
church and his servants to faithfully preach the 
gospel. As we do, God will, by the preaching of the 
gospel separate “the precious from the vile” (Jer. 15:19, 
gather his wheat into his barn and bind up the tares for 
the burning. The gospel fan is in our Lord’s hand. “He 
will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat 


                                                           
3 I do not suggest or imply that we are to embrace as our brothers and sisters 
in Christ those who deny the gospel of God’s free and sovereign grace in 
Christ. Anyone who does not believe the gospel of Christ is lost, no matter 
what he professes, how loudly he claims to believe on the Son of God, or 
how pious and devoted he may appear to be in his outward behavior (2 John 
9-10).  
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into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire” (Matt. 3:12). 
 
FOUR LETTERS 
 
It was during Paul’s two tears in Ephesus that he became 
aware of the problems in Corinth and began 
corresponding with them about their problems. He 
actually wrote four letters to them. Two of them were 
not inspired and are lost. 1st and 2nd Corinthians, his 
second and fourth letters, were written by divine 
inspiration and are preserved for us, for our learning and 
edification. 
 
In the first letter he had written, which he mentions in 1 
Corinthians 5:9, Paul had obviously rebuked the saints at 
Corinth sharply because of the many things by which 
they brought reproach upon the name of Christ and the 
gospel of his grace. But the evil practices continued. 
However, it did at least get their attention, and they 
wrote to Paul asking him a number of questions (7:1), 
which he answers by divine inspiration in this Epistle. 
 
PROBLEMS ADDRESSED 
 
Before answering their questions, Paul confronted the 
issues dividing the church, urging them to unite their 
hearts in the cause of Christ for the glory of God (1:10-
6:20). 
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(1 Cor 1:10)  "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that 
ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment." 
 
He asked, in verse 13, ― “Is Christ divided?” Of course, 
the answer is, “No.” Therefore, God’s people must not 
allow anything to divide them. Let us ever bend over 
backwards, swallowing our shameful, sinful pride (the 
cause of division), to promote the unity of God’s church 
(Eph. 4:1-6; 1 cor. 3:16-17). 
 
(Eph 4:1-6)  "I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, (2) With all lowliness and 
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in 
love; (3) Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. (4) There is one body, and one Spirit, 
even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; (5) 
One Lord, one faith, one baptism, (6) One God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all." 
 
(1 Cor 3:16-17)  "Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? (17) If 
any man defile the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are." 
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The problems dividing the saints at Corinth were 
basically twofold. 
 
1. The members of the church were divided 


according to their admiration of one preacher or 
another (1:10-4:21). 


 
Some claimed to be followers of Apollos the great 
orator, others of Peter the apostle to the Jews, others of 
Paul the apostle to the Gentiles, and others of Christ. 
Roger Ellsworth correctly observes, ― “These ‘Christ-
boasters’ were claiming that Christ belonged exclusively 
to them.” In fact, it appears that each group thought it 
had a corner on divine truth the others all lacked. 
 
The cause of the division was clearly an infatuation with 
carnal, worldly wisdom and an utter failure to 
understand that the preaching of the gospel is the 
wisdom of God. The Corinthians vainly imagined (as 
many do today) that men and women could be 
persuaded to believe on Christ, converted and attain 
spiritual knowledge by carnal means. 
 
• In chapter 1 (vv. 18-25) Paul declares that it is only 


by the preaching of the gospel that God calls out, 
saves, and teaches his elect. ― This, and this alone, 
is “the power of God and the wisdom of God.” 


• In verses 26-31 he tells us that the instruments God 
is pleased to use as his voices in this great work are 
themselves nothing. ― He uses nothings and 
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nobodies to call out his elect specifically for the 
purpose “that no flesh should glory in his presence.” 


 
(1 Cor 1:26-31)  "For ye see your calling, brethren, how 
that not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called: (27) But God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world 
to confound the things which are mighty; (28) And base 
things of the world, and things which are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are: (29) That no flesh should glory in 
his presence. (30) But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who 
of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption: (31) That, according as it 
is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." 
 
• In chapter 2 he tells us that the power of the gospel 


preached is neither in the intellectual ability or 
rhetorical ability of the preacher, but in the gospel 
message itself (2:1-5). 


 
(1 Cor 2:1-5)  "And I, brethren, when I came to you, 
came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God. (2) For I 
determined not to know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. (3) And I was with you 
in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. (4) And 
my speech and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
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Spirit and of power: (5) That your faith should not stand 
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God." 
 
• In chapters 3 and 4 Paul shows us clearly who 


God’s servants are and how they serve the cause of 
Christ. 


 
He has shown that God’s servants are all men with one 
message, ― “Jesus Christ and him crucified.” In 
chapter 3 he tells us that they are all totally insignificant 
and meaningless in themselves. We are but hoes and 
hoses by which God tills, and plants, and waters his 
garden. 
 
(1 Cor 3:4-8)  "For while one saith, I am of Paul; and 
another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? (5) Who 
then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom 
ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? (6) I 
have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the 
increase. (7) So then neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the 
increase. (8) Now he that planteth and he that watereth 
are one: and every man shall receive his own reward 
according to his own labour." 
 
Yet, he carefully points out that those instruments 
God uses are to be respected as his instruments of 
good to the souls of men. God’s servants are not to be 
idolized; and they are not to be despised. They are to be 
respected, honored, and received as God’s servants; and 
each is to be equally respected, honored and received as 
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God’s servant. Though nothing in themselves, Paul says, 
we are “ministers by whom ye believed” (3:5) and 
“laborers together with God” (3:9). 
 
Then he tells us that the only labor that shall be of 
any lasting value is gospel preaching. God’s servants 
all have one Foundation upon which to build and the 
church and kingdom of God is built on that one 
Foundation, which is Christ. Everything that passes for 
religious exercise, everything else that is brought into 
the church, every other means by which anyone attempts 
to build the church and kingdom of God is just wood, 
hay, and stubble and will be burned in the fire of God’s 
wrath. 
 
In the 4th chapter Paul asserts that God’s servants 
are but stewards in the house of God. As such they 
must have no concern for any man’s approval or 
disapproval, but of God’s only, knowing that all things 
will soon be revealed in their true light (4:1-5). 
 
(1 Cor 4:1-5)  "Let a man so account of us, as of the 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of 
God. (2) Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man 
be found faithful. (3) But with me it is a very small thing 
that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: 
yea, I judge not mine own self. (4) For I know nothing 
by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that 
judgeth me is the Lord. (5) Therefore judge nothing 
before the time, until the Lord come, who both will 
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will 
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make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall 
every man have praise of God." 
 
Only one thing is required of stewards ― 
Faithfulness. God’s servants are not required to brilliant 
or even smart, impressive or even mediocre, successful 
or even useful in the eyes of men. The one thing 
required of them is that they be found faithful, faithful to 
God, faithful to his glory, faithful to the gospel, and 
faithful to the souls of men. If one man is more useful or 
less useful than another as the steward of God, more 
talented or less talented than another, there is no cause 
for pride or division. God alone make the difference 
(4:7). 
 
(1 Cor 4:7)  "For who maketh thee to differ from 
another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? 
now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if 
thou hadst not received it?" 
 
2. The other problem and cause of division at 


Corinth was worldliness, the love of this world 
(5:1-6:20). 


 
Worldliness, contrary to popular religious opinion, is not 
dressing like the world, eating and drinking like the 
world, or doing business where the world does business. 
Worldliness is the love of the world. Nothing is more 
dangerous to our souls than that which our Lord calls 
“the care of this world and the deceitfulness of 
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riches…and the lusts of other things” (Matt. 13:22; Mark 
4:19). 
 
It was the love of the world that caused the 
Corinthian believers to wink at one of their own 
living in incest with his father’s wife. Such a thing was 
commonly accepted in the Roman world, and they did 
not wish to offend or appear judgmental of ungodliness. 
 
Paul demanded that the man be put out of the assembly, 
so that he might be converted from the error of his ways 
and to prevent him from corrupting the lives of others by 
the church’s obvious approval of his conduct. As Christ 
our Passover was sacrificed for us, we must sacrifice 
ourselves to him if we would keep the feast of faith and 
of the Lord’s Table “with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity an truth.” Sometimes that means saying 
publicly, “We do not approve of the evil the world 
embraces,” and thereby courting the world’s frowns and 
sneers. 
 
Lust after material wealth, love of the world, further 
stirred strife in the church, so much so that they were 
suing one another in courts of law (chap. 6). Men who 
were destined to sit in judgment over angels were 
bickering about money and property before unbelievers! 
 
How does Paul seek to correct the evil? Does he bring 
out the whip of the law? Never! He was addressing 
believers who live by a far higher rule and are motivated 
by a far higher principle. He corrects the evil of their 
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conduct by reminding these Corinthian saints of what 
God had done for them in Christ by his marvelous grace 
(6:9-11, 19-20). 
 
(1 Cor 6:9-11)  "Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 
(10) Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God. (11) And such were some of you: but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." 
 
(1 Cor 6:19-20)  "What? know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own? (20) For ye are 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, 
and in your spirit, which are God's." 
 
QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
 
Beginning in chapter 7, Paul answers the question the 
Corinthian church had asked in their letter to him. 
 
ASCETICISM ― Someone had persuaded some of 
these saints that if they would deprive themselves of 
natural, physical pleasure they would be more holy and 
spiritual. The particular thing about which they raised 
question was marriage. Would a brother or sister be 
more spiritual and useful if he or she chose not to enjoy 
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the privilege of marriage? If so, then should married 
couples live as celibates? Should those who are married 
get a divorce, so that they can be more devoted to the 
Lord? 
 
Ridiculous as these questions may appear to us, they 
were serious to the Corinthians. Once a person embraces 
the idea that evil is outside himself, there is no limit to 
the incredible extremes to which he will run to make 
himself appear more holy, devoted, and spiritual than 
another. I once knew a man who moved his family into a 
remote mountainous place, more than a hundred miles 
from the nearest neighbor (literally). When I asked him 
why he had done so, he answered, “I want to keep 
myself and my family holy”! 
 
The essence of Paul’s reply to such foolish notions is 
just this. Holiness is not outward, but inward. Marriage, 
the privileges of marriage, and all other things in this 
world, except those things prohibited by God in his 
world, is perfectly lawful and right. God did not save 
you to make life in this world miserable, but useful and 
meaningful. 
 
MEATS OFFERED TO IDOLS ― The same thing 
applies to meats offered to idols (chap. 8). If the 
Corinthian believer went to the meat market and bought 
a piece of meat, he did not need to ask whether it was 
meat left over from a pagan religious ceremony. If the 
person selling the meat made a point of the matter, or if 
one of his weaker brethren pointed out the fact that that 
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was the case, he ought to choose something else to avoid 
offense. 
 
In other words, the idol is nothing and its meat is 
nothing. We are at perfect liberty to use and enjoy 
anything in God’s creation for its intended purpose. But 
we must not use our liberty in a way that puts a 
stumbling block before our brethren. 
 
PAUL’S APOSTLESHIP ― Many at Corinth 
questioned Paul’s credibility as an apostle. He displays 
the folly of those who had been converted under his 
ministry, who had learned the things of God from his 
lips in chapter 9. 
 
He had labored with his hands at Corinth, making tents 
for his livelihood, lest any should accuse him of serving 
himself and preaching for personal gain. But he found 
that men determined to find an accusation will find one. 
Some at Corinth used Paul’s willingness to labor for his 
own bread as a reason to be suspicious of his 
genuineness as an apostle of Christ. So he seized the 
opportunity to teach them and us that God’s servants 
ought never be allowed, much less required, to provide 
for themselves. They are to be provided for and 
supported through the generosity of God’s people (9:7-
14). 
 
(1 Cor 9:7-14)  "Who goeth a warfare any time at his 
own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of 
the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not 
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of the milk of the flock? (8) Say I these things as a man? 
or saith not the law the same also? (9) For it is written in 
the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of 
the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for 
oxen? (10) Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For 
our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth 
should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope 
should be partaker of his hope. (11) If we have sown 
unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall 
reap your carnal things? (12) If others be partakers of 
this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we 
have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we 
should hinder the gospel of Christ. (13) Do ye not know 
that they which minister about holy things live of the 
things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are 
partakers with the altar? (14) Even so hath the Lord 
ordained that they which preach the gospel should live 
of the gospel." 
 
Yet, a faithful man will never allow the 
unfaithfulness of others to keep him from doing what 
God has called him to do (v. 16). 
 
(1 Cor 9:16)  "For though I preach the gospel, I have 
nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, 
woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!" 
 
WORSHIP ― The Corinthian church had so perverted 
the ordinances of our Lord that every aspect of worship 
in their public assemblies was wrong. They appear to 
have mixed both the laws and ceremonies of the Old 
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Testament and the practices of their pagan neighbors 
with the worship of God, much like churches do today. 
 
In chapter 10 Paul tells us that all that happened to 
Israel in the history recorded in the Old Testament 
happened to teach us spiritual, gospel truths. 
 
• As the Jews were baptized symbolically with 


reference to Moses, we have been baptized with 
reference to Christ. 


• The Rock that followed them through the wilderness 
was Christ. 


• The Water of Life that flowed to them from the 
smitten Rock portrayed the grace of God flowing to 
sinners through the Lamb of God smitten and 
crucified by the law of God as our Substitute. 


• As that Rock could be smitten but once, so Christ was 
“once slain to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself.” 


• As God was faithful to bring his chosen through all 
their temptations and trial into the land of promise, so 
he is faith to keep and preserve his elect today. 


• As Israel in all their sacrifices professed themselves 
to be one with the altar, so all who worship God in 
Christ are one with Christ, and we symbolically show 
that oneness at the Lord’s Table (10:16-17). 


 
(1 Cor 10:16-17)  "The cup of blessing which we bless, 
is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The 
bread which we break, is it not the communion of the 
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body of Christ? (17) For we being many are one bread, 
and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread." 
 
Chapters 11-14 address the matter of order in the 
worship of God. Paul had been asked about the role of 
women in public worship, the observance of the Lord’s 
Supper, and spiritual gifts. All these things the 
Corinthian church was perverting. Paul commands that 
women are to keep silent in the church and show proper 
respect for men before God, particularly for their own 
husbands. He told the church to observe the Lord’s 
Supper in faith, discerning the Lord’s body, in 
remembrance of Christ, not as a religious party. And he 
required that in all things the worship services of the 
public assembly were to be in a decent, reverent, orderly 
manner. 
 
The rule in all these things must be the glory of God 
and brotherly love (10:31; 12:31- 13:8). 
 
(1 Cor 10:31)  "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." 
 
(1 Cor 12:31)  "But covet earnestly the best gifts: and 
yet show I unto you a more excellent way." 
 
(1 Cor 13:1-8)  "Though I speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as 
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. (2) And though I 
have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, 
and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I 
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could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am 
nothing. (3) And though I bestow all my goods to feed 
the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and 
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. (4) Charity 
suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity 
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, (5) Doth not behave 
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked, thinketh no evil; (6) Rejoiceth not in iniquity, 
but rejoiceth in the truth; (7) Beareth all things, believeth 
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. (8) 
Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, 
they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall 
cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish 
away." 
 
THE RESURRECTION ― In chapter 15 the apostle 
displays his utter shock that some of the Corinthians had 
doubts about the resurrection of Christ. He tells us that 
there is but one gospel and that Christ’s resurrection is 
vital to its message (15:1-4). 
 
(1 Cor 15:1-4)  "Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you 
the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye 
have received, and wherein ye stand; (2) By which also 
ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto 
you, unless ye have believed in vain. (3) For I delivered 
unto you first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; (4) 
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures:" 
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Then he declares that our Lord’s resurrection from the 
dead is an undeniable fact of history (15:5-11). Next, 
Paul assures us that Christ’s resurrection guarantees the 
resurrection of all God’s elect in and by him unto 
everlasting glory and immortality (15:17-58). 
 
(1 Cor 15:20-25)  "But now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. (21) 
For since by man came death, by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead. (22) For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive. (23) But every 
man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward 
they that are Christ's at his coming. (24) Then cometh 
the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all 
rule and all authority and power. (25) For he must reign, 
till he hath put all enemies under his feet." 
 
(1 Cor 15:51-58)  "Behold, I show you a mystery; We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, (52) In a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. (53) For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. (54) So when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 
(55) O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory? (56) The sting of death is sin; and the strength 
of sin is the law. (57) But thanks be to God, which 
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giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (58) 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord." 
 
GIVING ― As is ever the case with those who look for 
an excuse to be miserly in giving, the Corinthians asked 
Paul how much each should give and how. In chapter 16 
he tells them and us that our giving is to be done as an 
act of worship in the house of God, as we gather in his 
house on the first day of the week, and that the measure 
of our giving is to be the liberality of love (16:1-3, 13). 
 
Paul closes this Epistle urging us to “stand fast in the 
faith and be strong” (16:13), to do all things in love 
(16:14) and, to addict ourselves to serving our brethren 
(16:15). His very last word is a combined word of 
condemnation against all do not love the Lord Jesus 
Christ and a benediction of grace upon all who do 
(16:22-24). 
 
(1 Cor 16:22-24)  "If any man love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha. (23) The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. (24) My love be 
with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen." 
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 Introduction: 
 
The books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther cover the history of 
Israel immediately following their return from Babylonian 
captivity to Jerusalem. There was only a remnant that returned, a 
remnant “whose spirit God had raised,” who returned to 
Jerusalem. Though there were probably three million Jews in 
Babylon at the time, only 50,000 returned. 
 
The Jews had gone down into Babylon as shepherds. But while 
they were there they learned the ways of Babylon and became 
successful businessmen, merchants and shop keepers. They 
became so prosperous, so lost to materialism, that they did not 
want to go back to Jerusalem even though they were still slaves 
in exile from their own land. They preferred the drudgery of 
Babylonian bondage, with its wealth, to the liberty of 
worshipping God in Jerusalem.  
 
Some have suggested that they became a different people while 
in Babylon. But that was not the case at all. The Lord sent them 
into captivity to prove them; and there they proved what they 
really were. So it is with all trials. Trials do not change us. They 
simply prove what we are. 
 
There was an elect remnant in Babylon whom the Lord reserved, 
whose spirit he revived, whose seventy year trial in Babylon 
made them pine for liberty and the worship of God in Jerusalem. 
Many of them refused to return when God opened the door. But 
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the Spirit of God stirred up the hearts of some and made them 
willing in the day of his power. The message of this Book is 
found in chapter 9 verse 9.—“OUR GOD HATH NOT 
FORSAKEN US.” 
 
Proposition: The Book is all about God’s great grace in keeping, 
reviving, and restoring his people. 
 
Actually, the Book of Ezra speaks of two returns from Babylon. 
First, in chapters 1-5. Zerubbabel led about 50,000 back to 
Jerusalem. After building again the altar of God and laying the 
foundation of the temple, there was another long period of 
languishing. This is the period covered by the Book of Esther. 
Then, in chapters 6-10, Ezra led another group, even smaller than 
the first, out of Babylon and back to Jerusalem. 
 
Chapter 9 records Ezra’s prayer, one of the most remarkable 
prayers of repentance found in the Bible. In this prayer, we see 
the whole of Israel’s problem and the bounteous, indestructible 
grace of God set forth in this Book. Let’s read chapter 9. Then, I 
will show you the message of the Book of Ezra. 
 
(Ezra 9:1-4)  "Now when these things were done, the princes 
came to me, saying, The people of Israel, and the priests, and the 
Levites, have not separated themselves from the people of the 
lands, doing according to their abominations, even of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the 
Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. {2} 
For they have taken of their daughters for themselves, and for 
their sons: so that the holy seed have mingled themselves with 
the people of those lands: yea, the hand of the princes and rulers 
hath been chief in this trespass. 
 
That was the cause of Israel’s trouble. 
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(Ezra 9:3-4)  And when I heard this thing, I rent my garment and 
my mantle, and plucked off the hair of my head and of my beard, 
and sat down astonied. {4} Then were assembled unto me every 
one that trembled at the words of the God of Israel, because of 
the transgression of those that had been carried away; and I sat 
astonied until the evening sacrifice. 
 
EZRA’S PRAYER 
 
(Ezra 9:5-15)  And at the evening sacrifice I arose up from my 
heaviness; and having rent my garment and my mantle, I fell 
upon my knees, and spread out my hands unto the LORD my 
God, {6} And said, O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up 
my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities are increased over 
our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens. {7} 
Since the days of our fathers have we been in a great trespass 
unto this day; and for our iniquities have we, our kings, and our 
priests, been delivered into the hand of the kings of the lands, to 
the sword, to captivity, and to a spoil, and to confusion of face, 
as it is this day. {8} And now for a little space grace hath been 
showed from the LORD our God, to leave us a remnant to 
escape, and to give us a nail in his holy place, that our God may 
lighten our eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage. {9} 
For we were bondmen; yet our God hath not forsaken us in 
our bondage, but hath extended mercy unto us in the sight of the 
kings of Persia, to give us a reviving, to set up the house of our 
God, and to repair the desolations thereof, and to give us a wall 
in Judah and in Jerusalem. {10} And now, O our God, what shall 
we say after this? for we have forsaken thy commandments, {11} 
Which thou hast commanded by thy servants the prophets, 
saying, The land, unto which ye go to possess it, is an unclean 
land with the filthiness of the people of the lands, with their 
abominations, which have filled it from one end to another with 
their uncleanness. {12} Now therefore give not your daughters 
unto their sons, neither take their daughters unto your sons, nor 
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seek their peace or their wealth for ever: that ye may be strong, 
and eat the good of the land, and leave it for an inheritance to 
your children for ever. {13} And after all that is come upon us for 
our evil deeds, and for our great trespass, seeing that thou our 
God hast punished us less than our iniquities deserve, and hast 
given us such deliverance as this; {14} Should we again break 
thy commandments, and join in affinity with the people of these 
abominations? wouldest not thou be angry with us till thou hadst 
consumed us, so that there should be no remnant nor escaping? 
{15} O LORD God of Israel, thou art righteous: for we remain 
yet escaped, as it is this day: behold, we are before thee in our 
trespasses: for we cannot stand before thee because of this." 
 
DIVINE FAITHFULNESS 
 
First, let’s go back to chapter 1 and learn something about the 
character of our great God. As Cyrus put it in verse 3, “The Lord 
God of Israel, he is the God!” 
 
(Ezra 1:1-3)  "Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, 
that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put 
it also in writing, saying, {2} Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, 
The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. {3} Who is there among you of all 
his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of 
Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem." 
 


• A Display of Divine Inspiration—Isaiah’s Prophecy and 
Jeremiah’s 


• A Display of Divine Sovereignty—The king’s heart is in 
his hand. 
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• A Display of Divine Faithfulness—Our God is always 
faithful. He promised to bring Judah out of Babylon after 
70 years; and he did. They had forsaken him; but he would 
not forsake them. 


 
Here is a picture lesson in divine chastisement. When God 
sends chastisement, it is not to destroy us, but to refine us. Judah 
fell captive to Babylon because Israel had fallen captive to their 
own lusts. But the Lord did not destroy them, he restored them. 
And in their restoration, he used even the very thing that had 
threatened to destroy them to enrich them. Ultimately, all the 
expenses needed for their restoration were given out of the king’s 
house in Babylon (6:4). 
 
But, learn this too, we must—Once we have fallen into a state of 
spiritual declension from our God, once we have been drawn 
away from him, we will never return to him, except he return us. 
The only ones who came back to Jerusalem were those “whose 
spirit the Lord had raised.” 
 
When Zerubbabel brought Israel back to Jerusalem, his first act 
was the building of God’s altar. That is always the very first 
thing that takes place when God restores our souls. He causes us 
to turn again to Christ and his great sacrifice for us, 
acknowledging with renewed consecration that we are his (1 Cor. 
6:19-20). 
 
The second thing they did was to lay the foundation of the 
temple. The work was met with mixed feeling (3:1-3, 11-13). 
 
(Ezra 3:1-3)  "And when the seventh month was come, and the 
children of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered 
themselves together as one man to Jerusalem. {2} Then stood up 
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his brethren the priests, and 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and his brethren, and builded the 
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altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as it is 
written in the law of Moses the man of God. {3} And they set the 
altar upon his bases; for fear was upon them because of the 
people of those countries: and they offered burnt offerings 
thereon unto the LORD, even burnt offerings morning and 
evening." 
 
(Ezra 3:11-13)  "And they sang together by course in praising 
and giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his 
mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. And all the people 
shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, 
because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. {12} 
But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who 
were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the 
foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a 
loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy: {13} So that the 
people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the 
noise of the weeping of the people: for the people shouted with a 
loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off." 
 
What a picture this is of the bitter sweetness of true repentance. 
When the Lord graciously grants us a little reviving in our souls, 
we weep because of our horrible offenses and rejoice because of 
his great goodness. 
 
Then, a third thing happened. In chapter four, the adversaries 
of Judah and Benjamin tried to turn them away from God again. 
These adversaries were Samaritans. They pretended to be 
friends, wanting to help rebuild the house of God. When 
Zerubbabel and the men of Judah refused to allow them to help, 
they turned on them fiercely, and (for a time) delayed the work. 
 


• These men were like our flesh. Everything in us, by 
nature, would turn us from our God. 
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• Judah could not allow these Samaritans to have any part in 
the work, because they had no part in the worship of 
God.—We must never lean to the flesh to do God’s work 
and will! 


 
GOD’S METHOD OF GRACE 
 
There is another lesson here that we must not miss. God always 
accomplishes his purpose of grace. But he uses human means to 
do it. 
 


• Cyrus issued his decree because God put it in his heart to 
do so (1:1); but Cyrus issued the decree. 


• Those who returned returned because God raised their 
hearts to return; but they returned. 


• Ezra succeed because the good hand of the Lord was upon 
him; but he succeeded (7:9). 


• Artaxerxes supported the work of rebuilding the temple 
because the Lord put it in his heart to do so (7:27); but he 
supported the work. 


• God favored the nation with repentance because of Ezra’s 
prayer (9-10). The Lord put the prayer in his heart, but 
Ezra prayed. 


• God raised up two prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, to 
prophesy to his people and move them to the work (5). 


• And deliverance came at exactly the time God had 
purposed and promised. 


 
GRACE ALL-SUFFICIENT 
 
The last thing I want you to see is this.—God’s grace is 
sufficient. 
 


• To Supply all Our Need 
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• To Preserve and Keep Us 
• To Enable us to Do His Will 


 
(Ezra 9:8-9)  "And now for a little space grace hath been showed 
from the LORD our God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and 
to give us a nail in his holy place, that our God may lighten our 
eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage. {9} For we 
were bondmen; yet our God hath not forsaken us in our 
bondage, but hath extended mercy unto us in the sight of the 
kings of Persia, to give us a reviving, to set up the house of our 
God, and to repair the desolations thereof, and to give us a wall 
in Judah and in Jerusalem." 
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BACKGROUND 
 
Pastor Roger Ellsworth gives an excellent introduction 
to 2 Corinthians in his very helpful book, The Guide – 
The Bible Book by Book. 
 


“In the conclusion of 1 Corinthians we find 
Paul anticipating Timothy making a visit to 
church of Corinth (1 Cor. 16:10). That visit 
apparently took place and yielded the bad 
news of considerable opposition to the 
apostle. Paul responded to this report by 
visiting Corinth himself. His visit, while not 
reported in the book Acts, can be inferred 
from Paul's own statements (2 Cor. 2:1; 
12:14; 13:1-2). This visit is known as 'the 
painful visit' because it evidently featured an 
ugly incident in which one of the 
congregation insulted Paul while the other 
members sat idly by. 
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After returning to Ephesus, Paul sorrowfully 
wrote to the church and sent the 'letter of 
tears' with Titus. In this letter, which we do 
not possess, the apostle called the church to 
discipline the man who had opposed him. 
Paul was so eager to receive Titus' report on 
the reception this letter that he left Ephesus 
and went first Troas (2:12) and then to 
Macedonia to meet him (7:6,13). He was 
greatly relieved to learn that most of the 
Corinthians had repented of their opposition, 
and the man who so vigorously opposed Paul 
had been disciplined by the congregation and 
had repented. While in Macedonia, Paul 
wrote 2 Corinthians and dispatched Titus and 
another brother (12:18) to carry it to 
Corinth.” 


 
KEY VERSE 
 
That which is central in 2nd Corinthians is the sacrifice of 
our Lord Jesus Christ as our great Substitute. We cannot 
understand the message of this Book until we understand 
the message of its key verse (5:21). Indeed, we cannot 
understand the Bible until we understand the message of 
2 Corinthians 5:21. ― “For he hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.” 
 
What profound truth, what stupendous grace, what 
wondrous mystery those words contain! ― “He,” God 
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the Father, “hath,” in holy justice and infinite mercy, 
“made,” by divine imputation, “him,” the Lord Jesus 
Christ, his infinite, well-beloved, only begotten, 
immaculate Son, “to be sin,” an awful mass of iniquity, 
“for us,” God’s elect, helpless, condemned, sinful 
rebels! 
 
Now, as the result of Christ being made sin for us and 
suffering all the horrid wrath of God as our Substitute to 
the full satisfaction of divine justice, all for whom he 
died are made to be the very righteousness of God in 
him by that same divine imputation! 
 
SUBSTITUTION 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 declares the great, glorious, and 
effectual substitutionary work of Christ upon the cross, 
as “he bare our sins in his own body upon the tree, that 
we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: 
by whose stripes ye were healed” (1 Pet. 2:24). This is 
the foundation truth of Christianity, the rock upon which 
our hopes are built. This is the only hope of the sinner, 
and the only joy of the true believer. 
 
“The heart of the gospel,” wrote C. H. Spurgeon, “is 
redemption, and the essence of redemption is the 
substitutionary sacrifice of Christ.” 
 
The great substitutionary work of Christ, the mighty 
transfer of sin from the sinner to the sinner’s Surety, the 
punishment of the Surety in the sinner’s place, the 
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pouring out of the infinite, indescribable wrath of God, 
which was due to us upon our Substitute ― This is the 
greatest transaction that ever took place upon the earth, 
the most marvelous sight that men ever beheld, and the 
most stupendous wonder that heaven ever executed. 
Jesus Christ was made to be sin for us, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him. Jesus Christ, the 
spotless Son of God, was made to be sin; and every 
sinner who trusts him is made the righteousness of God 
in him! 
 
PERSONAL LETTER 
 
2nd Corinthians is clearly the most personal and 
emotional of all his letters. These thirteen chapters are 
filled with passion. They contain far more personal 
information about Paul and his labors for the gospel than 
any of his other Epistles. But it is a great mistake to 
imagine that Paul wrote this Epistle merely to defend 
himself or to give us an account of what he did and 
suffered for Christ. Paul was far too concerned for the 
glory of God, the souls of men, and the gospel of Christ 
than that. His defense of himself and his ministry was 
not a personal defense. Rather it was the defense of 
Christ and the gospel of his grace that Paul preached. 
 
CHRIST CRUCIFIED 
 
Jesus Christ and him crucified is the message of 2 
Corinthians. The theme throughout these thirteen 
chapters is, as in all his Epistles, the glory of Christ in 







Through The Bible Series—2 CORINTHIANS 
 


5 


redemption and grace. 2nd Corinthians is filled with 
Christ and the glory of God's free grace in him. Every 
argument for obedience, every promise of grace, every 
hope set before us in these chapters, and every 
motivation by which Paul inspires us to live in this 
world for the glory of God is built upon the mercy, 
grace, and love of God in our all-glorious Christ. Let me 
show you. 
 
• When Paul speaks of grace and peace from God the 


Father, he tells us that it is “from the Lord Jesus 
Christ” (1:2). 


 
• When he speaks of the blessedness of God, “the 


Father of mercies and the God of all comfort, who 
comforteth us in all our tribulations,” he tells us that 
our mercies and consolations come to us and abound 
from our Lord Jesus Christ and his sufferings for us 
(1:3-5) and that as surely as he was raised from the 
dead our God will deliver us from all our woes by his 
grace (1:8-10). What blessed titles Paul here gives to 
our God: ― “the Father of mercies and the God of all 
comfort.” 


 
THE TENSES 
 
In the 10th verse of chapter 1 Paul speaks of God’s 
gracious deliverance in three tenses. He is telling us how 
the Lord continually delivered him from death. Though 
he had the sentence of death in himself and was so 
troubled that he “despaired even of life,” he learned not 
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to trust in himself, but “in God which raiseth the dead.” 
Then he tells us how the Lord had delivered him, was 
delivering him, and would deliver him. 
 
(2 Cor 1:10)  "Who delivered us from so great a death, 
and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet 
deliver us." 
 
In these things we have a magnificent picture of every 
believer’s experience of grace. Though we once 
despaired of life, living under the sentence of death in 
ourselves, the Lord God graciously saved us. But it is a 
great mistake to think of salvation only as something we 
experienced in the past. “Salvation” is a very big word. 
It includes all the work of God in bringing his elect from 
the ruins of fallen humanity into “the glorious liberty of 
the sons of God” in heaven. Salvation includes God’s 
past works of grace, his present works of grace, and his 
future works of grace. 
 
• The Lord our God has saved us. 
 
There is a very real sense in which it must be said that 
every believer’s salvation is a completed work in the 
past. Our God saved his elect in his eternal purpose of 
grace in Christ, the Lamb of God slain from the 
foundation of the world (Rom. 8:28-30; Eph. 1:3-6; Rev. 
13:8). Election, predestination, and adoption are works 
by which God saved us in eternity. 
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He saved us by the sin-atoning sacrifice of Christ at 
Calvary, too. When the Son of God cried, “It is 
finished!” redemption’s work was done. Sin was put 
away. And “we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son” (Rom. 5:10). 
 
And, at the appointed time of love, the Lord God saved 
us in regeneration, by the effectual, irresistible work of 
his Holy Spirit in omnipotent grace, giving us life and 
faith in Christ (Eph. 2:1-5). 
 
• The Lord is saving us now, ever supplying us with 


grace, preserving and keeping us, because he has 
declared that we “shall never perish” (John 10:28). 


 
• There is also a sense in which it must be said that 


our salvation is future, “for now is our salvation 
nearer than when we believed” (Rom. 13:11). 


 
All who have been saved are being saved, and shall yet 
be saved. He who has kept us will keep us unto the end. 
And, at the last day, he will raise us up into heaven, in 
the perfection of resurrection glory. 
 
THE PROMISES OF GOD 
 
When Paul declares his own veracity as the servant of 
God, he turns our attention immediately away from 
himself to the veracity of God our Savior and all the 
promises of God in him (1:18-22). He declares, “all the 
promises of God in Christ are yea, and in him Amen, 
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unto the glory of God by us.” Then, he tells us of four 
great works of grace, by which all the promises of God 
are verified to us (vv. 21-22). — (1.) He has established 
us in Christ. — (2.) He has anointed us with his Spirit. 
— (3.) He has sealed us in his grace. — And (4.) he has 
“given us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.” 
 
ALWAYS TRIUMPHANT 
 
In chapter 2, when Paul asserts the certain and 
constant acceptance and triumph of gospel preachers 
and their message, he says, “For we are unto God a 
sweet savor Christ” (vv. 14-16). 
 
(2 Cor 2:14-16)  "Now thanks be unto God, which 
always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every 
place. (15) For we are unto God a sweet savour of 
Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: 
(16) To the one we are the savour of death unto death; 
and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is 
sufficient for these things?" 
 
(2 Cor 3:4-5)  “And such trust have we through Christ to 
God-ward: (5) Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to 
think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of 
God;" 
 
When he declares that unbelieving men and women read 
the Scriptures with a blindfold over their eyes, and 
therefore cannot see the things of God, he asserts that 
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that “veil is done away in Christ.” Once God gives faith 
in Christ, the blindfold is taken away, and we are able to 
see and enter into the kingdom of God (3:14, 17, 18). 
 
(2 Cor 3:17-18)  “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. (18) But we all, 
with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 
 
A TRUSTED TREASURE 
 
Paul looked upon the ministry God had given him as a 
heavenly treasure trusted to his care, to which he was 
determined to be faithful. In chapter 4 he declares that 
the message he preached, the message we must preach, 
is “the glorious gospel of Christ,” that by which God 
gives light and grace to chosen sinners (4:3-7). 
 
(2 Cor 4:3-7)  “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are lost: (4) In whom the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image 
of God, should shine unto them. (5) For we preach not 
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your 
servants for Jesus' sake. (6) For God, who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. (7) But we have this 
treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of us.” 
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TROUBLE EVERYWHERE 
 
Beginning with verse 8 (chap. 4), Paul tells us the he had 
trouble everywhere, all the time. For him heartache and 
woe were relentless. He was “always bearing about in 
the body the dying of the Lord Jesus” (4:10). Yet, when 
he speaks of his countless afflictions, he declares them 
to be but light afflictions and momentary compared to 
the glory awaiting us in heaven with Christ (4:8-5:9). 
Blessed is that man or woman who learns to live 
constantly in the immediate prospect of eternity. It 
would lighten our load, brighten our days, drive away 
our gloom, and cheer our hearts to live every day as 
though we were on the doorstep of heaven. 
 
(2 Cor 4:14-18)  "Knowing that he which raised up the 
Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall 
present us with you. (15) For all things are for your 
sakes, that the abundant grace might through the 
thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. (16) 
For which cause we faint not; but though our outward 
man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 
(17) For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory; (18) While we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are 
not seen are eternal." 
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(2 Cor 5:1)  "For we know that if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." 
 
PERSUASIONS 
 
In chapter 5, knowing the terror of the Lord awaiting 
sinners at the judgment seat of Christ, the apostle seeks 
to persuade all who read this Epistle to be reconciled to 
God. How does the inspired writer persuade sinners 
to trust Christ? By declaring to them the finished work 
of and redemption accomplished by the crucified Son of 
God (5:14-6:2). 
 
(2 Cor 5:14-21)  “For the love of Christ constraineth us; 
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were 
all dead: (15) And that he died for all, that they which 
live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 
him which died for them, and rose again. (16) Wherefore 
henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though 
we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now 
henceforth know we him no more. (17) Therefore if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new. (18) 
And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the 
ministry of reconciliation; (19) To wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us 
the word of reconciliation. (20) Now then we are 
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ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you 
by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to 
God. (21) For he hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him.” 
 
(2 Cor 6:1-2)  “We then, as workers together with him, 
beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in 
vain. (2) (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time 
accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured 
thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation.)” 
 
UNEQUAL YOKE 
 
Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 have been 
terribly misapplied by many to teach that believers are to 
separate themselves from unbelievers in their daily lives 
and normal earthly connections. But that is not the 
meaning of this passage.  
 
In 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1, Paul is calling for all who 
trust Christ to come out of Babylon, to make a clean 
break with all false religion. Here, the apostle Paul 
promises, by divine inspiration, that God will receive all 
who abandon the religion of the world (all freewill, 
works religion), trusting Christ alone as Savior and 
Lord. He promises that all who trust Christ shall be 
received by God as his own sons and daughters (6:14-
7:1). 
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(2 Cor 6:14-18)  “Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light 
with darkness? (15) And what concord hath Christ with 
Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an 
infidel? (16) And what agreement hath the temple of 
God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; 
as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
(17) Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you, (18) And will be a Father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty.” 
 
(2 Cor 7:1)  “Having therefore these promises, dearly 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.” 
 
As we relentlessly separate ourselves from the filth of 
Babylon’s religion, we are continually perfecting 
(bringing to its end and completion) our separation from 
the world by our God and our separation unto our God. 
 
CHRISTIAN GIVING 
 
When Paul instructs the saints at Corinth about giving, 
he inspires and motivates generosity in them by 
reminding them and us of Christ’s great love for us and 
the unspeakable gift of God in him (8:7-9; 9:15). 
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(2 Cor 8:7-9)  “Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, 
in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all 
diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in 
this grace also. (8) I speak not by commandment, but by 
occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the 
sincerity of your love. (9) For ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might 
be rich.” 
 
(2 Cor 9:15)  “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable 
gift.” 
 
There is an abundance of instruction in the New 
Testament about Christian giving. All of 1st Corinthians 
9 and 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 are taken up with this 
subject. But there are no commands to the people of God 
anywhere in the New Testament about how much we are 
to give. Tithing and all systems like it are things 
altogether foreign to the New Testament. Like all other 
acts of worship, giving is an act of grace. It must be free 
and voluntary. But there are some plain, simple 
guidelines laid down in 1st and 2nd Corinthians for us to 
follow. 
 
1. Christian giving must be motivated by love and 


gratitude towards Christ (2 Cor. 8:8-9). Love needs 
no law. It is a law unto itself. It is the most powerful 
and most generous of all motives. 
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2. Our gifts must arise from willing hearts (2 Cor. 
8:12). If that which you give arises from a willing 
heart, if it is given freely and cheerfully, it is 
accepted of God. The Lord is not concerned with the 
amount of your gift, be it great or small; he looks to 
the motive behind it. 


3. We should give to the work of the gospel in 
proportion to our blessings from the Lord (1 Cor. 
16:2). We are expected to give generously in 
accordance with our own ability. 


4. All of God’s people should give (“everyone,” 1 Cor. 
16:2; — “every man,” 2 Cor. 9:7). Men and women, 
rich and poor, old and young - all who are saved by 
the grace of God are expected to give for the support 
of God’s church and kingdom. 


5. We should be both liberal and sacrificial in our 
giving (2 Cor. 9:5-6). We have not really given 
anything until we have taken that which we need, 
want and have use for and given it to the Lord (Mark 
12:41-44). 


6. Our gifts must be voluntary (2 Cor. 9:7). 
7. Our gifts must be purposed. — “Every man 


according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him 
give” (2 Cor. 9:7). 


8. We are to give as unto the Lord (Matt. 6:1-5). We 
give, not to be seen of men, but for the honor of 
Christ, hoping for nothing in return. 


9. This kind of giving is well-pleasing to God. — 
“God loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7; Phil. 4:18; 
Heb. 13:16). 


 







Through The Bible Series—2 CORINTHIANS 
 


16 


OUR WARFARE 
 
In the 10th chapter Paul tells us that the weapons of our 
warfare (prayer, faith, and gospel preaching), by which 
we bring rebels to the obedience of faith are not carnal, 
but spiritual (10:3-5). 
 
(2 Cor 10:3-5)  “For though we walk in the flesh, we do 
not war after the flesh: (4) (For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds;) (5) Casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;” 
 
God’s church is an army at war in hostile, enemy 
territory. Our battle is not political, or social, or even 
moral, but spiritual. We are engaged in a war for the 
souls of men and the glory of God. In this great army 
there are five ranks of soldiers the foolish, the weak, the 
base, the despised, and the things which are not (1Cor. 
1:26-29). And the weapon by which the church of God 
shall march over the gates of hell and prevail is the 
gospel of Christ. 
 
PAUL’S FEAR 
 
In chapter 11 the apostle Paul shows great concern, lest 
anyone be “corrupted from the simplicity that is in 
Christ,” by those who preach another Jesus, another, 
spirit, another gospel, and another righteousness (11:2-5, 
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13-15). He was fearful that the influence of false 
apostles (men who claimed to speak as God’s 
messengers, but were really Satan’s messengers) might 
turn some away from the singular hope of faith ― 
Christ. 
 
(2 Cor 11:2-5)  “For I am jealous over you with godly 
jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I 
may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. (3) But I 
fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve 
through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ. (4) For if he that 
cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not 
preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have 
not received, or another gospel, which ye have not 
accepted, ye might well bear with him. (5) For I suppose 
I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles.” 
 
(2 Cor 11:13-15)  “For such are false apostles, deceitful 
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of 
Christ. (14) And no marvel; for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light. (15) Therefore it is no 
great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according 
to their works.” 
 
It is very important that we see how Paul describes 
these messengers of hell, by whom the souls of men are 
deceived with a false gospel and preaching “another 
Jesus” and “another spirit.” They are not described as 
promoters of licentiousness, immorality and open 
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blasphemy. They are far more subtle than that. These 
men are wicked men who, as “Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light,” present themselves 
as “the ministers of righteousness.” They promote 
righteousness, devotion, morality, and religious works. 
But the righteousness they preach and promote is self-
righteousness, righteousness produced by men, not the 
righteousness of God in Christ. 
 
ABUNDANT REVELATIONS 
 
When Paul describes his temporary translation into 
heaven, he says very little about that and focuses our 
attention instead upon the lessons he had learned about 
the all-sufficient grace of God in Christ (12:2-10). 
 
(2 Cor 12:2-10)  “I knew a man in Christ above fourteen 
years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether 
out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an 
one caught up to the third heaven. (3) And I knew such a 
man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot 
tell: God knoweth;) (4) How that he was caught up into 
paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not 
lawful for a man to utter. (5) Of such an one will I glory: 
yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities. (6) 
For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; 
for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man 
should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, 
or that he heareth of me. (7) And lest I should be exalted 
above measure through the abundance of the revelations, 
there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger 
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of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above 
measure. (8) For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, 
that it might depart from me. (9) And he said unto me, 
My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. (10) Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in 
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.” 
 
The things he saw and heard in Paradise were things 
that no tongue could describe. When the experience 
ended, lest he “should be exalted above measure 
through the abundance of the revelations” given to him, 
the Lord gave him a “thorn in the flesh.” He sent Satan 
to him as a messenger, constantly beating him in the 
face, to keep him from glorying in what he had 
experienced. 
 
PRAYER 
 
Though he did not look upon it as such at the time, Paul 
tells us that this thorn in the flesh was God’s gift to him 
(Phil. 1:29). At the time, it was so aggravating, painful, 
and hard to bear that Paul earnestly prayed for the Lord 
to take this thorn from him. 


 
We must not miss the lesson here given about prayer. 
None of us knows what is best for the glory of God, 
the good of our own souls, or the accomplishment of 
God’s purpose of grace in Christ (v. 8). Because we 







Through The Bible Series—2 CORINTHIANS 
 


20 


do not know what is best, we do not know how to pray 
for anything as we ought. It is written, “We know not 
what we should pray for as we ought” (Rom. 8:26). 
Prayer is not for the gratification of our carnal lusts. It is 
not the means by which we obtain what we want from 
the Lord. Prayer, true prayer, involves submission to the 
will of God. It is the cry of the believer’s heart to his 
heavenly Father to do what is right and best. If I am 
God’s child, if truly I know him and trust him, I want 
what he has purposed. I bow to him, surrendering my 
will to his will, my desires to his purpose, my pleasure to 
his glory, knowing that his will is best. Therefore, when 
we pray (in our ignorance) the Holy Spirit cleans up our 
prayers and presents to the Father the true groanings of 
our hearts (Rom. 8:26). 
 
Our Lord Jesus taught us ever to surrender our will 
to the Father’s will. When the will of God appears to 
contradict that which might appear to be most pleasing 
to our flesh, we ought always to follow our Masters 
example, saying, “Not my will, thy will be done.” (See 
John 12:27-28.) 
 
(John 12:27-28)  "Now is my soul troubled; and what 
shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this 
cause came I unto this hour. (28) Father, glorify thy 
name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I 
have both glorified it, and will glorify it again." 
 
In this passage Paul tells us plainly that though the 
Lord graciously refused give him what he asked for, 
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he graciously granted him what he really wanted and 
needed. 
 
John Gill wrote, “The Lord always hears and answers 
his people sooner or later, in one form or another, 
though not always in the way and manner they desire; 
but yet in such a way as is most for his glory and their 
good. The apostle had not his request granted, that Satan 
might immediately depart from him, only he is assured 
of a sufficiency of grace to support him under the 
exercise, so long as it should last.” 
 
ALL-SUFFICIENT GRACE 
 
The Lord graciously assured Paul of his all-sufficient 
grace. ― “He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (v. 
9). Here God’s elect are assured of his grace in Christ 
and the absolute sufficiency of it always and in all 
things. One of the names of our great God is El-
Shaddai, which means God All-sufficient! The grace of 
God in Christ and that alone is our sufficiency. Nothing 
but the grace of God in Christ is sufficient grace; and 
that is sufficient for all his elect all the time and in all 
circumstance. 
 
Look at verse nine again. In the second part of the 
verse our Savior declares that his strength is made 
perfect in our weakness. Obviously, our weakness 
contributes nothing to the perfection of Christ’s strength. 
He is the omnipotent God. The meaning of this 
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statement is that the strength of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ appears to be or is manifestly perfect 
through the weakness of those sinners who are saved 
by his grace. Paul writes in another place, “When we 
were yet without strength, in due time, Christ died for 
the ungodly.” 
 
Read the last sentence of verse nine one more time. 
― “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 
It is only when we are brought to acknowledge our 
weakness, infirmity, frailty, nothingness, and 
insufficiency that the power of Christ and his all 
sufficient grace rests upon us. The moment we flex our 
muscles, straighten our backs, lift our chins and say, “I 
can do this,” we are in trouble. 
 
PLEASURE IN INFIRMITY 
 
In 2nd Corinthians 12:10 we read, "Therefore I take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I 
am weak, then am I strong." Here, writing by 
inspiration, Paul obeys the admonition given in Joel 
3:10, where it is written, “Let the weak say, I am 
strong”. He that is weak and sees himself to be so is 
strong in Christ, and has the blessed experience of 
renewed strength from him day by day. May God give 
us grace, always, in all things, to know our weakness, 
that we may have his strength. 
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SELF-EXAMINATION 
 
When he calls for us to examine ourselves (13:5), the 
one thing to be determined is whether or not we are in 
the faith, whether or not we trust Christ. 
 
(2 Cor 13:5-6)  “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in 
the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own 
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be 
reprobates? (6) But I trust that ye shall know that we are 
not reprobates.” 
 
We are not to examine one another. And we are not to 
subject ourselves to the examination of others. If you 
examine others, you will become hardened in self-
righteousness, harsh and judgmental, arrogantly making 
yourself the standard by which you judge others. If you 
subject yourself to the examinations of others, you will 
have nothing but the words and opinions of men as the 
basis of your faith. Your assurance, if you get any, will 
be nothing but a temporary, self-righteous confidence, 
varying with the opinions of the preacher to whom you 
are listening. 
 
The point of examination is this one thing — 
"Whether ye be in the faith." It does not matter when, 
where, or how you came to be in the faith, or even who 
was preaching when you believed. It only matters that 
"ye be in the faith." For most of God's people, 
conversion is not a climatic experience, but a gradual 
process. Some, like Saul of Tarsus, have great, climatic 
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experiences. But most are brought to Christ one faltering 
step at a time. And even those who have Damascus road 
experiences must be gently led into the knowledge of 
Christ by one like Ananias (Acts 9:6-18). Are you, or are 
you not, now in the faith? That is the only issue of 
examination. If you are in the faith, you are saved. If you 
are not, you are lost. 
 
"Prove your own selves." — The only way to know 
"whether ye be in the faith" is to bring your faith to the 
Word of God, crying with David, "Search me, O God, 
and know my heart: try (prove) me, and know my 
thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me (see 
if I am in the way of the wicked), and lead me in the way 
everlasting" (Psa. 139:23-24). 
 
If God will "say unto my soul, I am thy salvation" (Psa. 
35:3), I want no other proof. Does the Lord God give 
such a word to believing sinners by which we may be 
assured of his grace? Indeed, he does (1 John 5:1-13). 
 
(1 John 5:1-3)  “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that 
begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. By this we 
know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God, and keep his commandments. For this is the love of 
God, that we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous.” 
 
(1 John 5:10-13)  “He that believeth on the Son of God 
hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God 
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hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record 
that God gave of his Son. And this is the record, that 
God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life. These things have I written 
unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye 
may believe on the name of the Son of God.” 








Sermon #161       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:      NEHEMIAH 
     “Build Thou the Walls of Jerusalem” 
 Text:   Nehemiah 6:3 
 Subject:  Building the Walls of Jerusalem—The Message of Nehemiah 
 Introduction: 
 
As the Book of Ezra describes the great work of rebuilding the 
temple in Jerusalem, the Book of Nehemiah describes the 
rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. The Book of Nehemiah is 
really just a continuation of the Book of Ezra. The theme in 
both books is the restoration of divine worship and the 
restoration of God’s people. 
 
These two things always go hand in hand. When there is a 
revival of true worship, there is revival in the hearts of God’s 
elect. And when the Lord sends revival to his people, the 
worship of God is restored and set in order. This is clearly set 
before us in David’s prayer of repentance in Psalm 51:18-19. 
 
(Psalms 51:18-19)  "Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: 
build thou the walls of Jerusalem. {19} Then shalt thou be 
pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering 
and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon 
thine altar." 
 
SEPARATION 
 
As the temple of God speaks of the place of divine worship and 
sacrifice, and represents the whole work of salvation, the 
salvation of God’s elect by the sacrifice, intercession, and grace 
of Christ, the walls of Jerusalem (the city of God—the church) 
represent another aspect of grace and salvation. The walls 
represent both the security of God’s elect in Christ and that 
which separates the people of God from all the people of the 
world (1 Cor. 4:7; Ex. 11:7). 
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(1 Corinthians 4:7)  "For who maketh thee to differ from 
another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if 
thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not 
received it?" 
 
(Exodus 11:7)  "But against any of the children of Israel shall not 
a dog move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know 
how that the LORD doth put a difference between the Egyptians 
and Israel." 
 
What separates us from others? Grace, nothing but the free, 
sovereign, saving grace of God! 


• Electing Grace 
• Redeeming Grace 
• Calling Grace 
• Keeping Grace 


 
Four times, Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem, the leaders of those 
who conspired against Ezra, Nehemiah and Judah sent word to 
Nehemiah to leave off the work of building the walls of 
Jerusalem to come down and meet them. Though their real 
purpose was to stop the work, their pretense was that they 
wanted to work out a plan whereby they could unite in the great 
work. Four times, Nehemiah gave them the same reply (Neh. 
6:3). 
 
(Nehemiah 6:3)  "And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am 
doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why should the 
work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?" 
 
Proposition: Like Nehemiah, our concern in this world, the 
work to which we have been called, is the building of God’s 
church; and we must not allow anything or anyone to turn us 
aside from that which our God has sent us to do. 
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There was an interval of about twelve years between the work of 
Ezra’s reforms and the time that Nehemiah obtained permission 
from King Artaxerxes, to whom he was cup-bearer, to go up to 
Jerusalem. 
 
ARTAXERXES 
 
Reading the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, we frequently 
run across the names of Artaxerxes and Ahasuerus. But really, 
these are not the names of different kings, but the titles given to 
them. That fact gives us a little difficulty. But it really should 
not. Many years later, the rulers of Rome were called “Caesar,” 
but their were several different Caesars. The title “Artaxerxes” 
means "the great king." “Ahasuerus” means "the venerable 
father." The titles Artaxerxes in Nehemiah and Ahasuerus in 
Esther refer to the same king, King Darius spoken of in the book 
of Daniel. Then, to add to the confusion, Artaxerxes in the book 
of Ezra is not the same Artaxerxes spoken of in Nehemiah. That 
Artaxerxes was opposed to the work Ezra and Nehemiah led the 
Judah to perform. He opposed the building of the temple (Ezra 
4:21-24). He was probably Darius’ son. 
 
NEHEMIAH’S CONCERN 
 
Nehemiah was deeply distressed by the news that his brethren 
gave him concerning the God’s people in Jerusalem (1:1-4). 
 
(Nehemiah 1:3-4)  "And they said unto me, The remnant that are 
left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction 
and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the 
gates thereof are burned with fire. {4} And it came to pass, when 
I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned 
certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven" 
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The rest of the first chapter (vv. 5-11) records his great prayer of 
intercession to God. Nehemiah was imminently a man of prayer. 
Throughout these 13 chapters, he interjects brief prayers. As he 
worked and labored in his great cause, he continually sought 
God’s direction and help, depending upon him. 
 
Nehemiah’s heart was broken. His soul was stirred by the news 
of the desolate condition of the city with its broken walls. So 
much so that, as he served King Artaxerxes, the king asked him 
what was wrong with him (2:2-3). 
 
(Nehemiah 2:2-3)  "Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy 
countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but 
sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore afraid, {3} And said unto 
the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my 
countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' 
sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with 
fire?" 
 
The king then asked him what he wanted and sent him to 
Jerusalem to build the walls of the city. To put it in Nehemiah’s 
words, “So it pleased the king to send me…And the king granted 
me, according to the good hand of my God upon me” (vv. 6-8). 
 
Nehemiah found things in horrible condition at Jerusalem. He 
gathered the elders together and told them of the good hand of 
his God upon him, and they said, “Let us rise up and build. So 
they strengthened their hands for this good work” (2:18). 
 
NEHEMIAH’S PRAYER 
 
This book is full of lessons for us. It begins with Nehemiah’s 
confession of sin and prayer to God on behalf of his people 
(chapter 1). 
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• His great concern is for the house of God, the people of 
God, and the worship of God (vv. 1-4). 


• He ascribes to God the glory and praise of his greatness as 
God (v. 5). 


 
(Nehemiah 1:5)  "And said, I beseech thee, O LORD God of 
heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and 
mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments:" 
 


• Throughout this prayer, he describes God’s people in such 
a way as to move him to be gracious, seeking mercy on the 
grounds of God’s greatness and the desperate need of his 
people. 


 
(Nehemiah 1:6-11)  "Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine 
eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, 
which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of 
Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of the children of 
Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my 
father's house have sinned. {7} We have dealt very corruptly 
against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the 
statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant 
Moses. {8} Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou 
commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye transgress, I will 
scatter you abroad among the nations: {9} But if ye turn unto me, 
and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of 
you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I 
gather them from thence, and will bring them unto the place 
that I have chosen to set my name there. {10} Now these are 
thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy 
great power, and by thy strong hand. {11} O Lord, I beseech 
thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, 
and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: 
and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him 
mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's cupbearer." 
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WORKERS TOGETHER (Chapter 3) 
 
Nehemiah was sent by the king to do the work, but neither he nor 
the king thought that this great work would be the work of one 
man. The work involved all those who feared God. Nehemiah 
and the people of Judah labored side by side as “laborers 
together with God” (1 Cor. 3:9). 
 
• Christianity is not a spectator sport. The work of the church is 


not the work of one man, but of many, working together with 
God. This is not my ministry, but ours—Yours, mine, and 
Christ’s! (Our Tapes, Our Books, Our Service). 


 
As they built the walls of Jerusalem, they began at the Sheep 
Gate and completely enclosed the city (chapter 3). Priests, rulers, 
goldsmiths, apothecaries, and merchants, all worked side by side, 
brothers working together in the common cause of God. We are 
told exactly who set up the various gates, with the locks and the 
bars thereof. 
 
No work done for God’s glory is overlooked by him no mater 
how small it might appear in our eyes. He delights to place on 
record the humblest service. It is written, "And I heard a voice 
from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them" 
(Rev. 14:13). 
 
That is what we are doing, laboring together for the glory of 
God, for the worship of God, to build the kingdom of God. 
Let us be like “Baruch, the son of Zabbai, (who) earnestly 
repaired the other piece, from the turning of the wall unto the 
door of the house of Eliashib the high priest” (3:20). 
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OUR ENEMIES (Chapters 4-6) 
 
But, in chapters 4-6, the descendants of the Samaritans, who had 
harassed Zerubbabel, were relentless in their efforts to hinder the 
work. First they mocked them: “What do these feeble Jews? That 
which they build, if a fox go up, he shall even break down their 
stone wall.” “Hear, O our God; for we are despised,” was 
Nehemiah’s prayer. “So built we the wall; and all the wall was 
joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind 
to work” (4:1-6). 
 
When their mockery could not stop the faithful from their work, 
Judah’s foes conspired to fight against Jerusalem. But Nehemiah 
says, “We made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch day 
and night.” He armed the workers and gave orders that at the 
sound of the trumpet they were to run to the place needing help 
and defend the city. 
 
That is when Sanballat and his crowd sent the messages to 
Nehemiah, asking him to meet them in the plain of Ono. His 
reply was, “I am doing a great work: why should the work cease, 
whilst I leave it, and come down to you?” Then they accused 
Judah of rebellion (antinomianism), and sought to weaken their 
hands and make them afraid, but Nehemiah replied to Tobiah: 
“There are no such things done as thou sayest, but thou feignest 
them out of thine own heart.” And as a last resort, one urged 
Nehemiah to take refuge in the Temple, “for they will come to 
slay thee.” “Should such a man as I flee?” was Nehemiah’s 
steadfast reply. “So the wall was finished in fifty and two days” 
(6:15). 
 
Those who oppose Christ and the gospel we preach will employ 
any means they can to hinder or discourage us from doing God’s 
work. Let us, like Nehemiah, ever remember who has 
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commissioned us, and praying and relying upon our God, 
completely disregard, utterly ignore their carpings. 
 
CHRIST OUR PRIEST (Chapter 7) 
 
The register of those who first came from Babylon under 
Zerubbabel is again repeated in chapter 7. Some of the priests 
names could not be found in the genealogy. could not be found, 
“Therefore were they, as polluted, put from the priesthood. And 
the Tirshatha (Governor) said unto the, that they should not eat 
of the most holy things, till there stood up a priest with Urim and 
Thummim” (7:63-65). 
 
Here we have here one of those instances in the Old Testament 
when the Face of Christ suddenly shines forth in the most 
unexpected and unlikely places. This is only a register and a few 
priests who could not find their place in it. But it makes our 
hearts thrill with the consciousness that we have a great High 
Priest – the Lord Jesus Christ – who has the Urim and 
Thummim, who is the “Light and Perfection.” He settles the 
question as to our right to communion with God, symbolized in 
the eating of the most holy things. He declares that, as those who 
are made priests unto God by him, we are worthy to partake of 
the holy things. His blood and righteousness makes us worthy. 
 


• To Approach God 
• To Be Baptized 
• To Receive the Lord’s Supper 
• To Wear the Name “Sons of God!” 


 
He has, by his own blood, entered in once for all into the holy 
place, having obtained eternal redemption for us (Heb. 9:12). 
And if we trust in his one great sacrifice for sins for ever, we also 
may draw nigh and have communion with God, not once a year, 
or once a month, or once a week, merely, but continually! 
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Christ is our great High Priest – not by genealogy from Aaron, 
but “after the order of Melchizedek,” who was “without 
genealogy” (Heb. 7:3 RV). Melchizedek’s genealogy was, no 
doubt, omitted to fit him all the more to be a type of Christ who 
had no earthly father. God has called us in Christ to be Priests 
unto him, and our right of priesthood depends upon whether we 
have been born again and have our names written, not in an 
earthly register, but in the Lamb’s Book of Life. He has, 
moreover, provided for our fitness in the present tenses of John’s 
Epistle. First, “The blood cleanseth,” so that there need never be 
any cloud between our souls and God. Second, “The anointing 
abideth,” so that there need never be any lack of the supply of 
His Spirit for service. 
 
PLACE OF PREACHING (Chapters 8-12) 
 
When we get to chapter 8 we see that the immediate result of the 
work of restoration was a great hunger for God’s Word. The 
people gathered themselves together as one man unto Ezra before 
the Water Gate, and begged him to bring forth the Book of the 
Law of Moses. 
 
Here Ezra, perhaps an old man now, comes forward again, and 
we see him and Nehemiah uniting in God’s service. We are 
given a striking picture of Ezra’s preaching. Already we have 
seen him as a reformer, and as a man of prayer, and now all his 
skill in the Law of the Lord comes out as he stands on that pulpit 
of wood – “made for the purpose” – with thirteen of the leaders 
of the people standing beside him, and all the people thronging 
round. He opened the roll of the book, and having prayed, 
read the Law distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused the 
people to understand it. Hour after hour, and subsequently day 
after day, they listened, men and women and children, “all that 
could understand.” 
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His preaching stirred Jerusalem as Savonarola’s preaching stirred 
Florence. The people wept as they found how far short they had 
come of God’s will. But Ezra and Nehemiah and the Levites 
stilled the people, and told them not to weep, and their weeping 
was turned into joy by the preaching of God’s great goodness 
revealed in his work, that which is recorded in his Word. “And 
the people went their way…to make great mirth, because they 
had understood the words that were declared unto them” (8:12). 
“Great peace have they that love Thy law.”  
 


• Kept the Feast of Tabernacles 
• Made a Covenant, Renewed Consecration 


 
The children of Israel sealed themselves under a solemn 
covenant to keep the Law, especially with regard to marriages 
with the heathen, to keeping the Sabbath, and to maintaining the 
worship of God. 
 
The dedication of the walls was a joyful occasion, for “God had 
made them rejoice with great joy: the wives also and the children 
rejoiced; so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off” 
(12:43). 
 
MORE DECLINE (Chapter 13) 
 
Yet, in spite of all the grace and goodness they had experienced, 
these blessed people show us again that God’s people in this 
world are but sinners saved by grace. 
 
Once more twelve years have passed, and Nehemiah, who had 
been back at the Court of Shushan, returned to Jerusalem, to find 
all the terms of the covenant broken and the Law disregarded. He 
dealt with all these abuses firmly. Eliashib, the priests, because 
he was allied unto Tobiah the Ammonite, had given a chamber in 







Through The Bible Series—NEHEMIAH 
 


11 


the Temple to this enemy of the Lord. Nehemiah turned him out 
immediately. Again, Nehemiah contended with the rulers 
because he found that the service of the house of the Lord was 
neglected. Next he found a wholesale disregard of the sabbath. 
 
Such contempt for the things of God, his honor, his worship and 
the blessed rest of faith symbolized in the sabbath day must not 
be tolerated. If it is, it will inevitably lead to utter apostasy. It is a 
sign of the perilous times of these last days, when “Men shall be 
lovers of their own selves…loves of pleasure more than lovers of 
God” (2 Tim. 3:1-4). 
 
COMPROMISE 
 
Nehemiah found that the Jews had married among the heathen, 
violating God’s express command is both an act of defiance and 
idolatry (Ex. 34:14-17). Great evil is sure to follow. The result 
here was that their children spoke half in the speech of Ashdod, 
and half in the Jews’ language. In other words, their children 
learned by their compromise to be idolaters.  
 
Believers are to marry “only in the Lord.” We must “not be 
unequally yoked together with unbelievers” in any area of life, 
but most particularly in marriage. Those who disobey God’s 
revealed will in this matter, marrying unbelievers, can expect 
nothing but sorrow as a result. 
 
The argument (excuse) is frequently used that the believer will 
be able to win the unbelieving to Christ. But we must never 
expect God’s blessing upon our disobedience. I have often seen 
the Lord graciously intervene; but, more often than not, the result 
of such a union is that the person professing to be a believer is 
gradually drawn, (It may be almost imperceptibly.), to love the 
things of the world, and is found – together with the children of 
such a marriage – speaking “half the speech of Ashdod,” and 
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unable to speak as a citizen of the heavenly city. The spirit of 
compromise with the world mars the usefulness for Christ of 
many homes and churches, just as it did in Solomon’s. 
 
In all these breaches of God’s law Nehemiah “contended with 
the Jews,” whether they were nobles or rulers or the common 
people, he dealt with them pointedly. He did not rest till all was 
put right. This was no lack of love on his part, but just the 
opposite. He was willing to spend and be spent for his people. It 
is an evidence of true love to deal faithfully with compromise, 
false doctrine and rebellion of any kind. Any church today 
blessed of God with a pastor who has the boldness, love and 
faithfulness Nehemiah had to deal with such things, has reason to 
give thanks to God for his goodness in giving his church pastors 
according to his own heart (Jer. 3:15). 
 
GOD’S PEOPLE STILL 
 
Having said all that, let us not set ourselves up as judges over 
one another when the Lord’s people are overtaken in a fault, 
condemning them as unbelieving and reprobate. Evil must be 
reproved by God’s servants, by the faithful exposition of holy 
Scripture, as it was by Ezra and Nehemiah. But when our 
brothers and sisters in Christ are overcome in a fault, let it be 
ours to fulfill the law of Christ, bearing their burden, doing what 
we are able to restore them in meekness, considering ourselves 
(Gal. 6:1-4). 
 
The Holy Spirit specifically illustrates the fact that those who are 
truly beloved of the Lord are yet subject to such evils, by using 
Solomon as an example both of the sins of the Jews on this 
occasion and of the immutability of God’s mercy, love and grace 
to his elect (Neh. 13:26; Mal. 3:6). 
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The fall of another reminds us that we are all sinners saved by 
grace. None of us are beyond temptation. None of us are beyond 
weakness. None of us are beyond sin. There is nothing we would 
not do, and completely justify ourselves in doing it, if the Lord 
left us to ourselves for a moment. 
 
The falls of others give us opportunity to love and help. These 
sad events in the lives of God’s saints in this world should serve 
as reminders that salvation is altogether the work of God’s free 
grace, that our only righteousness before God is the 
righteousness of God in Christ, and that the only thing that 
makes one to differ from another is God’s goodness and grace in 
Christ. Therefore, it is written, in Ephesians 4:32-52—"And be ye 
kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. Be ye therefore 
followers of God, as dear children; and walk in love, as Christ 
also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and 
a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour." 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
1  Date:  Danville—Tuesday Evening—May 20, 2003 
    Redeemer Baptist Church, Louisville KY (Friday PM 05/23/03) 
 Tape #  X-60b 
 Readings: Bob Poncer and Bobbie Estes 
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 Title:       GALATIANS 
     “I do not Frustrate the Grace of God.” 
 Text:   Galatians 2:21 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening — April 6, 2004 
 Tape #  Y-13a 
 Readings: Bob Duff and Larry Brown 
 Introduction: 
 
If I had opportunity to address all the preachers, 
religious leaders, theologians, and religious people of 
this world at one time, who believe and teach that 
salvation is in any way, to any degree dependent upon or 
determined by the will or work of man, I would lay this 
solemn charge, this horrible indictment against them ― 
You frustrate the grace of God and make the death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ an insignificant, meaningless, useless 
thing. That is precisely the charge Paul laid against who 
taught such heresy in Galatia. Then, he declared, as 
spokesman for all who believe and preach the gospel of 
God’s free, sovereign, saving grace in Christ, “I do not 
frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by 
the law, then Christ is dead in vain” (Gal. 2:21). That is 
just how serious the book of Galatians is. 
 
When Paul sat down to write this Epistle, he was clearly 
provoked and angry. This book was intended (intended 
by Paul and by God the Holy Spirit who inspired it) to 
be a deliberate, forceful confrontation. There are no 
friendly greetings, no gentle salutations, no kind, 
soothing reflections in this book. Everything in these six 
chapters is “in your face” confrontation. 
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AN ANGRY APOSTLE 
 
To say the least, the apostle was a little hot under the 
collar. Why? What provoked Paul and stirred his anger? 
The Galatians churches, churches God raised up under 
the influence of Paul’s ministry among them, were being 
led away from Christ and his gospel by false teachers in 
their midst. These men, professing to be the servants of 
Christ, were slandering Paul, accusing him of being a 
false prophet, and denying the gospel of God’s free and 
sovereign grace in Christ, while pretending to promote 
and defend it. They were trying to make Christianity an 
extension of Judaism, just as multitudes do today. 
 
They did not openly deny that salvation is by the grace 
of God in Christ. They did not openly state that Christ is 
not enough, that Christ is not sufficient, or even that 
works must be mixed with faith. The messengers of 
Satan are far more subtle than that. They were teaching 
salvation by grace through works; but they did not state 
it quite that way. The Galatian heretics taught that true 
faith is a faith that expresses itself in the observance of 
the Mosaic law, that any faith that did not express itself 
in law obedience was a false faith. These men and their 
heresy were being embraced by the Galatian churches. 
 
Paul was shocked. How could they be confused about 
this? If salvation is by grace, it cannot be by works. If 
salvation is by works, it cannot be by grace (Rom. 11:6). 
There can be no mixture of the two. 
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(Rom 11:6)  “And if by grace, then is it no more of 
works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of 
works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no 
more work.” 
 
The issue at Galatia, unlike the issues at Corinth 
(horrible as they were), was the gospel of God, the glory 
of God, the finished work of Christ, and the souls of 
men. Therefore, Paul jumped in, as one writer put it, 
“with both fists flying.” Paul had reason to be provoked. 
His anger was completely justified. 
 
KEY VERSES 
 
There are two key verses in this Epistle. These two 
verses summarize the things at stake in Galatia and the 
things at stake in our day (2:21 and 6:14). 
 
(Gal 2:21)  “I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if 
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in 
vain.” 
 
(Gal 6:14)  “But God forbid that I should glory, save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 
 
ONE GOSPEL 
 
It is ever the practice of those who oppose the gospel of 
God’s free grace to slander the men who preach it. The 
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legalists at Galatia knew they could not refute Paul’s 
doctrine by Scripture. If they were to turn men away 
from Paul’s message, they must turn them away from 
him. Therefore, they sought to discredit Paul as God’s 
messenger. 
 
For this reason, the opening verses of Galatians 1 
identify Paul decisively as an apostle of God, not an 
apostle of men, or an apostle by the authority of men, 
but of and by the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father. 
With that as his authority, Paul denounces as false every 
rival gospel. He tells us that every “gospel” that teaches 
the sinner to look for righteousness and salvation 
anywhere except in Christ alone is no gospel at all, but a 
frustration of the grace of God; and with regard to those 
who preach another “gospel” he says, “let him be 
accursed” ― “Let him be damned forever” (1:6-9). 
 
(Gal 1:6-9)  “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from 
him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another 
gospel: (7) Which is not another; but there be some that 
trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. (8) 
But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed. (9) As we said before, so 
say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel 
unto you than that ye have received, let him be 
accursed.” 
 
The gospel of God is good news about something done, 
not good advice about something you must do. The 
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gospel is the good news of redemption obtained, 
righteousness brought in, sin put away, and salvation 
secured by obedience and death of Christ as the sinner’s 
Substitute (Dan. 9:24; John 19:30; Heb. 1:1-3; 9:12, 26, 
28; 10:10-14). Anyone who asserts that something must 
be done by the sinner before these things can be 
accomplished is a false prophet, preaching a false 
gospel, and those who follow him follow him to hell. 
 
That is just how serious this matter is. And that is 
exactly what Paul asserts in Galatians 1:6-9. Having 
said that, the fat was in the fire. In verses 10-24 Paul 
asserts that, contrary to the accusations of his detractors 
at Galatia, he had no desire to please men and made no 
effort to do so. The gospel of God was not something he 
learned from men. He learned it by divine revelation. 
His authority as an apostle and preacher, though 
confirmed by the other apostles (2:1-10), was not 
derived from them, but from Christ himself. 
 
PETER’S COMPROMISE 
 
So far was Paul from being a compromising man-pleaser 
that when Peter compromised the gospel by his actions 
at Antioch Paul withstood him to the face (2:11-17). 
While at Antioch, Peter enjoyed a good pig-picking with 
the Gentile brethren there, until he saw some of his 
Jewish brethren approaching. At the sight of these men, 
Peter got up from the table and separated himself from 
the Gentiles, as if to say, “Oh, I should not have done 
that. The law of Moses forbids eating good barbeque.” 
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When he did, by his mere act, he led many into error, 
even Barnabas. By his mere action, Peter led others to 
believe that righteousness, justification, salvation and 
acceptance with God is not totally the work of God’s 
grace, but in some way dependent upon our own 
obedience to the law of God. 
 
FRUSTRATING GRACE 
 
Peter’s actions were far more evil than most imagine. 
His implied doctrine was a frustration of the grace of 
God. He implied that justifying righteousness can be 
obtained by the works of men. Therefore Paul publicly 
withstood him to the face before both the Jews and the 
Gentiles at Antioch (2:14-17). 
 
(Gal 2:14-17)  “But when I saw that they walked not 
uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto 
Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after 
the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why 
compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? (15) 
We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the 
Gentiles, (16) Knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even 
we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be 
justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of 
the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be 
justified. (17) But if, while we seek to be justified by 
Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore 
Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.” 
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JUSTIFICATION 
 
We are justified by the faith of Christ, not by our faith in 
Christ, but by the faith and faithful obedience of Christ 
himself unto death as our Substitute. By our faith in 
Christ we receive and enjoy the blessedness of 
justification. We are not justified by something we do, 
but by Christ alone. To suggest, or imply in any way that 
our works have anything at all to do with making us 
righteous before God for justification is to deny the 
gospel altogether. Paul puts it this way ― “I do not 
frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by 
the law, then Christ is dead in vain” (2:21). If 
righteousness could be established by something men 
do, then Christ died for nothing! Paul could not have 
used stronger language to denounce the heresy of mixing 
works with grace for justification. Salvation is by grace 
alone, in Christ alone, received by faith alone, without 
works of any kind. 
 
ANTINOMIANISM 
 
Paul understood exactly what he was saying, and 
understood exactly what his detractors would say about 
his doctrine. He could almost hear them screaming with 
clinched fists, “Antinomianism! That is antinomianism! 
If our works have nothing to do with righteousness, if 
we can be saved without obeying God’s law and doing 
good works ourselves, you are telling us that we can go 
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out and live like we want to in lawlessness, 
licentiousness, and lasciviousness.” 
 
I know that is what they said, both because that is what 
Paul says they said (2:17) and because I have heard 
those words countless times. You see, the legalist never 
really wants to live as he pretends to live. The very 
language he uses to denounce free grace betrays the fact 
that if he could be saved without serving God, he would 
not serve him. 
 
The fact is, any man who preaches salvation by grace 
alone, without works, will be accused of antinomianism, 
of promoting licentiousness; but the charge is baseless 
and false. 
 
(Gal 2:17)  “But if, while we seek to be justified by 
Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore 
Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.” 
 
SANCTIFICATION 
 
In chapter 3 Paul moves from justification to 
sanctification. He argues with the Galatians and us that 
their experience of grace forbids the idea that 
righteousness can be obtained by our works (Gal. 3:1-3). 
 
(Gal 3:1-3)  “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched 
you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes 
Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified 
among you? (2) This only would I learn of you, 
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Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith? (3) Are ye so foolish? having begun in 
the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?” 
 
Sanctification and justification are two distinct works of 
God’s grace; but the two cannot be separated. Those 
who are justified are also sanctified. And sanctification 
as well as justification is a work of grace alone. Once we 
have received righteousness in justification by faith in 
Christ, we do not make ourselves more holy, more 
righteous before God by our works in sanctification. 
Christ is both our justification and sanctification (1 Cor. 
1:30; Heb. 10:10-14). His name is Jehovah-tsidkenu ― 
“THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Jer. 23:6). We 
have no righteousness before God but him. To suggest 
that we make ourselves righteous by our works in 
sanctification is to mix grace and works; and that is a 
frustration of the grace of God. ― “I do not frustrate the 
grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then 
Christ is dead in vain” (2:21). 
 
NO MIXTURE 
 
In a word Paul’s doctrine is this ― Any mixture of grace 
and works in the matter of righteousness is a total denial 
of grace, for it is a frustration of grace. Therefore (3:19-
4:31) he tells us that the whole purpose of the law was 
fulfilled when Christ suffered, died, and rose again as 
our Substitute. The law was our schoolmaster unto 
Christ. Once Christ came and fulfilled it, the law’s work 
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was finished. ― “Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone that believeth” (Rom. 10:4). 
 
There is no place for legal bondage in the household of 
faith. Those who would bring God’s saints under the 
yoke of the law deny the whole gospel of the grace of 
God and every believer’s experience of grace. They who 
attempt to make themselves righteous by the works of 
the law are still under the curse of the law (3:10-11). 
 
(Gal 3:10-11)  “For as many as are of the works of the 
law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them. (11) But that no man is 
justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, 
The just shall live by faith.” 
 
• They deny our experience of grace (3:1-5). 
• They deny the Old Testament Scriptures, which assert 


that Abraham was justified by faith without works 
(3:6-9). 


• They deny the efficacy of Christ’s atonement, 
asserting that Christ died in vain, that he did not 
actually secure the blessing of grace for God’s elect 
by his death (3:13-14). 


• They deny the whole purpose of the law as a 
schoolmaster unto Christ (3:15-29). 


• They deny the blessed liberty of the gospel and the 
grace of God, the very liberty Christ obtained for us 
by his obedience to the law and his death by the law, 
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by attempting to bring us back under the yoke of 
bondage (4:1-11). 


 
(Gal 4:4-7)  “But when the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, (5) To redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. (6) And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. (7) 
Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a 
son, then an heir of God through Christ.” 
 
Christ died for God’s elect (his eternally adopted 
children) that we might receive the Spirit of adoption in 
regeneration, giving us faith to look upon God through 
the blood of our Savior with confidence as our heavenly 
Father (Heb. 10:19-22). Trusting Christ, we are no 
longer servants, but sons. The promoters of law 
righteousness would have us swap sonship for slavery! 


No wonder Paul was fearful for their souls! No wonder 
he stood in doubt of them (4:19). These Gentile 
believers, to whom the law was never given, were being 
duped by their false teachers to swap the liberty of 
Christ for the bondage of Moses. 
 
(Gal 4:9-11)  “But now, after that ye have known God, 
or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the 
weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again 
to be in bondage? (10) Ye observe days, and months, 
and times, and years. (11) I am afraid of you, lest I have 
bestowed upon you labour in vain.” 
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In the latter part of chapter 4 (vv. 21-31) Paul uses Sarah 
and Hagar and their sons Isaac and Ishmael as an 
allegory. The allegory teaches us that as Hagar and 
Ishmael (the fruit of Abraham’s shameful works to 
perform God’s righteous promise) had to be cast out of 
Abraham’s house, so all our own righteousness must be 
cast out as filthy rags. It is written, “Cast out the bond 
woman and her son.” There is no room in the house of 
grace for the works of the flesh, for legal obedience. 
 
STAND FAST 
 
In the 5th chapter Paul urges us to stand fast in the 
blessed liberty of the gospel, warning us that if we do 
anything by which we hope to gain God’s favor, 
improve our standing in God’s favor, or keep ourselves 
in God’s favor, we have abandoned the gospel and 
abandoned grace altogether. He says, Christ is of no 
value to anyone who attempts to make himself righteous 
before God (5:1-4). 
 
(Gal 5:1-4)  “Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage. (2) Behold, I 
Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall 
profit you nothing. (3) For I testify again to every man 
that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole 
law. (4) Christ is become of no effect unto you, 
whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen 
from grace.” 
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There is no antinomianism here, no licentiousness, no 
encouragement to sin. Far from it! The rest of the book 
of Galatians is a declaration that this liberty of grace is 
life in the Spirit. As we walk in the Spirit, looking to 
Christ alone for righteousness and salvation, we will not 
fulfil the lusts of the flesh. It is self-righteousness and 
legalism that causes men and women to bite and devour 
one another (in the name of righteousness!). Grace 
teaches believers to restore their fallen brethren, to bear 
one another’s burdens, to love one another, and so to 
fulfil the law of Christ. Grace teaches us not to sow to 
the flesh and reap corruption, but to the Spirit and reap 
life everlasting. Our only hope is the cross of Christ. Our 
only motivation, our only rule of life is the cross. And all 
who have this hope and live by this rule are blessed as 
“the Israel of God.” 
 
(Gal 6:14-16)  “But God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. (15) For in 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumcision, but a new creature. (16) And as many as 
walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and 
mercy, and upon the Israel of God.” 
 
THE CROSS 
 
The sum and essence of all true doctrine, the essence of 
all true Christianity, and of all motivation in the lives of 
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God’s elect in this world is the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ (6:14). 
 
(Gal 6:14)  “But God forbid that I should glory, save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 
 
When Paul writes, “God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,” he is telling us 
that his only trust, his only hope before God is that 
which Christ accomplished as our all-sufficient, 
effectual Redeemer at Calvary. 
 
Throughout the book of Galatians the cross of Christ is 
central. The cross, as Paul uses it, refers not to the 
wooden cross upon which Christ died, or the historic 
fact of the cross, but the doctrine of the cross ― 
Redemption and salvation by the death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ as our sin-atoning Substitute. 
 
1. The cross is deliverance by blood atonement (1:3-


5). 
 
(Gal 1:3-5)  “Grace be to you and peace from God the 
Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, (4) Who gave 
himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this 
present evil world, according to the will of God and our 
Father: (5) To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 
 
2. The cross is life (2:19-20). 
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(Gal 2:19-20)  “For I through the law am dead to the 
law, that I might live unto God. (20) I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” 
 
3. The cross is righteousness (2:21). 
 
(Gal 2:21)  “I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if 
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in 
vain.” 
 
4. The cross is the remove of our curse (3;13). 
 
(Gal 3:13)  “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:” 
 
5. The cross is the certainty of God’s blessing (3:14). 
 
(Gal 3:14)  “That the blessing of Abraham might come 
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” 
 
6. The cross is the center of our faith (3:22). 
 
(Gal 3:22)  “But the scripture hath concluded all under 
sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be 
given to them that believe.” 
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7. The cross is the ground of our adoption (4:4-7). 
 
(Gal 4:4-7)  “But when the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, (5) To redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. (6) And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. (7) 
Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a 
son, then an heir of God through Christ.” 
 
8. The cross is an offense to the unbelieving (5:11). 
 
(Gal 5:11)  “And I, brethren, if I yet preach 
circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is 
the offence of the cross ceased.” 
 
9. The cross is the source of all grace (5:22-24). 
 
(Gal 5:22-24)  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, (23) 
Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. (24) 
And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with 
the affections and lusts.” 
 
10. The cross is that by which we are crucified unto 


the world and the world unto us (6:14-15). 
 
(Gal 6:14-15)  “But God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. (15) For in 
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Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumcision, but a new creature.” 
 
11. The cross is our rule, our peace, our mercy, our 


life (6:16-18). 
 
(Gal 6:16-18)  “And as many as walk according to this 
rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel 
of God. (17) From henceforth let no man trouble me: for 
I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. (18) 
Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit. Amen.” 
 


“I must needs go home by the way of the cross, 
There's no other way but this; 
I shall ne'er get sight of the gates of light, 
If the way of the cross I miss. 
 
I must needs go on in the blood sprinkled way, 
The path that the Savior trod, 
If I ever climb to the heights sublime, 
Where the soul is at home with God. 
 
So I bid farewell to the way of the world, 
To walk in it never more; 
For the Lord says, "Come," and I seek my home, 
Where He waits at the open door. 
 
The way of the cross leads home, 
The way of the cross leads home, 
It is sweet to know as I onward go, 
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The way of the cross leads home.” 
 
(Gal 6:14)  “But God forbid that I should glory, save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 
 
(Phil 3:1-3)  “Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. 
To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not 
grievous, but for you it is safe. (2) Beware of dogs, 
beware of evil workers, beware of the concision. (3) For 
we are the circumcision, which worship God in the 
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no 
confidence in the flesh.” 
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 Title:        EPHESIANS 
     “To the Praise of His Glory” 
 Text:   Ephesians 1:3-14 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening—April 13, 2004 
 Tape #  Y-13b 
 Readings: Lindsay Campbell and David Burge 
 Introduction: 
 
(Eph 1:3-14)  “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: (4) According as 
he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame before 
him in love: (5) Having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, (6) To the 
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us 
accepted in the beloved. (7) In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace; (8) Wherein he hath 
abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; (9) 
Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed 
in himself: (10) That in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even 
in him: (11) In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose 
of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his 
own will: (12) That we should be to the praise of his 
glory, who first trusted in Christ. (13) In whom ye also 
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trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye 
were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, (14) Which 
is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of 
the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.” 
 
I do not need to inform you that Paul’s letter to the 
Church at Ephesus is one of my favorite portions of 
Scripture. I would not exalt one portion of Scripture 
above another. Yet there are some portions more 
specifically suited to constant meditation and study than 
others. For example, I know very few people who have 
memorized or spent much time studying the first chapter 
of Numbers, which records the numbering of the 
children of Israel in their genealogies. Though those 
genealogies are very important, they are not exactly 
designed for daily meditation. 
 
The first chapter of Ephesians is different. Here we 
are brought immediately into the counsel chambers of 
the triune God, caused to think about electing love, 
blood atonement, effectual grace, and preserving mercy, 
and made to worship before the august throne of our 
triune, covenant-keeping God, our Father in heaven, our 
beloved Savior, and our Divine Comforter. 
 
I have preached so often from this blessed Epistle that I 
have not been able to keep track of all the sermons I 
have preached from it. Tonight, we will take a brief 
overview of these six chapters. We will skip along the 
surface of these deep, deep waters, like one of those 
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birds you see, swooping down here and there for an 
invigorating dip in the cool water, a refreshing drink, or 
a tasty morsel of meat. We will just wade along the 
shore, picking up the most obvious nuggets of gold. 
 
Before we wade into these waters, while you pull your 
shoes and socks off and roll your britches up, let me tell 
you why Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is such a 
delightfully precious portion of Holy Scripture to me 
and why it is such a constant source of meditation. 
 
SPEAKS OF CHRIST 
 
I love this book because of the Person of whom it 
speaks. When I open the book of Ephesians, no matter 
where I am reading, no matter where I sit down, no 
matter where I walk in this treasure house, I feel as if I 
am immediately in the presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. I read it again yesterday, marking the places 
where the words “in Christ,” “in him,” “by Christ,” 
“through Christ,” “for Christ,” or other words with the 
same meaning are used. I am sure I missed some, but I 
counted fifty-five. Fifty-five times the Holy Spirit 
reminds us that everything we have from God, 
everything we are by grace, and everything we hope to 
enjoy in glory is in Christ! In Christ God has given us all 
that he can give and all that we can enjoy. He has given 
us himself! 
 
THE EPHESIANS 
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I love to muse upon the things written in these pages 
because of the people to whom this book was written 
- The Ephesians. Ephesus was a large, wealthy, 
metropolitan city of Asia Minor. It was called, “The 
Light of Asia”. It was a city filled with brilliant, wealthy 
people. It was the envy of the world in its day. 
Tradesmen, scholars, philosophers, and orators flocked 
to Ephesus. They thought it had everything a man could 
want. But Ephesus was a godless society. Actually, that 
is not true. They had gods galore. But they were 
altogether without the knowledge of God. Like the 
society in which we live, idolatrous, man-centered 
religion walked hand in hand with superstition, 
immorality, lasciviousness, and utter decadence. The 
great temple of Diana at Ephesus, just like many 
religious people in our day, openly promoted every 
moral perversity imaginable. Yet, from among these 
hell-bent pagans, the Lord God was pleased to raise up a 
people, objects of his everlasting love, to whom he 
revealed his gospel, in whom he revealed his Son, and 
by whom he made known his grace. 
 
CONTRAST 
 
What a contrast there is in the very first verse of the 
epistle between the person who wrote it and the people 
to whom it was written. It is a contrast that singularly 
displays the great sovereignty of our God in the exercise 
of his grace. ― “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 
will of God, to the saints (those who are sanctified) 
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which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful (those who 
have been and are made faithful) in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Not many of the wise, the mighty, and the noble are 
called, but a few are. Most of God’s servants, most of 
the prophets of the Old Testament, most of the apostles 
in the New Testament, and most gospel preachers today 
were nobodies and nothings when God called them, 
shepherds and fishermen. But Paul was one of the most 
brilliant and most highly educated men of his day. Like 
Isaiah in the king’s court, this man was a man whose 
words were respected and heard. Yet, before God saved 
him, he Saul of Tarsus would not have allowed himself 
to even come into contact with these pagan Gentiles at 
Ephesus, for whom he later risked his life, that he might 
preach the gospel to them! 
 
• Truly, God is no respecter of persons. He has mercy 


on whom he will have mercy! 
• God’s servants are just messengers. It matters not 


whether the messenger has an eloquent, trained and 
polished, baritone voice, which uses perfect grammar, 
or has a coarse, gravely voice and obviously does not 
know the difference between an adverb and an 
adjective. God’s messengers are not sent to impress, 
but to instruct, to deliver a message. 


• Paul considered himself nothing but God’s 
messenger, and counted it his highest honor to be 
such. ― “Unto me, who am less than the least of all 
saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among 
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ” (3:8). 
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HEAVENLY PLACES 
 
I love the book of Ephesians because it brings me into 
“heavenly places”. The words “heavenly places” are 
found nowhere else in the Bible, except in the book of 
Ephesians. The Holy Spirit inspired Paul to use this term 
five times (1:3; 1:20; 2:6; 3:10; 6:12). Some prefer to 
translate the word used in these places “heavenlies” 
instead of “heavenly places”. Whichever way it is 
translated, this term, “heavenly places,” refers to 
heavenly things, heavenly words, heavenly doctrines, 
heavenly promises, heavenly possessions, and heavenly 
experiences belonging to God’s elect in Christ. 
 
“Heavenly places” refer to the place of eternal, 
covenant  blessings in Christ ― “Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ” (Eph. 1:3). 
 
“Heavenly places” speak of the place of our great 
High Priest’s royal, kingly intercession, advocacy, 
and sovereign dominion. ― “And what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty power, Which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, 
and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 
Far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to come” (Eph. 1:19-21). 
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“Heavenly places” identifiy our spiritual union and 
communion with Christ as well. ― “And hath raised 
us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6). There he is, yonder, 
at the Father’s right hand, seated, accepted, blessed. But 
here is something more. Yonder, “in heavenly places,” 
I am, seated, accepted, blessed, at the Father’s right 
hand. 
 
Frequently, I do not feel so close to my God. Indeed, I 
often feel far off from God. But my faith does not rest in 
my feelings. My comfort and assurance are not derived 
from the cracked cistern of my feelings. My faith is in 
and my comfort, hope, and assurance are founded upon 
the Word of God. And God says in his Word, right here 
in Ephesians 2:6, that I am with Christ “in heavenly 
places”. And I prefer what God says to what my lying 
hearts says! 
 


“Near, so very near to God, nearer I cannot be, 
For in the Person of His Son, I am as near as He!” 


 
“Heavenly places” are those places in which we are 
taught of God by divine revelation ― “To the intent 
that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places might be known by the church the manifold 
wisdom of God” (Eph. 3:10). 
 
This passage of Scripture refers to the gathered 
assemblies of God’s saints around the world as 
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“heavenly places” of spiritual instruction. Here, as we 
sing, and pray, and worship, and receive instruction in 
the knowledge of Christ by the gospel of the grace of 
God, the angels of God are also instructed in the 
wonders of blood atonement, pardoning love, and saving 
grace! 
 
“Heavenly places” are the place of spiritual privilege 
and stern perplexity, blessed assurance and 
bothersome anxiety, sweet communion and stubborn 
conflict ― “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12 marginal 
translation). 
 
The world is the enemy of our Father. The devil is in 
arms against our Master. The flesh is at war with the 
Spirit. And our carnal hearts are enmity against God. 
Therefore, we need not be surprised to find our daily 
experience an experience of unceasing, constant warfare. 
 
GRACE 
 
And I love this blessed book of Ephesians because it 
talks so much about grace, God’s free, sovereign, 
saving grace in Christ. 
 
All right, you’ve got your shoes and socks off and your 
britches rolled up. Now, let’s go wading for just a little 
while. Wherever you see a diamond or a nugget of gold, 
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if you care to pick it up and put it in your pocket, you are 
free to do so. If you see an inviting deep pool, just dive 
in. Everything here in this treasure filled ocean is yours, 
if you are Christ’s. 
 
Proposition: All grace is ours in Christ by divine 
purpose and joyful experience to use for our own 
comfort and peace and for one another’s good and for 
the glory of our great God and Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
THE EXPLANATION OF GRACE ― Chapter 1 
 
In the first chapter of Ephesians Paul explains what God 
has done for us by his wonderful, free, saving grace in 
Christ. He begins this epistle by telling us what the 
triune God has done for us by his grace, according to his 
own sovereign will and eternal purpose, for the praise of 
his glory. The grace of God flows to us from the three 
persons of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Grace comes to sinners according to the Father’s 
purpose, the Son’s purchase, and the Spirit’s power. 
 
ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS 
 
The apostle assures us that all God’s elect have been 
blessed of God with all spiritual blessings in Christ from 
eternity (1:3), and that all the blessings of grace come to 
chosen sinners according to God’s eternal purpose of 
grace in election (1:4). At the very outset of his letter, he 
declares that there is no possibility of grace, salvation, 
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and spiritual blessedness apart from God’s eternal 
election and sovereign, loving predestination. 
 
Having asserted that all the blessings of God’s grace are 
the eternal, unalterable possession of every sinner who 
believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, Paul proceeds to name 
ten of those great, spiritual blessings in verses 3-14. 
 
1. Election is the first blessing named (1:3-4) The 


Lord God chose a vast multitude of sinners unto 
salvation in Christ before the world began. He chose 
us to make us “holy and without blame before him.” 
And he will accomplish his purpose (5:27; Jude 24-
25). 


2. The second great blessing of grace is divine 
predestination (1:4-5). In eternal love for us our 
heavenly Father predestined all his elect to what Paul 
calls in the book of Romans “the glorious liberty of 
the sons of God.” 


3. The third blessing of grace Paul names is adoption 
(1:5). Imagine that ― The God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ adopted us into his family in and by 
Christ before he called the world into existence (1 
John 3:1). Why? Just because he would! He did it 
“according to the good pleasure of his will, to the 
praise of the glory of his grace” (1:5-6). 


4. Next, the apostle tells us that our great God “hath 
made us accepted in the Beloved” (1:6), not 
acceptable, accepted! By an act of free and sovereign 
grace he accepted all the objects of his eternal love in 







Through The Bible Series — EPHESIANS 
 


11 


Christ before the world began. And those he accepted 
in eternity can never be made unaccepted in time. 


5. Redemption is named as the fifth bounty of God’s 
grace possessed by all who are in Christ (1:6). 
Redemption is deliverance from all sin, all 
condemnation, and all the consequences of our sin 
and fall in Adam, deliverance into “the glorious 
liberty of the sons of God.” This redemption is that 
which was accomplished and obtained for us by the 
precious sin-atoning blood of Christ (Heb. 9:12). 


6. Then Paul tells us that the forgiveness of sins is 
ours in Christ (1:7). Where there is redemption 
accomplished there is also pardon. In fact, Paul 
explains what he means by redemption by saying, 
redemption means forgiveness. ― “In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace.” ― Grace does 
not proclaim a redemption that offers pardon, but a 
redemption that demands pardon. Justice satisfied 
means pardon granted. This acceptance with God, this 
redemption by the blood of Christ, this blessed 
forgiveness is ours “according to the riches of God’s 
grace.” 


7. In verses 9 and 10 Paul tells us that God has given 
to every believer the knowledge of “the mystery of 
his will.” The secret things belong to God; but he has 
revealed his purpose of grace to his children. He has 
made “his good pleasure” known to us in his Word 
and by his Spirit. It is the purpose and good pleasure 
of God to save all his elect; and that is exactly what 
he is doing in his daily works of providence and 
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grace. When time is fulfilled, he will “gather together 
in one all things in Christ.” 


8. In Christ, who took possession of heavenly glory for 
us as our Forerunner (Heb. 6:20), we have obtained 
an eternal inheritance in heaven, “being 
predestinated according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will” 
(1:11-12). Yes, the inheritance of heavenly glory is 
the present and eternal possession of every sinner 
who trusts the Son of God (John 17:5, 22). We are 
“heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ.” 


9. In verse 13 the apostle tells us that every believer has 
been sealed by God the Holy Spirit. We believe by 
the almighty operations of God the Holy Spirit, and 
believing we are sealed. 


 
Grace is not a proposition, but a performance. Grace is 
not something God offers, but something God does. We 
do not believe as the result of God’s offer, but as the 
result of God’s operation. And this operation of grace, 
by which we believe, has an intimate, indivisible 
relationship to the word of truth, the gospel of salvation 
accomplished in Christ. 
 
The gospel is called “the word of truth” because it 
reveals Christ who is the Truth. It is called “the gospel of 
your salvation” because it reveals salvation 
accomplished by Christ. It is called “the word of life” 
because it is the means by which God the Holy Spirit 
conveys life to dead sinners (1 Pet. 1:23-25). Do you 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ? If you do, it is because 
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God the Holy Spirit has revealed Christ to you and in 
you by the gospel (2 Tim. 1:9-10). 
 
(2 Tim. 1:9-10) “Who hath saved us, and called us with 
an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, (10) But 
is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel.” 
 
Where the Holy Spirit has performed his work of grace 
in regeneration he also performs his work of grace in 
preservation. He seals all the blessings of covenant grace 
to us and seals us in the covenant. ― “In whom ye also 
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye 
were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is 
the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory” 
(1:13-14). 
 
A seal implies four things. (1.) Privacy ― That which is 
sealed is private, secret. And we rejoice to know that the 
secret things belong to the Lord. (2.) Property ― That 
which is sealed is the property of the one whose seal is 
upon it. (3.) Preciousness ― Any item that is sealed is 
of great value. (4.) Preservation ― When a thing is 
sealed it is preserved from harm or spoilage. 
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10. The tenth blessing of God’s boundless grace 
possessed by every sinner who believes on the Lord 
Jesus Christ is “the earnest of the Spirit” (1:14). The 
Holy Spirit dwelling in us as the Spirit of adoption, by 
whom we believe, is the pledge and guarantee of our 
eternal inheritance in heaven. 


 
A PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING 
 
These great riches of God’s boundless grace in Christ 
are the present possession of all believers; but none of us 
knows how rich we are in Christ. Therefore Paul prayed 
that the Lord God would grant us some understanding of 
our vast spiritual wealth as the sons of God (1:15-23). 
 
His prayer is that “the eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened; that ye may know WHAT is the hope of his 
calling, and WHAT the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the saints, And WHAT is the exceeding 
greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty power, Which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, 
and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly 
places” (1:18-20). 
 
THREE “WHATS” 
 
Here are three things hidden from all natural men that I 
trust God will graciously give you eyes to see and know 
by personal experience. 
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1.  What is the hope of his calling? ― It is Christ’s 
obedience unto death as our Substitute. 


2.  What are the riches of the glory of his inheritance in 
the saints? ― They are the complete satisfaction of 
the Father’s purpose, Christ’s finished work of 
redemption, and the Holy Spirit’s mighty operations 
of grace. 


3.  What is the exceeding greatness of his power to 
usward who believe? ― It is the sovereign, 
irresistible power of God’s omnipotent grace by 
which we are called from death to life in Christ. It is 
the very power by which God raised his Son from the 
dead (v. 20). 


 
Grace is power, sovereign, omnipotent, effectual, 
irresistible power. According to the words of the Holy 
Spirit, it takes the very same power to cause a dead 
sinner to live and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as it 
took to raise the dead body of our crucified Redeemer 
from the grave.  
 
THE FULNESS OF CHRIST 
 
In verses 20-23 declares the greatness, glory, supremacy, 
and dominion of our exalted Savior as the Head of his 
church. Then, at the end of chapter one, he makes a 
statement that is as comforting as it is astounding. He 
tells us that the church of God’s elect, the body of 
Christ, is “the fulness of him that filleth all in all” (v. 
23). 
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Paul is speaking of Christ in his mediatorial capacity. As 
he is the fulness of all things, so his church is his fulness 
as the God-man Mediator. What does that mean? It 
means that he cannot be complete as a Mediator and 
Savior, if even one chosen member of his body is lost. It 
means that the salvation of every chosen, adopted, 
predestined, redeemed, called, and sealed sinner is a 
matter of absolute certainty! The fulness of Christ as our 
Mediator could never be accomplished without the 
salvation of his people. “He shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall be satisfied.” 
 
In the first chapter, Paul tells us what God has done for 
us by his grace. 
 
THE EXPERIENCE OF GRACE ― Chapter 2 
 
In chapter two the Holy Spirit inspired the Apostle to 
give us a detailed description of every believer’s 
experience of grace. 
 
The grace of God as we experience it in this world 
involves two things. I stress the fact that I am talking 
now about our experience of grace in this world. In the 
experience of it grace involves regeneration and 
reconciliation. It involves the new birth and the 
consequent reconciliation of our hearts to God in Christ. 
We must be born again because we were all born in 
spiritual death by nature. And we must be reconciled to 
God because we all hate God by nature. Ephesians 2 
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deals with these two aspects of grace: Regeneration and 
Reconciliation. 
 
REGENERATION 
 
Regeneration is the sovereign work and operation of 
grace performed in the hearts of chosen, redeemed 
sinners by God the Holy Spirit, sinners who are by 
nature both dead and depraved (Eph. 2:1-10). 
 
The new birth is not accomplished by man’s will but by 
God’s power, not by man’s choice but by God’s 
purpose. It is not something God offers but something he 
does. The new birth is a resurrection from the dead. It is 
that first resurrection spoken of in Revelation 20:6, of 
which we are told, “Blessed and holy is he that hath part 
in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath 
no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 
and shall reign with him a thousand years.” Look at 
Ephesians 2:1-10. 
 
Here is the condition of all men by nature. ― “And 
you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins; Wherein in time past ye walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had 
our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and 
were by nature the children of wrath, even as other”. 
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(2:1-3). Man, by nature is spiritually depraved, and 
spiritually dead. 
 
Here is the mighty work of God in the new birth, in 
raising us from our spiritual death of God to life in 
Christ. ― “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in 
trespasses and in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, (by grace ye are saved)” (2:4-5). 
• The reason for all this is the love of God (v. 4). 
• The new birth is the effect of God’s work in us (v. 5).  
• The result of it is union, communion, and fellowship 


with Christ in the power of his resurrection. ― “And 
hath raised us up together, and made us sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (v. 6). As we were 
raised together with Christ representatively, we have 
been raised together with him spiritually in the new 
birth (John 5:24-26). 


 
Why has the Lord been so gracious to such sinners as we 
are? Paul answers that question in Ephesians 2:7. ― 
“That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding 
riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through 
Christ Jesus.” Then, in verses 8-10, he summarizes all 
that he has said in the first seven verse of chapter two. 
 


“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should boast. For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
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before ordained that we should walk in 
them.” 


 
RECONCILIATION 
 
The result of regeneration is reconciliation (2:11-22). 
Remember, I am talking now about the believer’s 
experience of grace. We were legally reconciled to God 
at Calvary by the death of his Son (Rom. 5:10-11). But 
our hearts were still enmity against God until he 
conquered us by his grace and graciously forced us to 
bow to him in reconciliation. Let me show you three 
things in these next few verses. 
 
Here is a fact we must never forget. (vv. 11-12) ― 
“Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by 
that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made 
by hands; That at that time ye were  


• without Christ, being 
•  aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
• and strangers from the covenants of promise 
• having no hope, 
• and without God 
•  in the world.” 


 
(Isa 51:1-2)  “Hearken to me, ye that follow after 
righteousness, ye that seek the LORD: look unto the 
rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit 
whence ye are digged. (2) Look unto Abraham your 
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father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called him 
alone, and blessed him, and increased him.” 
 
“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ” (2:13). ― There 
is that blessed phrase again ― “IN CHRIST”. To be in 
Christ is to be… 


• Chosen In Him. 
• Redeemed In Him. 
• Justified In Him.  
• Called in Him. 
• Sanctified In Him. 
• United To Him. 
• Accepted In Him. 


 
In verses 14-21, Paul tells us that the grace of God 
experienced in the soul not only unites and reconciles us 
to God in Christ, it also unites and reconciles us to one 
another in Christ. All rocks in a building, built upon one 
foundation and connected to one cornerstone are united 
to and connected to one another. So, too, all who are 
built on Christ are fitted together. 
 
 Illustration: The Hewn Stones of The Temple 
 
This is Paul’s doctrine: That which God requires of us 
God alone can do for us! 


• Atonement For Sin (2 Cor. 5:21). 
• Perfect Righteousness (Matt. 5:20). 
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• Spiritual Life, A Spiritual Nature ― The New 
Birth (John 3:7). 


• Faith in Christ (Heb. 11:6). 
 
These are the things the Lord God almighty has done for 
us and in us by his grace in Christ. 
 
THE ENJOYMENT OF GRACE ― Chapter 3 
 
In chapter 3 Paul describes what I will call the 
enjoyment of grace. There comes a time, sometime 
after you are converted, as you grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you begin to 
really enjoy the grace of God. Much like a husband and 
wife really begin to truly enjoy one another, comfortably 
and confidently enjoy one another only after they have 
been married for a while, believers, while never getting 
over the wonder of grace, do not really enjoy grace until 
they have lived in it and experienced it a while. 
 
A MYSTERY REVEALED 
 
The gospel of the grace of God is a wondrous mystery 
revealed. It is the revelation of how God justified 
sinners, and reconciles them to himself and to one 
another, in one body with Christ as our Head. Though it 
cost him his very life, as it will every faithful gospel 
preacher, Paul considered it his greatest honor, highest 
privilege, and most delightful joy to made a preacher of 
this gospel (3:7-8). 
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“Whereof I was made a minister, according 
to the gift of the grace of God given unto me 
by the effectual working of his power. Unto 
me, who am less than the least of all saints, is 
this grace given, that I should preach among 
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ.” 


 
A PASTOR’S HEART 
 
As a faithful gospel preacher, as a pastor with a pastor’s 
heart, Paul wanted those people to whom he preached to 
know, in the fullest way possible, by experience, all the 
blessedness of God’s abundant, free grace in Christ (vv. 
9-21). 
 
I know exactly what Paul’s words express in this 
chapter. As he expresses the desires of his heart for these 
Ephesian saints, my own heart echoes the same desire 
for you. It is the burning passion of my soul, as I 
endeavor to study and preach the gospel to you, to make 
you see… 
 
• The manifold wisdom of God in the scheme of 


grace. ― “And to make all men see what is the 
fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of 
the world hath been hid in God, who created all 
things by Jesus Christ: 10  To the intent that now unto 
the principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of 
God” (vv. 9-10). 
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• The eternal purpose of his grace. ― “According to 


the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord”(v. 11). 


 
• The free, accessibility of his grace. ― “In whom we 


have boldness and access with confidence by the faith 
of him”(v. 12). 


 
A PASTOR’S PRAYER 
 
In verses 14-19 Paul tells the Ephesians his hearts prayer 
to God for them; but there is more here than Paul’s 
prayer for the saints at Ephesus. This was his prayer for 
all God’s elect, even you and me. As a true under 
shepherd of Christ, Paul labored for the good of those 
under his immediate influence and for the good of God’s 
church as a whole. Read his prayer, and ask the Lord to 
answer it for you. 
 
(Eph 3:14-19)  “For this cause I bow my knees unto the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, (15) Of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named, (16) That he would 
grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 
(17) That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that 
ye, being rooted and grounded in love, (18) May be able 
to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height; (19) And to know the love 
of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with all the fulness of God.” 
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In all his labors and in all his desire, his confidence 
was in Christ and his aim was the glory of Christ (vv. 
20-21). 
 
(Eph 3:20-21)  “Now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us, (21) Unto him 
be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen.” 
 
THE EDUCATION OF GRACE ― Chapter 4 
 
The fourth chapter of Ephesians shows us the education 
of grace. Again, I can do no more than skim the surface 
here; but this is a rich, rich chapter. I hope the things I 
mention will inspire in you a desire to study it in greater 
detail. Let me just point out three things for you. 
 
UNITY ― First Paul urges us to labor at maintaining 
the blessed unity of God’s church and kingdom, the 
unity of all true believers in Christ by the Spirit of God 
(4:1-6). All that we know and experience of God’s grace 
teaches us that God’s people are one and that we ought 
to cherish and promote that oneness. The way to do that 
is to walk before God and with one another in humility, 
with longsuffering, forbearing one another and forgiving 
one another relentlessly. 
 
(Eph 4:1-6)  “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 







Through The Bible Series — EPHESIANS 
 


25 


wherewith ye are called, (2) With all lowliness and 
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in 
love; (3) Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. (4) There is one body, and one Spirit, 
even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; (5) 
One Lord, one faith, one baptism, (6) One God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all.” 
 
GIFTS ― Then he tells us that in the church and 
kingdom of God there is no room for and no basis for 
envy and jealousy. Each of us are given specific gifts to 
use for the glory of Christ, the interests of the gospel, 
and the benefit of God’s elect ( 4:7) 
 
When the Lord Jesus Christ ascended up into heaven and 
took his seat at the right hand of the majesty on high, he 
received gifts for men and gives those gifts to men as he 
will. One of the gifts with which he has endowed his 
church is the gift of the ministry (4:8-16). Look at verses 
11-14. 
 


“And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no 
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more children, tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” 


 
NO LICENTIOUSNESS ― Grace does not cause or 
promote licentiousness, but true godliness (vv. 17-24). 
The gospel of the grace of God and the grace of God 
experienced in the soul teaches believing men and 
women to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present evil world for the glory of Christ. We are totally 
free from the law; but believers are not lawless. Saved 
sinners seek to glorify God in all things. If your religion 
promotes, permits, or allows room for lasciviousness, 
greed, and deceitful lusts, your religion is not the 
religion of grace. Grace teaches people to bridle their 
passions and their tongues (vv. 25-29). And grace causes 
saved sinners to fear the thought of grieving the Holy 
Spirit (v. 30). 
 
In a word, grace makes people gracious. “Let all 
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be 
ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven 
you” (vv. 4:31-32). 
 
THE EXERCISE OF GRACE ― Chapter 5-6:9 
 
Ephesians chapter five describes the exercise of grace 
by people who have experienced it and have been taught 
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by it. We who have been the recipients of grace ought to 
always take care to magnify the grace of God in our 
deeds as well as with our words. 


 
As we have been loved of God, we ought to walk in 
love with one another. ― “Be ye therefore followers of 
God, as dear children; And walk in love, as Christ also 
hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour”  (5:1-
2). 
 
As people who are called to be saints, we should 
always seek to live in a manner becoming saints (vv. 
3-13). 
 
(Eph 5:3)  “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or 
covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as 
becometh saints;” 
 
(Eph 5:8)  “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now 
are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:” 
 
(Eph 5:10)  “Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.” 
 
We must endeavor, for Christ’s sake, to shake 
ourselves from our natural tendency toward 
lukewarmness, indifference, and indolence in 
spiritual things, and buy up every opportunity to 
worship and serve our Master. ― “Wherefore he 
saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye walk 
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circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not 
unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is” 
(v 14-17). 
 
If we would live for Christ in this world, we must 
ever seek to be filled with the Spirit (5:18-6:9). Being 
filled with the Spirit is not some charismatic fit or 
Pentecostal spasm. To be filled with the Spirit is exactly 
what verses 18-33 tell us it is. To be filled with the 
Spirit is to… 
• Offer thanks and praise to God in all things, for all 


things, in your heart. 
• Submit to one another in the will of God. 
• Imitate Christ in all things: As Husbands, As Fathers, 


As Masters, As Servants. 
 
THE EXHORTATION OF GRACE ― Chapter 6 
verses 10-24 
 
The latter half of chapter six concludes this blessed book 
with the exhortation of grace (Eph. 6:10-24). Paul 
urges us to be strong in the Lord and to stand firm in the 
gospel and in the cause of Christ. ― “Having done all 
stand!” He tells us to put on, as our continual, daily 
clothing, “the whole armor of God, that you may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil.” In verses 14-21 
Paul tells us what the believer’s complete, sevenfold 
armor is. 
1. The Girdle of Truth ― Firm, Settled Conviction 


regarding the Revelation of God in his Word 







Through The Bible Series — EPHESIANS 
 


29 


2. The Breastplate of Righteousness ― Not Our Own 
Pretense of Righteousness, but The Righteousness 
that is Ours in Christ ― We put it on by continually 
looking away from ourselves to Christ, and reminding 
ourselves continually of what we are in him and what 
he has done for us by his grace. 


3. Gospel Shoes ― Ever standing firm in the grace and 
peace revealed and given to us by the gospel 


4. The Shield of Faith ― Ever Relying upon the 
Promises of God ― “My Grace is sufficient for thee 
― Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast 
out! ― I am with thee! ― I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee!” 


5. The Sword of the Spirit ― Using the Word of God to 
Protect Ourselves from the assaults of Satan 


6. Praying Always ― For Ourselves, but More 
Importantly for One Another 


 
(Eph 6:18-20)  “Praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with 
all perseverance and supplication for all saints; (19) And 
for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may 
open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of 
the gospel, (20) For which I am an ambassador in bonds: 
that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.” 
 
Finally, if we would serve our God and Savior and the 
interests of his kingdom, let us make it our hearts 
ambition that all God’s people in this world have and 
enjoy his peace and love with faith, and his boundless 
grace continually. Let us make it our life’s ambition to 
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promote these things, for the glory of God our Savior 
(vv. 23-24). 
 
(Eph 6:23-24)  “Peace be to the brethren, and love with 
faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
(24) Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity. Amen.” 








Sermon # 17      Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:      ESTHER 
 Subject:  The Wonder of Divine Providence  
 Text:   Esther 4:10-16 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening— 2003 
 Tape #  X-56b  
 Readings: Bob Duff and Larry Criss 
 Introduction: 
 
Over the years I have often told you that there are three great 
facts that constantly sustain my soul, give me peace and joy, and 
inspire me with confidence. When I am faced with trials, 
troubles, heartaches, -- when my soul is downcast and 
circumstances begin to fill me with gloom, -- when I find myself 
sinking beneath any load of care, these three grand, old gospel 
truths refresh, invigorate, and comfort me. 
 


 The Substitutionary Work of Christ 
 The Sovereignty of God 
 The Providence of God 


 
As the books of Ezra and Nehemiah display the salvation of our 
souls in the re-building of the temple and its walls at Jerusalem, 
the Book of Esther shows us a picture of the secret workings of 
divine providence to accomplish his purpose of grace for his 
elect. 
 
Proposition: The Book of Esther is intended to assure us that 
our God sovereignly manipulates all things for the salvation of 
his people, to assure us that no matter how things appear all is 
well because our God is still on his throne. 
 
(Psalms 115:3)  "But our God is in the heavens: he hath done 
whatsoever he hath pleased." 
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(Psalms 135:6)  "Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did he in 
heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places." 
 
Let’s begin in Esther 4:10-16. 
 
(Esther 4:10-16)  "Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave 
him commandment unto Mordecai; {11} All the king's servants, 
and the people of the king's provinces, do know, that whosoever, 
whether man or woman, shall come unto the king into the inner 
court, who is not called, there is one law of his to put him to 
death, except such to whom the king shall hold out the golden 
sceptre, that he may live: but I have not been called to come in 
unto the king these thirty days. {12} And they told to Mordecai 
Esther's words. {13} Then Mordecai commanded to answer 
Esther, Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's 
house, more than all the Jews. {14} For if thou altogether holdest 
thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and 
deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and 
thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this? {15} Then 
Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer, {16} Go, gather 
together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for 
me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and 
my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, 
which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish." 
 
The Book of Esther is a beautifully simple historic narrative of 
the events that took place in the king’s palace at Shushan in 
Persia, during the days of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther, when 
Ahasuerus was king. 
 
Many have suggested that this could not be an inspired Book 
because the there is no mention of God’s name in it. Going on 
that premise, we would have to say the same thing about the 
Song of Solomon, because there is no mention of God’s name in 
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that Book either. It is true, God’s name is not to be found in this 
Book; but God’s finger is everywhere, ruling and over-ruling all 
things for his chosen. 
 
Still, according to scholars, though God’s name is not spelled out 
in the Book of Esther, it is hidden in the Book. These Hebrew 
scholars tell us that his name is hidden away in the Hebrew text 
in the form of acrostics five times. Be that as it may, it is 
certainly hidden in our English Bible. There is a reason why 
God’s name was hidden in this Book. The Lord told Israel that if 
they forsook him he would hide his face from them (Deut. 31:16-
18). 
 
(Deuteronomy 31:16-18)  "And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers; and this people will rise 
up, and go a whoring after the gods of the strangers of the land, 
whither they go to be among them, and will forsake me, and 
break my covenant which I have made with them. {17} Then my 
anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake 
them, and I will hide my face from them, and they shall be 
devoured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them; so that 
they will say in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, 
because our God is not among us? {18} And I will surely hide 
my face in that day for all the evils which they shall have 
wrought, in that they are turned unto other gods." 
 
The Lord hid his face from his people because they had 
deliberately chosen to stay in the land of their captivity, dwelling 
among the heathen, instead of returning to Jerusalem (instead of 
returning to him) with Zerubbabel. The events of this Book took 
place during the 60 years between the first remnant returned 
under Zerubbabel and the second, smaller remnant return under 
Ezra. 
 
THE STORY 
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There are four principle characters in this Book: 
 


 Ahasuerus—“Venerable Father” 
 Mordecai—“Little Man” 
 Esther—“Star” 
 Haman—“Magnificent” 


 
This is how the story goes. 
 
 Ahasuerus had a big party to show off his greatness, 


“according to the state of the king”. It lasted for many days. 
 One day, when he had had a little too much to drink, he called 


for his wife, Vashti (“Beautiful”), to come show herself to his 
guests, “for she was fair to look on”. 


 Vashti refused the king’s request. She may have been the first 
feminist in history; but this was not a good idea. The king’s 
request was no mere request! 


 All the king’s men were enraged. If the king’s wife could get 
by with such arrogant defiance, all their wives would try to 
imitate her. 


 King Ahasuerus divorced Vashti. 
 After a while, he began to miss female companionship. 
 In chapter two, they held a great beauty pageant—A Miss 


Persia contest. 
 Esther won the prize, hands down. 
 Ahasuerus could not have been happier. The old king was 


about to marry the most beautiful woman in the land. 
 
(Esther 2:17-18)  "And the king loved Esther above all the 
women, and she obtained grace and favour in his sight more than 
all the virgins; so that he set the royal crown upon her head, and 
made her queen instead of Vashti. {18} Then the king made a 
great feast unto all his princes and his servants, even Esther's 
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feast; and he made a release to the provinces, and gave gifts, 
according to the state of the king." 
 
 Then, in chapter 3, the king promoted a man named Haman to 


be prime minister of his great empire. 
 
Everybody bowed and scraped before Haman, everybody except 
one man—Mordecai.  
 
(Esther 3:5)  "And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, 
nor did him reverence, then was Haman full of wrath." 
 
There was some backbone in that old Jew. He was made of stern 
stuff. He was not about to prostrate himself before one so 
haughty and so depraved as Haman, even if he was the king's 
favorite.  
 
 Haman hatched a plan to destroy all the Jews, Mordecai 


included, and conivingly got Ahasuerus to go along with it. A 
letter was written and sealed with the king’s ring and sent 
throughout the land, declaring that at a set time all the Jews, 
men, women, and children, should be slaughtered and their 
spoils taken. 


 
 When Haman exalted even more greatly, he built a huge, high 


gallows upon which to hang Mordecai. 
 
Everything was set. The hated Jews were about to be eliminated. 
That meant that God’s promise could not be fulfilled. His 
purposes would be foiled. Christ could not come into the world 
from the seed of Abraham, as he had said. None of his chosen 
could be redeemed. You and I would be forever lost.—Not a 
chance! 
 
DIVINE PROVIDENCE 
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All that had transpired, though it appeared to everyone to be 
against the God of Israel and his purpose of grace to his people 
was but the secret working of divine providence to accomplish 
his purpose. 
 
(Psalms 76:10)  "Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the 
remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain." 
 
Behold the wondrous mystery of God’s providence (Rom. 8:28-
30) and rejoice. 
 
Divine providence is the direction God gives to every thing, 
animate and inanimate, good and evil. It is the sovereign rule of 
God in the determination of history. It is the hand of God in 
the glove of history. Our God is at the steering wheel of this 
universe. Providence means that God is behind the scenes, 
shifting, directing, controlling and manipulating everything for 
the salvation of his elect and the glory of his name (Rom. 11:33-
36). Providence is the way God coaches the man on second 
base. It is the way God secretly and sovereignly forces all 
things to do his will. As recorded in the book of Esther, the 
entire Jewish nation would have been slain had it not been for the 
providence of God. God stands in the shadows, keeping watch 
over his own. Let me show you something of the wonder of 
God’s providence in this Book. We will not read the Book now. 
Time will not permit. I hope you will read it again before you go 
to bed tonight. I will just point you to the highlights. 
 
1. God always puts the right person n the right place at the 


right time to accomplish his purpose. He has his servants 
exactly where he wants them. 


 
(Esther 4:14)  "For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this 
time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the 
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Jews from another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be 
destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?" 
 
2. God restrains evil and governs his enemies to perform his 


good pleasure. 
 
3. He arranges the smallest, most minute things to 


accomplish his great purpose (Matt. 10:30). 
 


 When Esther decided to go into the king’s court, 
uninvited, he just happened to pass by (5:1). 


 One night, the king just could not sleep, so he had his 
servant to bring out the chronicles of the kingdom and 
read them. These chronicles contained the records of 
127 provinces. The servant just happened to read the 
chronicle of Shushan. 


 
(Esther 6:1-3)  "On that night could not the king sleep, and he 
commanded to bring the book of records of the chronicles; and 
they were read before the king. {2} And it was found written, that 
Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's 
chamberlains, the keepers of the door, who sought to lay hand on 
the king Ahasuerus. {3} And the king said, What honour and 
dignity hath been done to Mordecai for this? Then said the king's 
servants that ministered unto him, There is nothing done for 
him." 
 


 About that time Haman walked in, and the king asked 
him, “What shall be done unto the man whom the king 
delighteth to honor?” And Haman gave the counsel 
that would destroy him, exalt Mordecai, and save the 
Jews! 
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4. Now, watch this—When God is about to do a great work 
for us and with us, he moves his people to seek him. 


 
(Esther 4:16)  "Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in 
Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, 
night or day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so 
will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and 
if I perish, I perish." 
 
5. Our God always accomplishes his purpose. 
 


 What wonders are unseen! 
 How safe we are! 
 We have a Guardian in the Kin’s Palace! 


 
PICTURES OF GRACE 
 
I am fully aware that typology can be strained, and often is, 
making passages Scriptures say what they do not say. Yet, we are 
assured that everything written in the Book of God speaks 
distinctly of our Lord Jesus Christ and the things he has 
accomplished for us as our Substitute (Luke 24:27, 44-45). 
Christ crucified is “all the counsel of God” (1 Cor. 2:2; Acts 
20:27). 
 
1. Esther’s Intercession for Israel. 
 
Here is one willing to lay down her life for her people, 
interceding before the king as one pure and lovely and delightful 
in his sight. 
 
2. The Golden Scepter 
 
(Esther 5:2)  "And it was so, when the king saw Esther the queen 
standing in the court, that she obtained favour in his sight: and 
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the king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was in his 
hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the sceptre." 
 
WHAT a beautiful type this is for each of us in our approaches to 
God!  
 
For the repentant sinner. You may have said with Esther, "I will 
go into the king's presence, and if I perish, I perish." But it is 
impossible for you to perish. None ever perished at the footstool 
of mercy. God is faithful to his promises, and just to his Son; and 
He can do no other He wants to do no other than forgive. As you 
stand amid the throng that surrounds his throne, He will espy 
you, and accept you graciously, because of the God Man who sits 
at his right hand, and ever lives to intercede. In his name you 
may come boldly and obtain mercy.  
 
For the suppliant. You have a great boon to ask for yourself, or 
another. The King's court stands open; enter and lodge your 
petition. He will be very gracious at the voice of your cry: the 
golden scepter extended, his word passed, that He will answer 
with the whole resources of his kingdom. The answer may not 
come at once, or in the way you expected; but no true suppliant 
was ever turned away without his complaint or cause being 
graciously considered, and in the best way met and adjusted.  
 
For the Christian worker. Surely Esther represents a Paul 
prepared to be himself accursed, a Luther, a Brainerd. It is a 
lovely sight when the child of God is so oppressed with the 
burden of other souls as to sacrifice all else in order to plead their 
cause. Surely such find favor with God; they are kindred spirits 
with his own, and He bids them share his throne. God will do 
anything for those who are consumed by his own redemptive 
purpose. 
 
3. The Decree Sealed with the King’s Ring 
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(Esther 8:8)  "Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the 
king's name, and seal it with the king's ring: for the writing 
which is written in the king's name, and sealed with the king's 
ring, may no man reverse." 
 
4. The Jews Ruling Their Enemies (Rom. 16:20) 
 
(Esther 9:1)  "Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, 
on the thirteenth day of the same, when the king's commandment 
and his decree drew near to be put in execution, in the day that 
the enemies of the Jews hoped to have power over them, (though 
it was turned to the contrary, that the Jews had rule over them 
that hated them;)" 
 
5. Mordecai Seeking the Good of His People 
 
(Esther 10:3)  "For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king 
Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and accepted of the 
multitude of his brethren, seeking the wealth of his people, and 
speaking peace to all his seed." 
 








Sermon #50       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:     PHILIPPIANS 
     “Rejoice in the Lord” 
 Text:   Philippians 4:4 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening—April 20, 2004 
 Tape #  Y-15a 
 Readings: Bob Pruitt and Bobbie Estes 
 Introduction: 
 
The book of Philippians was written to the saints at 
Philippi while Paul was a prisoner at Rome. In fact, four 
of Paul’s Epistles were written while he was a prisoner 
at Rome (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and 
Philippians). It is striking that the book of Philippians 
was written at that time because this is an epistle of joy. 
The central message of these four chapters is found in 
this blessed admonition ― “Rejoice in the Lord always: 
and again I say, Rejoice” (4:4). 
 
In the midst of terribly difficult circumstances, even in 
the prospect of being put to death because of his 
faithfulness in preaching the gospel, Paul repeatedly 
speaks of his unbridled joy in Christ and calls upon us to 
“rejoice in the Lord always.” 
 


“The words ‘joy’ and ‘rejoice’ appear sixteen 
times in this brief letter, and references to 
Christ (including pronouns) are found 61 
times in its 104 verses. It is obvious that 
Christ, not circumstances, was the source of 
Paul’s joy.”          (Roger Ellsworth) 


 







Through The Bible Series—PHILIPPIANS 
 


2 


In the midst of great heaviness, Paul here teaches us to 
rejoice in Christ. In the midst of great tribulation, he 
teaches us to be content in our Savior. The Philippians 
might well remember that he and Silas rejoiced as they 
sang praises to God with bleeding backs when they were 
prisoners at Philippi (Acts 16:25). Here, he calls upon 
them and us to follow his example. 
 
MATTERS OF JOY 
 
Pause to consider those things presented in these 
chapters as things in which Paul rejoiced and for which 
he tells us we ought to rejoice. 
 
He rejoiced in the sweet fellowship of God’s saints. 
Paul counted the church of God his family. He rejoiced 
in fond memories, sweet experiences, and loving 
fellowship with his brothers and sisters in Christ (1:3-11; 
4:1). 
 
(Phil 1:3-6)  “I thank my God upon every remembrance 
of you, (4) Always in every prayer of mine for you all 
making request with joy, (5) For your fellowship in the 
gospel from the first day until now; (6) Being confident 
of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work 
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:” 
 
(Phil 4:1)  “Therefore, my brethren, dearly beloved and 
longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, 
my dearly beloved.” 
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Did you notice the word of confident assurance given 
in verse 6? Paul says to these saints at Philippi and to 
every sinner who trusts Christ as his Savior and Lord, I 
am “confident of this very thing, that he which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform if until the day of 
Jesus Christ.” Salvation is altogether the work of God. 
That makes the security and ultimate resurrection glory 
of God’s elect a matter of absolute certainty (Ecc. 3:14). 
Those to whom the Son of God gives eternal life “shall 
never perish” (John 10:28). 
 
Paul was confident that these Philippian believers (and 
all believers) would persevere unto the end because he 
was confident that the work of God cannot be 
overturned. In verse 7 he says, it was right for him to 
think this way because they had been made partakers of 
the same grace of God he had experienced and 
proclaimed. 
 
(Phil 1:7)  “Even as it is meet for me to think this of you 
all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in 
my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the 
gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace.” 
 
Look at the tender words he uses to describe his 
feelings for these saints he had not seen in a long, 
long time. 
 
• “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you” (v. 


3). 
• “I have you in my heart” (v. 7). 
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• “I long after you” (v. 8) 
 
(Phil 1:8)  “For God is my record, how greatly I long 
after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.” 
 
• I pray for you, that you may be “filled with the fruits 


of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the 
glory and praise of God” (v. 12). 


 
He rejoiced that in God’s good providence his 
sufferings for the gospel were one means by which 
the Lord God was pleased to advance the gospel 
(1:12-20; 2:17). 
 
(Phil 1:12-20)  “But I would ye should understand, 
brethren, that the things which happened unto me have 
fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; (13) 
So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, 
and in all other places; (14) And many of the brethren in 
the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more 
bold to speak the word without fear. (15) Some indeed 
preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of 
good will: (16) The one preach Christ of contention, not 
sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: (17) 
But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the 
defence of the gospel. (18) What then? notwithstanding, 
every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is 
preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. 
(19) For I know that this shall turn to my salvation 
through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ, (20) According to my earnest expectation and my 
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hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all 
boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be 
magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by 
death.” 
 
(Phil 2:17)  “Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice 
and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all.” 
 
Paul rejoiced and was completely happy to suffer, or 
to die, or to live, as the Lord willed, because he knew 
that Christ would be magnified and the best interests of 
his people served as God graciously accomplished his 
will (1:19-26). 
 
(Phil 1:19-26)  “For I know that this shall turn to my 
salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ, (20) According to my earnest 
expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be 
ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now 
also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be 
by life, or by death. (21) For to me to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain. (22) But if I live in the flesh, this is the 
fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. (23) 
For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to 
depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: (24) 
Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for 
you. (25) And having this confidence, I know that I shall 
abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and 
joy of faith; (26) That your rejoicing may be more 
abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you 
again.” 
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This faithful servant of God found his joy full when 
he knew that God’s saints walked and worshipped 
together as one (2:1-2). 
 
(Phil 2:1-2)  “If there be therefore any consolation in 
Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, (2) Fulfil ye my joy, 
that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of 
one accord, of one mind.” 
 
The unity of God’s saints is something Paul mentions in 
all his epistles. It was a great grief to him when the 
fellowship of God’s saints was interrupted and a great 
joy when he saw it being promoted. 
 
Paul rejoiced in the company and ministries of his 
fellow-laborers in the gospel. He is truly the servant of 
Christ who rejoices in and promotes the labors of other 
servants of Christ, as laborers together with him. Paul 
specifically mentions Timothy and Epaphroditus (2:19-
30). 
 
• He could not have spoken more highly than he did of 


his young friend Timothy (2:19-23). 
 
(Phil 2:19-23)  “But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send 
Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may be of good 
comfort, when I know your state. (20) For I have no man 
likeminded, who will naturally care for your state. (21) 
For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus 
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Christ's. (22) But ye know the proof of him, that, as a 
son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel. 
(23) Him therefore I hope to send presently, so soon as I 
shall see how it will go with me.” 
 
• And he could not have spoken more honorably and 


tenderly of his old friend Epaphroditus, who was 
(apparently) the pastor of the Philippian church (2:25-
30). 


 
(Phil 2:25-30)  “Yet I supposed it necessary to send to 
you Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labour, 
and fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and he that 
ministered to my wants. (26) For he longed after you all, 
and was full of heaviness, because that ye had heard that 
he had been sick. (27) For indeed he was sick nigh unto 
death: but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, 
but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 
(28) I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, when 
ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and that I may be the 
less sorrowful. (29) Receive him therefore in the Lord 
with all gladness; and hold such in reputation: (30) 
Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, 
not regarding his life, to supply your lack of service 
toward me.” 
 
How could a man in the midst of such adversities 
express such joy in so many directions? How could a 
man who was about to be executed on trumped up 
charges be joyful and content? What was the secret of 
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his joy? Read Philippians 4:4-7, and you will find the 
answer. 
 
(Phil 4:4-7)  “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, 
Rejoice. (5) Let your moderation be known unto all men. 
The Lord is at hand. (6) Be careful for nothing; but in 
every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known unto God. (7) And the 
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 
 
If ever we learn to rejoice in the Lord, we will be able 
to rejoice in the Lord always, no matter what our 
circumstance may be. “Rejoice in the Lord.” 
 


• His Person 
• His Pardon 
• His Presence 
• His Providence 
• His Promise 


 
If ever we learn to rejoice in the Lord, we will learn 
to “Rejoice in the Lord always.”  
• I cannot rejoice in my sorrows; but I can rejoice in the 


Lord who sent them.  
• I cannot rejoice in my bed of languishing; but I can 


rejoice in the Lord who makes my bed.  
• I cannot rejoice in bereavement; but I can rejoice in 


the Lord who gives and takes away as he will.  
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• I cannot rejoice in my emptiness; but I can rejoice in 
the Lord’s fulness.  


• I cannot rejoice in my pain; but I can rejoice in his 
presence. 


 
LIFE AND DEATH 
 
In the first chapter Paul teaches us by his own marvelous 
example what our attitude ought to be our attitude about 
life and death as believers (1:20-24). Of this one thing, 
we ought to be certain ― “Christ shall be magnified in 
my body, whether it be by life, or by death.” If we are 
confident of this, what more can we want? 
 
(Phil 1:21-24)  “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain. (22) But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my 
labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. (23) For I am 
in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to 
be with Christ; which is far better: (24) Nevertheless to 
abide in the flesh is more needful for you.” 
 
THE MIND OF CHRIST 
 
In Philippians 2 Paul admonishes us ever to have the 
mind of Christ. In verses 5-11 he tells us of the 
matchless goodness and grace of our Savior as the 
voluntary Servant of God, descending step by step in 
humiliation, until he had fulfilled all the will of God as 
our Redeemer in this world, telling us that his 
humiliation under the hand of God was both the 
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accomplishment of our salvation and his path to 
exaltation. 
 
(Phil 2:5-11)  “Let this mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus: (6) Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: (7) But 
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
(8) And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross. (9) Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is above every name: 
(10) That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth; (11) And that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
 
May God give us grace to have the mind of Christ. That 
is the secret to unity and fellowship in the kingdom of 
God. If we live with the mind of Christ, we will walk in 
sweet fellowship, each preferring the other better than 
himself (2:1-5). 
 
REJOICE 
 
In chapter 3 we come to the heart of this epistle. The 
chapter begins with another call to rejoice. Paul says, 
“Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord.” We ought 
always, in the depths of our hearts and souls, to rejoice 
in the Lord. No matter what our providential experiences 
and circumstances are, we always have reason to rejoice 
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in the Lord. Here is an exhortation to joy. What a 
blessed command! “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say rejoice!” Rejoice in… 
 
• the greatness of his person as our all-sufficient 


Substitute. 
• the power of his blood, which cleanses us from all 


sin. 
• the perfection of his righteousness, which is imputed 


to us for justification. 
• the abundance of his grace, which is always sufficient 


for us. 
• the immutability of his love, which never fails. 
• the rule of his providence, which works all things 


together for our good. 
• the fact of his intercession, which is continual and 


effectual on our behalf. 
• the fact that your names are written in heaven. 
 
This is the exhortation with which Paul opens this 
chapter ― “Rejoice in the Lord!” May God give us 
grace ever to do so for the glory of Christ and the good 
of his people. This is “the joy of faith” (1:25). 
 
BEWARE 
 
In verse 2, the apostle gives us a serious warning. ― 
“Beware of dogs.” ― He warns us to beware of false 
prophets. He calls them dogs because that is what the 
Word of God calls male prostitutes. False prophets are 
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men who have for their own sakes prostituted the gospel 
of Christ and the glory of God (Deut. 23:18; Isa. 56:10-
11). He continues, “beware of evil workers.” ― This is 
a warning against those who teach, preach, and promote 
any system of man centered, works based, free will 
religion. Our Savior calls such people “workers of 
iniquity” (Matt. 7:22-23). 
 
Man centered, works based, free will religion is the 
single greatest cause of evil in this world. The good 
works of religion without Christ are the most 
abominably evil works done in this world. 
 
• They rob God of his glory. 
• They trample under foot the blood of Christ. 
• They do despite to the Spirit of grace. 
• They gradually abase man to his lowest, most 


contemptible state (Rom. 1:25-31). 
 
Paul is not done yet. He calls these people “evil 
workers.” As he uses the term in this context, “evil 
workers” are Arminians, freewillers, and legalists, 
people who teach that God’s salvation depends upon and 
is determined by man. 
 
Verse 2 concludes with “beware of the concision.” ― 
Those who are of the concision are men and women who 
cut, mutilate, and torture their bodies in hope of winning 
God’s favor. 
 







Through The Bible Series—PHILIPPIANS 
 


13 


• Doing Penance 
• Observing Lent 
• Monasticism, Flagellation 
• Religious Taboos, Asceticism 


 
In essence, Paul is saying, Beware of Christless religion. 
Beware of any religious custom, doctrine, or service that 
is centered in yourself and encourages you to focus 
attention on yourself. 
 
TRUE RELIGION 
 
Now look at verse 3. Here we are given a description of 
true religion. 
 
Philippians 3:3  “For we are the circumcision, which 
worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and have no confidence in the flesh.” 
 
True religion is not man centered, but Christ centered. 
True religion is not ceremonial, but spiritual. True 
religion is not a matter of creed, but of conviction. True 
religion is not outward, but inward. “For we are the 
circumcision.” ― We are God’s true, covenant people, 
the Israel of God, Abraham’s true children, which… 
 
“Worship God in the Spirit.” ― We worship God as he 
is revealed in the Scriptures, by the power of his Holy 
Spirit, in our spirits, and in a spiritual manner. True 
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worship is spiritual worship, not carnal, ceremonial 
ritualism. 
 
John 4:23-24  “But the hour cometh, and now is, when 
the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 
(24) God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth.” 
 
“And rejoice in Christ Jesus.” ― We trust the Lord 
Jesus Christ alone, placing all our confidence in him as 
our Savior. We are complete in him. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:30-31  “But of him are ye in Christ 
Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: (31) 
That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord.” 
 
Colossians 2:9-10  “For in him dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily. (10) And ye are complete in him, 
which is the head of all principality and power:” 
 
“And have no confidence in the flesh.” ― We place 
absolutely no confidence in our flesh, the experiences, 
emotions, or (imaginary) excellencies of our flesh. The 
privileges of the flesh, the feelings of the flesh, and the 
works of the flesh are no basis of confidence before 
God. 
 
SELF-DENIAL 
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In verses 4-8, Paul is set before us as an example of 
self-denial. 
 
Philippians 3:4-8  “Though I might also have 
confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he 
hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: (5) 
Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as 
touching the law, a Pharisee; (6) Concerning zeal, 
persecuting the church; touching the righteousness 
which is in the law, blameless. (7) But what things were 
gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. (8) Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do 
count them but dung.” 
 
Self-denial is an essential aspect of saving faith. Though 
it increasingly comprehends all aspects of life as we 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, self-denial begins with a denial of all personal 
worth and merit as a grounds of hope before God. 
 
Here is a legalist of highest order laying aside the filthy 
rags of his self-righteousness for the blessed, pure, 
perfect righteousness of Christ. Paul counted all his 
fleshly, carnal, natural privileges, religious 
distinctiveness, and educational advantages as nothing 
but dung before God. He placed no confidence in his 
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flesh. He found that one Pearl of Great Price, and sold 
everything he had to get it (Matt. 13:45-46). 
 
NOTE: This was done on the Damascus Road when the 
Lord saved him (v. 7). And this was a decision he made 
everyday, with increasing, growing commitment and 
consecration to Christ. He counted all things but dung 
for Christ. 
 
Why? What was the cause of this man’s self-denial, 
consecration, and commitment? What made this man 
willing to forsake everything and follow Christ? Paul 
was inspired, motivated, and driven to the point of utter 
obsession by four great ambitions of faith. 
 
AMBITIONS OF FAITH 
 
He gives us those four great ambitions in verses 8-11. 
Look at the last line of verse 8. 
 
1. “That I may win Christ!” 
 
What an ambition! The life of faith is the lifelong pursuit 
of Christ. Faith looks upon Christ as the most precious, 
most desirable, most lovely, most valuable Person and 
Object in the world. The more he is known, the more he 
is wanted. Therefore true faith willingly forsakes all to 
follow him. 
 
Christ is the Treasure hidden in the field, for which we 
would gladly spend all. He is the Pearl of Great Price, 
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for which we must sell all. Jesus Christ is the “one thing 
needful” who must be chosen. Christ is the one thing we 
must have. 
 


• I am thankful for the many comforts of life with 
which I am blessed; but I must have Christ. 


• I am thankful for my friends; but I must have 
Christ. 


• I am thankful for health; but I must have Christ. 
• I am thankful for my family; but I must have 


Christ. 
 
“I count all things loss that I may win Christ.” 
 
2. “And be found in him” (v. 9) 
 
Philippians 3:9  “And be found in him, not having mine 
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith:” 
 
This is the believer’s standing. We are in Christ. This is 
Christianity. This is salvation - to be in Christ, nothing 
less, nothing lower, nothing different. It is not partly in 
Christ and partly in the law, or partly in the ordinances, 
or partly in the church. To be saved is to be in Christ. 
 


• Religion is knowing doctrines and facts. Salvation 
is knowing God (John 17:3; 1 John 5:20). 
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• Religion is knowing what I believe. Christianity is 
knowing whom I believe (2 Tim. 2:12). 


• Religion is being reformed. Salvation is being 
regenerated (John 3:3). 


• Religion makes men new converts. Christianity 
makes us new creatures (2 Cor. 5:17). 


• Religion is being in the church. Salvation is being 
in Christ (John 15:1; Eph. 5:30). 


 
Believers are people who are in Christ, 
 


• By God’s Eternal Decree. 
• By The Holy Spirit’s Operations Of Grace. 
• By Personal Faith. 


 
Illustration: Grafted into Christ 


 
To be in Christ is to have perfect righteousness 
before God. ― Our righteousness is not something we 
establish by performing good works, but something 
Christ established for us as our Representative before 
God. We do not make ourselves righteous by our 
obedience to God’s law. Christ made us righteous by his 
obedience to the law for us. 
 
Romans 5:19  “For as by one man's disobedience many 
were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous.” 
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Our righteousness before God is the righteousness of 
God in Christ imputed to us by God himself. 
 
As I stand before the holy Lord God, I want to be 
found in Christ. 
 


• As I live in this world. 
• When I offer any service, prayer, or sacrifice to 


him. 
• When I leave this world. 
• When I stand before his great bar of judgment! 


 
Now, look at verse 10. 
 
3. “That I may know him” 
 
Philippians 3:10  “That I may know him, and the power 
of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made conformable unto his death.” 
 
I know that Christ is mine and I am his. Yet, I count all 
things but loss and dung, that I might win Christ, that I 
might be found in Christ, that I might know Christ. I 
know him; but, oh, how I want to know him! I want 
constantly renewed, ever increasing knowledge of and 
communion with the Son of God. This is the ambition of 
my heart - I want to know him, my God and my Savior, 
my Redeemer and my Lord! 
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I want to know him who is the great Benefactor of 
my soul. 
 


• The Mysteries And Glories Of His Person 
• The Riches Of His Grace 
• The Greatness Of His Salvation 
• The Benefits Of His Mercies 
• The Depth Of His Love 


 
May God give us grace never to take our eyes off of 
Christ! My soul, let Christ be the all-consuming Object 
of your being! “That I may know him!” 
 
I want to “know him in the power of his resurrection.” 
 


• The power of his resurrection declares that I am 
justified (Rom. 4:25). 


• The power of his resurrection gave me spiritual life 
(Eph. 1:19). 


• The power of his resurrection guarantees my 
resurrection (1 Cor. 15:47-49). 


• But I want to live everyday, experimentally, 
walking in the knowledge of the power of his 
resurrection. 


 
Walking with Christ in the newness of life, I want the 
power of his resurrection to dominate, control, and direct 
my life in all things. I want to be continually made new 
by him. 
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I want “to know him in the fellowship of his 
sufferings.” 
 


• To Know My Personal Interest In His Sufferings 
• To Know What He Accomplished In His 


Sufferings 
 
As his sufferings are his glory, I want his sufferings to 
be my glory (Gal. 6:14). 
 
Galatians 6:14  “But God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 
 
I want to know Christ and the fellowship of his 
sufferings to such an extent that I am ever “being 
made conformable unto his death.” This is what that 
means ― I want to be conformed to Christ in his death. 
 


• Entirely Consecrated To The Glory Of God. 
• Perfectly Submissive To The Will Of God. 
• Motivated By Nothing But Love For My God And 


His People. 
 
4. “If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection 


of the dead” (v. 11) 
 
Philippians 3:11-14  “If by any means I might attain 
unto the resurrection of the dead. (12) Not as though I 
had already attained, either were already perfect: but I 
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follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I 
am apprehended of Christ Jesus. (13) Brethren, I count 
not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before, (14) I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Certainly, this includes a great desire for the resurrection 
of my body at the last day. But primarily, the yearning 
spoken of here is a yearning for that moral, spiritual 
resurrection of grace that lifts us out of the death and 
darkness of sin. The world, the flesh, and all human life 
is death. In Christ there is life, real life, eternal life, a life 
of righteousness, peace and joy in communion with 
God! This is what I want. I have not yet attained it; but I 
am reaching for it. 
 
I want what God purposed for me in eternity and 
Christ purchased for me at Calvary (Eph. 1:3-6). I 
want to be like Christ! 
 
These are the ambitions of my heart, the goals I seek, the 
things for which I live. I pray that God will make them 
more and more real to me. And I pray that he will make 
them your hearts’ ambitions as well. 
 


• “That I may win him.” 
• “And be found in him.” 
• “That I may know him.” 
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• “If by any means I might attain unto the 
resurrection of the dead.” 


 
Children of God, set your hearts upon these things, and 
by the grace of God you shall have them (vv. 20-21). 
 
Philippians 3:20-21  “For our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ: (21) Who shall change our vile body, that it 
may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according 
to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things unto himself.” 
 
Surely these are the things Paul has in mind, which he 
urges us to think upon continually, that we might have 
peace and joy and contentment in this world (4:8-13). 
 
AN ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE 
 
In latter part of chapter 4 Paul speaks of the thoughtful, 
loving gift the saints at Philippi sent to him by 
Epaphroditus, assuring them that their gift to him was 
“an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-
pleasing to God” (v. 18). Then, he assures them that as 
they had ministered to him according to their ability so 
the Lord God would supply all their needs according to 
his ability (v. 19). 
 
(Phil 4:19)  “But my God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 
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THREE GREAT COMFORTS 
 
Go back to chapter 1 and look at three great facts 
revealed in this chapter that sustained and comforted 
Paul as he lived in this world and prepared to leave it. 
Let us learn them, and they will comfort and sustain us 
as well. 
 
1. Paul understood that everything that happened to 


him was brought to pass by the will of God and 
would serve the cause of Christ’s gospel (v. 12). 


 
(Phil 1:12-18)  “But I would ye should understand, 
brethren, that the things which happened unto me have 
fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; (13) 
So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, 
and in all other places; (14) And many of the brethren in 
the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more 
bold to speak the word without fear. (15) Some indeed 
preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of 
good will: (16) The one preach Christ of contention, not 
sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: (17) 
But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the 
defence of the gospel. (18) What then? notwithstanding, 
every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is 
preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.” 
 
2. He knew that everything he experienced in this world 


was for the good of his soul and worked for his own 
eternal salvation (v. 19). 
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(Phil 1:19)  “For I know that this shall turn to my 
salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ.” 
 
3. Paul knew that everything he suffered in this world he 


suffered by the will of God (v. 29). 
 
(Phil 1:27-30)  “Only let your conversation be as it 
becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and 
see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, 
that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gospel; (28) And in nothing 
terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident 
token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of 
God. (29) For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, 
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his 
sake; (30) Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, 
and now hear to be in me.” 








Sermon # 181      Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:      JOB 
     Why do the righteous suffer? 
 Text:   Job 23:10 
 Subject:  The Suffering of God’s Saints 
 Introduction: 
 
The Apostle Paul tells us that “tribulation worketh patience.” 
The fact is, we are all such sinful and hard-hearted creatures that 
we cannot and will not learn patience by any other means. If I 
should ask you to give me an example of patience, what is the 
first name that pops into your mind? – Job. No man is more 
famous for the exercise patience (James 5:11). 
 
(James 5:11)  "Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye 
have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the 
Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy." 
 
But patience was no more natural to Job than it is to you and me. 
It was something he had to learn by tribulation, great tribulation. 
It was a hard lesson, but a lesson he learned. He expressed that 
patience the Lord taught him, displaying confident faith in God’s 
the wisdom and goodness of God (23:10). 
 
(Job 23:10)  "But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath 
tried me, I shall come forth as gold." 
 
POETIC BOOKS 
 
This is a gripping story, a fascinating drama. But it is much 
more. The Book of Job is an inspired narrative of the life and 
trials of a righteous man in this world. 
 
Here we begin a new section of Scripture. Genesis through 
Deuteronomy, the five Books of Moses, are commonly referred 
to as “the Law.” Joshua through Esther are “Historic Books.” In 
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these we have seen, in the events of history, living parables, 
designed and worked out by God’s good providence, that explain 
and illustrate what is going on in our own lives. 
 
In the Poetic Books (Job through the Song of Solomon, and the 
little book of Lamentations) we see God’s saints in worship. 
Perhaps that is what makes them the most commonly read 
portions of the Old Testament. In these Books, we are allowed to 
go with God’s saints into their private closets, as they pour out 
their hearts to their heavenly Father, and put into words the very 
things we often want to say, but simply cannot find either the 
words or the honesty to speak before the throne of grace. That 
makes them both precious and instructive as well as comforting 
and inspiring. 
 
The Book of Job is a great poem. Tennyson called it, “the 
greatest poem whether of ancient or modern literature.” Martin 
Luther considered the Book of Job “more magnificent and 
sublime than any other book of Scripture.” It reads like a drama, 
an epic drama much like Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey.  
 
But the book of Job is also historical. Job was an actual, living 
person and these events actually took place, but God recounts 
them for us in this beautiful style so that we might have an 
answer to the age-old, haunting question, "Why do the righteous 
suffer?" 
 
Job suffered by the assaults of Satan. He suffered by the words 
of his wife. And he suffered by the accusations of his friends. 
But if you asked Job why he suffered as he did, what the source 
and cause of his sufferings was, he looked past all those 
secondary sources to the Lord his God. 
 
Proposition: At the very beginning of the Book, we see clearly 
that the righteous suffer by the hand and will of the God we 
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worship, trust, love and serve.—Everywhere we turn in these 42 
chapters, when Job speaks of that which he suffered, he declares 
that he suffered because the Lord God ordered it. 
 
(Job 19:21)  "Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my 
friends; for the hand of God hath touched me." 
 
(Job 23:10)  "But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath 
tried me, I shall come forth as gold." 
 
GOD’S BOOK 
 
Though the Word of God is neither a book about science or 
history, whenever it speaks of scientific and historic matters, it is 
always precise and accurate. We have before us, in the Book of 
Job, that which is probably the very first Book of the Bible to be 
written. Job lived during the days of the patriarchs, probably 
about the time of Abraham. So this Book was written more than 
3000 years ago, slightly before the invention of modern scientific 
technology. Yet, no other Book of the Bible contains as much 
scientific data as Job.  
 
 (Job 26:7)  "He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, 


and hangeth the earth upon nothing." 
 
What could more accurately describe the position and stability of 
our planet in space?  
 
“Job's contemporaries all believed that the earth was flat, and that 
it rested on the shoulders of one of the gods, or the back of an 
elephant or giant sea turtle. Think of it! Startlingly accurate 
scientific statements written more than 3,000 years before the 
discovery of America!” (Paul VanGorder) 
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 (Job 38:7)  "When the morning stars sang together, and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy?" 


 
No one in the world of “all-wise” scientists ever dreamed that 
rays of light give off sound that no human ear can hear, until 
modern times; but Job declared it, and it was written down in the 
Book of God, more than 3000 years ago by the inspiration God 
to whom the morning stars sing praise. 
 
 (Job 38:24)  "By what way is the light parted, which 


scattereth the east wind upon the earth?" 
 
Reading those words, you would think Job had distinct 
knowledge of spectrum analysis. But this was written more than 
3000 years ago. 
 
 (Job 38:31)  "Canst thou bind the sweet influences of 


Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?" 
 
Pleiades is a group of seven stars in the constellation of Taurus. 
But I wonder how Job knew that. Remember, he did not have a 
telescope. This was written more than 3000 years ago!  
 
Pleiades and Orion no man can control. Contrary to the modern 
environmentalists’ proud thoughts, the seasons are not to be 
altered by men. Job was taught by God that it was not in his 
power to make any change in the dispensations of Providence; to 
turn the winter of adversity into the spring of prosperity, or the 
spring of prosperity into the winter of adversity. Providence is 
God’s dominion, not man’s. All we can do is submit to God’s 
work and quietly wait before him. 
 
What you have in your hand is the Word of God. That fact 
cannot be denied by any reasonable person. 
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(Psalms 19:1-3)  "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament showeth his handiwork. {2} Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge. {3} There is no 
speech nor language, where their voice is not heard." 
 
But it is not my purpose tonight merely to demonstrate the 
veracity of Holy Scripture. I want us to see Christ in the Book 
and learn the lessons he has for us in this Book. 
 
BEHIND THE SCENES 
 
In the first two chapters of Job (1:1-2:8), we are allowed to look 
behind the scenes to see what was happening and why. 
Remember, when you read these chapters, that Job did not have 
this luxury. It is written here for our learning. 
 
1. Here we are told, and told by God himself, that Job was a 


righteous man, a believer, a saved sinner. 
 
Many have misjudged Bro. Job, asserting that he was a lost, self-
righteous hypocrite, as his three friends accused him of being. 
But the Lord God asserts otherwise (1:1, 8; 2:3). 
 
(Job 1:1)  "There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was 
Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared 
God, and eschewed evil." 
 
(Job 1:8)  "And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered 
my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?" 
 
 Ezekiel 14:14, 20 
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Job was not a righteous, or perfect man by nature. And we see 
clearly that he was not perfect in his personal conduct and 
behavior. He was, just like you and me, a sinner saved by grace. 
 
 Imputed Righteousness 
 Imparted Righteousness 


 
Job was a man who had been greatly blessed of God with grace 
and one to whom God had given greater wealth and honor than 
any other in the East (v. 3). He worshipped God and interceded 
for his sons and daughters at the throne of grace continually 
(1:5). 
 
2. The Lord God is the absolute Monarch of the universe, 


ruling and controlling all things in heaven, earth and hell, 
even Satan. 


 
I do not know what to make of or how to explain everything 
written here; but I do know that this passage is an assertion of 
God’s dominion and sovereignty. 
 
 The angels came to give report to God; and Satan came 


among them. 
 It was God who took the initiative in challenging Satan, 


regarding his servant Job, not Satan (vv. 7-8). 
 It was God who gave Satan permission to do what he did to 


Job and God who told him exactly what he could not do. The 
devil was allowed to roar against him and afflict him 
tremendously, but not to harm him. 


 
Satan accused Job, as believers are always accused, of serving 
God for gain. And the Lord turned the fiend of hell loose on him 
both to prove otherwise and to improve his beloved servant Job 
(vv. 9-12). 
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JOB’S TRIALS 
 
As we read the first two chapters of this Book, it is impossible 
for us to put ourselves in Job’s place and form any right idea of 
what he felt. 
 
(Job 1:13-22)  "And there was a day when his sons and his 
daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's 
house: {14} And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, 
The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them: {15} 
And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they 
have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am 
escaped alone to tell thee. {16} While he was yet speaking, 
there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from 
heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and 
consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. {17} 
While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, 
The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, 
and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the 
edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. {18} 
While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, 
Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in 
their eldest brother's house: {19} And, behold, there came a great 
wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the 
house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I 
only am escaped alone to tell thee. {20} Then Job arose, and 
rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the 
ground, and worshipped, {21} And said, Naked came I out of 
my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD 
gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the 
LORD. {22} In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God 
foolishly." 
 
(Job 2:1-10)  "Again there was a day when the sons of God came 
to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also 
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among them to present himself before the LORD. {2} And the 
LORD said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan 
answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the 
earth, and from walking up and down in it. {3} And the LORD 
said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there 
is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one 
that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his 
integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him 
without cause. {4} And Satan answered the LORD, and said, 
Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. {5} 
But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, 
and he will curse thee to thy face. {6} And the LORD said unto 
Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. {7} So 
went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job 
with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. {8} And 
he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down 
among the ashes. {9} Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou 
still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. {10} But he said 
unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. 
What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we 
not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips. 
 
JOB’S FRIENDS 
 
Beginning at verse 11 in chapter 2 and going through chapter 31, 
we see Job’s conflict with his friends. Wonderful friends they 
were. We’ve all had some like them. 
 
(Job 2:11-13)  "Now when Job's three friends heard of all this 
evil that was come upon him, they came every one from his own 
place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar 
the Naamathite: for they had made an appointment together to 
come to mourn with him and to comfort him. {12} And when 
they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up 
their voice, and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and 
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sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven. {13} So they sat 
down with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, 
and none spake a word unto him: for they saw that his grief was 
very great." 
 
Satan’s work was nothing compared to the work of these three, 
self-righteous, reformed legalists. Job’s name means persecuted, 
and they made sure he lived up to his name.—It was not their 
doctrine that was wrong, but their attitude! 
 
 Eliphaz (My God is Fine Gold) was the first to speak. He had 


a vision, and assumed that his vision gave him authority to sit 
in judgment over God’s servant (4:12-16). 


 Bildad (Confusing Love) thought himself a scholarly 
intellectual, and backed his words with the authority of a long 
list of forefathers, who could not be mistaken (8:8). 


 Zophar (Sparrow) was described by someone as one of those 
irksome people we all hope never to meet again, fresh out of 
seminary, who knows everything about everything. 


 
Job described them considerably more pleasantly than I would, 
as “miserable comforters.” They were all fully convinced that 
Job was a hypocrite and that he suffered divine judgment 
because he was, after all, a man with secret sins God was 
determined to expose by his afflictions. There are multitudes like 
them around the world in every age and in every church. 
 
“These three men stand as lasting reminders of the need to 
handle suffering friends with great care and to refrain from 
giving quick and easy solutions to complex and trying 
problems…to speak little and listen much in our dealings with 
those stricken by calamity.” (Roger Ellsworth) 
 
 Elihu (He is my God) comes on the scene in chapter 32 


(32:1-37:24).  
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Elihu was a young man, but a man with a message from God. He 
rebuked Job’s miserable, tormenting comforters for their 
accusations, and rebuked Job for spending more time justifying 
himself before them than in justifying God before them. 
 
Elihu spoke of God’s incomparable greatness. In chapter 33, 
Elihu gives us a marvelous picture of God’s method of grace, by 
which he delivers chosen sinners from going down to the pit (vv. 
13-30).—In Salvation—In Chastisement. 
 
(Job 33:13-30)  "Why dost thou strive against him? for he 
giveth not account of any of his matters. {14} For God speaketh 
once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not. {15} In a dream, in a 
vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in 
slumberings upon the bed; {16} Then he openeth the ears of 
men, and sealeth their instruction, {17} That he may withdraw 
man from his purpose, and hide pride from man. {18} He 
keepeth back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing by 
the sword. {19} He is chastened also with pain upon his bed, 
and the multitude of his bones with strong pain: {20} So that his 
life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat. {21} His flesh is 
consumed away, that it cannot be seen; and his bones that were 
not seen stick out. {22} Yea, his soul draweth near unto the 
grave, and his life to the destroyers. {23} If there be a 
messenger with him, an interpreter, one among a thousand, 
to show unto man his (GOD’S NOT MAN’S!) uprightness: 
{24} Then he is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from 
going down to the pit: I have found a ransom. {25} His flesh 
shall be fresher than a child's: he shall return to the days of his 
youth: {26} He shall pray unto God, and he will be favourable 
unto him: and he shall see his face with joy: for he will 
render unto man his righteousness. {27} He looketh upon men, 
and if any say, I have sinned, and perverted that which was right, 
and it profited me not; {28} He will deliver his soul from going 
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into the pit, and his life shall see the light. {29} Lo, all these 
things worketh God oftentimes with man, {30} To bring back 
his soul from the pit, to be enlightened with the light of the 
living." 
 
 Psalm 107 


 
GOD CONFRONTS HIS SERVANT 
 
In chapter 38 (38:1-42:17), the Lord God himself confronts his 
servant out of the whirlwind, by the irresistible, convincing 
power and grace of his Holy Spirit. Here, the Lord God 
effectually applies to Job what his messenger, Elihu had declared 
(Rom. 10:17). The Lord graciously showed Job his greatness, 
glory, and solitary majesty as God.  
 
 Job repented of his own sin. 


 
(Job 40:3-5)  "Then Job answered the LORD, and said, {4} 
Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand 
upon my mouth. {5} Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: 
yea, twice; but I will proceed no further." 
 
(Job 42:1-6)  "Then Job answered the LORD, and said, {2} I 
know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be 
withholden from thee. {3} Who is he that hideth counsel without 
knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things 
too wonderful for me, which I knew not. {4} Hear, I beseech 
thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou 
unto me. {5} I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but 
now mine eye seeth thee. {6} Wherefore I abhor myself, and 
repent in dust and ashes." 
 
 Job forgave and made intercession for Eliphaz, Bildad, and 


Zophar  (42:7-9) 
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 The Lord blessed Job (42:10-17). When the gold was refined, 
God took him out of the furnace. His riches and honor were 
doubled. His children were added in the same number—(7 
Sons and 3 Daughters)—as before. 


 
(Job 42:10-17)  "And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, 
when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as 
much as he had before. {11} Then came there unto him all his 
brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his 
acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and 
they bemoaned him, and comforted him over all the evil that the 
LORD had brought upon him: every man also gave him a piece 
of money, and every one an earring of gold. {12} So the LORD 
blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had 
fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a 
thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. {13} He had 
also seven sons and three daughters. {14} And he called the name 
of the first, Jemima; and the name of the second, Kezia; and the 
name of the third, Kerenhappuch. {15} And in all the land were 
no women found so fair as the daughters of Job: and their father 
gave them inheritance among their brethren. {16} After this lived 
Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons' 
sons, even four generations. {17} So Job died, being old and full 
of days." 
 
GOSPEL DOCTRINE 
 
Though mistaken in many things, Job’s doctrine was pure, 
gospel doctrine. 
 
 Divine Sovereignty 


 
 Need for a Mediator a Kinsman Redeemer (9:20, 32-35) 
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(Job 9:20)  "If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn 
me: if I say, I am perfect, it shall also prove me perverse." 
 
(Job 9:32-35)  "For he is not a man, as I am, that I should answer 
him, and we should come together in judgment. {33} Neither is 
there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us 
both. {34} Let him take his rod away from me, and let not his 
fear terrify me: {35} Then would I speak, and not fear him; but it 
is not so with me." 
 
 Redemption and The Resurrection of The Dead 


 
(Job 3:17)  "There the wicked cease from troubling; and there the 
weary be at rest." 
 
(Job 14:13-15)  "O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that 
thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou 
wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me! {14} If a man 
die, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time will I 
wait, till my change come. {15} Thou shalt call, and I will answer 
thee: thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine hands." 
 
(Job 19:21-28)  "Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye 
my friends; for the hand of God hath touched me. {22} Why do 
ye persecute me as God, and are not satisfied with my flesh? {23} 
Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in 
a book! {24} That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in 
the rock for ever! {25} For I know that my redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: {26} And 
though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God: {27} Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes 
shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed 
within me. {28} But ye should say, Why persecute we him, 
seeing the root of the matter is found in me?" 
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Why do the righteous suffer? 
 
(Hebrews 12:5-11)  "And ye have forgotten the exhortation 
which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not 
thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked 
of him: {6} For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. {7} If ye endure 
chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he 
whom the father chasteneth not? {8} But if ye be without 
chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and 
not sons. {9} Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much 
rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? {10} 
For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own 
pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his 
holiness. {11} Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby." 
 
(Job 3:3-4)  "Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night 
in which it was said, There is a man child conceived. {4} Let that 
day be darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let the 
light shine upon it." 
 
(Job 3:13)  "For now should I have lain still and been quiet, I 
should have slept: then had I been at rest," 
 
(Job 3:17)  "There the wicked cease from troubling; and there the 
weary be at rest." 
 
(Job 23:10)  "But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath 
tried me, I shall come forth as gold." 
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Sermon # 191    Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:   PSALMS—GOD’S BOOK OF PRAISE  
 Text:   Psalm 2:11-12 
 Subject:  Christ in the Psalms 
 Introduction: 
 
The Book of Psalms is the largest Book in the Word of 
God. It is a Book about the worship of God. The word 
“psalms” means praises.'' The Book of Psalms is “the 
Book of Praises.” It is God’s Book of Praise. That which 
is essential in the praise of God is dominate in these 150 
psalms—Worship.” “Worship” means ''prostration.'' To 
worship and praise the Lord our God is to prostrate 
ourselves before him, taking our place in the dust before 
him as we acknowledge and adore his supremacy, 
perfection and work. This is where we will begin. After 
describing Christ as the perfect man in Psalm 1 and 
declaring him to be the exalted King in Psalm 2, we are 
called to worship him in Psalm 2:11-12. 
 
(Psalms 2:11-12)  "Serve the LORD with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. {12} Kiss the Son, lest he be 
angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is 
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust 
in him." 
 
WORSHIP 
 
The Book of Psalms teaches us to worship our God, to 
ever be occupied with him. Just in proportion as our 
hearts and minds are occupied with Christ, we worship 
him (Col. 3:1-3). Here we are taught to… 
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 Treasure his Word, 
 Delight in his providence, 
 Remember his works, 
 Speak of his greatness, 
 Trust his care, 
 Glory in his gospel, 
 And celebrate his praise continually. 


We are here taught to find strength for life’s labors, 
comfort for life’s troubles, and solace in life’s sorrows by 
continually prostrating ourselves before the throne of 
grace, seeking mercy and grace from our great God in 
time of need. 
 
In this Book we have 150 psalms, or songs, of praise to 
our great God. As we read these psalms, our hearts often 
echo the words we are reading, because that which we 
read here expresses our own feelings, emotions, and 
experiences as God’s people in this world. These inspired 
psalms express our own doubts and fears, joys and 
sorrows, sufferings and aspirations, burdens and 
blessings, as we attempt to worship and serve our God. 
 
Yet, this is a Book of praise to our God. If you read the 
psalms carefully, you cannot avoid noticing the fact that 
each of the psalms that begin with an expression of 
sorrow or despondency end with praise to God for his 
goodness. That is because our sorrows, like our joys, are 
designed by our God to show us his goodness and bring 
his goodness to us. 
 
There is one exception. Psalm 88, perhaps the oldest of 
the psalms, is all sorrow. That psalm reveals the inmost 
sorrow of our Savior as he suffered the wrath of God for 
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us. When he was made to be sin, when he was made to be 
the object of God’s unmitigated wrath as our Substitute, 
he found nothing to comfort him. 
 
AUTHORSHIP 
 
The New Testament contains two hundred and forty-
three quotations from the Old and one hundred and 
sixteen of these are from the Book of Psalms. These 150 
psalms were written over a period spanning 900 years. 
Most of the them were written by David, “the sweet 
singer of Israel.” One was written by Moses (Psalm 90). 
One was written by Heman (Psalm 88). One was written 
by Ethan (Psalm 89). Two were written by Solomon 
(Psalms 72 and 157). The descendants of Korah wrote 
ten. And Asaph, the chief musician in David's choir, 
wrote twelve. There are fifty of the psalms to which no 
author’s name is attached. But it is certain that David 
wrote some of these (Compare Psalm 2:1 and Acts 4:25). 
 
DIVISIONS 
 
The psalms have been divided into four categories Each 
section ends with ''amen'' or ''hallelujah.''  
 


• Psalms 1-41: Davidic Psalms  
• Psalms 42-72: Levitical Psalms  
• Psalms 73-89: Psalms of the Time of Hezekiah  
• Psalms 90-106: Psalms Before the Captivity 
• Psalms 107-150: Psalms After the Captivity 


 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 
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Be sure you understand this:—Though, as I will show 
you, the psalms speak of Christ, they also are true 
expressions of the personal emotions, feelings, and 
experiences of those who wrote them. When David 
wrote, “My God, my God, Why hast thou forsaken me?” 
He was, without question, speaking prophetically of 
Christ. But he was also expressing his own soul’s 
lamentation before God. 
 
Because the psalms are honest expressions of believing 
hearts in all the varied experiences of life in this world, 
they speak the universal language of our souls. Whatever 
our state and condition may be spiritually, we will find it 
put into words in the Psalms. 
 
CHRIST 
 
Yet, it is a mistake to interpret the psalms only in a 
historic way, applying the words of the psalms to mere 
men. The One of whom the psalms speak is the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself, our great God and Savior. 
 
As “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” 
(Rev. 19:10), the testimony of Christ is the spirit of the 
psalms. The Psalms speak of the incarnation of Christ, 
the deity of Christ, the eternal Sonship of Christ, the 
offices of Christ as Prophet, Priest and King, the betrayal 
of Christ, the agony of Christ, the trial of Christ, the 
rejection of Christ, the crucifixion of Christ, the 
resurrection of Christ, the ascension of Christ, and the 
second coming of Christ to judge the world. 
 







Through The Bible Series—PSALMS 
 


5 


 They tell us of holiness of heart and life, and of Christ 
the one perfectly holy man in the history of the world. 


 The Psalms tell us much of the blessedness of 
righteousness, and of Christ the only righteous man 
who ever lived. 


 The Psalms tell us often of the enemies of the 
righteous, and of Christ who was ever encompassed 
with enemies who hated him without a cause. 


 The Psalms tell us of the punishment of the wicked, 
and of Christ the Judge of all. 


 The Lord Jesus Christ is set forth in the Psalms as the 
Covenant God of his true Israel. 


 
The Gospels tell us about the kingdom of God. The 
Psalms tell us much about the King. God the Father 
appointed his Son to be King in Zion; and he shall rule 
the nations with a rod of iron. David with his throne on 
Zion is the chosen type of Christ Who rules from heaven 
as David ruled on earth. “For the kingdom is the Lord's; 
and he is the Governor among the nations.” “Yea, all 
kings shall fall down before him; all nations shall serve 
him. For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth, the 
poor also; and him that hath no helper.” 
 
The Gospels are a record of the history of our Lord’s 
outer life in this world, his incarnation, his family, his 
works, his doctrine, his death, his resurrection, his 
ascension, and his exaltation. The psalms are a record of 
our Savior’s inmost Being, the feelings, passions, and 
experiences of his very heart and soul, the feelings, 
passions, and experiences of the heart and soul of him 
who was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin, 
that he might be our merciful and faithful High Priest, 
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interceding as One who is touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities. 
 
MESSIANIC PSALMS 
 
Commonly, specific psalms are referred to as “messianic 
psalms.” But that is a mistake, because it implies that 
some of the psalms are not messianic, that some of them 
do not speak specifically of our Savior (“In the Psalms 
concerning me.” Luke 24). In these blessed, inspired 
songs of praise to our all-glorious Christ, we see him in 
all his offices, in all his works, and in all his 
accomplishments as Savior and Lord. He is the 
Redeemer, the Rock, the Refuge, the Shepherd, the 
Shield, the Fortress, the High Tower of his people. Christ 
is the Sun of Righteousness around which the whole 
Psalter revolves. Behold, here is Christ! 
 Our Good Shepherd (Ps. 23; 77:20; 78:70-72; 80:1; 


95:7; 100:3; 119:176). 
 The Rock of our Salvation (Ps. 27:5; 28:1; 31:2-3; 


40:2; 61:2-3; 62:2-9; 71:3; 78:20; 89:26; 94:22; 
115:1). 


 The Light of the World (Ps. 27:1; 43:3; 118:27). 
 Our Great Redeemer (Ps. 19:14; 69:18; 72:14; 77:15; 


78:35; 103:4; 106:10; 107:2; 119:154). 
 The One in Whom and by Whom we have 


forgiveness (Ps. 32; 51; 130). 
 
PENITENTIAL PSALMS 
 
Indeed, there is not a single psalm in this Book that can 
be applied only to the man who wrote it in the fullest 
extent of its meaning. Even those psalms referred to as 
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“Penitential Psalms” are best understood, and most 
properly understood, when we read them as the words of 
our great Substitute and Sin-Bearer, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, when he was made to be sin for us. As Ezra, 
Daniel, and Nehemiah confessed the sins of Israel as their 
own sins, though they were not personally guilty of the 
crimes they confessed, our great Sin-Bearer took our sins 
to be his own and confessed them as such. He who bore 
our sins in his own body on the tree is alone the sacrifice 
God accepts, finds pleasure in, and upon which he builds 
his church and blesses his people (Ps. 51:17-19). 
 
(Psalms 51:17-19)  "The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
despise. {18} Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: 
build thou the walls of Jerusalem. {19} Then shalt thou 
be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt 
offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer 
bullocks upon thine altar." 
 
Psalm 1—Christ is set before us as the perfect, holy, 
blessed man, who delights always in God and his will, 
who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly. He alone is 
that Man of whom it can be said, absolutely, “whatsoever 
he doeth shall prosper.” The pleasure of the Lord 
prospers in his hand (Isa. 53:12). 
 
Psalm 2—Christ, the Son of God, is depicted as the 
appointed Ruler, the King of kings. ''I will declare the 
decree: The Lord hath said unto Me, Thou art My Son; 
this day have I begotten Thee'' (v.7).  
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Psalm 8—Here we see the Son of God becoming the Son 
of man in order that we might be made the sons of God. 
 
(Psalms 8:4-5)  "What is man, that thou art mindful of 
him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? {5} For 
thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and 
hast crowned him with glory and honour." 
 
(Hebrews 2:6-8)  "But one in a certain place testified, 
saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the 
son of man, that thou visitest him? {7} Thou madest him 
a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with 
glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy 
hands: {8} Thou hast put all things in subjection under 
his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he 
left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not 
yet all things put under him." 
 
(Hebrews 2:9-18)  "But we see Jesus, who was made a 
little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of 
God should taste death for every man. {10} For it became 
him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the 
captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. {11} 
For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified 
are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call 
them brethren, {12} Saying, I will declare thy name unto 
my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise 
unto thee. {13} And again, I will put my trust in him. And 
again, Behold I and the children which God hath given 
me. {14} Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
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same; that through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil; {15} And deliver 
them who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. {16} For verily he took not on him 
the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of 
Abraham. {17} Wherefore in all things it behoved him to 
be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a 
merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 
{18} For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, 
he is able to succour them that are tempted." 
 
Psalm 16—Christ's deliverance from death is prophesied 
here. Verses 10 and 11 find their fulfillment in the death 
and resurrection of our Lord. Peter quoted these words on 
the day of Pentecost, showing that David was a prophet 
(Acts 2:25-28). 
 
Psalms 22-24—These songs are examples of divine 
inspiration in the arrangement of the Psalms. They are 
filled with Messianic teaching about the life and ministry 
of the Lord Jesus. We shall return to these psalms 
shortly. 
 
Psalm 40—Hebrews 10 tells us that this psalm speaks of 
Christ’s coming to redeem and save his people.  
 
Psalm 45—Christ is the King who is fairer than the 
children of men, into whose lips grace has been poured, 
whom God has blessed forever, the most mighty One 
who has girded on his sword, riding with glory and 
majesty, prospering because of his truth, meekness and 
righteousness. It is of him alone that we sing—"Thy 
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throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy 
kingdom is a right sceptre. Thou lovest righteousness, 
and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 
All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, 
out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee 
glad. Kings' daughters were among thy honourable 
women: upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold 
of Ophir. Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline 
thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father's 
house; So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: for he 
is thy Lord; and worship thou him. And the daughter of 
Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich among the 
people shall entreat thy favour. The king's daughter is all 
glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold. She 
shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework: 
the virgins her companions that follow her shall be 
brought unto thee. With gladness and rejoicing shall they 
be brought: they shall enter into the king's palace" (vv. 
6-15). 
 
Psalm 68—Christ is the Lord God our Savior who has 
risen to scatter his enemies (vv. 17-20; Eph. 4:8-11). 
 
(Psalms 68:17-20)  "The chariots of God are twenty 
thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is among 
them, as in Sinai, in the holy place. (18) Thou hast 
ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou 
hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, 
that the LORD God might dwell among them. (19) 
Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits, 
even the God of our salvation. Selah. (20) He that is our 
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God is the God of salvation; and unto GOD the Lord 
belong the issues from death." 
 
(Ephesians 4:8-11)  "Wherefore he saith, When he 
ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts unto men. (9) (Now that he ascended, what is it but 
that he also descended first into the lower parts of the 
earth? (10) He that descended is the same also that 
ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things.) (11) And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers;" 
 
Psalm 69—The humiliation of Christ is shown in verses 
4, 8, 9, 12, and 21. The words used here find their 
fulfillment only in our Redeemer. 
 
(Psalms 69:4-9)  "They that hate me without a cause are 
more than the hairs of mine head: they that would destroy 
me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I 
restored that which I took not away. {5} O God, thou 
knowest my foolishness; and my sins are not hid from 
thee. {6} Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord GOD of 
hosts, be ashamed for my sake: let not those that seek 
thee be confounded for my sake, O God of Israel. {7} 
Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; shame hath 
covered my face. {8} I am become a stranger unto my 
brethren, and an alien unto my mother's children. {9} For 
the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the 
reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon 
me." 
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(Psalms 69:21)  "They gave me also gall for my meat; 
and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink." 
 
(Matthew 13:55-56)  "Is not this the carpenter's son? is 
not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and 
Joses, and Simon, and Judas? {56} And his sisters, are 
they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these 
things?" 
 
(Matthew 27:33-34)  "And when they were come unto a 
place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, 
{34} They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: 
and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink." 
 
(John 2:17)  "And his disciples remembered that it was 
written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up." 
 
(Romans 15:3)  "For even Christ pleased not himself; 
but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that 
reproached thee fell on me." 
 
Psalm 110—Christ is our omnipotent Savior King and 
everlasting Priest, who makes his people wiling in the 
day of his power (vv. 1-4). 
 
(Psalms 110:1-4)  "The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit 
thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
footstool. (2) The LORD shall send the rod of thy 
strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine 
enemies. (3) Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy 
power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the 
morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. (4) The LORD 
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hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever 
after the order of Melchizedek." 
 
Psalm 118—This psalm is part of the special passage 
that was used as a prayer on passover night. It more than 
likely was sung by the Lord and His disciples at the 
Lord's Supper, as recorded in (Matt. 26:30). 
 
(Psalms 118:22)  "The stone which the builders refused is 
become the head stone of the corner." 
 
Behold, Christ is here (Matt. 21:42; Mark 12:10; Luke 
20:17). 
 
Psalm 121—Christ our Help, our Strength, our Keeper! 
 
THE SHEPHERD PSALMS 
 
Psalms 22-24 speak specifically of the Lord Jesus Christ 
as our Shepherd. Psalm 22 brings us to ”the place called 
Calvary.” In its light we stand at the foot of the cross. 
Here and in Isaiah 53 the crucifixion is portrayed more 
clearly than in any other part of the Old Testament. Isaiah 
53 speaks primarily of the sin-atoning aspect of Christ’s 
death. Psalm 22 speaks of his sufferings. It begins with 
the cry uttered by our Lord in the hour of darkness, “My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” It closes 
with the words “He hath done it,” or “It is finished,” as it 
stands in the original Hebrew, identical with almost the 
last cry of our Savior. It is a Psalm of shame, sorrow, and 
sighing. In the original language there is not a single 
completed sentence in the opening verses, but a series of 
short ejaculations, like the gasps of a dying man whose 
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breath and strength are failing, and who can only utter a 
word or two at a time. 
 
Read Psalms 22 and 69 together, and you will see a 
tremendous, instructive, prophetic picture of our 
Redeemer’s sufferings. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 
specially and repeatedly call our attention to it. “I am a 
worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of 
the people.” “All they that see me laugh me to scorn: 
they shoot out the lip” (22:6, 7). “The rulers derided 
Him.” “The soldiers also mocked Him” (Lk. 23:35, 36). 
“They shake the head, saying, He trusted on the Lord 
that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he 
delighted in him” (verse 8). “They that passed by reviled 
him, wagging their heads. Likewise also the chief priests 
mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said…He 
trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have 
him” (Matt. 27:39, 41, 43). “Strong bulls of Bashan have 
beset me round. They gaped upon me with their mouths” 
(verses 12, 13). “Sitting down, they watched him there. 
The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the 
same in his teeth” (Matt. 27:36, 44). 
 
“They pierced my hands and my feet.” “All my bones are 
out of joint”(vv. 16 and 14). The Roman method of death 
by crucifixion, unknown to Jewish law, is prophesied 
here. The very action of the soldiers is given in the 
words, “They part my garments among them, and cast 
lots upon my vesture” (v. 18). “My tongue cleaveth to my 
jaws” (v. 15). “In my thirst they gave me vinegar to 
drink” (Ps. 69:21). “Jesus…that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled, saith, I thirst. And they filled a sponge with 
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vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth” 
(John 19:28, 29). 
 
A BROKEN HEART 
 
“I am poured out like water: My heart is like wax; it is 
melted” (22:14). “Reproach hath broken my heart” (Ps. 
69:20). Here we are told the immediate cause of our 
Savior’s death. He died of a broken heart. Six times in 
Psalm 69 the word “reproach” appears—reproach and 
shame and dishonor borne for others. The bearing of our 
sins, the hiding of his Father’s face on account of it, was 
what broke his heart. 


 
“Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, 
yielded up the ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple 
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the 
earth did quake, and the rocks rent” (Matt. 27:50, 51). 
When the soldiers came to break the legs of those that 
hung upon the cross, they found that the Lord Jesus was 
dead already, and broke not his legs. “But one of the 
soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith 
came there out blood and water. And he that saw it bare 
record, and his record is true; and he knoweth that he 
saith true, that ye might believe.” 
 
“Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down 
my life that I might take it again. No man taketh it from 
me, but I lay it down of myself.” By the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God he was delivered to 
death. By wicked hands he was crucified and slain. By 
his own will he laid down his life. 
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Surely, as I mentioned before, we have in Psalm 51 not 
merely the cry of the penitent sinner, but a prophecy of 
Christ, the Sacrifice of God. “The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
Thou wilt not despise” (51:17). The great sacrifice of 
God is a broken heart. This was the sacrifice our Savior 
offered for us. He clothed himself in a human body that 
he might have it to offer (Heb. 10:5, 9, 10). He became 
possessed of a human heart that it might be broken. The 
way into the holiest is opened up for us through the 
broken heart of God’s own darling Son, our all-glorious 
Savior. This is the sinner’s Savior, the sinner’s hope, the 
sinner’s gospel. 
 
The New Testament refers to the work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as that of a shepherd in three distinct ways. They 
correspond to Psalms 22, 23, and 24, which present three 
aspects of our Lord's ministry on earth.  
 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD  
 
In Psalm 22 we see our Savior as the good Shepherd, 
who gave his life for his sheep. He said,  ''I am the good 
shepherd; the good shepherd giveth His life for the 
sheep'' (John 10:11). In the Gospels we read of what he 
said and did, and what was done to him; in Psalm 22 we 
are allowed to discover, as well as sinful creatures can 
discover, what he felt. 
 
The latter part of the psalm (vv. 22-31) is marked by a 
jubilance that portrays the glory of the salvation obtained 
by the efficacious merit of his blood. Though the 
resurrection is not specifically mentioned, we see Christ 
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delivered and his people delivered as well. “A seed shall 
serve him; it shall be counted to the LORD for a 
generation. They shall come and declare his 
righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that he 
hath done this”(vv. 30-31). Psalm 22 is the crucifixion 
psalm. The Good Shepherd has given His life for the 
sheep.  
 
THE GREAT SHEPHERD 
 
What tender emotions and thoughts of praise fill our 
hearts as we read Psalm 23! This is not a song about a 
dying or a dead shepherd, but of a risen, living, reigning 
Shepherd. It is in the present tense; it speaks of today. 
Christ arose from the dead to be our Great Shepherd. 
''Now the God of peace that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant'' (Heb. 
13:20). 
 
Because my good Shepherd laid down his life for me, I 
shall never die. Because Christ my great Shepherd sits 
upon the throne of the universe, “Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 
dwell in the house of the LORD forever!” 
 
THE CHIEF SHEPHERD 
 
Psalm 24 speaks of Christ as the chief Shepherd, who 
shall bring us with him into his glory, the glory he earned 
and purchased as our Substitute, the glory he gave us 
(John 17:5, 22), the glory he holds for us as our 
Forerunner in heaven (Heb. 6:20). The apostle Peter 
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wrote, ''And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye 
shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away'' (1 
Pet. 5:4). 
 
Listen! Someone is coming! Who is it? Christ, the King 
of Glory! He is coming to bring his chosen, ransomed 
people into his kingdom and glory. "Who shall ascend 
into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy 
place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who 
hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn 
deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, 
and righteousness from the God of his salvation” (vv. 3-
5). That is Christ. But these words do not speak of 
Christ alone. He did not enter and does not stand in the 
holy place by himself. He entered in for us. He stands 
there with us. And we shall stand there with him in all the 
perfection of his glory as our Mediator and Substitute. 
Verse 6 tells us plainly that these words refer just as fully 
to us, the people he came here to save, as they do to him. 
“This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek 
thy face, O Jacob. Selah." Pause a while and think about 
that! 
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 Title:   COLOSSIANS 
     “Christ is All” 
 Text:   Colossians 3:11 
 Subject:  The Message of Colossians 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening—April 27, 2004 
 Tape #  Y-15b 
 Readings: Larry Brown ― Bob Duff 
 Introduction: 
 
Three words are found in Colossians 3:11 that need to 
emblazoned upon the hearts of all who would seek to 
understand, interpret, and proclaim the message of Holy 
Scripture. Those three, simple, one syllable words are ― 
“Christ is all!” 
 
These three words are the essence and substance of 
all true Christianity. Christ is the foundation of all true 
doctrine and motive for all godliness. Christ is the 
message of all true preaching and the object of all true 
worship. In what sense does the Holy Spirit mean for us 
to understand that “Christ is all”? How far are we to take 
those words? ― In all things concerning our souls, 
eternity, the will of God, the knowledge of God, and the 
glory of God “Christ is all.” The book of Colossians is 
all about Christ, our all-glorious Savior. 
 
This letter to the church at Colosse was written while 
Paul was a prisoner at Rome, about thirty years after our 
Savior died at Calvary. Paul wrote this epistle about the 
same time that he wrote Ephesians, Philippians, and 
Philemon. 
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We do not know who first brought the gospel to the city 
of Colosse. Though some in this assembly had never 
seen Paul’s face (2:1), Luke tells us that some years 
earlier he and Paul went throughout the region of 
Phrygia (Asia Minor) preaching the gospel (Acts 16:6 
and 28:23). While preaching in that region, many were 
converted by the grace of God and turned from their 
idols to worship the true and living God (Acts 19:11, 22, 
and 26). 
 
After he had sown the seed of the gospel, Satan sowed 
his tares among the wheat. As it is now it was then. — 
Wherever Paul preached the gospel of God’s free and 
sovereign grace in Christ, work mongers came behind 
him preaching freewill/works religion. 
 
When the pastor of the church, Epaphras (called 
Epaphroditus in Philippians 2:25 and 4:18), came to visit 
Paul in Rome, He told Paul of the faithfulness of God’s 
saints at Colosse and of his concern for their souls 
because of the heretics who sought to corrupt the gospel 
and turn the hearts of the saints away from Christ. They 
came in the name of Christ, pretending to be the servants 
of Christ, but they were in reality the messengers of 
Satan… 
 
• Judaizers tried to mix law and grace, mingling Moses 


and Christ, teaching that works must play some part 
in salvation. 
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• Others sought to corrupt the gospel by mixing vain 
philosophy with the revelation of God, teaching for 
doctrine the commandments, superstitions, and 
reasonings of men. 


• Some even taught the veneration (worship) of angels 
and saints, and taught for mortification the punishing 
of the body! 


• Still others crept among God’s saints, teaching the 
proud Gnostic notion that salvation is to be attained 
by knowledge, teaching that men arrived at Christ by 
knowledge. 


• They all preached righteousness. — They all called it 
the righteousness of Christ, but the message they 
preached was the righteousness of man, a 
righteousness that was ultimately gained by 
something man must do, experience, feel, or know. It 
was not that righteousness sinners have by faith 
alone. 


 
Paul, inspired by God the Holy Spirit, wrote this epistle 
to confirm God’s elect in the gospel of Christ, to warn 
them of the heresies by which Satan’s messengers 
sought to pervert the gospel, and to urge them to 
“continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel” (1:23). 
 
AN ENCOURAGING SALUTATION 
 
This letter, like most of Paul’s epistles, opens with a 
gracious, encouraging salutation (1:1-8). 
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(Colossians 1:1)  “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 
will of God, and Timotheus our brother.” 
 
“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the will of God.” 
— Paul refers to himself as “an apostle of Jesus Christ,” 
not “the apostle of Jesus Christ.” John the Baptist was 
the voice by which God spoke to men in his day. Paul 
was one voice among many; and he looked upon himself 
that way. In the beginning of this gospel age there were 
twelve apostles. Paul was the apostle born out of season, 
the one God had chosen to take Judas’ place. 
 
1. The apostles were men chosen by Christ. 
2. They saw the Lord personally. 
3. They had infallible knowledge of the gospel as they 


wrote the words of Holy Scripture, being inspired by 
the Holy Spirit. 


4. They were gifted to work miracles for the 
confirmation of their doctrine. 


5. When the last of the apostles went to glory, the 
apostolic age and the apostolic gifts by which the 
apostles were identified as God’s inspired 
messengers, ended. 


 
This was all done “by the will of God.” There are no 
apostles in the church today. There are many preachers 
sent as messengers of God to his people, but there are no 
apostles. 
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Read on — “And Timothy, our brother.” Though 
Timothy was not an apostle, Paul included him in this 
salutation because God’s servants are all brethren, 
fellow-laborers, and workers together in his vineyard. 
Commenting on this verse Pastor Henry Mahan wrote, 
“The highest office-bearer in the church recognizes even 
the least as being a brother and worthy of respect and 
recognition. In Christ we are one, and he that is greatest 
is but a servant.” They are not rivals! There is no such 
thing as  “Big Me” and “Little You” in the kingdom of 
God. 
 
(Colossians 1:2)  “To the saints and faithful brethren in 
Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and 
peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
“To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ.” — All 
believers are saints (sanctified men and women). All 
believers are faithful. And all believers are brethren. We 
are sanctified by God the Father in election, God the Son 
in redemption and God the Holy Spirit in the new birth. 
We are brethren because we have the same Father, 
because we are in one body and family and because we 
have one elder brother, Christ Jesus. All who are born of 
God are  “in Christ.” We are saints, we are brethren, and 
we are faithful only because we are “in Christ.” 
 
“Grace be unto you and peace.” — First grace. Then 
peace. Believers seek that which is best for one another 
and truly wish one another well. We cannot desire 
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anything better for anyone than this: “Grace be unto 
you, and peace.” 
 
• Grace saves you. Peace makes you know that you are 


saved. 
• Grace is the root of every blessing. Peace is the 


flower that makes life sweet and fragrant. I pray that 
God will grant you both grace and peace.— 


 
“Grace be unto you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.”— There is no grace for 
anyone and no peace except that which is freely 
bestowed upon needy sinners by God the Father through 
the mediation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
(Colossians 1:3-5)  “We give thanks to God and the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 
4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the 
love which ye have to all the saints, 5 For the hope 
which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard 
before in the word of the truth of the gospel.” 
 
“We give thanks to God.” — Because grace, peace, 
faith and love, and all things pertaining to salvation are 
the gifts of God, he alone is to be thanked and praised 
for them. It is right for us to recognize and commend 
these things in our brothers and sisters in Christ; but 
thanks and praise goes to our God alone (Ps. 103:1-5; 
John 3:37; James 1:17). Every gift of grace is from God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ (John 3:27; James 1:17). 
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Faith, hope and love always go hand in hand. Where 
one is found, the other two are always present. All are 
the gifts of God’s grace. 
 
• Faith is that gift of grace that unites us to Christ and 


gives us peace with God. 
• Love is that gift of grace that unites us to one another 


and gives us peace. 
• Hope is that gift of grace that unites us to eternity and 


gives us peace. 
 
(Colossians 1:5-6)  “…Whereof ye heard before in the 
word of the truth of the gospel, Which is come unto you, 
as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth 
also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the 
grace of God in truth.” 
 
We do not know the grace of God in truth unless it 
brings forth fruit in us. We may know it in our heads, 
but we do not it unless it in truth, we do not really know 
it at all, if it does not affect our lives, and bring forth 
faith love, and hope: — faith, which lifts us above the 
world; ― love, which preserves us from selfishness; ― 
and hope, which keeps us up under all trials. A mere 
head knowledge is of no value. I want to know my 
Savior in my heart! When God the Holy Spirit makes the 
gospel we have heard sink down in our hearts, revealing 
Christ in us, then, we know the grace of God in truth and 
give thanks and praise to God! 
 
“DEAR FELLOWSERVANT” 







Through The Bible Series—COLOSSIANS 
 


8 


 
Now, watch this. In verses 7 and 8, the Holy Spirit 
inspired Paul to commend to this church their 
beloved pastor, thereby encouraging them to highly 
esteem him and hear him. 
 
(Colossians 1:7-8)  “As ye also learned of Epaphras our 
dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of 
Christ; 8 Who also declared unto us your love in the 
Spirit.” 
 
• He was Paul’s fellow-servant. 
• He was a faithful minister of Christ. 
• He loved and spoke well of those people whose souls 


he served. 
 
When I read these two verses again, they did my heart 
good. How I rejoiced to read of Epaphras speaking well 
of God’s people and of Paul speaking well of Epaphras! 
Most, these days, seem to think godliness requires them 
to pick holes in the armor of others, point out their 
faults, and castigate them for their failures. Grace 
teaches men who experience it better. Grace teaches us 
to… 
 
• Honor our brethren. 
• Cover their faults. 
• Extol their virtues. 
• Forgive their offenses. 
• And help them (lift them up) when they fall. 
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Paul made it his business to remind the saints at Colosse 
what a great blessing of God they had in their faithful 
pastor and promoted his honor in their eyes. Every 
preacher ought to follow his example when speaking of 
other faithful pastors (4:12-13). 
 
(Col 4:12-13)  “Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant 
of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring fervently for 
you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete 
in all the will of God. (13) For I bear him record, that he 
hath a great zeal for you, and them that are in Laodicea 
and them in Hierapolis.” 
 
FIT FOR HEAVEN 
 
In verses 9-14, the apostle Paul declares that the Lord 
our God has, by the almighty, effectual operation of his 
grace made us fit for heaven. 
 
Lest you imagine that I have overstated what the passage 
says, read verse 12 for yourself. 
 
(Colossians 1:12)  “Giving thanks unto the Father, which 
hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in light.” 
 
Rejoice, my brother! Give thanks, my sister! Sing praise 
to God! He has made us fit for heaven! Now, look at 
verses 9-17 with me. 
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(Colossians 1:9-11)  “For this cause we also, since the 
day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to 
desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his 
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 That 
ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; 11 Strengthened with all might, 
according to his glorious power, unto all patience and 
longsuffering with joyfulness;” 
 
Pastor Epaphras spoke to Paul in glowing terms of the 
Colossian saints, of their faith and hope in Christ and 
their love for Christ, his gospel, and his people. Here, 
Paul tells these saints, “Since the day Bro. Epaphras 
came here and told me about you and God’s grace in 
you, I have not ceased to give thanks to God for you and 
have not ceased to pray for God’s grace ever to be upon 
you and work in you.” 
 
“That you may be filled with the knowledge of his will.” 
— His Revealed Will! — His Purposed Will! — His 
Providential Will! — His Redemptive Will! — Paul 
prayed not only that they might have a knowledge of 
these, but that they might be “filled with the knowledge 
of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.”  
 
“That you might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing.” — This is talking about our godly conduct 
and behavior in the church, in our homes, on the job and 
on the street. Let us seek to live, and walk and talk as 
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those who are in Christ, seeking to please and glorify 
God. 
 
“Being fruitful in every good work.” — Believers are 
trees of righteousness, planted by the Lord to bear the 
fruit of the Spirit and to walk in good works in the 
kingdom of Christ (Gal. 5:22-23; Eph. 2:10). 
 
“Increasing in the knowledge of God.” — We honor 
God by believing him and by living for him as we grow 
in the knowledge of him. We cannot grow in grace if we 
do not grow in knowledge of Christ. And we cannot 
grow in the knowledge of Christ without growing in 
grace (2 Pet. 3:18). 
 
“Strengthened with all might according to the glorious 
power.” — We do not and cannot attain these things or 
do these things by our own strength and power, but by 
his (2 Cor. 12:9).  
 
Now, look at verse 12 again. How I wish I could 
expound the marvelous wonders of grace here declared! 
 
(Colossians 1:12)  “Giving thanks unto the Father, which 
hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in light.” 
 
The Lord our God has, by his almighty, free, saving 
grace in Christ, qualified us, has made us fit, to enter 
into and possess heaven itself, the bright and glorious 
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inheritance of the saints. By nature we are fit for hell. 
Grace has made us fit for heaven! (Read 1 Cor. 1:30.) 
 
(1 Corinthians 1:26-31)  “For ye see your calling, 
brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But 
God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
28 And base things of the world, and things which are 
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are 
not, to bring to nought things that are: 29 That no flesh 
should glory in his presence. 30 But of him are ye in 
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 31 
That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord.” 
 
Read verses 13 and 14, and you will see how he did it. 
 
(Colossians 1:13-14)  “Who hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins.” 
 
WHAT A GREAT SAVIOR 
 
Now, having just mentioned God’s grace and God’s 
great salvation in Christ, Paul seems to go off on a 
tangent. He seems to go wild with excitement. He was 
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so enthusiastic with regard to Christ and his great 
atoning sacrifice that the very thought of Christ’s blood 
stirred his blood. If you read the chapter as it ought to be 
read, observing its grammatical structure, it seems that 
Paul wrote verses 15-29 like a man whose hand was on 
fire. He could not write fast enough or express himself 
adequately. He was enrapt in his subject, raptured in his 
soul, as he began to write about Christ. 
 
Having barely declared what Christ did for us at 
Calvary, Paul was inspired by the Holy Spirit to extol, 
magnify, honor and praise him as our all-glorious Savior 
and Lord (1:15-29). 
 
Several years ago Bro. Bob Poncer read these fifteen 
verses in my office one night before we had prayer 
together. As soon as he finished reading them, Bro. 
Merle Hart quietly exclaimed, “What a great Savior!” 
That is as good a summary of the passage as I have ever 
seen or heard. Here Paul is showing us what a great 
Savior our Lord Jesus Christ is. Throughout the chapter, 
he plays a symphony on just one string—”HE!” 
 
• Christ is exactly what God is, for he is God. And 


he is that One, the only One in whom God is seen 
and known. He who is “the image of the invisible 
God” (1:15) and “the express image of his person” 
Heb. 1:3) is himself God (John 1:1-3). ― “For in him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 
2:9) 
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• He is the firstborn of every creature (1:15). That is 
to say, he is “the Beginning of the creation of God” 
(Rev. 3:14). We know that is what this means because 
the next verse, verse 16, tells us so… 


 
(Verse 16)  “For by him were all things created, that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers: all things were created by him, and for him.”  
 
• He is the Creator of all things. 
 
• Our Savior is eternal, the eternal God. ― “He is 


before all things and by him all things consist” (1:17). 
 
• He is the Head of the Church. ― The Beginning Of 


All Things! — The Firstborn From The Dead! — The 
Upholder of All Things! — That He Might Have 
The Pre-Eminence. ― “And he is the head of the 
body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead; that in all things he might have the 
preeminence” (1:18). 


 
• Christ is Fulness (1:19) ― “For it pleased the 


Father that in him should all fulness dwell.” ― All 
Divine Fulness (Col. 2:9). ― All Mediatoral Fulness! 
― All Covenant Fulness! ― All Saving Fulness! ― 
All Everlasting Fulness! ― Undiminishable Fulness! 
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• He is Reconciliation (1:20-22). It is Christ who has 
reconciled all the elect to God in redemption and who 
reconciles them to God in conversion, and who shall 
reconcile all things to the glory of God in eternity. 
That is to say, he will cause all things to show forth 
the praise of God forever (Rev. 5:13-14). 


 
(Verse 20)  “And, having made peace through the blood 
of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things 
in heaven.”—. 
 
(Verse 21)  “And you, that were sometime alienated and 
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he 
reconciled” 
 
(Verse 22)  “In the body of his flesh through death, to 
present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in 
his sight.” 
 
• Christ is our hope of glory (1:27). ― Christ is the 


One “whom” we preach, because he is the revelation 
of the great mystery hid in ages past under the types 
and shadows of the law, and hidden from all 
unbelievers (2 Cor. 4:3-4), but is revealed in every 
believer as our only and all-sufficient hope of glory. 


 
(Col 1:23-29)  “If ye continue in the faith grounded and 
settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to 
every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am 
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made a minister; (24) Who now rejoice in my sufferings 
for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions 
of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the 
church: (25) Whereof I am made a minister, according to 
the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to 
fulfil the word of God; (26) Even the mystery which 
hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now 
is made manifest to his saints: (27) To whom God would 
make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory: (28) Whom we preach, warning every 
man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: (29) 
Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his 
working, which worketh in me mightily.” 
 
COMPLETE IN CHRIST 
 
In chapter 2 Paul shows us that Christ is a complete 
Savior. In chapter 2 he shows us that every believer is 
complete in him. 
 
Many had crept into the church who denied the gospel of 
Christ and, with great subtlety, endeavored to turn the 
people of God away from “the simplicity that is in 
Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3). In Colossians 2:1-15 Paul 
communicates his concern to the Colossians and 
instructs them to be steadfast in the faith of Christ.  
 
The instruction Paul gives in these verses is most 
applicable to the church today. Many today would turn 
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us away from the simplicity that is in Christ. They tell us 
that we must have more than Christ, do more than 
simply trust Christ, experience more than the grace of 
God in Christ, and seek more than the fulness that is in 
Christ. Any doctrine that turns you away from Christ, 
any doctrine that turns your eyes away from Christ, 
is not of God. I admonish you to flee from such doctrine 
as you would flee the plague. That doctrine that turns 
you away from Christ will land your soul in hell! 
 
“In (him) are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge” (2:3). ― God has put all the riches of grace 
and glory, all the treasures of divine wisdom and 
spiritual knowledge, in his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. Do not look for God's mercy, grace and 
righteousness anywhere but in Christ. All the knowledge 
of God, and everything pertaining to salvation, is in 
Christ (1 John 5:12, 20). 
 
1 John 5:12  “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life.” 
 
1 John 5:20  “And we know that the Son of God is 
come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may 
know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, 
even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and 
eternal life.” 
 
“And this I _say, lest any man should beguile you with 
enticing words” (2:4). ― Satan tries to sow seeds of 
error wherever the gospel of Christ is preached. His 
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messengers do not openly deny Christ and salvation by 
grace. They mix the work of Christ with the works of 
men. They mix law and grace. And if Satan can get you 
to look to yourself and trust your own works, 
experiences, feelings, or emotions even partially he has 
ruined your soul altogether (Gal. 5:2, 4). 
 
Though Paul was absent from them physically, his heart 
was with the people of God. Their orderly manner of 
life, orderly worship, and steadfastness in the faith of 
Christ caused him great joy (2:5). These men and 
women had not yet been moved away from the hope of 
the gospel. And Paul was very concerned to do what he 
could to promote their continued steadfastness. His 
instructions are very simple and clear, but vital to the 
interests of their souls. 
 
“AS” AND “SO” 
 
“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk ye in him” (2:6). ― How did you first receive 
Christ? You received him by faith alone, without any 
works whatsoever of your own. You had no experiences, 
upon which to lean, no works, no feelings, no 
resolutions. You had nothing to bring to Christ but your 
sin. You received Christ alone as the sum and substance 
of all truth, the fulfillment of all promises, the fountain 
of all grace, the singular object of faith and love, and the 
only foundation of your hope before God. You trusted 
his blood alone for atonement, his righteousness alone 
for acceptance, and his intercession alone for salvation. 
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In exactly the same manner as you first received Christ, 
now walk in him. 
 
Continue living by the same faith, as a sinner trusting 
Christ alone for all things. If you get above this, you will 
forsake Christ altogether! We do not begin with Christ, 
and then go on to perfection in the strength of the flesh. 
The true believer begins by faith, lives by faith, and dies 
by faith, trusting Christ, only Christ, and nothing but 
Christ, all the way from the gates of hell to his entrance 
into glory. If you would live in faith, constantly trusting 
Christ, you must be… 
 
“Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the 
faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving” (2:7). Like a tree, deeply rooted in the 
ground, faith takes hold of Christ, draws all strength, 
nourishment and life from him, and bears fruit by the 
constant supply of his grace. As a building is built upon 
and shaped according to its foundation, the believer is 
built upon Christ alone, and his life is molded to Christ. 
Child of God, see to it that you abound in this faith. 
Never forsake it. Never weary of it. Never look for any 
other source of comfort, strength, hope, or assurance 
than faith in Christ. Trusting Christ alone, you have 
abundant reason for thanksgiving before God. But there 
are many who would turn you away from the simplicity 
of the faith. 
 
BEWARE 
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“Beware lest any man Spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ” (2:8). Do 
not allow anyone to turn you away from Christ by a 
show of intellectualism, philosophy and human reason. 
Our faith must be ruled by the Word of God alone. We 
build our doctrine only upon “Thus saith the LORD.” 
 
Let no one impose upon you the traditions of men, no 
matter how impressive and popular they are. There is no 
place for human tradition in the worship of the living 
God. Exactly in proportion as we receive the traditions 
of men, we depart from the worship of God. (Infant 
Baptism ― Baby Dedications ― Religious 
Entertainment ― Christmas Plays ― Easter Rituals, 
etc.) 
 
And you must never allow anyone to bring you back 
under the “rudiments of the world,” Mosaic 
ordinances. The rites and ceremonies of the Mosaic 
law: circumcision, abstaining from certain meats, 
sabbath observance, and all such things, were altogether 
typical. Christ has fulfilled them all. Any observance of 
such things today is sinful. All true worship is spiritual. 
God is not worshipped where dead men and women 
observe dead, carnal ordinances. There is absolutely no 
need for men to observe these things, seek any other 
foundation of hope before God, or look anywhere else 
for acceptance with God. Christ is all we need! 
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“For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily” (2:9). ― Oh, how I wish I could communicate 
this one blessed truth to you! All that God is is in Christ, 
for he is himself God. All that God requires of sinners is 
in Christ. All that God gives to men and women is in 
Christ. And all that we can need, or desire, for time and 
eternity, is in Christ. All grace, all mercy, all love, all 
peace, all wisdom, all righteousness, all redemption, all 
sanctification, all salvation, all life is in Christ alone! 
And it is all in him in all fulness. You cannot add 
anything to his fulness! Now get these next words… 
 
“And are complete in him, which is the head of all 
principality and power” (2: 10). ― The Lord Jesus 
Christ is the head of all things. By virtue of his 
obedience to God as our Mediator, Christ has been given 
the place of supremacy, dominion and rule over the 
entire universe. And all who believe are complete in 
him. As all the fulness of the triune Godhead resides 
in Christ our Mediator, so all the fulness of Christ, 
the Mediator, is ours by faith; and we are complete in 
him. 
 
IN HIM 
 
What does it mean to be in Christ? Many answers are 
given to that question in the Word of God. We who 
believe are in Christ by God's elective purpose. We are 
in the heart of our Savior's love, in the hand of his 
protective power, and in the eye of his constant care. 
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Here Paul tells us what it is to be in Christ 
experimentally. 
 
• To be in Christ is to be born again, by God's 


sovereign grace (2: 11). 
 
Colossians 2:11  “In whom also ye are circumcised with 
the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the 
body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ.” 
 
Here the new birth is represented by the picture of 
circumcision. Circumcision was instituted by God as the 
token and seal of his covenant with Abraham (Gen. 
17:10-13). It was a mark by which Israel was 
distinguished from all other nations. And it is a picture 
of what happens in a man's heart in regeneration (Rom. 
2:28-29; Phil. 3:3). In the Old Testament a child was 
named at the time of his circumcision (Luke 1:59; 
2:21). And in regeneration we have been given a new 
name. We have been made the sons of God (Gal. 4:6-7; 
1 John 3:1-3). Circumcision gave the children of 
Israel the right to eat the passover (Ex. 12:48). But 
this spiritual circumcision is made without hands. It 
is altogether a matter of the heart. It is the work of God 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
• To be in Christ is to trust him (2:12). 
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Colossians 2:12  “Buried with him in baptism, wherein 
also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.” 
 
All who are born of God are given faith in Christ. The 
one certain mark of the new birth is faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And faith in Christ is publicly confessed by 
believer’s baptism. Baptism is the ordinance of God by 
which we confess the faith of the gospel. It is described 
by Paul as a burial and a resurrection (Rom. 6:4-6). 
 
In baptism, we confess to the world our faith in the 
finished work of Christ and our allegiance to him as 
our sovereign Lord. And this faith in Christ, which we 
confess in our baptism, is the gift of the operation of 
God (Eph. 2:8), the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22) 
and the effectual work of his omnipotent grace in 
regeneration (Eph. 1:19). 
 
• To be in Christ is to be the object and recipient of 


God's immutable, saving grace in him (2:13-15). 
 
Colossians 2:13-15  “And you, being dead in your sins 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14 
Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to his cross; 15 And having spoiled 
principalities and powers, he made a show of them 
openly, triumphing over them in it.” 
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When God raised his Son from the dead, he was raised 
as our Representative. Christ lived, died and rose again 
as the Representative and Substitute of God's elect. And, 
as the result of his finished work, the blessings of God's 
saving grace have been effectually secured to his people. 
We all by nature are born dead in sin, because of our sin 
and fall in our father Adam (Rom. 5:12). But God has 
been gracious to us through Christ. Look at what he has 
done for us. 
 
He quickened us, gave us life and raised us up, 
together with Christ. That means two things: (1.) When 
Christ arose from the dead, we rose in him 
representatively. And (2.) In the new birth, we were 
raised from spiritual death to spiritual life by the power 
of Christ, our risen Savior. 
 
God has freely, completely forgiven us of all sin, 
through the merits of Christ's righteousness and shed 
blood. All our sins, past, present and future, all our sins, 
sins of youth and old age, sins of omission and sins of 
commission, sins of deed and sins of heart, all are freely 
and eternally forgiven by God through the merits of 
Christ our Substitute. 
 
And God's forgiveness of our sins is a just and 
righteous forgiveness. He does not simply ignore or 
excuse our sins. He removed our sins from us entirely by 
punishing them to the full extent of his own justice in 
Christ (Rom. 3:24-26). The oracles and ordinances of 
God's holy law, being broken by us, were against us. 
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The law of God demanded our execution. But Christ, by 
his blood, blotted out the law's accusations, and blotted 
out all our sins, nailing them to his cross (Isa. 43:25; 
44:22). Blessed be God! “There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 
8:1). 
 
Are you, or are you not in Christ? If you knew the 
value of your soul, if you knew the riches of his grace, if 
you knew the love of Christ, you would give no rest to 
your eyes until you found yourself to be in Christ. God 
help you to seek him. If you seek him with all your 
heart, you will find him. If you are in Christ, it is all 
because of God's free grace toward you. And if you are 
in Christ, “Ye are complete in him.” 
 
COMPLETE IN HIM 
 
What does it mean to be complete in Christ? The word  
“complete” means “entire, finished, made full, perfect.” 
Essentially, it is the same word used in verse 9, where 
Paul says, “In him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily.” As all the fulness of the eternal God is 
Christ's, all the fulness of Christ as the Mediator and for 
sinners is yours and mine. This is astonishing grace 
indeed! 
 
Now, let me briefly show you from the Word of God a 
little of what it means to be complete in Christ. I cannot 
begin to explain the full meaning of those words. But if 
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the Lord will enable me, I hope to give you great cause 
for faith, joy and praise. 
 
• If I am complete in Christ, I have in Christ all that 


God requires of man (1 Cor. 1:30). 
 
1 Corinthians 1:30  “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, 
who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption:” 
 
Whatever God, in his holiness, righteousness, justice and 
truth, requires of fallen men, we have in Christ. God 
cannot require more than he has given us in Christ. 
When he gave us his dear Son, our heavenly Father 
freely gave us all things in his Son. 
 
• If I am in Christ I possess all that God can or will 


bestow upon man (Eph. 1:3). 
 
God is the Author and Giver of all blessings. He alone 
can bless. If he blesses not, none can bless. But if he 
blesses, we are blessed indeed. And Paul tells us plainly 
that God has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
Ephesians 1:3  “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” 
 
Note the word “all” in Ephesians 1:3. Nothing good, 
nothing of real spiritual value, nothing we require is 
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omitted. All the fulness of grace, all the blessings of the 
covenant, all the sure mercies of God, all things 
pertaining to life and godliness, in this world and in the 
world to come, have been bestowed upon all who trust 
the Son of God. 
 
This is what it means to be complete in Christ. In him 
we have been given justification, sanctification, peace, 
pardon, eternal life and title deed to heaven. And all 
these blessings were given to us irrevocably, by the gift 
of God’s sovereign grace in Christ, before the world 
began!  
 
We are members of Christ. He is our Head and 
Representative. We are members of his body and 
partakers of him. We are blessed in him, through him, 
and for his sake. And Christ himself is the Substance of 
all blessing and blessedness. 
 


 Christ received the blessings of grace in our name 
in the covenant of grace. 


 All the blessings bestowed upon us are dependent 
upon Christ's obedience, not ours. 


 And we already possess every blessing of grace in 
Christ (Rom. 8:28-30).  


 
We may not yet enjoy all the blessings of the covenant 
experimentally, but they are all already ours in Christ. 
And as surely as he has received them for us, we shall in 
time receive them from him. 
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This is the glorious heritage of the sons of God. “Ye are 
complete in him!” There is nothing lacking. Everything 
God can or will give to man he has from eternity given 
to all who are in Christ. And every blessing of grace in 
Christ is secure to all God's elect forever. 
 
• If am in Christ, I am complete in him. That means 


I have in Christ all that I need to carry me through 
this world and bring me safe to heaven (Isa. 40:29; 
2 Pet. 2:9). 


 
Isaiah 40:29  “He giveth power to the faint; and to them 
that have no might he increaseth strength.” 
 
2 Peter 2:9  “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the 
godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto 
the day of judgment to be punished.” 
  
I do not know what lies ahead, what forces of darkness 
lay in wait for me, what trials or temptations shall meet 
me. But this I know — my Lord's grace is sufficient! 
 


 No matter what I need of earthly good, my God 
shall supply my need (Phil. 4:19). 


 No matter what temptation I meet, my God shall 
give me grace to escape it (1 Cor. 10:13). 


 No matter what trial I face, my God shall sustain 
me with grace to endure the trial (Isa. 41:10). 


 
(Isaiah 41:10)  “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not 
dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I 
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will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteousness.” 


 
 No matter how I may fail him, sin against him, and 
dishonor his name, as I often do, my faithful 
Savior shall not fail me. 


 
Fail him, I often do. Fail me, he never shall! He will lift 
me up when I fall. He will pray for me when I am 
tempted. He will plead for me when I sin. He will 
preserve me and keep me to the end and bring me safe to 
heaven. If left to myself, I know, I would forsake him. 
But, blessed be his name, Christ will not leave me to 
myself! (Jer. 32:38-40). 
 
Jeremiah 32:38-40  “And they shall be my people, and I 
will be their God: 39 And I will give them one heart, and 
one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of 
them, and of their children after them: 40 And I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not 
turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my 
fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me.” 
 
• Once more, being complete in Christ, I shall have 


all that I need to satisfy my heart in the world to 
come (Pro.10:24). 


 
Proverbs 10:24  “The fear of the wicked, it shall come 
upon him: but the desire of the righteous shall be 
granted.” 
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Child Of God, what do you desire? 
 


 Do you desire to be free from all sin? It shall be 
granted. 


 Do you desire to be perfectly obedient to Christ? It 
shall be granted. 


 Do you desire to know, love and worship Christ 
perfectly? It shall be granted. 


 Do you desire to be like Christ entirely? It shall be 
granted. 


 Do you desire to be free of all fear? It shall be 
granted. 


 Do you desire to be free of all trouble? It shall be 
granted. 


 Do you desire to see the glory of God your Savior? 
It shall be granted. 


 Do you desire to glorify your beloved Lord? It 
shall be granted. 


 
Whatever it is that your renewed, sanctified heart 
desires, shall be granted to you in heaven's eternal glory. 
If even one small desire were left unfulfilled, would not 
be complete in Christ. But “ye are complete in him.”  
 
PRACTICAL RESULTS 
 
What are the practical results of our being complete in 
Christ? Are you in Christ, united to him by a living 
union of faith? If you are, you are complete in him. I 
want you to know that before God, in the sight of God, 
you are complete, perfect, fu11, and entire. You lack 
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nothing! Let no man set as judge over you, beguile you 
with false doctrine, bring you into bondage, move you 
from your steadfastness, or turn your eyes away from 
Christ. 
 
• If we are complete in Christ we are entirely free in 


him (Col. 2:16-23). 
 
Colossians 2:16-23  “Let no man therefore judge you in 
meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the 
new moon, or of the sabbath days: 17 Which are a 
shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. 18 
Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary 
humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those 
things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his 
fleshly mind, 19 And not holding the Head, from which 
all the body by joints and bands having nourishment 
ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the 
increase of God. 20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ 
from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living 
in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, 21 (Touch 
not; taste not; handle not; 22 Which all are to perish with 
the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of 
men? 23 Which things have indeed a show of wisdom in 
will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; 
not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.” 
 


 We are entirely free from the curse of God's holy 
law (2:14). 
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 We are entirely free from the rule of the Mosaic 
law as a system of life government or motivation 
for service to God. 


 And, being in Christ, we are entirely free from the 
traditions, commandments, and doctrines of men 
(2:20-22). 


 
We are complete in Christ. What do we care for the 
opinions of men? Christ is our only Lord, Master, and 
Lawgiver. We obey none but him. Christ is our only 
Prophet. We get our doctrine and practices from no one 
but him. Our religion is the religion of Christ. We have 
no regard for the religion of men. 
 
• If we are complete in Christ, we should be 


steadfast in him (2:8-9). 
 
Colossians 2:8-9  “Beware lest any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ. (9) For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily.” 
 
Though others are carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, seeking new, deeper, more emotional 
experiences, we are content to seek the old paths and 
walk in them (Jer. 6:16). 
 
Jeremiah 6:16  “Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the 
ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the 
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good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for 
your souls.” 
 
Nothing is more exciting to our hearts than that which is 
most substantial. Only those who have no sure 
foundation for their souls need to be constantly seeking 
some new experience. 
 
• Being complete in Christ, we have a settled 


assurance of our acceptance and eternal salvation 
in him. 


 
Our assurance before God is not based in any way upon 
anything done, felt, or experienced by us. We delight in 
times of reviving, in the sweet manifestations of Christ 
to our hearts, those blessed times of spiritual communion 
with our God. We delight in those times when the Spirit 
of God comes upon us enables us to worship and serve 
him with exceptional liberty. There is no experience on 
earth so delightful to my as that of being enabled to 
preach the gospel with the power of the Spirit, or 
worship God in the Spirit. But our hope and assurance 
rests in none of these things. Our assurance is Christ 
alone (2 Tim. 1:12). 
 
HEARTS SET 
 
All believers are one with Christ; “and ye are complete 
in him.” He is our hope. We are dead, buried, and risen 
with him. Therefore, Paul admonishes us to put off the 
old and to put on the new (1:27; 2:10, 12; 3:1-11), 
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setting our hearts upon those great, glorious things 
above, which he has been declaring to us in chapters 1 
and 2, realizing that “Christ is all and in all.” 
 
(Col 3:1-4)  “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God. (2) Set your affection on things above, not 
on things on the earth. (3) For ye are dead, and your life 
is hid with Christ in God. (4) When Christ, who is our 
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in 
glory.” 
 
As was his custom, Paul concludes the book of 
Colossians (chapters 3 and 4) by giving us very practical 
applications of gospel doctrine. Our union with Christ 
demands that we set our hearts on him, devoting 
ourselves to his honor in our daily lives (3:1-8; Rom. 
12:1-2), in the church of God (3:9-17), in our homes 
(3:18-4:1; Eph. 5:22-6:9), and in the world (4:2-6). 
 
Let no one imagine that God’s boundless, free grace in 
Christ leads to licentiousness. It is the love and grace of 
God that we have experienced that constrains both to 
love and serve one another and to love, serve, and honor 
him. It is precisely Paul’s argument. Because “Christ is 
all and in all” we are inspired and motivated to these 
things to the glory of God our Savior (3:11-17). 
 
(Col 3:12-17)  “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; (13) 
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Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if 
any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ 
forgave you, so also do ye. (14) And above all these 
things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 
(15) And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 
which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 
(16) Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord. (17) And whatsoever ye 
do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” 
 


Amen.  
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Title:       PROVERBS 
    CHRIST THE WISDOM OF GOD 
Text:   Proverbs 1:7 
Subject:  The Message of Proverbs 
Introduction: 


 
The Poetic Books set before us essential and blessed 
aspects of life in Christ as it is experienced by God’s 
saints in this world. 
 


 Job displays the necessity of self-denial, of dying to 
self, that we may live unto God. 


 The Psalms set before us the blessedness of 
worshipping our God in resurrection life. 


 Ecclesiastes displays the utter vanity of all earthly 
things, the complete inability of finding satisfaction 
for our souls in this perishing world of woe. 


 The Song of Solomon displays Christ as that One in 
whom alone our souls find satisfaction. 


 Lamentations teaches us to set our hearts upon our 
God and Savior, finding contentment and satisfaction 
in him. 


 Proverbs shows us the blessed wisdom of faith in 
Christ, wisdom with which to live for God’s glory in 
this present evil world. 


 
Tonight we will look at the Book of Proverbs. The first 
nine chapters of this Book are instructions by Solomon to 
his son—a series of parental admonitions his son to seek 
wisdom and shun folly.—But there is more here than 
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Solomon’s instructions to his son. We have before us 
God’s instructions to his sons and daughters, teaching 
us to seek wisdom and shun folly. In the remaining 
chapters (10-31), we are given 374 proverbs that touch 
every phase of life in this world. 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this Book is set before us in the opening 
verses of chapter one. 
 
(Proverbs 1:1-6)  "The proverbs of Solomon the son of 
David, king of Israel; {2} To know wisdom and 
instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; {3} 
To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and 
judgment, and equity; {4} To give subtlety to the simple, 
to the young man knowledge and discretion. {5} A wise 
man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of 
understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: {6} To 
understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of 
the wise, and their dark sayings." 
 
WISDOM 
 
The Key to the Book is found in verse seven. Here we are 
told plainly what wisdom is. 
 
(Proverbs 1:7)  "The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction." 
 
There are many books written by men to teach wisdom. 
The thing that sets this Book apart from all others is that 
it does not teach us about wisdom. It teaches us wisdom. 
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It teaches and reveals Christ who is Wisdom. That 
distinguishes this book from all of the wisdom literature 
of the world. 
 
The Book of Proverbs begins with the affirmation 
that of this fact.—There is no wisdom without truth; and 
there can be no discovery of truth apart from revelation, 
the revelation of Christ who is the Truth and the Wisdom 
of God. All the philosophical wisdom of the world (all of 
it) is utter foolishness, because “there is no fear of God 
before their eyes'' (Rom. 3:18). 
 
(1 Corinthians 1:17-25)  "For Christ sent me not to 
baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of 
words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none 
effect. {18} For the preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the 
power of God. {19} For it is written, I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the 
understanding of the prudent. {20} Where is the wise? 
where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? 
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 
{21} For after that in the wisdom of God the world by 
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness 
of preaching to save them that believe. {22} For the Jews 
require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: {23} 
But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; {24} 
But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. {25} 
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men." 
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CHRIST IS WISDOM 
 
I want you to see that Christ is Wisdom, that he alone is 
Wisdom and that he alone can make us wise. That is the 
message of this inspired Book of Wisdom. In chapter 
eight wisdom is personified. It is obvious that the 
personification of wisdom spoken of in that chapter is 
Christ. 
 
(Proverbs 8:12)  "I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find 
out knowledge of witty inventions." 
 
(Proverbs 8:14-18)  "Counsel is mine, and sound 
wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength. {15} By me 
kings reign, and princes decree justice. {16} By me 
princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 
{17} I love them that love me; and those that seek me 
early shall find me. {18} Riches and honour are with me; 
yea, durable riches and righteousness." 
 
(Proverbs 8:35)  "For whoso findeth me findeth life, and 
shall obtain favour of the LORD." 
 
But I want you to see that Christ is the Wisdom spoken 
of and speaking throughout these thirty-one chapters. 
This is not a book about moral philosophy. The Book of 
Proverbs is a Book about Christ the Wisdom of God and 
the Truth of God. 
 
James said, ''If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, 
and it shall be given him'' (James. 1:5). The apostle Paul 
tells us, ''But unto them who are called, both Jews and 
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Greeks, Christ (is) the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God'' (1 Cor. 1:24). In 1 Corinthians 1:30 we read, ''But 
of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto 
us wisdom.'' 
 
This Book of Proverbs teaches us that the Lord Jesus 
Christ, our incarnate God, our crucified Substitute, our 
risen and exalted Lord, our omnipotent Savior is the very 
wisdom of God. “In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and 
He shall direct thy paths” (Pro. 3:6). 
 
A COMPARISON 
 
Compare what is written in the Book of Proverbs about 
wisdom and what is written elsewhere in the Book of 
God about Christ, and you will see clearly that the 
Wisdom spoken of here is a person, not an attribute, and 
that that person is our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
(1:20)  "Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in 
the streets." (1:23)  "Turn you at my reproof: behold, I 
will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my 
words unto you." 
 


 (Matthew 18:3)  "And said, Verily I say unto you, 
Except ye be converted, and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." 


 
(1:33)  "But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell 
safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil." 
 


 (Matthew 11:28)  "Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 
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(2:4)  "If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her 
as for hid treasures;" 
 


 (Colossians 2:3)  "In whom are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge." 


 
(8:1)  "Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put 
forth her voice?" (8:4)  "Unto you, O men, I call; and my 
voice is to the sons of man." 
 


 (John 7:37)  "In the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, 
let him come unto me, and drink." 


 
(8:5)  "O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be 
ye of an understanding heart." 
 


 (Luke 10:21)  "In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, 
and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, 
Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight." 


 
(8:6)  "Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the 
opening of my lips shall be right things." 
 


 (Luke 4:22)  "And all bare him witness, and wondered 
at the gracious words which proceeded out of his 
mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's son?" 


 
(8:14)  "Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am 
understanding; I have strength." 







Through The Bible Series—PROVERBS 
 


7 


 
 (1 Corinthians 1:30)  "But of him are ye in Christ 
Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:" 


 
(8:17)  "I love them that love me; and those that seek me 
early shall find me." 
 


 (Galatians 2:20)  "I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me." (Matthew 7:7)  "Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you:" 


 
(8:20)  "I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst 
of the paths of judgment:" 
 


 (Psalms 23:3)  "He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me 
in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake." 


 
(8:22)  "The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his 
way, before his works of old." 
 


 (Colossians 1:17)  "And he is before all things, and by 
him all things consist." 


 
(8:23)  "I was set up from everlasting, from the 
beginning, or ever the earth was." 
 


 (John 1:1)  "In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God." 
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(8:27)  "When he prepared the heavens, I was there: 
when he set a compass upon the face of the depth:" 
 


 (John 1:3)  "All things were made by him; and 
without him was not any thing made that was made." 


 
(8:30)  "Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: 
and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him;" 
 


 (Hebrews 1:2)  "Hath in these last days spoken unto 
us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the worlds." (Luke 
3:22)  "And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily 
shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from 
heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee 
I am well pleased." (John 17:24)  "Father, I will that 
they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am; that they may behold my glory, which 
thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world." 


 
(8:32)  "Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: 
for blessed are they that keep my ways." 
 


 (John 15:10)  "If ye keep my commandments, ye shall 
abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's 
commandments, and abide in his love." 


 
(8:35)  "For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall 
obtain favour of the LORD." 
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 (John 6:47)  "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
believeth on me hath everlasting life." 


 
(9:5)  "Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine 
which I have mingled." 
 


 (John 6:35)  "And Jesus said unto them, I am the 
bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; 
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst." 


 
FAITH IN CHRIST 
 
If you would be wise read Proverbs 30 and learn wisdom. 
The only true wisdom man has is the wisdom of faith, 
faith in Christ. The man speaking here is Agur, the son of 
Jakeh. He tells us in verse one that what he is declaring is 
prophetic. Specifically, it is prophetic of Christ and faith 
in him. 
 
Wisdom begins with (faith begins with) a confession 
of our utter helplessness, unworthiness, and ignorance 
as fallen, sinful creatures before God. 
 
(Proverbs 30:2)  "Surely I am more brutish than any man, 
and have not the understanding of a man." 
 
This is the cry of the penitent, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” If we are to walk in the path of wisdom, we must 
acknowledge our own guilt and weakness. Agur goes on 
to declare, in verse 3, that he has no knowledge of God, 
no wisdom, no understanding of God. We will never 
know God, we will never know Christ until we are 
convinced that we don’t. 
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(Proverbs 30:3)  "I neither learned wisdom, nor have the 
knowledge of the holy." 
 
This wisdom, the knowledge of God which is eternal 
life (John 17:3) comes by divine revelation. “For the 
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is 
written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness” (1 
Cor. 3:19). Even the Greek philosophers could not 
answer man's quest for the true meaning of life. The best 
the philosophers of Athens could do was erect an altar to 
''the unknown God'' (Acts 17:23). We cannot by 
searching find out God. You will come to know him only 
when he reveals his Son in you, as he did with Saul of 
Tarsus (Gal. 1:15). 
 
Faith sees, acknowledges, confesses, trusts, and 
worships the risen, exalted Christ (30:4). Overwhelmed 
by the thought of God's greatness and power revealed in 
Christ (the crucified, risen Savior), and by the infinite 
distance separating man and God, Agur asked a series of 
penetrating questions 
 
(Proverbs 30:4)  "Who hath ascended up into heaven, or 
descended? who hath gathered the wind in his fists? who 
hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath established 
all the ends of the earth? what is his name, and what is 
his son's name, if thou canst tell?" 
 
God graciously forced Job to face and deal with these 
same questions, laying him in the dust before him. 
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(Job 38:4-7)  "Where wast thou when I laid the 
foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast 
understanding. {5} Who hath laid the measures thereof, if 
thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it? {6} 
Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who 
laid the corner stone thereof; {7} When the morning stars 
sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?" 
 
Agur is talking about Christ, the Son of God. Verse 4 
ends with an electrifying question: “What is His name, 
and what is His Son's name, if thou canst tell?”' God has 
a Son! “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Isaiah 
would prophesy, “'For unto us a Child is born, unto us a 
Son is given, and the government shall be upon His 
shoulder; and His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6).  
 


 Christ descended from heaven to save his people from 
their sins. 


 This same Christ is God the Creator and Ruler of all 
things, who upholds all things by the Word of his 
power. He bound the wind in his fists and holds the 
waters as in a garment. 


 It is he who established the ends of the earth. 
 
I did not draw this interpretation of Agur’s words out of 
my hat. This is precisely what Paul tells us as he sets 
before us the essence of saving faith (Rom. 10:6-13). 
 
(Romans 10:6-11)  "But the righteousness which is of 
faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who 
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shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down 
from above:) {7} Or, Who shall descend into the deep? 
(that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) {8} But 
what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we 
preach; {9} That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. {10} For 
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation. {11} For 
the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not 
be ashamed." 
 
(Romans 10:13)  "For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved." 
 
Blessed is that man whom the Lord God graciously 
humbles before him as he did Job, Agur and Saul of 
Tarsus. Such humiliation comes only when Christ is 
revealed, when you are made to see the glory of God 
shining in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
That faith that God gives to and works in the hearts 
of men comes from and rests entirely upon the pure 
Word of God. Taking Christ, as he is revealed in Holy 
Scripture, as our Shield and Refuge, we have peace with 
God (Pro. 30:5; Ps. 119:160, Isa. 26:3). 
 
 (Proverbs 30:5)  "Every word of God is pure: he is a 
shield unto them that put their trust in him." 
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(Psalms 119:160)  "Thy word is true from the beginning: 
and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for 
ever." 
 
(Isaiah 26:3)  "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in 
thee." 
 
True wisdom, this wisdom that comes from Christ who is 
the Wisdom of God, bows to the revelation and 
authority of Holy Scripture, the Word of God (Pro. 
30:6; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
 
(Proverbs 30:6)  "Add thou not unto his words, lest he 
reprove thee, and thou be found a liar." 
 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17)  "All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
{17} That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works." 
 
CHRIST IN PROVERBS 
 
The Book of Proverbs, the Book of Wisdom, is all about 
Christ. He is to be seen everywhere in the Book. 
 
1. It is Christ who calls sinners to repentance, 


promising grace to all who come to him and warning 
rebels of the destruction they bring upon themselves 
by their rebellion and unbelief (1:20-33; 29:1). 
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(Proverbs 1:20-33)  "Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth 
her voice in the streets: {21} She crieth in the chief place 
of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she 
uttereth her words, saying, {22} How long, ye simple 
ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in 
their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? {23} Turn you 
at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, 
I will make known my words unto you. {24} Because I 
have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my 
hand, and no man regarded; {25} But ye have set at 
nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: 
{26} I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when 
your fear cometh; {27} When your fear cometh as 
desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; 
when distress and anguish cometh upon you. {28} Then 
shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall 
seek me early, but they shall not find me: {29} For that 
they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the 
LORD: {30} They would none of my counsel: they 
despised all my reproof. {31} Therefore shall they eat of 
the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own 
devices. {32} For the turning away of the simple shall 
slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 
{33} But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, 
and shall be quiet from fear of evil." 
 
(Proverbs 29:1)  "He, that being often reproved hardeneth 
his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without 
remedy." 
 
2. When Christ enters our hearts the knowledge he 


gives is pleasant to our souls. He gives us 
understanding and protection from all evil (2:10-17). 
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(Proverbs 2:10-18)  "When wisdom entereth into thine 
heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; {11} 
Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep 
thee: {12} To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, 
from the man that speaketh froward things; {13} Who 
leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of 
darkness; {14} Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the 
frowardness of the wicked; {15} Whose ways are 
crooked, and they froward in their paths: {16} To deliver 
thee from the strange woman, even from the stranger 
which flattereth with her words; {17} Which forsaketh 
the guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her 
God. {18} For her house inclineth unto death, and her 
paths unto the dead." 
 
3. Christ is our Surety who snared himself with the 


words of his mouth (6:1-2). 
 
(Proverbs 6:1-2)  "My son, if thou be surety for thy 
friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger, {2} 
Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art 
taken with the words of thy mouth." 
 
4. Christ is that One called “Wisdom” (ch. 8) by 


whom kings reign and princes decree justice, in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, 
who leads in the way of righteousness, causes us to 
inherit the treasures of boundless grace, who being set 
up from everlasting stood and spoke as our Wisdom in 
covenant grace before the world began. 
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5. Christ is that One called “Wisdom” who has built 
his house from hewn stones upon seven pillars of 
grace with the sacrifices of God (ch. 9). 


 
6. Christ is that One called “Wisdom” who teaches 


his people how to live in this world for the glory of 
God in every relationship and experience (chaps. 
10-29). The fear of God (faith in Christ) is the source 
and beginning of all true wisdom and knowledge in 
every relationship and walk of life. 


 
7. Christ is that One called “Wisdom” who teaches us 


and convinces us of divine truth, for he is the 
Truth. 


 
 Divine Sovereignty (16:1-4; 21:1) 


 
(Proverbs 16:1)  "The preparations of the heart in man, 
and the answer of the tongue, is from the LORD." 
 
(Proverbs 16:4)  "The LORD hath made all things for 
himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil." 
 
(Proverbs 22:1)  "A good name is rather to be chosen 
than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and 
gold." 
 


 Redemption (16:6-8; 17:15; Isa. 45:20) 
 
(Proverbs 16:6-8)  "By mercy and truth iniquity is 
purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from 
evil. {7} When a man's ways please the LORD, he 
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. {8} 
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Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues 
without right." 
 
(Proverbs 17:15)  "He that justifieth the wicked, and he 
that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination 
to the LORD." 
 
8. Wisdom calls for us to trust our God in all things, 


giving him our hearts (3:5-6; 4:23; 23:26). 
 
(Proverbs 3:5-6)  "Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understanding. {6} In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths." 
 
(Proverbs 4:23)  "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for 
out of it are the issues of life." 
 
(Proverbs 23:26)  "My son, give me thine heart, and let 
thine eyes observe my ways." 
 
Application: 
 
1. Be wise, like the coney, and take refuge in Christ, 


the Rock of Salvation. 
 
(Proverbs 30:26)  "The conies are but a feeble folk, yet 
make they their houses in the rocks." 
 
“These are an emblem of the people of God, who are a 
weak and feeble people, unable of themselves to perform 
spiritual duties, to exercise grace, to withstand the 
corruptions of their nature, resist the temptations of 
Satan, bear up under afflictive providences, and grapple 
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with spiritual enemies, or defend themselves from them: 
but such heavenly wisdom is given them, as to betake 
themselves for refuge and shelter to Christ, the Rock of 
Israel; the Rock of salvation, the Rock that is higher than 
they; a strong one, on which the church is built, and 
against which the gates of hell cannot prevail: and here 
they are safe from the storms of divine wrath, and the 
avenging justice of God; from the rage and fury of men, 
and the fiery darts of Satan; here they dwell safely and 
delightfully, and have all manner of provision at hand for 
them; they are the inhabitants of that Rock, who have 
reason to sing indeed!” 


(John Gill) 
 
(Isaiah 33:16)  "He shall dwell on high: his place of 
defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be 
given him; his waters shall be sure." 
 
(Isaiah 42:11)  "Let the wilderness and the cities thereof 
lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let 
the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the 
top of the mountains." 
 
2. Don’t play the part of the hypocritical spider. 
 
(Proverbs 30:28)  "The spider taketh hold with her hands, 
and is in kings' palaces." 
 
John Gill suggests that the spider here “may represent 
hypocrites, whose hope and trust are as the spider’s web, 
built upon their own righteousness, spun out of their own 
hearts; a fine, thin, slender thread, which cannot bear one 
stroke of the besom (broom) of divine justice. Such as 
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these are in the palaces of Christ the King, are in his 
churches, hypocrites in Zion.” 
 
(Job 8:13-14)  "So are the paths of all that forget God; 
and the hypocrite's hope shall perish: {14} Whose hope 
shall be cut off, and whose trust shall be a spider's web." 
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 Introduction: 
 
As believers, our lives are a constant disappointment to 
us. Aren’t they? We want to walk in this world in a way 
that honors our God. We want to please him in all 
things. How miserably we fail! 
 
Tonight, I want to give you some plain, clear instruction 
from 1 Thessalonians about “how ye ought to walk and 
to please God.” 
 
Paul wrote his first letter to the church at Thessalonica 
specifically to communicate to them his love for them 
and his desire to return to them, that he might again 
preach the gospel to them. How he rejoiced when he 
thought about God’s goodness and grace in his people! 
He told the Thessalonians that he prayed for them night 
and day, exceedingly desiring to see them, that he 
“might perfect that which is lacking in your faith” 
(3:10), that is, that he might be an instrument through 
which the Lord God would graciously cause them, 
through the preaching of the gospel, to grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of Christ into the full maturity of 
faith. 
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(1 Th 3:11-13)  “Now God himself and our Father, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you. (12) And 
the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one 
toward another, and toward all men, even as we do 
toward you: (13) To the end he may stablish your hearts 
unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.” 
 
(1 Th 4:1)  “Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, 
and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have 
received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, 
so ye would abound more and more.” 
 
In this Epistle, the Holy Spirit gives us clear instructions 
about how we ought to walk and please God in this 
world.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Thessalonica was the capital city of the Roman province 
of Macedonia. When Paul and Silas came there 
preaching the gospel of Christ, telling them “all that 
Christ must needs have suffered and risen and again 
from the dead,” and asserting that Jesus of Nazareth 
whom we preach is the Christ, after three weeks of 
gospel preaching a riot broke out, and Paul and Silas 
were run out of town (Acts 17:1-10). But the Word of 
God is never preached in vain. Though many opposed 
Christ and his gospel, and were enraged by it, a great 
multitude believed (Acts 17:4). In time, a gospel church 
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was established in Thessalonica. It is to this church that 
Paul wrote 1st and 2nd Thessalonians. 
 
1 Thessalonians was written specifically to teach 
God’s saints, “how ye ought to walk and to please 
God.” Paul’s salutation (1:1) is very similar to his 
salutations in other epistles, with one notable exception. 
― Here Paul makes no mention of his apostolic office. 
There was no need for him to do so, because there were 
none in that church who were even slightly suspicious of 
him. 
 
ELECTION KNOWN 
 
In chapter 1 Paul tells the saints of God at Thessalonica 
how very thankful he was to God for them and for the 
manifest grace of God in them (vv. 2-3). 
 
(1 Th 1:2-3)  “We give thanks to God always for you all, 
making mention of you in our prayers; (3) Remembering 
without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, 
and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
sight of God and our Father.” 
 
Then, he makes a statement that might appear to many to 
be a strange statement. He says in verse 4 ― “Knowing, 
brethren beloved, your election of God.” He tells these 
saints at Thessalonica that they were numbered among 
that vast multitude of sinners chosen to salvation in 
Christ before the world began. How could he have 
known that? Is it possible to know who the elect are? 
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Indeed, it is. If you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
your faith in him is the result of “your election of God.” 
 
BLESSED DOCTRINE 
 
Election is a blessed doctrine of Holy Scripture. It is 
taught in every Book of the Bible, on almost every page 
of Inspiration. Hundreds of texts could be quoted to 
show this. Look up the words, “choose,” “chosen,” 
“elect,” and “election,” in a concordance. You will be 
astounded at the prominence of this doctrine in the Word 
of God. 
• It cannot be denied that election is a Bible doctrine 


(John 15:16; Acts 13:48; Eph. 1:3-4; 2 Thess. 2:13-
14; 2 Tim. 1:9; Psa. 65:4). And it is a blessed 
doctrine, full of consolation. 


• Election was an act of God's eternal sovereignty 
(Rom. 9:11-23), an act of free, unconditional grace 
(Matt. 11:25-26), unalterable, immutable, and 
irreversible (Mal. 3:6; Rom. 11:29), infallibly 
effectual, securing the salvation of all whom God 
has chosen (Rom. 8:28-30), and the fountain of all 
other grace (Eph. 1:3-4). 


• Our election by God was personal and 
distinguishing. It was in Christ. And the only cause 
for our election was the everlasting love of God for us 
(Jer. 31:3; Eph. 1:4). 


 
OFTEN MISREPRESENTED 
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But election is a doctrine that is often misrepresented 
and, therefore, misunderstood by many. Some people 
oppose the doctrine of election, simply because they 
have never heard it taught as the Bible teaches it. 
• Election is not, in anyway, contrary to, or 


inconsistent with, the promises of God in the 
gospel (Matt. 11:28; John 3:36; Rom. 10:9-13; Acts 
16:31; Mk. 16:16). We do not limit the invitations of 
the gospel. We call upon all people everywhere to 
trust Christ, and assure all who trust Christ of 
salvation by the grace of God. 


• And election does not diminish man's 
responsibility before God. God commands you to 
repent of your sins and trust his Son. And you are 
responsible to do so (Isa. 45:22; John 6:29; 1 John 
3:23; 5:10-13). 


 
MAY BE KNOWN 
 
And the Holy Spirit here tells us that our election of God 
is something that may be known (1:3-10). Repentance, 
faith, conversion, and good works are the fruit and the 
evidence of election. If you are born of God, if you trust 
Christ, you are one of God's elect. 
 
No mere man can open and read the Lamb's Book of 
life. No mortal can ever know who the elect are until 
they are regenerated and called by God the Holy Spirit. 
However, each of us can prove our own selves. We can 
make our calling and election sure. 
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In 1 Thessalonians, the Apostle Paul, writing by divine 
inspiration, tells us that he knew these men and women 
in the Church at Thessalonica were elect, chosen of God, 
and precious by five distinct marks of grace upon them. 
If you are one of God's elect, these five marks are upon 
you. If I am one of the elect, these marks are upon me. 
Who are God's elect? Look into the Word of God, and 
you will see. There is no need for guess work about this 
matter. The Holy Spirit shows us five evidences of God's 
election in 1 Thessalonians chapter one. 
 
1. God's elect are people who hear the gospel 


preached and receive the gospel as it is preached 
in the power of God the Holy Spirit (v.5). 


 
(1 Th 1:5)  “For our gospel came not unto you in word 
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we 
were among you for your sake.” 
 
The elect are those who are called by the effectual, 
irresistible power and grace of God the Holy Spirit. 
They are called by the Spirit through the preaching of 
the gospel (Rom. 1:15-17; 10:13-17; 1 Cor. 1:21-23; 
15:1-3; Heb. 4:12; James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23-25). God 
does not save sinners by the sound of chirping birds, or 
by the babbling heresies of Arminian, free-will, works 
religion. God saves his chosen through the preaching of 
the gospel of his free and sovereign grace in Christ. 
 
2. God's elect are those who follow Christ (vv. 3, 6). 
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(1 Th 1:3)  “Remembering without ceasing your work of 
faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father.” 
 
(1 Th 1:6)  “And ye became followers of us, and of the 
Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with 
joy of the Holy Ghost.” 
 
Chosen sinners, when saved by the grace of God, are 
made disciples, followers of Christ, voluntary servants 
of King Jesus. Believers are not perfect, and never 
pretend to be. They know something of the corruption of 
their own hearts. Yet, in the tenor of their lives, those 
who are born of God follow Christ. 
 
3. God's elect are a people who are committed to 


Christ and the gospel of his grace (v.8). 
 
(1 Th 1:8)  “For from you sounded out the word of the 
Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in 
every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so 
that we need not to speak any thing.” 
 
As the saints at Thessalonica sounded out the gospel to 
perishing sinners in their generation, so God's saints 
today make it their business to make the gospel known 
for the glory of God. 
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4. God's elect experience repentance and conversion 
by the power of his grace. They turn from their 
idols to serve the living God (v.9). 


 
(1 Th 1:9)  “For they themselves show of us what 
manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye 
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true 
God.” 
 
Believers forsake their idols and the idolatrous religious 
practices of their former manner of life. They will not be 
found worshipping a false god. You will not find a child 
of God kneeling before a pagan deity, kissing a crucifix, 
or professing faith in a helpless, frustrated god whose 
purpose, will, and work are prevented by man's 
imaginary free-will. 
 
5. God's elect are waiting for Christ (v.10). 
 
(1 Th 1:10)  “And to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which 
delivered us from the wrath to come.” 
 
Believers live upon the tiptoe of faith, looking for that 
blessed hope, the glorious appearing of the great God, 
our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. Believing his Word, 
we live in hope and expectation of the resurrection, 
being confident that he who died for us and rose again 
has by his blood atonement effectually “delivered us 
from the wrath to come.” 
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Here the Holy Spirit holds up these saints at 
Thessalonica as examples to all who believe of what 
God’s electing grace does for sinners (1:7). 
 
AN OVERWHELMING TRUST 
 
In the 2nd chapter Paul tells us that he looked upon the 
ministry God had given him, the blessed work of 
preaching the gospel, as great trust committed to him by 
God. He was simply overwhelmed by the fact that he 
was “allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel” 
(v. 4). 
 
Paul’s attitude toward the work of the ministry stands 
before us throughout his writings as a constant challenge 
to all those men in every age to whom the Lord God has 
granted this great trust (Eph. 3:8). He came to 
Thessalonica with the deep conviction that the Lord God 
himself had sent him there to preach the gospel (vv. 2 
and 7; Acts 16:6-10). His goal in doing so was the honor 
of God and the good of their immortal souls (v. 4). 
Therefore he did not use flattering, deceitful words to 
please his hearers. He was not motivated by 
covetousness and self-interests, and did not seek the 
honor that men might give him (vv. 3-6). As a faithful 
servant of God, he dealt with their souls in all the 
tenderness and affection of a nursing mother caring for 
her children, laboring night and day for them (vv. 7-12). 
 
(1 Th 2:7-12)  “But we were gentle among you, even as 
a nurse cherisheth her children: (8) So being 
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affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have 
imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but 
also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us. (9) 
For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for 
labouring night and day, because we would not be 
chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the 
gospel of God. (10) Ye are witnesses, and God also, 
how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved 
ourselves among you that believe: (11) As ye know how 
we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of 
you, as a father doth his children, (12) That ye would 
walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his 
kingdom and glory.” 
 
The saints at Thessalonica received Paul as God’s 
messenger to their souls and treated him with the love 
and honor that reflected their gratitude to God for 
sending his gospel and his servant to them (vv. 13-14; 
Isa. 52:7). 
 
(1 Th 2:13-14)  “For this cause also thank we God 
without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of 
God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word 
of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which 
effectually worketh also in you that believe. (14) For ye, 
brethren, became followers of the churches of God 
which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have 
suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as 
they have of the Jews.” 
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(Isa 52:7)  “How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth 
salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!” 
 
It should not be surprising to see Paul saying to them, 
“Ye are our glory and joy” (v. 20). Paul was absent from 
them physically, but very much present with them in 
heart and longed to be with them again physically (vv. 
17-19). 
 
“THESE AFFLICTIONS” 
 
In the 3rd chapter the apostle gives us very tender and 
wise instruction concerning the things that all believers 
suffer in this world for Christ’s sake. He would have 
come again to them already, had Satan not hindered him 
(2:18). When he could not come himself, he sent 
Timothy to establish them and comfort them in the midst 
of their trials and temptations, and was greatly 
encouraged by the grace manifest in them in the face of 
those things (3:1-9). 
 
(1 Th 3:1-9)  “Wherefore when we could no longer 
forbear, we thought it good to be left at Athens alone; 
(2) And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of 
God, and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to 
establish you, and to comfort you concerning your 
faith: (3) That no man should be moved by these 
afflictions: for yourselves know that we are 
appointed thereunto. (4) For verily, when we were with 
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you, we told you before that we should suffer 
tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know. (5) 
For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to 
know your faith, lest by some means the tempter have 
tempted you, and our labour be in vain. (6) But now 
when Timotheus came from you unto us, and 
brought us good tidings of your faith and charity, 
and that ye have good remembrance of us always, 
desiring greatly to see us, as we also to see you: (7) 
Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over you in 
all our affliction and distress by your faith: (8) For 
now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord. (9) For what 
thanks can we render to God again for you, for all 
the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our 
God.” 
 
Did you catch Paul’s words in verse 3? ― “That no 
man should be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves 
know that we are appointed thereunto.” He told the 
Thessalonians that these things would come. They 
should not have been surprised by them. Neither should 
we. Our Lord said, “In the world ye shall have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world.” “These afflictions” are things appointed by our 
God and things to which we are appointed by him. 
• They are for an appointed time. 
• They are for an appointed purpose. 
• They have an appointed end. 
 
HOW WE OUGHT TO WALK 
 







Through The Bible Series—1 THESSALONIANS 
 


13 


In chapter 4 Paul follows his instruction about our 
afflictions with a word of instruction about how we 
ought to walk and to please God in the midst of all 
“these afflictions.” Let it be our goal in all things and at 
all times to walk in this world in a manner that is 
pleasing to our great God and Savior, by whom we have 
been saved. 
 
It must be stated that the only way we can please God is 
by faith in Christ (Heb. 11:5-6; Col. 2:6). 
 
(Heb 11:5-6)  “By faith Enoch was translated that he 
should not see death; and was not found, because God 
had translated him: for before his translation he had this 
testimony, that he pleased God. (6) But without faith it is 
impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him.” 
 
(Col 2:6)  “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk ye in him.” 
 
Yet, we must never imagine that our personal behavior 
in this world is a matter of indifference. We must never 
forget who we are and whose we are. Everything we say 
and do reflects either positively or negatively upon the 
honor of our God and the gospel we believe. Therefore 
Paul urges us to live for the glory of God, ruled by the 
Word of God, possessing our vessels in sanctification 
and honor (4:1-4). 
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(1 Th 4:1-4)  “Furthermore then we beseech you, 
brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye 
have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please 
God, so ye would abound more and more. (2) For ye 
know what commandments we gave you by the Lord 
Jesus. (3) For this is the will of God, even your 
sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: 
(4) That every one of you should know how to possess 
his vessel in sanctification and honour.” 
 
He specifically urges us to abstain from fornication, 
sexual perversity (v. 3) and to live in moral uprightness 
(vv. 5-8). 
 
(1 Th 4:5-8)  “Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as 
the Gentiles which know not God: (6) That no man go 
beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: because 
that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have 
forewarned you and testified. (7) For God hath not 
called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. (8) He 
therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, 
who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit.” 
 
Then he tells us to love one another (vv. 9-10). 
 
(1 Th 4:9-10)  “But as touching brotherly love ye need 
not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of 
God to love one another. (10) And indeed ye do it 
toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but 
we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and 
more;” 
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In verses 11 and 12, he tells us to pursue a quiet, 
industrious life, not prying into other people’s affairs. 
 
(1 Th 4:11-12)  “And that ye study to be quiet, and to do 
your own business, and to work with your own hands, as 
we commanded you; (12) That ye may walk honestly 
toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack 
of nothing.” 
 
“THEM WHICH ARE ASLEEP” 
 
In the last part of chapter 4 (vv. 13-18), turns our minds 
to eternity, and tells us to live in the sweet comfort of 
resurrection glory, particularly encouraging us to honor 
God in times of bereavement. Let us ever remember, the 
Holy Spirit does not here tell us that we must not sorrow 
when loved ones are taken from us, but urges us not to 
sorrow as others, “who have no hope.” 
 
(1 Th 4:13-18)  “But I would not have you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 
(14) For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him. (15) For this we say unto you by the word of 
the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are 
asleep. (16) For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
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first: (17) Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
(18) Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” 
 
“THE DAY OF THE LORD” 
 
In the 5th chapter Paul continues with his instructions 
concerning Christ’s glorious second advent. He urges us 
to live in the constant, immediate anticipation of Christ’s 
second coming, with watchfulness and sobriety, as 
children of God walking in the light, “putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for an helmet, the hope 
of salvation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, 
but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ” (vv. 8-
9). 
 
(1 Th 5:6-11)  “Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; 
but let us watch and be sober. (7) For they that sleep 
sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken 
in the night. (8) But let us, who are of the day, be sober, 
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 
helmet, the hope of salvation. (9) For God hath not 
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, (10) Who died for us, that, whether 
we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. (11) 
Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one 
another, even as also ye do.” 
 
HIGH ESTEEM 
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The saints at Thessalonica highly esteemed Paul as 
God’s servant and messenger to them. In chapter 5 (vv. 
12-13) he urges them and the saints of God in every age 
to give that same honor to all those men who faithfully 
preach the gospel, laboring in the Word of God and 
laboring for their souls. 
 
(1 Th 5:12-13)  “And we beseech you, brethren, to know 
them which labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admonish you; (13) And to esteem them very 
highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace 
among yourselves.” 
 
God’s saints are to highly esteem and give honor to 
those men who faithfully labor in the Word and preach 
the gospel to them (Isa. 52:7; Rom. 10:15; 1 Tim. 5:17). 
Only those preachers who faithfully preach the gospel of 
God’s free and sovereign grace in Christ are worthy of 
this high esteem. All heretical work-mongers and 
promoters of will-worship are to be held in utter 
contempt (Gal. 1:6-8). But God’s servants are to be 
honored. This honor is to be extended, beyond the local 
church and beyond one’s own pastor, to all who 
faithfully preach the gospel: pastors, elders, 
missionaries, evangelists, etc. Here the Holy Spirit 
shows us three things about God’s servants and the 
honor they are to be given. 
 
THE PASTOR’S WORK is set before us as involving 
three things. Faithful pastors are men who “labor among 
you.” The work of the ministry involves labor. I readily 
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grant that many self-serving men use the pastoral office 
only to please themselves; and therefore may lazily go 
about their pastoral duties, doing only what is required 
of them. God’s servants labor in the Word and in 
doctrine. They study diligently, pray earnestly, and 
preach with urgency, using every gift and opportunity 
God bestows upon them for the furtherance of the 
gospel, the glory of Christ, and the benefit of his people 
(1 Tim. 4:12-16). 
 
They are “over you in the Lord.” Pastors are not bullish 
tyrants; but they are the spiritual rulers of God’s house, 
in exactly the same sense that a man is the ruler of his 
house in the Lord (1 Tim. 3:4-5; Acts 20:28; Heb. 13:7, 
17). As such they must take the oversight of the flock, 
ruling in the name of God, by the Word of God (1 Pet. 
5:1-3). 
 
As overseers in the family of God, God’s servants 
faithfully “admonish you,” teaching you the Word of 
God, the will of God, and the ways of God. They teach 
you what to believe and how to live for the glory of God. 
 
THE BELIEVER’S RESPONSIBILITY to his pastor 
is also set before us as a threefold thing. “Know them 
which labor among you.” Make yourself acquainted 
with God’s servants. Seek to understand their labors and 
burdens. Find out what they need. And learn how best to 
assist them in their work. 
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“Esteem them very highly.” This high esteem is not 
esteem given to the man because he is intelligent, an 
unusually gifted preacher, or a well-liked man, but for 
his “work’s sake,” because he is God’s faithful servant. 
As such, he is a man worthy of your honor, worthy of 
your financial support, and worthy of respectful, 
honorable terms when you talk about him. 
 
This high esteem is to be given “in love.” Let every 
child of God see that he loves and promotes love for his 
pastor. 
 
THE RESULT OF THIS HIGH ESTEEM AND 
HONOR of believers for God’s servants is peace. In the 
churches of Christ, you will “be at peace among 
yourselves” exactly in proportion to your love for and 
high esteem of God’s servants. 
 
“THAT WHICH IS GOOD” 
 
In verses 14 and 15 Paul urges us to take care to exercise 
patience toward all me, rendering to none evil for evil. 
Then, he urges us to follow that which is good, both 
among ourselves and with regard to all men (vv. 15-22). 
 
(1 Th 5:16-22)  “Rejoice evermore. (17) Pray without 
ceasing. (18) In every thing give thanks: for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (19) Quench 
not the Spirit. (20) Despise not prophesyings. (21) Prove 
all things; hold fast that which is good. (22) Abstain 
from all appearance of evil.” 
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In verse 23 he tells them of his prayer for them. What 
a prayer this is! ― “And the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
In verse 24 he gives them and to all believers a great 
inspired word of assurance regarding our salvation. 
― “Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.” 
 
Then, he closes this great epistle with these final, tender, 
affectionate words. 
 
(1 Th 5:25-28)  “Brethren, pray for us. (26) Greet all the 
brethren with an holy kiss. (27) I charge you by the Lord 
that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren. (28) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.” 








Sermon #211         Through The Bible 
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 Title:       ECCLESIASTES 
       All Emptiness Under the Sun 
      All Fulness In The Son 
 Text:   Ecclesiastes 1:1-2 
 Subject:  The Meaninglessness of Life Without Christ 
 Introduction: 
 
It comes as a great surprise to many that the Word of God was 
deliberately written in such a way as to confuse unbelieving 
people. To the believer, to the sinner who has been born of God 
and granted eyes to see, ears to hear, and a heart to believe, it is a 
Book unsealed, open, and clear. To the unbeliever, it is a book of 
confusion. 
 
This fact is nowhere more obviously demonstrated than in the 
comments generally given about the Book of Ecclesiastes. The 
vast majority of that which I have seen written about and heard 
spoken about this Book describes it as a book of pessimism. 
Most tell us that this Book of Solomon’s wisdom is little more 
than the rantings of a disappointed man, frustrated with life. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 
 
One thing that makes this Book so confusing to many is that it is 
a Book full of errors. It is divinely inspired; but it is full of 
errors. Let me show you. 
 


 In chapter 3 Solomon tells us that there is no difference 
between men and beasts, and that man dies like a dog and 
returns to dust (vv. 19-20). 


 In verse 22 he tells us that the best thing a man can do is to 
rejoice in the works of his own hands. 


 In chapter four he tells us that the dead are better off than the 
living and that non-existence is better than both (vv. 2-3). 
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TWO POINTS OF VIEW 
 
The reason many have difficulty understanding this Book is that 
they fail to see that Solomon is here giving us the meaning of life 
from two points of view. 
 
First, he shows us how the man without Christ must see things. 
What sad words those are—“without Christ!” Those who are 
without Christ are without God and without hope. The natural, 
unregenerate man lives in constant frustration. He is constantly 
looking for something to give him satisfaction, because there is 
no meaning to his life. Nothing under the sun can satisfy his 
immortal soul. When eternity bound creatures have earth bound 
hearts, they live in constant frustration and misery. Such poor 
souls constantly feel what Solomon declares from their point of 
view—“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity!” When the natural man 
looks over his life, he is forced to conclude, though he tries with 
all his might to deny it, “all was vanity and vexation of spirit, 
and there was no profit under the sun'” (2:11). That is how the 
Book begins. 
 
(Ecclesiastes 1:1-2)  "The words of the Preacher, the son of 
David, king in Jerusalem. {2} Vanity of vanities, saith the 
Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity." 
 
But the wisdom God gave Solomon taught him to never to look 
for satisfaction under to sun, but to look for and find satisfaction 
in Christ, the Son. The person who is born of God, the person 
who trusts Christ, the person who is taught of the Spirit, finds 
meaning to his whole life and to all that is involved in life. His 
life has meaning because he lives in Christ and Christ lives in 
him. That’s how the Book ends. 
 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)  "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the 
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whole duty of man. {14} For God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether 
it be evil." 
 


 “Fear God”—Worship God, 
 “Keep his commandments”—Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
(1 John 3:23). 


 Live for eternity—“For God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil” 


 
Everything between shows us the emptiness of life without 
Christ and the vanity of seeking satisfaction in this world. This 
book is given as a beacon, that we may be spared the bitterness 
of learning the vanity of the things of earth by finding their 
waters to fail; that we may seek Christ and find all in him. 
 
Proposition: Throughout these twelve chapters Solomon 
alternates between these two points of view, showing us the 
futility of seeking satisfaction in the things of time and sense, 
and teaching us to look to Christ, finding all fulness in him. 
 
THE NATURAL MAN’S VIEW 
 
The natural man, the unregenerate man has a wrong view of 
everything. He has a wrong view of everything spiritual; but he 
also has a wrong view of everything in this world. This is what 
Solomon shows us in Ecclesiastes. In this Book God chose, by 
divine inspiration, to preserve in his Word the carnal reasoning 
of the natural man ''under the sun.'' We will evaluate this man's 
thinking in the light of God's Word. 
 
1. He has a perverted view of the universe (1:4-7; 2:24). 
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He sees the universe as a great piece of machinery, without 
meaning, just existence. When he looks at himself, he sees 
another machine and reasons, ''I'm just like the wind and rain; 
just a drop in the cycles that are ever moving.'' This perverted 
view of the universe gives him... 
 
2. A perverted view of God (3:1-9, 18-22). 
 
Man has a God consciousness from which he can never escape. 
But his thoughts of God are perverted. He sees God only as an 
impersonal force to be reckoned with, not as an almighty, 
gracious Redeemer to worship, trust and love. There is a reason 
why reprobate men look upon God in this way. God has blinded 
the heart of the natural man in judgment (3:11). 
 
(Ecclesiastes 3:11)  "He hath made every thing beautiful in his 
time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can 
find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the 
end." 
 
3. The natural man has a perverse attitude toward 


righteousness and wickedness (7:14-17). 
 
He does not understand that he is wicked; and he does not 
understand that righteousness is found only in Christ, that 
righteousness is the gift of God and the work of God. So he 
presumes that he is to balance the scales of justice by his deeds. 
 
(Ecclesiastes 7:14-17)  "In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in 
the day of adversity consider: God also hath set the one over 
against the other, to the end that man should find nothing after 
him. {15} All things have I seen in the days of my vanity: there is 
a just man that perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a 
wicked man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness. {16} Be 
not righteous over much; neither make thyself over wise: why 
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shouldest thou destroy thyself? {17} Be not over much wicked, 
neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time?" 
 
He reasons, ''If the far-away God balances things, why shouldn't 
we do the same?'' Therefore, he adopts this attitude: ''Don't be too 
righteous and don't be too wicked.'' The religious middle-of-the-
road philosophy of our day says, ''Do the best you can under the 
circumstances.'' 
 
This is the thinking of the natural man. “No one is perfect. We 
just have to do the best we can (7:20). 
 
(Ecclesiastes 7:20)  "For there is not a just man upon earth, that 
doeth good, and sinneth not." 
 
4. The natural man has a terribly perverted view of life and 


death (9:1-7). 
 
(Ecclesiastes 9:1-7)  "For all this I considered in my heart even to 
declare all this, that the righteous, and the wise, and their works, 
are in the hand of God: no man knoweth either love or hatred by 
all that is before them. {2} All things come alike to all: there is 
one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the good and to 
the clean, and to the unclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him 
that sacrificeth not: as is the good, so is the sinner; and he that 
sweareth, as he that feareth an oath. {3} This is an evil among all 
things that are done under the sun, that there is one event unto 
all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and 
madness is in their heart while they live, and after that they go to 
the dead. {4} For to him that is joined to all the living there is 
hope: for a living dog is better than a dead lion. {5} For the living 
know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, 
neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is 
forgotten. {6} Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is 
now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in 
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any thing that is done under the sun. {7} Go thy way, eat thy 
bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God 
now accepteth thy works." 
 
The man ''under the sun'' thinks that everyone will ultimately 
share a common fate. He reasons that one final end is in store for 
all—the righteous and the wicked, the good and the evil, the 
clean and the unclean, the one who sacrifices and the one who 
does not. His view of life is that the grave ends all. Many false 
religions of our day are quick to quote verse 5. But mark this-- 
this statement is not divine revelation! By God's inspiration, 
these words are included in the Scriptures, but they are the words 
of a man ''under the sun.'' 
 
5. The natural man’s perverted view of things makes him a 


slave to the present, a slave to the world, a slave to his own 
lusts (9:7-10). 


 
(Ecclesiastes 9:7-10)  "Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and 
drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy 
works. {8} Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head 
lack no ointment. {9} Live joyfully with the wife whom thou 
lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given 
thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy 
portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest under the 
sun. {10} Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest." 
 
The man ''under the sun'' reasons that he must make the best of 
every day by eating well, enjoying life, and making his heart 
merry. What a picture of the present age! Dress spotlessly; use 
the most expensive perfumes; live it up! Why? Because a 
common fate awaits all. But even in the midst of profane hilarity, 
the natural man is horribly sad, frustrated, and miserable. 
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(Ecclesiastes 9:11-12)  "I returned, and saw under the sun, that 
the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet 
bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet 
favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them 
all. {12} For man also knoweth not his time: as the fishes that are 
taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare; 
so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth 
suddenly upon them." 
 
There is no song to brighten his life. No praise is heard from his 
lips. Just vanity! But there is another view of things! 
 
CHRIST’S GLORY 
 
Against this dark, dark background, Solomon sets forth the glory 
of our great God and Savior. It is interspersed throughout these 
chapters. It is Christ alone who gives purpose and meaning to 
life. And we find that purpose and meaning only as we find him. 
This book is one long exposition of our Savior’s words to the 
Samaritan woman, “Whoso drinketh of this water shall thirst 
again.” The book presents the world in its best aspect, yet says 
emphatically, “Satisfaction is not there.” 
 
In chapter 2 we have a striking parallel to Romans 7. Both 
chapters are full of the personal pronoun “I”, and the result in 
both is failure and misery. In Ecclesiastes 2 Solomon says, “I 
said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth…I 
said…I sought…I made…I builded…I planted…I got…I 
gathered…so I was great…Then I looked, and behold all was 
vanity and vexation of spirit.” 
 
The pronoun “I” appears thirty-six times in this chapter, and over 
thirty times in Romans 7. Romans 7 is the expression of what we 
are in and of ourselves. In us and with us all is vanity and 
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vexation of spirit. But in Romans 8, we look out of ourselves to 
Christ. Losing sight of self, we are consumed with Christ and life 
in him. The result is “No condemnation…more than 
conquerors…no separation!” 
 
A. M. Hodgkin wrote, “When self is the center of our life, and 
everything is looked at from that standpoint, all is failure. When 
we find in Christ a new center and everything revolves round 
him, then all falls into its right place, and we find rest and 
satisfaction to our souls. We begin then to ask about everything – 
not “How will this affect me?” but “How will this affect my Lord 
and Master?” Does it touch his honor? Does it bring glory to 
him?” 
 
WHITE ROBES 
 
As I said, there are, dispersed through these twelve chapters, 
many words of spiritual instruction and instructive pictures of 
gospel truth. “Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head 
lack no ointment” (9:8). Obviously, these words, when 
considered from a believer’s perspective, do not refer to outward, 
carnal things, but to inward, spiritual things. 
 
How can we keep ourselves unspotted in such an evil world? 
How can we be continually “unto God a sweet savour of 
Christ”? “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin.” If we walk in the light as he is in the light, trusting 
Christ alone as “the Lord our Righteousness,” constantly 
acknowledging and confessing that we are, in and of ourselves, 
nothing but sin, the blood of Christ constantly cleanses us from 
all sin (1 John 1:6-2:2). We are kept clean before God by the 
merit, power, and efficacy of his sin-atoning sacrifice. Redeemed 
sinners, once they are born of God, “have an unction from the 
Holy One…and the anointing which ye have received of him 
abideth in you”(1 John 2:20, 27). This anointing is the Holy 
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Spirit himself who seals us in grace and seals to us all the 
blessings of the covenant of grace (Eph. 1:3-14). 
 
THE LITTLE CITY 
 
There is a short parable in chapter 9 (vv. 14-15) with a delightful 
message. “There was a little city, and few men in it.”— This is a 
picture of the earth which the Lord God has given to the children 
of men; a speck in his great universe, yet he is mindful of man 
and visited him (Ps. 8:4-6; Heb. 2:6-10). 
 
“And there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and 
built great bulwarks against it.”—Our Savior said, “The prince 
of this world cometh.”. Paul tells us that the god of this world, 
has blinded the minds of those who believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious Gospel should shine unto them. Thus Satan has laid 
siege to the city of Mansoul. 
 
“Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his 
wisdom delivered the city.”—We know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who, though he was rich, for our sakes became 
poor, and was found in fashion as a man, and, humbling himself, 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. He is 
that wise Man who, by his Wisdom, delivers the city. The 
preaching of that cross is unto them that perish foolishness, but 
unto us who are saved it is the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 
 
“Yet no man remembered that same poor man.”—It is written, 
“My people have forgotten me days without number…forgotten 
that they were purged from their old sins.” Again, we read in the 
Book of God, “Of the ten cleansed there were not found that 
returned to give glory to God save this stranger.” Oh, redeemed 
children of men, “forget not all his benefits!” 
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SEED SOWN 
 
Chapter 11 contains words of encouragement as we seek to 
serve the interests of our God in this world by the gospel. “Cast 
thy bread (seed-corn) upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after 
many days.” When the Nile River overflows its banks in Egypt, 
the rice grain is literally cast upon the fields while they are under 
water, to spring up in due season. 
 
In the parable of the sower, our Lord tells us plainly that, “the 
seed is the word.” The ground upon which the seed is sown, be it 
shallow, or trodden down, or preoccupied, or good – that is, soft 
and empty, and receptive – is the human heart. It contains 
nothing good of itself. 


 
By the preaching of the gospel, the gospel seed is sown 
randomly. We cannot tell what sort of ground it will fall upon, 
but in this passage in Ecclesiastes God gives the faithful sower 
the promise of success. “Thou knowest not whether shall 
prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike 
good;” but prosper it shall (Isa. 55:11). Therefore, we are to be 
diligent in sowing, whether it be morning or evening, and 
whichever way the wind blows (11:6, 4). “Preach the Word,” 
Paul says to Timothy; “be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine.” 
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). 
 
REMEMBER NOW 
 
Let all who hear or read the words of wisdom given in this Book 
heed its doctrine. Trust Christ, worship and serve him in the days 
of your youth, before your life of vanity utterly hardens your 
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heart. Seek him while he may be found, in the days of your 
youth, because the old seldom seek him. 
 
(Ecclesiastes 11:9-10)  "Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and 
let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the 
ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, 
that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment. {10} 
Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from 
thy flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity." 
 
(Ecclesiastes 12:1-7)  "Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them; {2} While the 
sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor 
the clouds return after the rain: {3} In the day when the keepers 
of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow 
themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and 
those that look out of the windows be darkened, {4} And the 
doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding 
is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the 
daughters of music shall be brought low; {5} Also when they 
shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the 
way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall 
be a burden, and desire shall fail: because man goeth to his long 
home, and the mourners go about the streets: {6} Or ever the 
silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the 
pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the 
cistern. {7} Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and 
the spirit shall return unto God who gave it." 
 
OUR SHEPHERD 
 
In chapter 12 (v. 11) we see that our only source of wisdom, 
grace, salvation, fulness and security is in one Shepherd. 
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(Ecclesiastes 12:11)  "The words of the wise are as goads, and as 
nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from 
one shepherd." 
 
That Shepherd is Christ! 
 
(John 10:14-16)  "I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, 
and am known of mine. {15} As the Father knoweth me, even so 
know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. {16} 
And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one 
fold, and one shepherd." 
 
(John 10:27-28)  "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me: {28} And I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand." 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)  "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the 
whole duty of man. {14} For God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether 
it be evil." 
 
 


 “Fear God”—Worship God, 
 “Keep his commandments”—Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
(1 John 3:23). 


 Live for eternity—“For God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil” 
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(2 Corinthians 4:17-18)  "For our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory; (18) While we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal." 
 
(2 Corinthians 5:1-11)  "For we know that if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. (2) For in this 
we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house 
which is from heaven: (3) If so be that being clothed we shall not 
be found naked. (4) For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, 
being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed 
upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. (5) Now he 
that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath 
given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. (6) Therefore we are 
always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the 
body, we are absent from the Lord: (7) (For we walk by faith, not 
by sight:) (8) We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be 
absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. (9) 
Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be 
accepted of him. (10) For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
(11) Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; 
but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made 
manifest in your consciences." 
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Sermon #531       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:    2 THESSALONIANS 


“The Lord Jesus Shall be Revealed from Heaven” 
 Text:   2 Thessalonians 2:7 
 Introduction: 
 
In 1 Thessalonians Paul gave a word of comfort to 
God’s saints regarding those who have died in faith, 
assuring us of their resurrection and ours when the Lord 
Jesus comes again. In this epistle he picks up that same 
theme, assuring us again that “the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven” (1:7). 
 
Before he ascended back into heaven our blessed Savior 
promised that he would return. He also assured us that 
before his second coming there would be a time of 
“great tribulation,” widespread lawlessness, and 
apostasy. He described that time in horrific terms. One 
writer put it in these words: ― “The seams of society 
would come apart, and disorders, violence and riot 
would be so widespread that men's hearts would literally 
fail them for fear of the things that were coming on the 
face of the earth.” Our Savior put it this way: ― “For 
then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall 
be” (Matt. 2421). 
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The saints at Thessalonica were enduring such great 
persecutions and tribulations because of their faith in 
Christ that they appear to have been convinced that the 
day of the Lord was at hand in their day. Some had even 
quit their jobs, because they were convinced that the 
Lord Jesus was about to appear. In the three chapters of 
this epistle, Paul corrects very common errors that many 
people still have Christ’s second coming. 
 
OUR TRIALS AND CHRIST’S COMING 
 
In the first chapter Paul assures us that the trials and 
persecutions we endure in this world shall be corrected 
when Christ comes again. In that great day, everything 
will be set in order and manifest in its proper light. Soon, 
the Lord God our Savior will avenge his elect. 
 
The epistle begins with a gracious commendation of the 
saints at Thessalonica for there obvious growth in grace, 
for which Paul gave thanks to God. The grace of God 
was obviously working in them. That fact was reflected 
in their growing faith, love for one another, and patience 
in trials, persecutions, and tribulation (vv. 1-5). 
 
(2 Thess. 1:3-5)  “We are bound to thank God always for 
you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith 
groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of 
you all toward each other aboundeth; (4) So that we 
ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your 
patience and faith in all your persecutions and 
tribulations that ye endure: (5) Which is a manifest token 
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of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be 
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye 
also suffer.” 
 
A DAY OF RECOMPENSE 
 
Then he assures them of the glorious second advent of 
Christ (vv. 6-10). 


 
(2 Thess. 1:6-10)  “Seeing it is a righteous thing with 
God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; 
(7) And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, (8) In flaming fire taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: (9) Who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power; (10) When he shall 
come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in 
all them that believe (because our testimony among you 
was believed) in that day.” 
 
When Christ comes again, we shall be well 
recompensed for anything and everything we suffer 
in this world for Christ’s sake (Matt. 19:26-28; Rom. 
8:17; 1 Pet. 1:3-9). 
 
(Matthew 19:26-28)  "But Jesus beheld them, and said 
unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all 
things are possible. (27) Then answered Peter and said 
unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed 
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thee; what shall we have therefore? (28) And Jesus said 
unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have 
followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man 
shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 
 
(Romans 8:17-18)  "And if children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer 
with him, that we may be also glorified together. (18) 
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us." 
 
(1 Peter 1:3-9)  “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, (4) To an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you, (5) Who are kept 
by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time. (6) Wherein ye greatly 
rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in 
heaviness through manifold temptations: (7) That the 
trial of your faith, being much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be 
found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ: (8) Whom having not seen, ye love; in 
whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: (9) 
Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of 
your souls.” 
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Illustration: “All this and heaven too!” 


 
Paul is reminding God’s troubled, afflicted, and 
persecuted saints that our God has not forgotten us. He is 
going to straighten things out in that great day. He tells 
us that those things we suffer here, in God’s providence, 
particularly those things that we suffer because of our 
faith in Christ, both demonstrate that God has made us 
“worthy of the kingdom of God” and that soon we shall 
inherit it with Christ. God has made us worthy of his 
kingdom. He has made us worthy to inherit heavenly 
glory (Col. 1:12). 


• By Blood Atonement 
• By Imputed Righteousness 
• By the New Birth 


That thought ought to comfort us and sustain us (2 Cor. 
4:14-5:1). 
 
(2 Corinthians 4:14-18)  “Knowing that he which raised 
up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and 
shall present us with you. (15) For all things are for your 
sakes, that the abundant grace might through the 
thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. (16) 
For which cause we faint not; but though our outward 
man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 
(17) For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory; (18) While we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things 
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which are seen are temporal; but the things which are 
not seen are eternal.” 
 
(2 Corinthians 5:1)  “For we know that if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens.” 
 
Our Lord’s glorious second advent will also bring a day 
of recompense to unbelieving rebels. There is a day 
coming when God will set them straight, when those 
who oppose him, his gospel, and his people will stand 
before that Man who is our God and Savior, the Judge of 
all the earth who must do right. 
• This is not to be a secret thing, no secret rapture, but 


the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Savior. 


• Our Lord will be revealed “in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God and obey not 
the gospel.” 


• They shall be punished “with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of 
his power.” ― What horrible terror awaits you who 
refuse to obey the gospel! Hell is everlasting 
destruction! Hell is everlasting banishment from the 
presence of the Lord. 


 
For unbelievers Christ’s second coming will be a 
terrifying thing, terrifying beyond description. But for 
believers it shall be the consummation of all hope and 
indescribably glorious. When our Lord Jesus appears in 
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that day, “he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and 
to be admired in all them that believe” (1:10). 
 
Paul does not say that Christ is going to be glorified 
“by” his saints. But as the world sees the wisdom, the 
power, and the righteousness of God’s great grace in the 
salvation of his elect, our great God and Savior shall be 
glorified in his saints. In that great day, our God will 
show all the universe “the exceeding riches of his grace, 
in his kindness toward us, through Christ Jesus” (Eph. 
2:7). 
 
In the last two verses of the first chapter, he assures 
them of his unceasing prayers on their behalf (vv. 11-
12). 


 
(2 Thess. 1:11-12)  “Wherefore also we pray always for 
you, that our God would count you worthy of this 
calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, 
and the work of faith with power: (12) That the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in 
him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 
 
GREAT APOSTASY AND CHRIST’S COMING 
 
In chapter 2 Paul tells the Thessalonians that there would 
be a time of great apostasy, “a falling away,” a departure 
from the gospel that shall engulf the professed church of 
Christ in darkness. Apparently, someone had written to 
the Church here, or visited it, and told them that Paul 
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said, “The Lord Jesus is coming real soon” (2 Thess. 
1:1-2). 
 
(Verses 1-2)  “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 
together unto him, (2) That ye be not soon shaken in 
mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor 
by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.” 
 
In these first two verses of chapter 2 five things are 
obvious. 


 
1. Our Lord Jesus Christ is coming again. He is on his 


way back at this very moment. “Behold, he cometh!” 
2. There are no signs or prophecies yet to be fulfilled 


before the Lord’s return. 
3. We are never told to look for signs, but always to 


look for Christ himself. 
4. We should live every day upon the tiptoe of faith, 


looking for Christ at any moment, while laboring in 
his vineyard as responsible servants. 


5. Our Lord may appear at any moment; but we must 
never allow anyone to dupe us into thinking he knows 
when. He may not return for another thousand years.  


 
Throughout church history there have been some who 
predicted the second coming of Christ, setting dates, and 
trying to scare people into the Kingdom of God. Do not 
be fooled by such things. No one has an inside track on 
God’s purpose. No one knows when Christ shall appear. 
No one knows the day or the hour of our Lord’s glorious 
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second advent, or (for that matter) the month, or year, or 
century! Any man who makes such predictions does not 
speak by the authority of God. Our Savior said to his 
disciples, “And he said unto them, It is not for you to 
know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put 
in his own power” (Acts 1:7). 
 
THE APOSTASY 
 
(Verse 3)  “Let no man deceive you by any means: for 
that day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition.” 
 
While there are no visible signs or prophecies to be 
fulfilled before our Lord’s return, the Apostle does tell 
us that before Christ’s second advent, there will be a 
wholesale, universal apostasy and departure from the 
faith. 


 
Paul is not talking here about liberals, open heretics, and 
vile ungodliness. He talks about those things in other 
places. Here he is talking about a departure of men and 
women from the faith who claim to be in the faith, a 
subtle, deceiving, damning departure from the faith by 
professed believers throughout the world. Look at this 
third verse. Here the Holy Spirit tells us that... 


 
1.  Heresies must come. They had already begun in 


apostolic times; and they only get worse as time 
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passes 1 Cor. 11:19; 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Tim. 3:1-9; 1 
John 4:1-3). 


 
1 Corinthians 11:19  “For there must be also heresies 
among you, that they which are approved may be made 
manifest among you.” 
 
1 Timothy 4:1-3  “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, 
that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 
(2) Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience 
seared with a hot iron; (3) Forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath 
created to be received with thanksgiving of them which 
believe and know the truth.” 
 
2 Timothy 3:1-9  “This know also, that in the last days 
perilous times shall come. (2) For men shall be lovers of 
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
(3) Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are 
good, (4) Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God; (5) Having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn 
away. (6) For of this sort are they which creep into 
houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led 
away with divers lusts, (7) Ever learning, and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth. (8) Now as 
Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also 
resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate 







Through The Bible Series—2 THESSALONIANS 
 


11 


concerning the faith. (9) But they shall proceed no 
further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as 
theirs also was.” 
 
1 John 4:1-3  “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world. (2) Hereby know 
ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: (3) And 
every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; 
and even now already is it in the world.” 
 
2.  The man of sin, antichrist, will be revealed. 
 
Forget about what you see coming out of Hollywood. 
This man of sin will not be revealed to the world. He is 
not some hideous looking, green-eyed monster, in a red 
suit, with horns and a pitch fork. He is so smooth and 
slick that unless God himself enables you to recognize 
him, you cannot recognize him. However, he shall be 
revealed to God’s elect. Read on... 
 
ANTICHRIST REVEALED 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:4  “Who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of 
God, showing himself that he is God.” 
 







Through The Bible Series—2 THESSALONIANS 
 


12 


Here the Apostle identifies the antichrist, this man of 
sin. The antichrist is not one man. I have no problem at 
all in stating as many of our forefathers did, in great 
faithfulness, that the pope is antichrist and the church of 
Rome is antichrist. I do not mean that is the way it used 
to be. I mean that his unholiness, the pope, is antichrist. I 
mean that Roman Catholicism is antichrist. That cannot 
be stated too often, or too emphatically. 
 
However, it is a serious mistake to limit antichrist to one 
man, or one religious sect. Antichrist was already at 
work in the Apostolic age. 
 


• John said many antichrists had gone out into the 
world. 


• Paul had to contend with antichrists at Galatia, 
Colosse, Corinth, and Jerusalem. 
 


Notice how Paul describes this thing called “the man of 
sin, the son of perdition.” He is one who... 


 
• Opposes God. 
• Exalts himself above God. 
• Sits himself up in the temple of God and is 


worshipped as God, showing that he is God. 
 
Antichrist is any system of religion, any man, any 
preacher, any church, any denomination that makes 
salvation to be dependent upon or determined by the 
will, works, and worth of man rather than the will, 







Through The Bible Series—2 THESSALONIANS 
 


13 


works, and worth of Christ. It does not matter whether 
that system of religion is conservative or liberal, a 
mainline Protestant Church or a wild cult, Baptist or 
Methodists, Pentecostal or Presbyterian. Any church, 
doctrine, preacher, or religious system that makes man 
the center-piece is antichrist. Let me be understood... 
 
1.  Those who teach that God’s will can be altered, 


hindered, or thwarted by man’s will, are, according to 
Colossians 2, will worshippers, not God worshippers. 
They are antichrists. 


2.  Those who teach that the merit and efficacy of 
Christ’s atonement resides in man’s will, man’s 
decision, and man’s faith are antichrists. 


3.  Those who teach that the gracious operations of the 
Holy Spirit may be successfully resisted by man are 
antichrists. 


4.  Those who teach that grace can be forfeited or taken 
away as the result of something a man does are 
antichrists. 


 
Now, look at verses 5-7. 
 
SATAN LOOSED 
 
(Verses 5-7)  “Remember ye not, that, when I was yet 
with you, I told you these things? (6) And now ye know 
what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 
(7) For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only 
he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the 
way.” 
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Paul told these saints at Thessalonica that the Holy Spirit 
now restrains, or withholds, the power and influence of 
antichrist. However, the time shall come, he wrote, when 
the Lord God will turn all hell loose to deceive the 
nations of the world again. At the end of the age, he said, 
Satan shall be loosed for a little season. I fear that we are 
living in that little season (Rev. 20:1-7). 
 
Revelation 20:1-7  “And I saw an angel come down 
from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a 
great chain in his hand. (2) And he laid hold on the 
dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, 
and bound him a thousand years, (3) And cast him into 
the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon 
him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till 
the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he 
must be loosed a little season. (4) And I saw thrones, 
and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto 
them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for 
the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which 
had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither 
had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years. (5) But the rest of the dead lived not again until 
the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection. (6) Blessed and holy is he that hath part in 
the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 
and shall reign with him a thousand years. (7) And when 
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the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed 
out of his prison.” 
 
SIGNS AND WONDERS 
 
(Verses 8-10)  “And then shall that Wicked be revealed, 
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his 
coming: (9) Even him, whose coming is after the 
working of Satan with all power and signs and lying 
wonders, (10) And with all deceivableness of 
unrighteousness in them that perish; because they 
received not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved.” 
 
Read the Apostle’s inspired words with care. Do not 
allow a single syllable to pass before your eyes without 
prayerful thought and consideration. Here are five 
things revealed in these three verses... 
 
1.  Antichrist arises, is revealed, consumed, and 


destroyed exactly according to the purpose of God. 
2.  Signs, wonders, and miracles are as certainly marks 


of antichrists in the last days as they were of Christ 
and his Apostles in the Apostolic Era. 


3.  The deception of antichrist is tremendous, so 
tremendous that were it possible, the very elect of 
God would be deceived. 


4.  The religion of antichrist, self-righteousness, is here 
called “unrighteousness!” 







Through The Bible Series—2 THESSALONIANS 
 


16 


5.  The reason for the delusion of men is their own, 
willful rejection of truth. It is not that they do not 
receive the truth, theoretically, but that “they received 
not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.” 


 
It is not merely giving mental assent to truth that is 
evidence of saving faith. Saul of Tarsus had that. Judas 
had that. The demons who confessed Christ had that. 
Saving faith not only embraces truth, it loves the truth. 
We love Christ, the embodiment of truth; and we love 
the truth of the gospel revealed in and by him. All 
believers do! 
 
STRONG DELUSION 
 
(Verses 11-12)  “And for this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: (12) That 
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 
 
Do not imagine that things are out of control. We get a 
little fearful. We sometimes act as though the 
circumstances in which we are living are overwhelming! 
We must never entertain such thoughts. This day of 
religious deception and delusion is no more outside 
God’s plan, purpose, and power than the formation of 
the a rose. Things have come to pass as they are exactly 
according to God’s sovereign purpose. 
 
1.  God sends blindness in judgment, just as he sends 


light in grace. 
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2.  God gives unbelievers the fruit of their own way and 
sends them to hell singing, “blessed assurance, Jesus 
is mine” (Pro. 1:31; 16:25). 


 
Proverbs 1:31  “Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of 
their own way, and be filled with their own devices.” 
 
Proverbs 16:25  “There is a way that seemeth right unto 
a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” 
 
3.  Again, the Apostle tells us that the religion of man, 


free will, works religion, that which men think is 
righteousness, is unrighteousness before God. 


 
A CAUSE FOR THANKSGIVING 
 
Now, can you imagine what shouts of “Hallelujah!” 
“Glory!” and “Bless God!” must have gone up from the 
hearts of these people when they read these next lines? 
 
(Verses 13-14)  “But we are bound to give thanks alway 
to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because 
God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: (14) Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Be sure you get the message contained in these two 
glorious verses of Scripture. Here the Holy Spirit is 
telling us that the only reason you and I are not lost and 
ruined, the only reason we are no longer under the spell 
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of antichrist, trusting our dead works of self-
righteousness, the only reason we are not worshipping at 
the altar of our own free will, the only reason we are not 
reeling to and fro in drunkenness, intoxicated with the 
wine of Babylon’s fornications is God’s sovereign 
election. Every time we hear or read the words election, 
electing love, electing grace, we ought to lift our hearts 
to our great, gracious, and all-glorious God with 
thankful praise, and say, “Thank God, for electing 
love!” Let me talk to you for a minute or two about this 
great work of grace called “Election.” 
 
1. Election is God’s sovereign work. We give thanks to 


God for it because God did it. 
2.  The cause of election is God’s free, sovereign, 


everlasting love. All who are “beloved of the Lord” 
were chosen to salvation in Christ. ― “Jacob have I 
loved!” 


3.  Election took place in eternity. ― “God hath from 
the beginning chosen you” (Eph. 1:3-6). 


 
Ephesians 1:3-6  “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: (4) According as 
he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame before 
him in love: (5) Having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, (6) To the 
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us 
accepted in the beloved.” 
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4.  Election is unto salvation. ― “God hath from the 


beginning chosen you to salvation.” 
 
Those who were chosen to salvation must be saved. 
Else, the purpose of God is meaningless. 
 
5.  God’s elect were chosen to be saved “through 


sanctification of the Spirit.” 
 
God will not save sinners apart from or without the 
regenerating work of the Holy Spirit, by which all the 
chosen are made “partakers of the divine nature.” 
 
6.  We were chosen to salvation by the 


instrumentality of specific means. ― “Belief of the 
Truth!” 


 
Not only has God chosen and predestinated us to 
salvation, he has also ordained that every chosen sinner 
be saved by “belief of the truth.” God does not use 
religious lies to save sinners. He uses the truth. It is not 
the delusion of free will, works religion that sets sinners 
free, but the truth, not truth, but the truth! Christ is the 
Truth. We are saved as we are brought to know him who 
is the Truth through the preaching of the gospel (John 
6:44-45; Eph. 1:12-14). 
 
John 6:44-45  “No man can come to me, except the 
Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise 
him up at the last day. (45) It is written in the prophets, 
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And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore 
that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh 
unto me.” 
 
Ephesians 1:12-14  “That we should be to the praise of 
his glory, who first trusted in Christ. (13) In whom ye 
also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye 
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
(14) Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise 
of his glory.” 
 
7.  Now, look at 1 Peter 1:2 for  second and learn that we 


were also chosen to salvation through the 
obedience and death of Christ as our Substitute. 


 
1 Peter 1:2  “Elect according to the foreknowledge 
(Eternal Love and Sovereign Purpose) of God the 
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.” 
 
The obedience and sacrifice of Christ are put after the 
sanctification of the Spirit because we know nothing 
about Christ’s work for us until we have been 
regenerated and illuminated by God the Holy Spirit. Put 
this text with 2 Thessalonians, and you will see that we 
were chosen… 
 
• To Salvation. 
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• Through the Merits of Christ’s Obedience and Death. 
• By the Regenerating Work of the Spirit. 
• And Belief of the Truth. 
 
8.  Go back to 2 Thessalonians 2:14 now, and you will 


see that God never by passes the use of means in 
accomplishing his purpose of grace. The only way a 
person can ever come to belief the truth is by the 
effectual, irresistible call of the Holy Spirit, which 
comes to chosen, redeemed sinners through the 
preaching of the gospel. ― “Whereunto he called 
you by our gospel.” 


9.  I cannot leave verse fourteen without calling your 
attention to this fact also – Every saved sinner has 
been chosen, redeemed and called “to the obtaining 
of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ!” 


 
Whatever that glory is which our Lord Jesus Christ now 
possesses as our Mediator, we shall obtain in all its 
fullness and blessedness, because of God’s sovereign 
election (John 17:5, 22). The glory of Christ has 
something to do with the perfection of holiness, the 
possession of power, and the totality of satisfaction. 
These things shall be ours forever in that blessedness 
that awaits us at the throne of our God! 
 
THE TRADITIONS 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:15  “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, 
and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by word, or our epistle.” 
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In these days of wholesale apostasy, in these days of 
spiritual darkness, famine, and utter perversion, we who 
have been taught of God must stand fast in the traditions, 
not in the traditions of religious custom and superstition, 
but in the traditions of Holy Scripture and gospel 
truth. Let others say and do what they will, for those of 
us who have experienced grace, hesitation, shifting, 
shirking, shrinking, evading, and compromise would be 
treason to the Son of God! We must stand fast (2 Tim. 
1:13; Jer:6:16). 
 
2 Timothy 1:13  “Hold fast the form of sound words, 
which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is 
in Christ Jesus.” 
 
(Jeremiah 6:16)  “Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the 
ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the 
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for 
your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein.” 
 


• Total Depravity! 
• Unconditional Election! 
• Limited Atonement! 
• Irresistible Grace! 
• Perseverance of the Saints! 


 
Now, look at verses 16-17. ― This was Paul’s 
benediction, his inspired declaration of divine blessing 
upon God’s elect. This is my prayer for you and God’s 
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promise to every sinner who trusts Christ alone as Savior 
and Lord. 
 
(Verses 16-17)  “Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, 
and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath 
given us everlasting consolation and good hope through 
grace, (17) Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in 
every good word and work.” 


 
1. The Triune God “hath loved us.” 
2. The Lord God has given us “everlasting consolation” 


through the everlasting gospel of his everlasting 
grace. 
 


Isaiah 40:1-2  “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith 
your God. (2) Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and 
cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her 
iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord's 
hand double for all her sins.” 


 
3.  God has given us a “good hope through grace.” –


Christ is our Hope! “The Lord is my portion, saith my 
soul. Therefore will I hope in him.” Our hope is… 
• The Son of God! 
• The Grace of God! 
• The Word of God! 
• The Faithfulness of God! 


 
May the God of all grace be pleased to “Comfort your 
hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work,” 
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for Christ’s sake. With those words of blessing and 
grace, Paul brings us to the very practical instructions of 
chapter 3. 
 
WAITING FOR CHRIST 
 
In the first chapter of 1 Thessalonians the apostle tells us 
that believers are to be constantly waiting for Christ’s 
glorious return. He commended the Thessalonian saints 
for doing so (1 Thess. 1:10). But some at Thessalonica 
had fanatically obsessed with the thought of Christ’s 
coming. They decided that, since we are to live in 
constant anticipation of Christ’s return, they would quit 
their jobs and just pray, read their Bibles, and sing 
hymns until the Lord returned. 
 
You may think, “Bro. Don, no sensible person would do 
that.” You are mistaken. The error of these saints at 
Thessalonica has been repeated many times. I know 
several people who were duped by a preacher just a few 
years ago, who had persuaded multitudes across the 
country and around the world that the Lord Jesus would 
return on September 4, 1994. Many sold their homes, 
quit their jobs, and sent him their money. They were 
convinced that they were acting in faith, doing what 
devotion to Christ required. They were not heretics. 
They believed the gospel and still do. But they were 
duped by a man. 
 
That is exactly what happened to some in 
Thessalonica. ― “For we hear that there are some 
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which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, 
but are busybodies” (3:11). 
 
Therefore, in this 3rd chapter, after requesting prayer for 
himself, Paul assures them of God’s faithfulness and of 
his confidence that the Lord would teach them to 
patiently wait for Christ, not in slothful, uselessness, but 
as faithful servants (3:1-5). 
 
(2 Thessalonians 3:1-5)  “Finally, brethren, pray for us, 
that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be 
glorified, even as it is with you: (2) And that we may be 
delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all 
men have not faith. (3) But the Lord is faithful, who 
shall stablish you, and keep you from evil. (4) And we 
have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both 
do and will do the things which we command you. (5) 
And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, 
and into the patient waiting for Christ.” 
 
Let me try to illustrate this. ― I am often away from 
home for several days at a time preaching the gospel. 
Usually my wife stays at home to take care of things in 
my absence. When the time nears for me to return, if you 
were in the house you would think she was behaving 
rather strangely, if you did not know what she was 
doing. She will finish up all her cleaning, get all dolled 
up, and go look out the front widow. By this time she 
has already started preparing one of my favorite meals. 
She will set the table, and go look out the front window. 
Then she will stir everything that needs stirring, put on a 
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pot of coffee, and go look out the window. If you were 
to call her and ask, “Shelby, what are you doing?” I 
know exactly what her answer would be. She would say, 
“Oh, nothing. I’m just waiting for Don to get home.” 
Then, she would look out the front window again. This 
time, she would see me driving up the road. And if she 
were talking to the President of the United States, she 
would say, “Oh, he’s here. I’ve got to go,” and run 
outside to meet me. 
 
That is what Paul teaches us in chapter 3. We are to wait 
for our Savior’s glorious second advent every moment, 
standing on the tiptoe of faith, while we go about our 
business as his stewards in this world serving him. 
“Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh 
shall find so doing” (Luke 12:43). 
 


Illustration: The Preacher and the Businessman 
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 Introduction: 
 
Up to this point, all of Paul’s letters have been addressed 
to local churches. 1st and 2nd Timothy and Titus are 
Pastoral Epistles. They were written by divine 
inspiration to give us specific, clear instructions about 
how we are behave ourselves in the house of God (1 
Tim. 3:15). These three epistles are specifically 
addressed to Timothy and Titus, divinely appointed 
pastors of local churches, because it is the pastor’s 
responsibility in any local church to guide God’s people 
in the worship and service of Christ. 
 
The first two of these very important, Pastoral Epistles 
was written to Paul’s friend and faithful co-laborer in the 
gospel, Timothy. 
 
(1 Timothy 1:1-4)  “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by 
the commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus 
Christ, which is our hope; (2) Unto Timothy, my own 
son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our 
Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. (3) As I besought thee 
to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, 
that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other 
doctrine, (4) Neither give heed to fables and endless 
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genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly 
edifying which is in faith: so do.” 
 
TIMOTHY 
 
Timothy had enjoyed the rare, blessed privilege of being 
raised under the influence of Holy Scripture. He was 
taught the Word of God as a child, both by his mother 
and his grandmother (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15); and he was 
converted when he was just a young man. 
 
Because Paul speaks of Timothy as his “own son in the 
faith” (1:2), many have thought he was converted under 
the influence of Paul’s ministry. But that does not appear 
to have been the case. In Acts 16:1-2 we discover that 
Timothy was already converted when Paul first met him. 
Though he was but a very young man, he was already a 
disciple “well reported of by the brethren.” 
 
(Acts 16:1-2)  “Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, 
behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, 
the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and 
believed; but his father was a Greek: (2) Which was well 
reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and 
Iconium.” 
 
Paul calls Timothy his “own son in the faith” because he 
was to him, in the family of God like a father. Paul was 
the man through whom Timothy was taught, by whom 
his spiritual life was directed. And Timothy served his 
with all the love, and loyalty, and faithfulness of a son 
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serving his father, though Timothy was himself a faithful 
gospel preacher. 
 
Paul had sent Timothy to Ephesus, but for some reason 
he wanted Paul’s approval (if not permission) to leave 
there and go to another place. We are not told why he 
wanted to leave, but Paul urged him to stay, that he 
might charge those who were wavering from the faith 
“that they teach no other doctrine” (1:3). 
 
CHRIST IN 1 TIMOTHY 
 
Let me begin by showing you how Paul sets forth the 
person, work, and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ in this 
book. 
 
• Christ is our Hope (1:1). ― He tells us in the very 


first verse of the first chapter that Christ is our Hope. 
We have no hope before God but him. His blood, his 
righteousness, and his intercession give us a good 
hope. 


 
• Christ is the Savior of sinners (1:15). What blessed 


good news this is! 
 
(1 Timothy 1:15)  “This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” 
 
• Christ is God, the Eternal King. 
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(1 Timothy 1:17)  “Now unto the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 
 
• Christ is the one Mediator between God and men. 
 
(1 Timothy 2:5)  “For there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 
 
• The Lord Jesus Christ is our Ransom. 
 
(1 Timothy 2:6)  “Who gave himself a ransom for all, to 
be testified in due time.” 
 
• This all-glorious Christ, our great Savior has been 


received up into Glory, as our Ransom and 
Mediator. 


 
(1 Timothy 3:14-16)  “These things write I unto thee, 
hoping to come unto thee shortly: (15) But if I tarry 
long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to 
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church 
of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. (16) 
And without controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the 
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up into glory.” 
 
• Our exalted Redeemer is the Savior, and Preserver 


of all men in providence, and he is specially, 
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distinctly, the Savior and preserver of all who trust 
him. 


 
(1 Timothy 4:9-10)  “This is a faithful saying and 
worthy of all acceptation. (10) For therefore we both 
labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living 
God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those 
that believe.” 
 
• He in whom we trust is the Blessed and only 


Potentate (the only Possessor of power), King, and 
Lord of the universe! 


 
(1 Timothy 6:13-16)  “I give thee charge in the sight of 
God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, 
who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession; 
(14) That thou keep this commandment without spot, 
unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: (15) Which in his times he shall show, who is the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords; (16) Who only hath immortality, dwelling in 
the light which no man can approach unto; whom no 
man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and 
power everlasting. Amen.” 
 
“NO OTHER DOCTRINE” 
 
In chapter 1 Paul tells Timothy to “charge” (command, 
order, or demand) that those under his care “teach no 
other doctrine” than the gospel of God’s pure, free, 
sovereign grace in Christ (1:3-20). The errors and 
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heresies Timothy had to resist in Ephesus in his day are 
the same as those the church of God faces in every 
generation and in every part of the world. 
• Some added to the Revelation of God in Holy 


Scripture the moral fables of human wisdom and 
philosophy. 


• Others claimed to find secret codes and meanings 
hidden away in the genealogical records of the Old 
Testament. 


They taught nothing that was comforting and edifying. 
Their doctrine only raised questions and stirred strife 
and division in the church. 
 
• And there were legalists at Ephesus, as there are 


everywhere, who tried to put God’s saints back under 
the yoke of bondage to the Mosaic law. 


 
Paul tells us that such people, “have turned aside unto 
vain jangling, desiring to be teachers of the law” simply 
do not know what they are talking about. They try to put 
righteous men and women, the saints of God, under the 
terror of the law, not knowing that the law was made for 
the unrighteous (1:8-11). 
 
(1 Timothy 1:8-11)  “But we know that the law is good, 
if a man use it lawfully; (9) Knowing this, that the law is 
not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and 
disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy 
and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of 
mothers, for manslayers, (10) For whoremongers, for 
them that defile themselves with mankind, for 
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menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there 
be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; 
(11) According to the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God, which was committed to my trust.” 
 
Paul yells us that all such doctrine is “contrary to sound 
doctrine,” contrary to “the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God.” 
 
After telling Timothy to command that no one in the 
church of God be allowed to teach such things, having 
just mentioned “the glorious gospel of the blessed God,” 
Paul tells us what great things the Lord God had 
wrought in him by the gospel (1:12-17), assuring us of 
its reliability (1:15). 
 
(1 Timothy 1:15)  “This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” 
 
FIRST CHARGE 
 
Paul gave Timothy (and every gospel preacher) four 
distinct charges in this epistle (1:18-20; 4:11-16; 5:21-
25; 6:11-16). The first chapter closes with a charge 
issued to all who preach the gospel to “war a good 
warfare, holding faith with a good conscience” (1:18-
20). 
 
(1 Timothy 1:18-20)  “This charge I commit unto thee, 
son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went 







Through The Bible Series—1 TIMOTHY 
 


8 


before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good 
warfare; (19) Holding faith, and a good conscience; 
which some having put away concerning faith have 
made shipwreck: (20) Of whom is Hymenaeus and 
Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they 
may learn not to blaspheme.” 
 
ORDERLY WORSHIP 
 
In chapters 2 and 3 Paul tells us that all matters involved 
in the worship of God must be orderly and ordered by 
the Word of God. It is clear that he considered the matter 
of public worship to be a matter of highest priority in the 
lives of God’s saints. He specifically discusses three 
things in these two chapters: (1.) Prayer, (2.) The Role of 
Women, and (3.) The Qualifications for Pastors and 
Deacons. 
 
With regard to the matter of prayer, specifically public 
prayer in the house of God, Paul tells that we ought 
always to pray for all men, that is for men of every rank 
and order in society, particularly for those who are in 
authority over us (2:1-8). 
 
In verses 9-15 of chapter 2 he tells us that women ought 
to display a conscientious awareness of the fact that they 
are women, behaving as ladies in the house of God, 
filled with modesty and observing God’s order in 
creation. When women come to the house of God, they 
are to dress modestly, as “women professing godliness,” 
“learn in silence, with all subjection,” never teaching or 
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usurping authority over men, but always “to be in 
silence.” 
 
In chapter 3, verses 1-13, the apostle tells us that pastors 
and deacons must be men of proven faith and 
faithfulness. 
 
He concludes the chapter with a tremendous statement 
concerning the purpose and message of God’s church in 
this world (3:14-16). 
 
(1 Timothy 3:14-16)  “These things write I unto thee, 
hoping to come unto thee shortly: (15) But if I tarry 
long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to 
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church 
of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. (16) 
And without controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the 
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up into glory.” 
 
INSTRUCTIONS TO PREACHERS 
 
The entire last half of 1 Timothy (chapters 4-6) is taken 
up with instructions to preachers. In these chapters he 
tells Timothy and all who are trusted with the blessed 
work of preaching the gospel the kind of men they 
should aspire to be as the servants of God. 
 
He begins this section by telling us that God’s servants 
in this world must constantly deal with and help God’s 
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people to resist an ever-increasing departure from the 
gospel (4:1-5). 
 
(1 Timothy 4:1-5)  “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, 
that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 
(2) Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience 
seared with a hot iron; (3) Forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath 
created to be received with thanksgiving of them which 
believe and know the truth. (4) For every creature of 
God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received 
with thanksgiving: (5) For it is sanctified by the word of 
God and prayer.” 
 
He tells us that a good preacher will both constantly put 
the brethren in remembrance of these things and 
steadfastly resist every temptation to turn away from the 
message of the gospel (4:6-8). 
 
(1 Timothy 4:6-8)  “If thou put the brethren in 
remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good 
minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of 
faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained. 
(7) But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and 
exercise thyself rather unto godliness. (8) For bodily 
exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto 
all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come.” 
 
SECOND CHARGE 
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In verses 11-16 Paul urges Timothy and urges every man 
to whom God has given the blessed privilege of 
preaching the gospel of Christ to give himself in whole 
hearted devotion to the work of the ministry. This is 
Paul’s second charge to Timothy. 
 
(1 Timothy 4:11-16)  “These things command and teach. 
Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example 
of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in 
spirit, in faith, in purity. (13) Till I come, give 
attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. (14) 
Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee 
by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the 
presbytery. (15) Meditate upon these things; give thyself 
wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. 
(16) Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; 
continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save 
thyself, and them that hear thee.” 
 
THIRD CHARGE 
 
In the 5th chapter we are told how we are to respect and 
care for God’s saints, particularly those who are widows 
(widows in deed) and those elders who labor in the 
Word and doctrine. The chapter concludes with a third 
charge, demanding that these things be done, that God’s 
saints and his preachers be cared for without partiality 
(5:21). 
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(1 Timothy 5:21)  “I charge thee before God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe 
these things without preferring one before another, doing 
nothing by partiality.” 
 
PREACHERS AND MONEY 
 
One of the greatest difficulties preachers have is the 
handling of money. Faithful men are often in a position 
to abuse the gifts of others; and greed and covetousness 
are powerful lusts of the flesh that must be constantly 
resisted. Therefore Paul (the Holy Spirit speaking by 
Paul) commands every gospel preacher flee from the 
love of money and the will to enrich himself (6:6-12). 
 
(1 Timothy 6:6-12)  “But godliness with contentment is 
great gain. (7) For we brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing out. (8) And 
having food and raiment let us be therewith content. (9) 
But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a 
snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which 
drown men in destruction and perdition. (10) For the 
love of money is the root of all evil: which while some 
coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows. (11) But thou, O 
man of God, flee these things; and follow after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 
(12) Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a 
good profession before many witnesses.” 
 







Through The Bible Series—1 TIMOTHY 
 


13 


FOURTH CHARGE 
 
Paul’s fourth charge to Timothy, his fourth charge to all 
who preach the gospel is that we keep this 
commandment with regard to money and material 
things, as those who are indeed the servants of the King 
of kings (6:13-16). 
 
(1 Timothy 6:13-16)  “I give thee charge in the sight of 
God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, 
who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession; 
(14) That thou keep this commandment without spot, 
unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: (15) Which in his times he shall show, who is the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords; (16) Who only hath immortality, dwelling in 
the light which no man can approach unto; whom no 
man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and 
power everlasting. Amen.” 
 
“THEM THAT ARE RICH” 
 
In verses 17-19 of chapter 6 the apostle moves from the 
preacher and his attitude toward money to the people 
who actually are rich, and tells Timothy to instruct those 
of God’s saints in this world who are entrusted with 
material wealth to use it wisely and graciously for the 
glory of God and the good of his people. 
 
(1 Timothy 6:17-19)  “Charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in 
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uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us 
richly all things to enjoy; (18) That they do good, that 
they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to 
communicate; (19) Laying up in store for themselves a 
good foundation against the time to come, that they may 
lay hold on eternal life.” 
 
This instructive epistle closes with a passionate appeal to 
Timothy to look upon the gospel of the grace of God as 
a great treasure trusted to his hands, a treasure to be 
guarded as one would guard his life, faithfully (2 Cor. 
4:7; 6:20-21). 
 
(2 Corinthians 4:7)  “But we have this treasure in 
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be 
of God, and not of us.” 
 
(1 Timothy 6:20-21)  “O Timothy, keep that which is 
committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain 
babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called: 
(21) Which some professing have erred concerning the 
faith. Grace be with thee. Amen.” 
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Sermon #221         Through The Bible 
Series 


 
 Title:   THE SONG OF SOLOMON 
         I Am His and He is Mine 
 Text:   Song of Solomon 1:1-4 
 Subject:  Christ and His Bride 
 Introduction: 
 
In many respects, this is the most precious and most refreshing of 
the Books of Inspiration. This is altogether a book about 
fellowship and communion with Christ. It is not in any sense 
to be interpreted literally. It is spiritual. It is an allegory, a 
spiritual dialogue between Christ our heavenly Bridegroom 
and the church his Bride. 
 
John Gill said, “The whole Song is figurative and allegorical; 
expressing, in a variety of lively metaphors, the love, union, and 
communion between Christ and his church; setting forth the 
several different frames, cases, and circumstances of believers in 
this life. There is no case, no circumstance, no spiritual condition 
which we may be in, regarding our relationship to Christ, which 
is not expressed in this sacred Song of Love” 
 
C. H. Spurgeon said, “This Book stands like the tree of life in 
the midst of the garden, and no man shall ever be able to pluck 
its fruit, and eat thereof, until first he has been brought by Christ 
past the sword of the cherubim, and led to rejoice in the love 
which hath delivered him from death. The Song of Solomon is 
only to be comprehended by men whose standing is within the 
veil. The outer court worshippers, and even those who only enter 
the court of the priests, think the Book a very strange one; but 
they who come very near Christ can often see in this Song of 
Solomon the only expression which their love to their Lord 
desires.” 
 
CONTRAST 
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The Song of Solomon is set in the Scriptures in direct contrast to 
Ecclesiastes. Ecclesiastes shows us the emptiness of life without 
Christ. The Song of Solomon shows us the fulness of life in 
Christ. Ecclesiastes expounds the first part of our Lord’s 
statement to the Samaritan woman—“Whosoever drinketh of this 
water shall thirst again.” The Song of Solomon expounds the 
second part of his statement to her—“Whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst.” 
 
This is a Book full of Christ. Here he is presented not only as 
our God, our Redeemer, our Savior, and our King, but in the 
most intimate character and personal relationship imaginable—
our Bridegroom, our Beloved! Here we see the Son of God in 
marriage union with his elect. 
 
This sweet, precious, intimate song of love begins with the 
church, Christ’s chosen, beloved bride speaking to him, 
expressing her desire for intimacy with him (1:2-4, 7). 
 
(Song of Songs 1:2-4)  "Let him kiss me with the kisses of his 
mouth: for thy love is better than wine. (3) Because of the savour 
of thy good ointments thy name is as ointment poured forth, 
therefore do the virgins love thee. (4) Draw me, we will run after 
thee: the king hath brought me into his chambers: we will be glad 
and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love more than wine: 
the upright love thee." 
 
(Song of Songs 1:7)  "Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, 
where thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: 
for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy 
companions?" 
 
HUSBAND AND WIFE 
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The highest, strongest affection known to humanity is not that of 
mother and daughter, or father and son, but the love of a husband 
and wife. Our Savior spoke of this devotion when he said, ''For 
this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave 
to his wife, and they two shall be one flesh'' (Matt. 19:5). 
 
When we realize the tremendous truth found in Ephesians 5—
that the union of a husband and wife is an earthly illustration of 
the heavenly relationship between Christ and His church—the 
Song of Solomon takes on a new meaning. We see the love of 
Christ for his church and the church for him portrayed through 
the love of a man for his wife and of the wife for her husband. 
The Song of Solomon is intimate, even passionate, because it 
is all about the love life of Christ and his church (Eph. 5:22-
32). 
 
(Ephesians 5:22-32)  "Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as unto the Lord. (23) For the husband is the head of 
the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the 
saviour of the body. (24) Therefore as the church is subject unto 
Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. 
(25) Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it; (26) That he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, (27) That he 
might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without 
blemish. (28) So ought men to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. (29) For no man 
ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, 
even as the Lord the church: (30) For we are members of his 
body, of his flesh, and of his bones. (31) For this cause shall a 
man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his 
wife, and they two shall be one flesh. (32) This is a great 
mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church." 
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TYPICAL 
 
This love of a man for his wife is set before us throughout the 
Scriptures as a type and picture of Christ’s love for his church. 
 
• Adam and Eve 
• Abraham and Sarah 
• Jacob and Rachel 
• Boaz and Ruth 
• Hosea and Gomer 
• Paul said to the Corinthians, “I have espoused you to one 


husband, that I may present you as chaste virgin to Christ.” 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ loves his people, everlastingly, 
immutably, and unconditionally. And all who are born of 
God, all who know his Son, love him. To know him is to love 
him. We do not love him like we should. We do not love him as 
we would. And we do not love him as we shall. But we do love 
him (1 Cor. 16:22; 1 John 4:19). 
 
(1 Corinthians 16:22)  "If any man love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha." 
 
(1 John 4:19)  "We love him, because he first loved us." 
 
Christ loves us perfectly; and we want to love him perfectly. 
His love for us is without variation; but our love for him is 
not. Our love for him (Let us blush with shame to acknowledge 
it; but acknowledge it we must.) varies greatly. We have been 
forgiven much and we love much; but our love is sometimes 
(Must honesty force us to say, “often”?) grows cold. The Song 
of Solomon shows us, in pictures with which every believer 
becomes familiar by personal experience, of how our Beloved 
keeps us in his love. 
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REDEMPTION 
 
The Song of Solomon does not mention the word redemption or 
portray it in any way. Yet, redemption is clearly at the very heart 
of the relationship portrayed in this love song. 
 
In the fifth verse of the first chapter, the bride confesses both 
what she is by nature and what she is in Christ. 
 
(Song of Songs 1:5)  "I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of 
Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon." 
 
She says, “I am as black as the goat hair tents of Kedar.” 
Blackness within and blackness without, in heart and in deed, is 
our nature. But in Christ we are as comely (as beautiful and 
magnificent) as the curtains of Solomon’s temple. This beauty 
is not natural to us and was not in any way achieved by us. It is 
the beauty of redemption and grace. Our righteousnesses are but 
filthy rags, but Christ has clothed us with the robe of his 
righteousness. (Ezek. 16:6-14). 
 
(Ezekiel 16:6-14)  "And when I passed by thee, and saw thee 
polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in 
thy blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy 
blood, Live. (7) I have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the 
field, and thou hast increased and waxen great, and thou art come 
to excellent ornaments: thy breasts are fashioned, and thine hair 
is grown, whereas thou wast naked and bare. (8) Now when I 
passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the 
time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy 
nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant 
with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest mine. (9) 
Then washed I thee with water; yea, I thoroughly washed away 
thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee with oil. (10) I clothed 
thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers' skin, 
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and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with 
silk. (11) I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets 
upon thy hands, and a chain on thy neck. (12) And I put a jewel 
on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown 
upon thine head. (13) Thus wast thou decked with gold and 
silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered 
work; thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast 
exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. (14) 
And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: 
for it was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon 
thee, saith the Lord GOD." 
 
“O my dove, thou art in the clefts of the rock” (2:14), the 
Beloved says to his bride. Hidden in the cleft Rock of Ages, 
“crucified with Christ.” Being crucified with Christ, we are 
therefore dead to the law that would condemn us and the world 
that would allure us away from him. 
 
“Behold, thou art fair, my love. Behold, thou art fair” (4:1) is 
our Savior’s constantly reiterated assurance to us. He tells us 
again and again, “Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in 
thee” (4:7). He does not simply say, “Soon thou shalt be fair and 
one day there shall be no spot in thee.” He says, “Thou art all 
fair, my love; there is no spot in thee.” “For Christ also loved 
the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word; that he might 
present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy, and 
without blemish” (Eph. 5:25, 27). 
 
(Colossians 1:21-22)  "And you, that were sometime alienated 
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he 
reconciled (22) In the body of his flesh through death, to present 
you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:" 
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This is talking about what Christ has done. It refers to the present 
state of God’s saints in this world. In Christ we are both as 
justified and sanctified, clothed with his spotless righteousness, 
in which we are perfectly comely, all fair, and without spot. 
 
“MY BELOVED” 
 
Throughout this song, Christ is spoken of as “my Beloved.” His 
majesty, beauty, excellence, and supremacy are described in a 
variety of ways. 
 
“He is the Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the Valleys” (2:1-2). 
The Rose of Sharon is a beautiful, fragrant, white rose. The Lily 
of the Valleys is the wild flower of the buttercup family, with 
showy flowers of brightest crimson color. The white rose of 
Sharon suggests our Lord’s spotless, sinless character. The 
crimson lily of the valleys suggests his blood shed for us. 
 
“As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my 
Beloved among the sons. I sat down under his shadow with great 
delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste” (2:3). 
 
The apple tree, as it is set before us in Scripture, seems to be an 
emblem of Christ, the Tree of Life. It (He) provides us with 
shade from the heat of the sun (2:3), sweet fruit (2:3), and 
delightful fragrance (7:8). 
 
(Song of Songs 5:9-16)  "What is thy beloved more than another 
beloved, O thou fairest among women? what is thy beloved more 
than another beloved, that thou dost so charge us? (10) My 
beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand. 
(11) His head is as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy, and 
black as a raven. (12) His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the 
rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set. (13) His cheeks 
are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers: his lips like lilies, 
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dropping sweet smelling myrrh. (14) His hands are as gold rings 
set with the beryl: his belly is as bright ivory overlaid with 
sapphires. (15) His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets 
of fine gold: his countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the 
cedars. (16) His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is altogether 
lovely. This is my beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters of 
Jerusalem." 
 
(Revelation 1:9-18)  "I John, who also am your brother, and 
companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of 
God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. (10) I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of 
a trumpet, (11) Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the 
last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the 
seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto 
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, 
and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. (12) And I turned to 
see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven 
golden candlesticks; (13) And in the midst of the seven 
candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a 
garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden 
girdle. (14) His head and his hairs were white like wool, as 
white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; (15) And 
his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; 
and his voice as the sound of many waters. (16) And he had in 
his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp 
twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in 
his strength. (17) And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. 
And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I 
am the first and the last: (18) I am he that liveth, and was dead; 
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys 
of hell and of death." 
 
DEEPENING LOVE 
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As we read the Song of Solomon, though there are acknowledged 
struggles, we see the bride’s love deepening with experience. So 
it is with us. Through our experience of grace, as we grow in 
the grace and knowledge of Christ, our love for him deepens. 
The more we enjoy his communion, the more we grow in love 
and devotion to him.  
 
Twice in these chapters that communion is interrupted for a 
season. But the interruptions only make us to know our need of 
him and graciously compel us to seek him ardently. These 
seasons when our Savior hides his face are either the result of our 
own declensions or times of trial by which our Beloved wisely 
and graciously makes himself the more precious to us. 
 
• What we want is for Christ himself to embrace us and 


make his love for us known to us (1:2-3). 
 
(Song of Songs 1:2-3)  "Let him kiss me with the kisses of his 
mouth: for thy love is better than wine. (3) Because of the savour 
of thy good ointments thy name is as ointment poured forth, 
therefore do the virgins love thee." 
 
• We are fully aware that we will never seek him, except he 


draw us. We will never embrace him, except he embrace 
us (1:4). 


 
(Song of Songs 1:4)  "Draw me, we will run after thee: the king 
hath brought me into his chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in 
thee, we will remember thy love more than wine: the upright 
love thee." 
 
That is how it was in our first experience of grace, when the 
Son of God first wed our hearts to him; and that is the way it 
is now. Everything depends upon him (2:4-6). 
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(Song of Songs 2:4-6)  "He brought me to the banqueting house, 
and his banner over me was love. (5) Stay me with flagons, 
comfort me with apples: for I am sick of love. (6) His left hand is 
under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me." 
 
• The place where communion is found is in that place 


where our Savior feeds his flocks, and causes them to rest 
(1:7). 


 
(Song of Songs 1:7)  "Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, 
where thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: 
for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy 
companions?" 
 
As we seek him, in his house, by the guidance of his watchmen 
(faithful gospel preachers), we find him, find him for ourselves 
and bring him into our mother’s house (the assembly of the 
saints) with us (3:1-4). 
 
(Song of Songs 3:1-4)  "By night on my bed I sought him whom 
my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found him not. (2) I will rise 
now, and go about the city in the streets, and in the broad ways I 
will seek him whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found 
him not. (3) The watchmen that go about the city found me: to 
whom I said, Saw ye him whom my soul loveth? (4) It was but a 
little that I passed from them, but I found him whom my soul 
loveth: I held him, and would not let him go, until I had brought 
him into my mother's house, and into the chamber of her that 
conceived me." 
 
• We see this languishing repeated in chapter 5. The lessons 


of that chapter are too important to merely mention. 
Pause briefly to consider them 
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(Song of Songs 5:1-8)  "I am come into my garden, my sister, my 
spouse: I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten 
my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my 
milk: eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved. (2) 
I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice of my beloved that 
knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my 
undefiled: for my head is filled with dew, and my locks with the 
drops of the night. (3) I have put off my coat; how shall I put it 
on? I have washed my feet; how shall I defile them? (4) My 
beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels 
were moved for him. (5) I rose up to open to my beloved; and my 
hands dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with sweet smelling 
myrrh, upon the handles of the lock. (6) I opened to my beloved; 
but my beloved had withdrawn himself, and was gone: my soul 
failed when he spake: I sought him, but I could not find him; I 
called him, but he gave me no answer. (7) The watchmen that 
went about the city found me, they smote me, they wounded me; 
the keepers of the walls took away my veil from me. (8) I charge 
you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved, that ye tell 
him, that I am sick of love." 
 
There is within each of us a terrible tendency to become 
neglectful, indifferent, and lukewarm towards the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This common, sinful tendency of our nature must be 
marked, acknowledged and avoided. 
 


Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love: 


Here’s my heart, Oh, take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 


 
“I sleep.” 
 
Here is a very common sin. —“I sleep.” The wise virgins often 
sleep with the foolish. Far too often this is the bad effect great 
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privileges have upon our sinful hearts. When we indulge 
ourselves in carnal ease and security, our hearts become cold, 
neglectful, drowsy, and indifferent. Prayer becomes a burden. 
Devotion languishes. Worship sinks to nothing more than bodily 
exercise. Zeal dies. 
 
“But my heart waketh!” 
 
Here is a hopeful sign. —“But my heart waketh.” It is a hopeful 
sign that there is grace in the heart when the heart struggles 
against that horrid, sinful sluggishness to which we are so prone. 
Ours is not the sleep of death. There is life within, struggling, 
struggling hard against sin (Rom. 7:14-22). 
 
“It is the voice of my Beloved.” 
 
Here is a very loving and tender call. —“It is the voice of my 
Beloved.” All is not gone. Though my heart sleeps so foolishly, 
yet Christ is my Beloved. Though my love is so fickle, so 
shameful, and so unworthy of him, I do love him. And what is 
more, I still hear his voice and know his voice. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ tenderly knocks to awaken us to come and 
open to Him (Rev. 3:20). By his Word, by his providence, and by 
his Spirit, the Son of God knocks at the heart’s door of his 
beloved, because he will not be spurned by the object of his love. 
He will not leave his own. Neither will he let his own leave him. 
He has betrothed us unto himself forever (Hos. 2:19). 
 
He not only knocks for entrance. Our beloved Redeemer 
graciously calls us, wooing us to himself by his grace. Whose 
voice is it? “It is the voice of my Beloved that knocketh.” Who is 
he calling? “My Sister!” “My Love!” My Dove!” “My 
Undefiled!” What does he call for? “Open to me.” Why is he 
calling? “My head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops 
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of the night” the night of his agony in Gethsemane, in the 
judgment hall, when he was crowned with thorns, piercing his 
brow. 
 
“I have put off my coat!” 
 
Here is a most ungrateful excuse. —"I have put off my coat; how 
shall I put it on? I have washed my feet; how shall I defile 
them?" (v. 3). Because of her carnal ease, she refused the Lord’s 
gracious invitation to communion. She did not want to trouble 
herself, and she did not want to be troubled, not even by him! 
Her heart was so cold that she preferred her ease to the 
fellowship of Christ. Let us be honest. We are often so wrapped 
up in worldly care and carnal ease that we become almost, if not 
altogether, indifferent to our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
“My Beloved put in his hand!” 
 
But our Lord is gracious still. Our Redeemer’s love cannot be 
quenched. He is longsuffering, patient, and gracious to his 
people, even in our most sinful rejection and denial of him. Here 
is a picture of our Savior’s persevering, effectual grace. —"My 
beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels 
were moved for him" (v. 4). It is written, "Thy people shall be 
willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from 
the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth" (Ps. 
110:3). How our hearts rejoice to know that Christ will not leave 
his people to themselves. As the hymn writer put it, “He will 
never, never leave us, nor will let us quite leave Him!” His grace 
is effectual. His grace is persevering. His grace is irresistible. His 
grace is preserving. Yes, his grace is indestructible! He knocks; 
but we are so cold, so indifferent, so hard that we would never 
open to Him. 
 
“My Beloved had withdrawn himself!” 
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Here is a sad picture of the loving chastisement our neglect and 
indifference brings upon us. — "I rose up to open to my beloved; 
and my hands dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with sweet 
smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock. I opened to my 
beloved; but my beloved had withdrawn himself, and was gone: 
my soul failed when he spake: I sought him, but I could not find 
him; I called him, but he gave me no answer. The watchmen that 
went about the city found me, they smote me, they wounded me; 
the keepers of the walls took away my veil from me" (vv. 5-7; Isa. 
54:9-10). Thank God for faithful watchmen who will not allow 
us to hide behind any veil, excusing our indifference and sin, but 
faithfully expose us to ourselves and point us to Christ for mercy 
and grace! 
 
“If ye find my Beloved…” 
 
Here is one last hope. — "I charge you, O daughters of 
Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved, that ye tell him, that I am sick 
of love" (v. 8). She could not find Christ for herself, so she 
employed the help and assistance of the Lord’s people. 
 
Cherish the precious fellowship of Christ. Let nothing rob you of 
your rich privilege. Do nothing to drive him away (Eph. 4:30). 
But when you have grieved the Spirit of God, when the Lord 
Jesus hides his face from you, do not despair. It is not because he 
has ceased to cherish you (1 John 2:1-2), but because he 
cherishes you so much that he is determined to make you pine 
for him. Are you sick of love? Does your soul long for fresh 
tokens of Christ’s love to you? When your soul languishes, child 
of God, when sin robs you of Christ’s manifest presence and 
sweet communion, as soon as he calls, open to him. “Today, if ye 
will hear his voice harden not your heart.” Go back to the cross. 
Confess your sinful negligence. Go on seeking him. Trust Him 
still (2 Sam. 23:5; Lam. 3:18-33). We will find our Beloved 
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right where we left him, in his garden (his church), gathering 
his lilies (6:2). 
 


Return, O Son of God return! 
Come knock again upon my door. 
Dear Savior, my Beloved, return. 
Possess me and depart no more! 


 
ASSURANCE 
 
Though we are fickle, weak and wavering, our marriage to Christ 
is firm. “He hateth putting away.” Our communion is sometimes 
broken; but our union is indestructible. Why? The union is all his 
doing, not ours. It depends altogether upon him, not at all upon 
us. Look at three text with me. 
 
“My Beloved is mine, and I am his” (2:16). Here the bride 
speaks of her possession in Christ and his possession of her. He 
is mine because he has given himself for me and to me. I am his 
because  I have been bought with his blood and called by his 
grace, and because I have given myself to him. 
 
“I am my Beloved’s, and my Beloved is mine” (6:3). Here the 
thought of his ownership of her seems to hold the chief place. 
“Ye are not your own. Ye are bought with a price.” 
 
“I am my Beloved, and his desire is toward me” (7:10). Here 
his ownership of and devotion to her swallows up every other 
thought. I am his, but more—“His desire is toward me!” 
 
In these three verses we have the same picture of a double 
inheritance that Paul describes in Ephesians 1.—Christ the 
inheritance of his church; and we are the inheritance of Christ. 
“In (Christ) we have obtained an inheritance” (v. 11); and we 
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are “the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints” (v. 
18). 
 
HIS GARDEN 
 
“A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse; a well shut up, a 
fountain sealed” (4:12). Here our Lord gives us an idea of his 
inheritance in the saints. It is a quiet spot where he delights to 
dwell, enclosed for his use, full of all manner of precious fruits 
and flowers. 
 
Our Prayer—(Song of Songs 4:16)  "Awake, O north wind; and 
come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof 
may flow out. Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his 
pleasant fruits." 
 
Christ’s Promise—(Song of Songs 5:1)  "I am come into my 
garden, my sister, my spouse: I have gathered my myrrh with my 
spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk 
my wine with my milk: eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink 
abundantly, O beloved." 
 
The church is his garden, but he shares the fruits of his garden 
with his chosen friends. “Eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink 
abundantly, O beloved.” Christ promised to both to bless 
Abraham’s seed and to make his seed a blessing. 
 
The sealed fountain in the midst of the garden is first for the 
Master’s use, for he says, “Give me to drink;” but it flows out to 
others. “A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and 
streams from Lebanon” (4:15).—“Whoso drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thirst.” The soul’s thirst 
quenched at the Fountain.—“The water that I shall give him 
shall be in him a well of water springing up unto everlasting 
life.” Here is an unfailing supply in the soul of every believer.—
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But there is more. “He that believeth on me, out of him shall flow 
rivers of living water,” “streams from Lebanon,” flowing 
through the believer to thirsty souls. 
 
CHAPTER 8 
 
As the Song of Songs, this blessed song of love closes we have 
several instructive words. 
 
• Here is a picture of the believer’s life of faith in this world 


(v. 5). 
 
(Song of Songs 8:5)  "Who is this that cometh up from the 
wilderness, leaning upon her beloved? I raised thee up under the 
apple tree: there thy mother brought thee forth: there she brought 
thee forth that bare thee." 
 
• Here is a description of Christ’s love for us (vv. 6-7). 
 
(Song of Songs 8:6-7)  "Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a 
seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as death; jealousy is cruel 
as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a 
most vehement flame. (7) Many waters cannot quench love, 
neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give all the 
substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned." 
 
• Here is our Savior calling for us to constantly call upon 


him (v. 13). 
 
(Song of Songs 8:13)  "Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the 
companions hearken to thy voice: cause me to hear it." 
 
(Hebrews 4:16)  "Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need." 
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• Here is the longing of our souls (v. 14). 
 
(Song of Songs 8:14)  "Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like 
to a roe or to a young hart upon the mountains of spices." 
 
(Revelation 22:20)  "He which testifieth these things saith, 
Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 
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 Introduction: 
 
2nd Timothy was the last epistle written by the Apostle 
Paul before he was put to death for preaching the gospel 
of Christ. This epistle was written primarily to 
encourage Timothy to remain loyal and faithful as the 
servant of God. I find it remarkable that this man, 
knowing that his executioner was at the door, as his last 
act writes to a friend and fellow laborer in the gospel to 
encourage him the be steadfast in the midst of trial and 
opposition, to, as he puts it, “endure hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ.” What a remarkable man Paul 
must have been! 
 
The aged Apostle is sitting alone in the dark, miserable 
Roman prison, the imminent flash of the swordsman’s 
ax etched in his mind’s eye. Yet, his heart is full of 
concern for his dear son in the ministry, Timothy, who 
was serving as pastor of the local church at Ephesus. 
Timothy was being confronted with the onslaught of 
grievous wolves entering from without and corrupt men 
arising from within the assembly (Acts 20:29-32). The 
flagship church of Asia Minor had become the 
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battleground for the gospel of God and the cause of 
Christ. 
 
The church of God, the truth of God, and the glory of 
God were under assault. The souls of men were at stake. 
So, before leaving this world, Paul wanted to encourage 
his friend and God’s faithful servant to remain faithful. 
Can you picture Timothy reading this powerful, emotion 
filled letter from his cherished and admired mentor? His 
eyes must have been full of tears. As he got to the last 
chapter, he understood clearly that this was the Paul’s 
last will and testament to him. 
 
It is likely that even before this letter reached Timothy, 
Paul’s head had been severed from his body. This great 
man of God died just as he had lived ― as a living 
sacrifice to his God (Rom. 12:1). A more fitting epitaph 
could not have been written for him than that which the 
Holy Spirit inspired him to write at the end of this 
epistle, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). 
 
FOR US 
 
But these four chapters were not written for Timothy 
alone. They were written for us (Rom. 15:4), particularly 
for God’s servants who labor as gospel preachers in the 
midst of relentless opposition. This great epistle is 
written to encourage us to be faithful to our God. As “he 
abideth faithful,” let us be faithful to him. The contents 
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of this letter can be summed up in three words: personal, 
pastoral, and practical. 
 
2nd Timothy is a very personal letter. It displays the 
great, personal affection Paul had for Timothy. He 
prayed for him night and day (1:3-6). He calls Timothy 
his “dearly beloved son,” looking upon him as one as 
dear to him as a son (1:2; 2:1). He longed to see him one 
more time before leaving this world (4:9, 21). Such 
personal love and concerned ought to ever be manifest in 
God’s saints toward one another, and should be 
distinctly manifest in gospel preachers toward one 
another. 
 
This is also a pastoral letter, along with 1 Timothy and 
Titus. Timothy was pastor of the church in Ephesus 
during very disturbing times. His was no easy not an 
easy task (1 Tim. 1:3, 4, 18; 2 Tim. 1:6-8). Paul wrote 
this epistle to encourage and exhort him to continue 
faithful in all things, to make a full proof of his ministry 
(4:5). 
 
And 2 Timothy is a very practical letter. Of course all 
the Book of God is practical, but this epistle distinctly 
concentrates on the practical aspects of daily taking up 
our cross and following Christ. Here we are encouraged 
to “fight the good fight faith,” and told how to do it. 2 
Timothy is indispensable. 
 
“A SOUND MIND” 
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In the opening verses of chapter 1 Paul expesses his love 
for Timothy and tells him how thankful to God he is for 
him (vv. 1-7). He assures his dear friend that he prayed 
for him continually, and urged him to “stir up the gift of 
God” that was in him. Timothy was a man gifted of God 
for the work of the ministry; and the gifts God had given 
him he was responsible to use. If nothing else will rouse 
a gospel preacher to faithfulness in the work trusted to 
his hands and courage in performing it, the bare fact that 
God has made him his servant ought to do it (Eph. 3:8-
12). 
 
(Ephesians 3:8-12)  “Unto me, who am less than the 
least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; (9) 
And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the 
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath 
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 
(10) To the intent that now unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places might be known by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God, (11) According to 
the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus 
our Lord: (12) In whom we have boldness and access 
with confidence by the faith of him.” 
 
But Paul would leave no stone unturned, as he sought for 
arguments that would encourage Timothy to continue 
faithful in the cause of Christ. He reminds him of his 
mother’s faith in Christ, his grandmother’s faith in 
Christ, and of his own unflinching faithfulness in serving 
God with a pure conscience. Then, he tells Timothy and 
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us that there is never a reason for us to give way to 
cowardice and fear before men or before hell itself, 
because our God has given us the power, love, and 
sound mind needed to serve him (1:6-7). 
 
(2 Timothy 1:6-7)  “Wherefore I put thee in 
remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is 
in thee by the putting on of my hands. (7) For God hath 
not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind.” 
 
Having the Spirit of God (“power from on high”) 
dwelling in us, having our hearts motivated by love for 
Christ and his people, and having our minds established 
firmly by the gospel, we have no reason to be afraid as 
we go about our lives doing the will of God. 
 
“HOLD FAST” 
 
Beginning in verse 8 and going to the end of chapter 1 
Paul urges Timothy (The Spirit of God urges us!) to hold 
fast and remain faithful in believing and proclaiming the 
gospel in the very teeth of hell itself. 
 
Remember, Paul was writing from prison. Many who 
pretended to be the servants of Christ, and some who 
truly were the servants of Christ, were intimidated and 
cowered by Paul’s imprisonment and had abandoned 
him, just as our Lord’s disciples abandoned him. Paul 
was particularly hurt by Phygellus and Hermogenes who 
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had turned away from him (1:15). Still, there were others 
like Onesiphorus who comforted and refreshed him. 
 
Paul understood well that Timothy’s strength would not 
come from himself. To inspire his strength he turned 
Timothy’s attention to the gospel of Christ. He says, in 
verses 8-12, “Timothy, let me remind you that I am here, 
in these chains, because of the gospel I have preached. 
You do the same.” He knew, as Roger Ellsworth puts it, 
“our willingness to stand for the gospel will be in direct 
proportion to our understanding of it.” He tells us 
exactly what that gospel is for which he was imprisoned 
and put to death. This is that form of sound words we 
must hold fast (1:9-10). 
 
(2 Timothy 1:9-10)  “Who hath saved us, and called us 
with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, (10) But 
is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel.” 
 
• The gospel is a declaration that salvation is entirely 


God’s work. ― “Who hath saved us.” 
• The gospel is the declaration of salvation done. ― 


“Who hath saved us, and called us.” 
• The gospel declares that salvation is altogether God’s 


work, without the aid of man. ― “Who hath saved us, 
and called us with an holy calling, not according to 
our works.” 
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• The gospel is the blessed good news that salvation is 
a matter of free grace, God’s work alone, 
accomplished according to God’s eternal, unalterable 
purpose. ― “Who hath saved us, and called us with 
an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace.” 


• The gospel is the revelation of the fact that God’s 
salvation and grace were given to chosen sinners in 
Christ before the world began. ― “Who hath saved 
us, and called us with an holy calling, not according 
to our works, but according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began.” 


• The gospel is the declaration, the manifestation, the 
revelation of light, life, and immortality in and by 
Christ, in whom is “the promise of life” (v. 1). ― 
“Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began, But is now made 
manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel.” 


 
Though imprisoned and facing immediate execution, 
Paul was not ashamed of his circumstances in the good 
providence of God, or of the gospel for which he was 
about to die. In fact, that was his only comfort and peace 
(1:12). 
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(2 Timothy 1:12)  “For the which cause I also suffer 
these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto him against 
that day.” 
 
It is against this backdrop that Paul calls for Timothy 
and us to “hold fast” (1:13-14). With that as the 
backdrop, how dare we do otherwise? 
 
(2 Timothy 1:13-14)  “Hold fast the form of sound 
words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus. (14) That good thing which was 
committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which 
dwelleth in us.” 
 
“BE STRONG” 
 
In chapter 2 (vv. 1-26) Paul calls for us to “be strong in 
the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” Like Timothy, we are 
not only to hold the gospel firmly ourselves, we are to 
commit it to others. Faithful men learn the gospel from 
faithful men and then teach it to other faithful men, 
generation after generation. 
 
Clearly, Paul is passing the torch to He is urging him to 
continue to depend on God, assuring him that he would 
find the strength needed and the grace sufficient in 
Christ. Paul’s long ministry with Timothy had included 
many hardships, and as Timothy took up the mantle he 
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could expect more of the same. So Paul urged him to 
submit to difficulties as a good soldier. 
 
In verses 3-6 we are given examples of how we are to 
“be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” He uses 
three examples to help and us understand the 
responsibilities upon us in this world: that of a soldier, 
that of an athlete, and that of a farmer. 
 
First he tells us that, like good soldiers, we must remain 
free from entanglement with other lesser goals and 
activities while serving the cause of Christ in this world 
(vv. 3-4). 
 
(2 Timothy 2:3-4)  “Thou therefore endure hardness, as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ. (4) No man that warreth 
entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he 
may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.” 
 
The he tells us that we must, as disciplined athletes, do 
the work of building Christ’s kingdom, sp[reading his 
gospel, and ministering to his people according to the 
rule of his Word (v. 5). 
 
(2 Timothy 2:5)  “And if a man also strive for masteries, 
yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.” 
 
Third, Paul tells us that as laborers in God’s vineyard, 
we must give ourselves to the constant toil of tending the 
vineyard, like any good farmer tends his ground (v. 6). 
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(2 Timothy 2:6)  “The husbandman that laboureth must 
be first partaker of the fruits.” 
 
In a word, that which is required in the service of Christ 
(required of gospel preachers and required of all who 
serve Christ in their own place) is dogged, relentless 
persistence. If ever this dogged persistence was 
exemplified in a mere man, that man was the apostle 
Paul (vv. 8-10). 
 
(2 Timothy 2:8-10)  “Remember that Jesus Christ of the 
seed of David was raised from the dead according to my 
gospel: (9) Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, 
even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. (10) 
Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that 
they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus with eternal glory.” 
 
ASSURED FAITHFULNESS 
 
Paul assures us that “the Word of God is not bound” and 
cannot be bound (v. 9). And he assures us that our great 
God is ever faithful. He does so to inspire our dogged 
persistence in faithfulness to him, no matter the 
temporary cost or opposition (vv. 11-13). 
 
(2 Timothy 2:11-13)  “It is a faithful saying: For if we 
be dead with him, we shall also live with him: (12) If we 
suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he 
also will deny us: (13) If we believe not, yet he abideth 
faithful: he cannot deny himself.” 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR PREACHERS 
 
In the remaining portion of chapter 2 (vv. 14-26) Paul 
tells us what is required of those who preach the gospel. 
Remember, however, this book was not written only to 
instruct preachers. If we are to instruct eternity bound 
men and women in the truth of God, if we are to teach 
people the things of God as his witnesses in this world, 
whether preaching from the pulpit or discussing the 
gospel with our barber or hair-dresser, we must heed 
these requirements. 
 


• Avoid strife about words (v. 14). 
• Study the Word of God (v. 15). 
• Shun the profane and vain babblings of men about 


the things of God, being confident that “the 
foundation of God standeth sure,” that God will 
save his elect (vv. 16-19). 


• Purge ourselves of all false religion and the vain 
babblings of it (vv. 20-21). 


 
(2 Timothy 2:20-21)  “But in a great house there are not 
only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and 
of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. 
(21) If a man therefore purge himself from these, he 
shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for 
the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.” 
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• Flee those youthful lusts that inspire religious 
debate, following righteousness, faith, love, and 
peace (vv. 22-23). 


 
(2 Timothy 2:22-23)  “Flee also youthful lusts: but 
follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them 
that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. (23) But foolish 
and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do 
gender strifes.” 
 


• Instruct those who hear us with gentleness, 
meekness, and patience (vv. 24-26). 


 
“THIS KNOW ALSO” 
 
In chapter 3 Paul continues telling us what is necessary 
for us to know and understand if we are to be useful as 
God’s witnesses in the day and generation we have been 
put here to server. 
 
We cannot possibly minister to our generation if we fail 
to understand it. So this 3rd chapter begins with a plain 
declaration of what we face in these “last days” (vv. 1-
7). 
 
(2 Timothy 3:1-7)  “This know also, that in the last days 
perilous times shall come. (2) For men shall be lovers of 
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
(3) Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are 
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good, (4) Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God; (5) Having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn 
away. (6) For of this sort are they which creep into 
houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led 
away with divers lusts, (7) Ever learning, and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
 
“The last days” began with our Lord’s first advent and 
will continue until his second coming (Acts 2:14-17; 
Heb. 1:1-2; 1 John 2:18). They are days of continually 
increasing (v. 3) ungodliness and self-centered rebellion 
accepted and practiced by religious people who have a 
form of godliness, but deny the gospel (which is the 
power of godliness) altogether. 
 
Lest we be overwhelmed at the realization of these 
things, Paul assures us that the cause of Christ and the 
purpose of God cannot and wil not be hindered by them 
(vv. 8-9). 
 
(2 Timothy 3:8-9)  “Now as Jannes and Jambres 
withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men 
of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. (9) But 
they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be 
manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.” 
 
As Aaron’s rod swallowed up the rods of Jannes and 
Jambres when they turned them into snakes, so the Word 
of God will swallow up all who oppose it (vv. 10-16). 
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(2 Timothy 3:10-16)  “But thou hast fully known my 
doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, 
charity, patience, (11) Persecutions, afflictions, which 
came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what 
persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord 
delivered me. (12) Yea, and all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. (13) But evil men 
and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and 
being deceived. (14) But continue thou in the things 
which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 
knowing of whom thou hast learned them; (15) And that 
from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. (16) All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:” 
 
The Word of God and the Word of alone is sufficient as 
the means by which we are to know all things spiritual 
and withstand the evil influence of false religion. It is 
profitable for… 
 


• Doctrine ― to teach us everything we need to 
know about God, salvation, and ourselves. 


• Reproof ― refuting error and false religion. 
• Correction ― correcting our own 


misunderstandings and wayward behavior. 
• Instruction in Righteousness ― teaching us the 


way of life, faith, and righteousness in Christ. 
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“PREACH THE WORD” 
 
Paul’s last word to Timothy (chapter 4) and to us is this 
― “Preach the Word!” That is God’s remedy for the 
wickedness of this age and every age is gospel preaching 
(vv. 1-5). 
 
(2 Timothy 4:1-5)  “I charge thee therefore before God, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and 
the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; (2) Preach 
the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. (3) 
For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears; (4) And they 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables. (5) But watch thou in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make 
full proof of thy ministry.” 
 
Then, he concludes this epistle and his life with an 
description of his own life and ministry as the servant of 
God (vv. 6-8), and calls upon Timothy to come to hi 
quickly, desiring to see him one more before leaving this 
earth for heavenly glory (vv. 9-22). 
 
(2 Timothy 4:6-8)  “For I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at hand. (7) I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith: (8) Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
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judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appearing.” 
 
Paul knew that his execution was at hand. He had 
already appeared before Nero once. Now he must appear 
before the monstrous wretch again, and he knew what 
the outcome would be. But he is looking beyond all that. 
He is about to depart from this world, about to enter into 
a “house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” 
with Christ. Yet, he was cold and lonely. He says… 
 


“Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me: 
For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved 
this present world, and is departed unto 
Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto 
Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, 
and bring him with thee: for he is profitable 
to me for the ministry. And Tychicus have I 
sent to Ephesus.” (2 Timothy 4:9-12)   
 


He asked Timothy to bring him his coat, his books, and 
the Scriptures, desiring to the end to learn more of Christ 
V. 13). He had been greatly injured by Alexander the 
coppersmith (vv. 14-15). When he first stood before 
Nero, no one stood with him. All forsook him. Still, the 
Lord stood with hi and delivered him out of the mouth of 
the lion (vv. 16-17). Though he knew that Nero (the 
monstrous raging lion) from whom he had been 
delivered, would have him killed this time, he tells 
Timothy and us that God had indeed given him the spirit 
“of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” Nero 
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would kill his body; but by Nero’s hand he declares 
confidently, “the Lord shall deliver me from every evil 
work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: 
to whom be glory for ever and ever” (v. 18). 
 
Paul closes this epistle with some personal words to his 
friends. What a delightful letter this is! What a challenge 
and comfort it must have been to Timothy. But 
remember, this was written to you and me as much as it 
was to Timothy. Paul wrote this, his last epistle, to 
encourage us to stand firm, to hold fast to the form of 
sound words given to us in the gospel of Christ, to 
endure hardness as good soldiers of Christ remembering 
that he is able to keep that which we have committed to 
him. 
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 Title:      ISAIAH 
     Isaiah’s Portraits of Christ 
 Text:   Isaiah 6:1-8 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening—July 15, 2003 
 Tape #  X-71a 
 Readings: Bob Poncer & Bob Duff 
 Introduction: 
 
I am, in this series of messages, endeavoring to give a survey of 
the Scriptures. But I to give you more than a factual survey of the 
Bible. I want to show you the message of the Book. Specifically, 
I want you to see, and see clearly, that the message of each Book 
in the Book of God is Christ and him crucified. I want you to see 
that Christ is “all the counsel of God.”  
 


Tonight, we will begin looking at the prophetic books. We 
will, of course, begin with Isaiah’s prophecy. But I have more 
than a mere survey of Isaiah1. I have a message to deliver, a 
message that I trust will be blessed of God to your souls. The 
title of my message is ISAIAH’S PORTRAITS OF CHRIST. We will 
begin in chapter six, where Isaiah describes the revelation of 
Christ to him. 
 


As with other Books of Holy Scripture the prophetic books of 
the Old Testament are not arranged in chronological order. 
Sixteen ''holy men of God'' were chosen to speak ''as they were 
moved by the Holy Spirit'' (2 Pet. 1:21). Their writings come at 
intervals covering a period of nearly 500 years. 
 


                                                           
1 It is important to understand the factual material, date, authorship and structure of each 
Book in Holy Scripture. But there are numerous sources from which these things can be 
obtained. The Guide, by Roger Ellwsworth (Evangelical Press, Darlington, England) is an 
excellent volume serving this purpose. 
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Isaiah’s name means ''salvation of the Lord'' or ''the Lord 
will save.'' His prophecy is prominently placed at the beginning 
of the section. He is often called the prophet of redemption. 
 


The prophecies of Isaiah were delivered during the reigns of 
four kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (Isa. 
1:1). He spoke primarily to Judah prior to their exile. In the 
opening verse, he stated that he was about to relate a vision he 
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem, that is to say, concerning 
the church and kingdom of God, represented by Judah and 
Jerusalem. 
 
A PROPHET 
 
A prophet is one who receives a message from God and delivers 
it. The prophecy is God’s revelation of his purpose to his people. 
As we read the prophetic Books, we must understand them in 
three ways. 


1. The prophet’s message was God’s message to his 
people in their day. 


2. The prophets of the Old Testament declared, infallibly, 
things God would do in time to come. 


3. The prophet’s message is intended for God’s people in 
this day (in every age and place). 


 
ISAIAH’S VISION 
 
Let’s begin this survey of Isaiah in chapter 6. 
 
Isaiah 6:1-8  "In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the 
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled 
the temple. (2) Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six 
wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered 
his feet, and with twain he did fly. (3) And one cried unto 
another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the 
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whole earth is full of his glory. (4) And the posts of the door 
moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled 
with smoke. (5) Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD of hosts. (6) Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, 
having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs 
from off the altar: (7) And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, 
Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, 
and thy sin purged. (8) Also I heard the voice of the Lord, 
saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, 
Here am I; send me." 
 
With those words the prophet of God explains his own 
experience of grace and ours. When Christ is revealed in a 
sinner’s heart by the power of the Holy Spirit, the very first thing 
experienced is a deep sense and heartfelt confession of his own 
depravity, sin, and helplessness. Then the sin-atoning blood of 
Christ is effectually applied to the heart by the power and grace 
of the Spirit through the preaching of the gospel, assuring the 
trembling, believing soul that his iniquity is purged and his sin is 
taken away by the blood of Christ. 
 
 Throughout this prophecy, Isaiah speaks as a man who has 
seen Christ in all the fullness of his redemptive, saving glory and 
grace. These sixty-six chapters are full of Christ. I cannot 
show you every picture of Christ in the book of Isaiah in the few 
minutes we have tonight, but I do want to show you enough to 
wet you appetite for more. Every time you read these pages in 
the future, I want you to see Christ leaping through every 
line. Keep your Bible open on your lap. We are going to move 
through the book of Isaiah tonight, starting with chapter one and 
moving through chapter sixty-six. 
 
THE PREFACE 
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The first four chapters are really introductory. They might be 
looked upon as the preface to the book. 
 
 Chapter 1 shows us OUR NEED OF A REDEEMER to 
make us holy and acceptable to God. Isaiah begins his prophecy 
with a declaration of our utter depravity and corruption and the 
total impossibility of self salvation (vv. 2-17). 
 


• In the ninth verse, he declares that there is an elect 
remnant who must and shall be saved. 


 
Isaiah 1:9  "Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very 
small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should 
have been like unto Gomorrah." 
 


• In verse eighteen sinners are called to the obedience of 
faith in Christ. 


 
Isaiah 1:18  "Come now, and let us reason together, saith the 
LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." 
 


• Then we are assured of the certainty and efficacy of 
Christ’s redeeming, saving work. 


 
Isaiah 1:25-27  "And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely 
purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin: (26) And I will 
restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the 
beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of 
righteousness, the faithful city. (27) ZION SHALL BE 
REDEEMED WITH JUDGMENT, AND HER CONVERTS 
WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS." 
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 In chapter 2, Isaiah tells us that THE CHURCH AND 
KINGDOM OF OUR GOD SHALL BE ESTABLISHED 
according to God’s decree and that the word of grace would go 
out of Zion into all the world, calling God’s elect out of every 
nation. 
 
Isaiah 2:5  "O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the 
light of the LORD." 
 
Isaiah 2:10  "Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for 
fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty." 
 
 Chapter 3 gives us THIS BLESSED WORD OF 
PROMISE and assurance. "Say ye to the righteous, that it shall 
be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their doings” (v. 
10). 
 
 Chapter 4 declares that THE RESULT of all this shall be 
the exaltation and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
everlasting perfection and righteousness of God’s elect. 
 
Isaiah 4:2-4  "In that day shall the branch of the LORD be 
beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent 
and comely for them that are escaped of Israel. (3) And it shall 
come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in 
Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written 
among the living in Jerusalem: (4) When the Lord shall have 
washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have 
purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the 
spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning." 
 
 Now, let’s look at some of the delightful, instructive pictures 
and descriptions God the Holy Spirit gives us by the pen of his 
servant Isaiah. 
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I.  The prophet calls our dear Savior, THE BELOVED, 
THE WELLBELOVED. 


 
Isaiah 5:1  "Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my 
beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard 
in a very fruitful hill:" 
 
 What a suitable title for the Son of God. He is indeed our 
wellbeloved! 
 
II.  Christ is THE LORD, SITTING UPON HIS THRONE, 


HIGH AND LIFTED UP (6:1). 
 


• John 12:37-41 
 
III.  In the seventh chapter, the prophet of God describes our 


Savior as THE VIRGIN BORN INCARNATE GOD. 
 
Isaiah 7:14  "Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel." 
 
Isaiah 9:6-7  "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. (7) Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this." 
 
IV.  He who is the sanctuary of salvation to all who believe 


was long ago declared to be A STONE OF STUMBLING 
AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE TO THE SELF-
RIGHTEOUS AND UNBELIEVING. 
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Isaiah 8:14-15  "And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone 
of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of 
Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
(15) And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be 
broken, and be snared, and be taken." 
 
V.  Isaiah declared Christ to be THE LIGHT OF THE 


WORLD. 
 
He is the Light that shines in darkness, the Light of life, the One 
who is the Light of the glory of God. The only light there is in 
this dark, dark world Christ. 
 
Isaiah 9:2  "The people that walked in darkness have seen a 
great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 
upon them hath the light shined." 
 
Isaiah 49:6  "And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest 
be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the 
preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the 
Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the 
earth." 
 
VI.  In chapter eleven OUR LORD IS PORTRAYED AS 


THE ROOT AND BRANCH OF DAVID, THE ENSIGN 
TO WHOM CHOSEN SINNERS MUST BE 
GATHERED, AND THAT ONE BY WHOM WE HAVE 
BOTH THE SPIRIT OF GOD AND THE GLORIOUS 
REST OF FAITH AND SALVATION. 


 
Isaiah 11:1-2  "And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem 
of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: (2) And the 
spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
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understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;" 
 
Isaiah 11:10  "And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, 
which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the 
Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious." 
 
Isaiah 11:12  "And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and 
shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the 
dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth." 
 
VII.  Then we read that THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS 


BOTH OUR GOD AND OUR SALVATION, THE HOLY 
ONE OF ISRAEL IN THE MIDST OF US. 


 
Isaiah 12:2  "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not 
be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; 
he also is become my salvation." 
 
Isaiah 12:6  "Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for 
great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee." 
 
 As I said before I cannot possibly go over all the pictures of 
Christ given by Isaiah. In chapters 13 - 21 our Redeemer is set 
before us as… 
 


• The Breaker of Babylon. 
• The Lord of Lucifer. 
• The Master of Moab. 
• The Destroyer of Damascus. 
• The Executioner of Egypt. 
• The Watchman’s Judge. 


 
 But let’s move on to chapter 22. Still we can only pick up the 
highlights as we move along. 
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VIII.  Here the prophet of God describes Christ as THE 


SOVEREIGN KING OF THE UNIVERSE. 
 
His rule and dominion, to those who know him, is as a nail in 
a sure place. Because he has earned and fully deserves it, he has 
all the glory of his Father’s house. 
 
Isaiah 22:22-24  "And the key of the house of David will I lay 
upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he 
shall shut, and none shall open. (23) And I will fasten him as a 
nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a glorious throne to his 
father's house. (24) And they shall hang upon him all the glory 
of his father's house, the offspring and the issue, all vessels of 
small quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to all the vessels of 
flagons." 
 
IX.  THE LORD JESUS IS THE CROWN OF GLORY 


AND THE EVERLASTING BEAUTY OF HIS PEOPLE. 
 
Isaiah 28:5  "In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown 
of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his 
people," 
 
X.  Again in chapter 28, the prophet declares that OUR 


SAVIOR IS THE FOUNDATION STONE ID IN ZION. 
 
Isaiah 28:14-18  "Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye 
scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem. (15) 
Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and 
with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge 
shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made 
lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: (16) 
Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a 
foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
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foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. (17) Judgment 
also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and 
the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall 
overflow the hiding place. (18) And your covenant with death 
shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not 
stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye 
shall be trodden down by it." 
 


• A Tried Foundation 
• A Precious Foundation 
• A Sure Foundation 
• He that believes on Christ, he that is built upon this 


Foundation shall not make haste, be in confusion, be 
confounded, or be put to shame. 
 


XI.  THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONLY SAFE 
REFUGE AND SURE HIDING PLACE FOR OUR 
SOULS. 


 
Isaiah 32:1-2  "Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and 
princes shall rule in judgment. (2) And a man shall be as an 
hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as 
rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a 
weary land." 
 
XII.  CHRIST IS THE GIVER OF ALL GRACE. 
 
He is that One in whom chosen, redeemed sinners are made to 
see and experience the glory and excellency of our God. 
 
Isaiah 35:4-7  "Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, 
fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God 
with a recompense; he will come and save you. (5) Then the eyes 
of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. (6) Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the 
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tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break 
out, and streams in the desert. (7) And the parched ground shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the 
habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds 
and rushes." 
 
XIII.  JESUS CHRIST IS THE WAY, THE ONLY WAY TO 


GOD. 
 
Isaiah 35:8-10  "And an highway shall be there, and a way, and 
it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass 
over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, 
shall not err therein. (9) No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous 
beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the 
redeemed shall walk there: (10) And the ransomed of the LORD 
shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away." 
 


• The Highway 
• The Holy Way 
• The Safe Way 
• The Way for the Redeemed 
• The Joyful Way 


 
XIV.  CHRIST IS THE GOOD SHEPHERD WHO RULES 


AND DISPOSES OF THE WORLD FOR THE 
SALVATION OF HIS SHEEP. 


 
Isaiah 40:11  "He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall 
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and 
shall gently lead those that are with young." 
 
XV.  THE SON OF GOD IS OUR GREAT REDEEMER. 
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Isaiah 41:14  "Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; 
I will help thee, saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the Holy One 
of Israel." 
 
XVI.  OUR REDEEMER IS JEHOVAH’S SERVANT, 


CHOSEN TO BE OUR SAVIOR, A SERVANT WHO 
“SHALL NOT FAIL!” 


 
Isaiah 42:1-4  "Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, 
in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he 
shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. (2) He shall not cry, 
nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. (3) A 
bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not 
quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. (4) He shall not 
fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and 
the isles shall wait for his law." 
 
Isaiah 50:5-7  "The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was 
not rebellious, neither turned away back. (6) I gave my back to 
the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I 
hid not my face from shame and spitting. (7) For the Lord GOD 
will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have 
I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed." 
 
XVII.  HE WHO IS JEHOVAH’S UNFAILING, 


SUCCESSFUL SERVANT, OUR REDEEMER, IS ALSO 
OUR EVER-PRESENT LORD PROTECTOR. 


 
Isaiah 43:1-5  "But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, 
O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have 
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. (2) 
When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou 
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall 
the flame kindle upon thee. (3) For I am the LORD thy God, the 
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Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba for thee. (4) Since thou wast precious in my 
sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore 
will I give men for thee, and people for thy life. (5) Fear not: for 
I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather 
thee from the west." 
 
XVIII.  JESUS CHRIST IS THE JUST GOD, OUR 


SAVIOR, TO WHOM ALONE WE MUST LOOK FOR 
SALVATION. 


 
Isaiah 45:21-22  "Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them 
take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? 
who hath told it from that time? have not I the LORD? and there 
is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none 
beside me. (22) Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of 
the earth: for I am God, and there is none else." 
 
XIX.  THE SON OF GOD IS OUR GREAT SIN-ATONING 


SUBSTITUTE, BY WHOSE STRIPES WE ARE 
HEALED. 


 
Isaiah 53:4-11  "Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted. (5) But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. (6) All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. (7) He 
was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. (8) He 
was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare 
his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: 
for the transgression of my people was he stricken. (9) And he 
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made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; 
because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth. (10) Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put 
him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he 
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of 
the LORD shall prosper in his hand. (11) He shall see of the 
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall 
my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their 
iniquities." 
 
XX.  OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IS THAT ONE WHO 


MAKES ALL THINGS NEW! 
 
Isaiah 65:17-19  "For, behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into 
mind. (18) But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I 
create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people 
a joy. (19) And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: 
and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the 
voice of crying." 
 


• He began making all things new when he accomplished 
redemption and poured out his Spirit upon all flesh 
(Isa. 43:18-21 


 
(Isaiah 43:18-21)  "Remember ye not the former things, neither 
consider the things of old. {19} Behold, I will do a new thing; 
now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a 
way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. {20} The beast of 
the field shall honour me, the dragons and the owls: because I 
give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give 
drink to my people, my chosen. {21} This people have I formed 
for myself; they shall show forth my praise." 
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• He is presently making all things new for poor sinners 
by his grace (2 Cor. 5:17). 


 
(2 Corinthians 5:17)  "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new." 
 


• Soon, he shall come again to complete his new creation 
(Rev. 21:1-7; 2 Pet. 3:9-14). 


 
(Revelation 21:1-7)  "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: 
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and 
there was no more sea. {2} And I John saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. {3} And I heard a great voice out 
of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 
himself shall be with them, and be their God. {4} And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain: for the former things are passed away. {5} And he that sat 
upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said 
unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. {6} And he 
said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of 
the water of life freely. {7} He that overcometh shall inherit all 
things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son." 
 
(2 Peter 3:9-14)  "The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, 
as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. {10} But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth 
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. {11} 
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Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner 
of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 
{12} Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat? {13} Nevertheless we, 
according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. {14} Wherefore, beloved, seeing 
that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of 
him in peace, without spot, and blameless." 








Sermon #24         Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:       JEREMIAH 
     “Israel hath not been forsaken of his God” 
 Text:   Jeremiah 51:5 
 Subject:  The Mystery of Divine Providence 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening—July 22, 2003 
 Tape #  X71a 
 Readings: Larry Criss and Bobbie Estes 
 Introduction: 
 
Suppose some preacher today stood in his pulpit week after week 
and asserted relentlessly that God had set his face against the 
United States of America, that he was raising up an army in a 
foreign land under the command of of a barbaric dictator, to 
conquer this great nation and make us servants to a massive 
empire. Suppose the preacher asseted boldly that our 
Constitution and our nation were an abomination to God, that 
everything we value and uphold as a society is offensive to him. 
 


Then, suppose that preacher were to go from place to place 
and publicly urge all Americans not to resist the will of the 
enemy, but to renounce the homeland and willingly move into 
that foreign land and bow as servants to that cruel tyrant! It 
would be surprising to none to see that preacher publicly 
humiliated, ridculed, spit upon, and even imprisoned.—Would 
it? But he is one of those crack-pots who just will not shut up. 
While in prison, shut-up in the hole in solitary confinement, he 
not only refuses to retract a word, but also manages to find a way 
to write his message in a book and have the book read in every 
church in the land. 


 
If you can imagine such a thing, you will have a pretty good 


idea what the Book of Jeremiah is about. Only, Jeremiah was no 
crack-pot preacher. He was the prophet of God in the land of 
Israel in his day, the voice of God to the nation. He was, in my 
opinion, the boldest, most courageous, most valiant for truth man 
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in history. No preacher ever faced more opposition and 
discouragement with less to give him encouragement than God’s 
prophet Jeremiah.  
 
JEREMIAH 
 
Jeremiah began preaching as a very young man, during the days 
of Josiah. He was God’s spokesman, God’s prophet to the nation, 
through the reigns of four more kings, until the Jews were carried 
away into Babylon, by the will of God. He faithfully served the 
Lord our God and his generation by the will of God for more 
than forty years; and he did so in the face of relentless and almost 
universal opposition. 


 
He wept much. His heart was in constant, great heaviness 


because of the iniquity and relentless rebellion of his people and 
because of the impending judment of God upon the nation he 
loved. Yet, he never flinched from his duty. He never failed to 
declare the Word God put into his mouth. Imprisoned repeatedly, 
put into stocks (20:2), lowered by ropes into a miry dungeon 
(38:6) mocked, derided (20:7), a man of strife and contention to 
the whole world (25:10), accused of treachery to his country 
(38:4), opposed by false prophets (23, 28) confronted by angry 
mobs of religious people (prophets and priests included) who 
clamored for his life (26), carried against his will into Egypt 
(43:7), under all these circumstances Jeremiah was relentless in 
obedience, seeking the glory of God, delivering the Word of 
God, serving the people of God from the day of his calling until 
the day of his death. 
 
 He faithfully exposed Israel’s sins, called them to repentance, 
and warned them of judgment, asserting that the wrath coming 
upon them was fully deserved. Yet, he never ceased declaring the 
goodness and mercy of God. Even as he denounces Israel’s 
wickedness and prophesies the nation’s utter destruction, he 







Through The Bible Series—JEREMIAH 
 


3 


declares the immutable faithfulness of God to his people. He 
even declares that the very judgment of God upon the nation is 
for the specific purpose of saving his own elect within the nation 
(51:4-5; 50:33-34). 
 
(Jeremiah 51:4-5)  "Thus the slain shall fall in the land of the 
Chaldeans, and they that are thrust through in her streets. {5} For 
Israel hath not been forsaken, nor Judah of his God, of the 
LORD of hosts; though their land was filled with sin against the 
Holy One of Israel." 
 
(Jeremiah 50:33-34)  "Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The 
children of Israel and the children of Judah were oppressed 
together: and all that took them captives held them fast; they 
refused to let them go. {34} Their Redeemer is strong; the LORD 
of hosts is his name: he shall thoroughly plead their cause, that 
he may give rest to the land, and disquiet the inhabitants of 
Babylon." 
 
THE TIMES 
 
We cannot appreciate the labor or faithfulness of any man unless 
we understand the times in which that man lived and served the 
Lord. Never was apostacy pursued more eagerly and fully by 
men and women who professed to worship the Lord our God 
than in Jeremiah’s day. 
 


Manasseh, Josiah’s wicked grandfather, led the nation into 
such vile idolatry that they never really recovered from it. 
Josiah’s reforms were little more than a bandage covering a deep 
cancer. They only touched the surface and were but for a brief 
time. After Josiah’s death the nation sank back into the worst 
forms of idolatry and into every kind of iniquity. The whole 
nation was on the downward spiral of apostacy. Jeremiah’s 
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mission was to call the people back to God. But judgment was at 
hand. 
 
 God raised up Nebuchadnezzar to execute his wrath upon 
Judah. He gave him universal dominion. He even called him 
“My servant” (25:9; 27:6; 43:10). Nebuchadnezzar was the 
unwitting servant of the sovereign Lord God in all that he did. It 
was because God revealed this to Jeremiah that we find him 
advocating submission to Nebuchadnezzar, and it was for this 
that his people accused him of treachery. After the destruction of 
Jerusalem, Jeremiah was given his choice whether he would go 
to Babylon or remain with the remnant that were left in the land. 
He chose the latter. Days of darkness followed. Jeremiah 
exhorted his people to obey the voice of the Lord and remain in 
the land, and not flee into Egypt. But they refused to obey, and 
they carried Jeremiah with them into Egypt, where, tradition 
says, he was stoned to death. 
 
JEREMIAH’S MESSAGE 
 
That is the story of this Book; but what is its message? What 
does God the Holy Spirit intend for you an me to learn from this 
Book, as we read it? How does this ancient word of prophecy 
apply to us? Obviously, I cannot in one message declare to you 
everything that Jeremiah prophesied in forty years. But there are 
some things that are crystal clear. 
 
CHRIST 
 
Jeremiah’s message was not gloom and doom, as most seem to 
think. His message was mercy and grace, salvation by God 
through the sacrifice of his dear Son the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Jeremiah himself was a type of Christ. This fact is so obvious 
that some mistook Christ the Man of Sorrows for Jeremiah the 
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weeping, broken-hearted prophet (Matt. 16:14). He wept over his 
people as Christ wept over them (9:1). His faithfulness brought 
him reproach, rejection, sorrow, and suffering as it did our Lord. 
He compares himself to a lamb or an ox brought to the slaughter 
(11:19). Throughout this Book we see glimpses of our Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ… 


• as the Fountain of Living Waters (2:13), 
• as the Great Physician (8:22),  
• as the Good Shepherd (31:10, 23:4),  
• as the Righteous Branch (23:5),  
• as David the King (30:9),  
• as our Redeemer (50:34),  
• as the Lord our Righteousness (23:6). 


 
At the very time that David’s throne appeared to be on the 


brink of destruction, and justice and equity were gone, the 
prophet announced the coming of a King of the House of David, 
a righteous Branch, who should reign and prosper, and execute 
judgment and justice in the earth. “In his days Judah shall be 
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely; and this is his name whereby 
he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” – 
Jehovah-tsidkenu. In this majestic name the Godhead of our 
Savior is declared, and, as a descendant of David, his humanity. 
 
 In chapter 31, the prophet of God even speaks of the 
incarnation of Christ for the everlasting blessedness of his 
people (31:20-26). 
 
(Jeremiah 31:20-26)  "Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant 
child? for since I spake against him, I do earnestly remember him 
still: therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I will surely have 
mercy upon him, saith the LORD. {21} Set thee up waymarks, 
make thee high heaps: set thine heart toward the highway, even 
the way which thou wentest: turn again, O virgin of Israel, turn 
again to these thy cities. {22} How long wilt thou go about, O 
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thou backsliding daughter? for the LORD hath created a new 
thing in the earth, A woman shall compass a man. {23} Thus 
saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As yet they shall use 
this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, when I 
shall bring again their captivity; The LORD bless thee, O 
habitation of justice, and mountain of holiness. {24} And there 
shall dwell in Judah itself, and in all the cities thereof together, 
husbandmen, and they that go forth with flocks. {25} For I have 
satiated the weary soul, and I have replenished every sorrowful 
soul. {26} Upon this I awaked, and beheld; and my sleep was 
sweet unto me." 
 
 
 In chapter 32 Jeremiah typified Christ as our Kinsman 
Redeemer, exercising the right of redemption to buy back the 
field his uncle had lost, thereby displaying his confidence that 
that which God had promised his people would not and could not 
be lost, though the nation itself would be destroyed and carried 
away to Babylon. 
 
A PROPHET 
 
Christ is the message of Jeremiah. The prophet of God is 
declaring the absolute certainty of grace and salvation to a 
chosen nation, the royal priesthood, the church of God’s elect, 
through the Lord our Righteousness. And there is much to learn 
in this message. 
 
 In chapter 1 we see how a man becomes a prophet and what 
a prophet is. 
 
(Jeremiah 1:5-9)  "Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; 
and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, 
and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. {6} Then said I, 
Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. {7} But 
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the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go 
to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou 
shalt speak. {8} Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to 
deliver thee, saith the LORD. {9} Then the LORD put forth his 
hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, 
Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth." 
 
(Jeremiah 1:17-19)  "Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, 
and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at 
their faces, lest I confound thee before them. {18} For, behold, I 
have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and 
brazen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, 
against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land. {19} And they shall fight against 
thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, 
saith the LORD, to deliver thee." 
 
JUDGMENT 
 
Chapters 2-25 show us the cause of divine judgment. Judgment 
is never an aribitrary thing. It is always the just response of God 
to man’s rebellion and sin. 
 


• Blame goes first to the people who rebel. 
• But they were led in rebellion by their kings. 
• And the people and the kings were taught to rebel by their 


pastors, prophets, and priests. 
 
LIVING IN BABYLON 
 
Here is how we are to live in this world, in this generation under 
the wrath of God. 
 
(Jeremiah 29:4-7)  "Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of 
Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have 
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caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; {5} 
Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat 
the fruit of them; {6} Take ye wives, and beget sons and 
daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters 
to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may 
be increased there, and not diminished. {7} And seek the peace 
of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, 
and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye 
have peace." 
 
Here is the hope God sets before his elect remnant. 
 
(Jeremiah 29:10-14)  "For thus saith the LORD, That after 
seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and 
perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to 
this place. {11} For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you 
an expected end. {12} Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall 
go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. {13} And ye 
shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all 
your heart. {14} And I will be found of you, saith the LORD: and 
I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the 
nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith 
the LORD; and I will bring you again into the place whence I 
caused you to be carried away captive." 
 
PROVIDENCE 
 
The mystery of God’s providence is unfolded in chapters 30-33. 
 


• God has not forsaken his people. He is saving them. 
 
(Jeremiah 30:16)  "Therefore all they that devour thee shall be 
devoured; and all thine adversaries, every one of them, shall go 
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into captivity; and they that spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all 
that prey upon thee will I give for a prey." 
 


• He is fulfilling his covenant (chapters 31-33). 
 
(Jeremiah 33:14-16)  "Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, 
that I will perform that good thing which I have promised unto 
the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. {15} In those days, 
and at that time, will I cause the Branch of righteousness to grow 
up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and righteousness 
in the land. {16} In those days shall Judah be saved, and 
Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name wherewith she 
shall be called, The LORD our righteousness." 
 
THE NATIONS 
 
Chapters 34-49 describe the Lord’s dealing with the nations that 
despise him, to consume them in his wrath. 
 
BABYLON 
 
In chapters 50-52 we see the mystery of Babylon unravelled 
wondrously. 
 
(Jeremiah 9:23-24)  "Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: {24} But let him 
that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, 
and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith 
the LORD." 
 
(Jeremiah 50:20)  "In those days, and in that time, saith the 
LORD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall 
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be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: for I 
will pardon them whom I reserve." 
 
(Jeremiah 51:5)  "For Israel hath not been forsaken, nor Judah of 
his God, of the LORD of hosts; though their land was filled with 
sin against the Holy One of Israel." 
 
(Jeremiah 31:17-20)  "And there is hope in thine end, saith the 
LORD, that thy children shall come again to their own border. 
{18} I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou 
hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock 
unaccustomed to the yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be turned; 
for thou art the LORD my God. {19} Surely after that I was 
turned, I repented; and after that I was instructed, I smote upon 
my thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even confounded, because I did 
bear the reproach of my youth. {20} Is Ephraim my dear son? is 
he a pleasant child? for since I spake against him, I do earnestly 
remember him still: therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I 
will surely have mercy upon him, saith the LORD." 
 
(Jeremiah 52:31-34)  "And it came to pass in the seven and 
thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the 
twelfth month, in the five and twentieth day of the month, that 
Evilmerodach king of Babylon in the first year of his reign lifted 
up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah, and brought him forth 
out of prison, {32} And spake kindly unto him, and set his throne 
above the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon, 
{33} And changed his prison garments: and he did continually 
eat bread before him all the days of his life. {34} And for his diet, 
there was a continual diet given him of the king of Babylon, 
every day a portion until the day of his death, all the days of his 
life." 








Sermon #56       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:   TITUS ― “In Hope of Eternal Life” 
 Text:   Titus 1:1-4 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening—June 13, 2004 
 Tape #  Y-26a 
 Readings: Larry Criss and Larry Brown 
 Introduction: 
 
This Epistle was addressed to Titus, the pastor of the 
church at Crete. It was Titus who Paul sent to Corinth to 
settle the difficulties that threatened the survival of that 
congregation (2 Cor 2:13; 12:18; 7:6-15). This is the last 
of Paul’s very short, but very important and instructive 
Pastoral Epistles. It begins with a salutation that is more 
lengthy than most of Paul’s salutations. The salutation 
itself is very instructive (1:1-5). 
 
ELECTION 
 
Have you ever noticed that one of the most common 
names used in the New Testament referring to believers 
in general is “elect”? Divine election was, in the New 
Testament era such a commonly understood thing that 
believers were commonly addressed as “the elect.” In 
the opening verse of this epistle Paul speaks of the saints 
of God as “God’s elect.” Among the early churches 
election was so commonly talked about and understood 
that when someone wanted to speak of saved sinners, 
they referred to them as “the elect.” Our Lord declared 
that the elect cannot be deceived by antichrists (Matt. 
24:24) and that God gathers his elect from the four 
corners of the earth (Matt. 24:31). God shall avenge his 
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own elect (Luke 18:7). Paul calls upon “the elect of 
God” to put on Christ (Col. 3:12.) Peter addressed his 
first epistle to God’s elect (1 Pet. 1:2). John addressed 
his second epistle to “the elect lady” (2 John 1) and 
spoke of her “elect sister” (2 John 13). In those days 
everyone who professed to be followers of Christ 
rejoiced in the electing love of God our Savior and 
understood the blessedness of his great grace, who 
declared, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you” (John 15:16). 
 
OUR FAITH 
 
In the first verse of the epistle Paul declares himself to 
be God’s servant and an apostle of Christ “according to 
the faith of God’s elect, and the acknowledging of the 
truth which is after godliness.” The faith of God’s elect 
is one. That is to say, all God’s elect have the same faith. 
In verse 4 he calls it “the common faith.” 
• We all have our faith from one common source. It is 


the gift God’s grace (Eph. 2:8-9) and operation of 
God the Holy Spirit in us (Col. 2:12). 


• The faith that God gives his elect embodies and 
acknowledges one common truth, “the truth” of the 
gospel: redemption, grace, and salvation by Christ 
substitutionary accomplishments (1 Cor. 15:1-3; Gal. 
1:6-9). 


• This is the faith “which is after godliness.” Religion 
will produce morality; but only the gospel of Christ 
will produce godliness: the worship of God. 
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Believing the gospel, we have “hope of eternal life, 
which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world 
began” (v. 2). Without Christ, we are “without hope.” 
Believing Christ, trusting his blood and righteousness, 
we have “a good hope through grace” of eternal life. We 
have every reason to confidently expect eternal life, 
because “God, that cannot lie,” promised it to all who 
are in Christ “before the world began.” This promise of 
our salvation is a promise that was made by God the 
Father to God the Son as our Surety in eternity (Ps. 
2:8). The Father promised our Surety that he would give 
eternal life to his elect by virtue of his obedience unto 
death as our Substitute. 
 
This word of promise is now made manifest by the 
preaching of the gospel. ― “But hath in due times 
manifested his word through preaching, which is 
committed unto me according to the commandment of 
God our Saviour” (v. 3; 2 Tim. 1:9-10). 
 
(2 Timothy 1:9-10)  “Who hath saved us, and called us 
with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, (10) But 
is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel.” 
 
OUR SAVIOR 
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Titus was Paul’s son in the faith. That is to say, he was 
one of many who were converted under the influence of 
Paul’s ministry. We see this in verse 4. There is a 
combination of titles used in all three chapters in the 
book of Titus that must not be overlooked. Paul speaks 
of “God our Savior” and of “Christ our Savior” in that 
order in 1:3-4, in 2:10 and 13, and in 3:4 and 6. His 
obvious intent is to emphasize the eternal deity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He who is our Savior is himself the 
eternal God. 
 
SET IN ORDER 
 
Paul had left Titus in Crete “to set in order the things 
that were wanting” and to ordain elders in every city in 
which God raised up an assembly of believers (v. 5). His 
purpose in writing this epistle was to give his son in the 
faith instructions about setting things in order in the 
churches of Christ. 
 
The first matter of order in every local church involves 
the man who serves as pastor. The church is only as 
strong as the man who leads it. Therefore, the Holy 
Spirit again gives us a description of the kind of man 
who is to be set aside for the work of the gospel ministry 
(vv. 5-9). 
 
(Titus 1:5-9)  “For this cause left I thee in Crete, that 
thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, 
and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: 
(6) If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having 
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faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. (7) For a 
bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not 
selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, 
not given to filthy lucre; (8) But a lover of hospitality, a 
lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; (9) 
Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, 
that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and 
to convince the gainsayers.” 
 
Along with all the other qualifications for a pastor, Paul 
asserts that he must be one who holds fast “the faithful 
word.” He must be a man who is thoroughly convinced 
of and committed to the gospel of God’s free and 
sovereign grace in Christ, “that he may be able by sound 
doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.” 
The reason for this is clear. ― He will always have 
plenty of “gainsayers” to convince (vv. 10-16). 
 
GAINSAYERS 
 
The man who leads God’s saints in the worship and 
service of Christ must never allow false teaches to go 
uncorrected and unrebuked. They are here called 
“gainsayers” because those who preach any other gospel 
oppose and speak against the gospel of Christ. Paul 
specifically identifies those in Crete of whom he spoke. 
They were men who taught that faith in Christ is not 
enough, that the blood of Christ is not enough, that the 
righteousness of Christ is not enough, that we must add 
to his righteousness our own righteousness, if we would 
really be pure in the eyes of God. 
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All who teach such doctrine are, in the words of 
inspiration “unruly, vain talkers, deceivers, liars, and 
evil beasts.” They are motivated by gain, and their 
“mouths must be stopped.” Paul specifically names those 
who are “of the circumcision,” those who seek to impose 
the yoke of the law upon God’s saints. Having turned 
from the truth, they teach “Jewish fables and the 
commandments of men.” 
 
Do not miss what Paul here declares. ― Those who 
attempt to make our obedience to the law of God the 
basis of righteousness (justification and/or 
sanctification), by subverting the law turn it into nothing 
but “Jewish fables and the commandments of men.” Of 
all such false teachers, Paul writes, ― “They profess that 
they know God; but in works they deny him, being 
abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work 
reprobate” (v. 16). In their works of self-righteousness 
(their attempts to establish their own righteousness) they 
deny God, his grace, and his salvation altogether. 
 
GRACE TEACHES 
 
In chapter 2 Paul shows us that the gospel of the grace of 
God, not the law of Moses, teaches all to whom it is 
revealed that salvation is by grace alone and teaches us 
how to live in this world for the glory of God. In this 
chapter the apostle is urging us to adorn the doctrine of 
the grace of God that we profess to believe by the way 
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we live in this world. As he does, he makes no appeal to 
the law, but only to grace. 
 
In verses 1-10 he tells both the man who preaches the 
gospel and the people who hear and believe the gospel 
how to adorn the gospel. He is telling us how to behave 
ourselves so that we may “adorn the doctrine of God 
our Savior in all things” (v. 10). 
 
This is both our personal responsibility and our 
privilege. I hope it is your desire and my own. We are to 
“adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things.” 
That is to say, We are to set forth in our lives as well 
as in our doctrine the beauty, glory, and 
attractiveness of the gospel of Christ. If we hope to 
persuade men and women to believe the gospel we 
preach, we must show them, by our lives, the beauty of 
the gospel. If we would honor Christ and his gospel in 
the eyes of men, we must have our lives regulated and 
governed by the gospel. 
 
THE PASTOR 
 
As a pastor, as a preacher of the gospel, I am 
responsible to adorn the gospel by faithfully 
preaching it. ― “But speak thou the things which 
become sound doctrine” (v. 1). Every preacher has a 
mandate from God. And the preacher’s mandate is 
always the same. All who are sent of God as his 
messengers to eternity bound men and women are sent 
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to preach the gospel, to constantly declare those “things 
which become sound doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:1-5). 
 
The doctrine we preach is the doctrine of grace, which is 
the doctrine of Christ. And those things which become 
sound doctrine are those things that are consistent with 
and honoring to the gospel: Divine Sovereignty—
Effectual, Substitutionary Redemption — Satisfaction 
by the Blood of Christ ― Ruin by the Fall — 
Redemption by the Blood — Regeneration by the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
 
Specifically, gospel preachers are responsible to 
pointedly apply the gospel to the daily affairs and 
responsibilities of men and women in this world. It is 
a pastor’s responsibility to faithfully teach people how to 
live in this world for the glory of Christ, applying the 
Word of God to every area of life. And it is the 
responsibility of God’s saints to personally obey the 
gospel, applying it to every area of their lives. 
 
I realize that many people prefer to ignore this fact, but 
it is a fact nonetheless. — God almighty does interfere 
with people’s lives. If the God of glory is pleased to 
open the windows of heaven drop his saving grace into 
our hearts, he takes over. He insists on it! Christ will 
either be Lord of all or he will not receive you at all. 
This is what Paul teaches in verses 2-10. He has a 
word here for just about everybody. 
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Aged Men ― “That the aged men be sober, grave, 
temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience” (v. 2). 
 
Aged Women ― “The aged women likewise, that they 
be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false 
accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good 
things; That they may teach the young women to be 
sober, to love their husbands, to love their children” (vv. 
3-4). 
 
Young Women ― “To be discreet, chaste, keepers at 
home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the 
word of God be not blasphemed” (v. 5). 
 
Young Men ― “Young men likewise exhort to be sober 
minded” (v. 6). 
 
Pastors ― “In all things showing thyself a pattern of 
good works: in doctrine showing uncorruptness, gravity, 
sincerity, Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that 
he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having 
no evil thing to say of you” (vv. 7-8). 
 
Employees ― “Exhort servants to be obedient unto 
their own masters, and to please them well in all things; 
not answering again; Not purloining, but showing all 
good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things” (vv. 9-10. 
 
The Holy Spirit here calls for all who believe the gospel 
of the grace of God to adorn it, to show forth the beauty 
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and grace of the gospel in all things for the glory of God 
(1 Cor. 10:31). If we are indeed born of God, if we truly 
are believers, if we have really experienced the grace of 
God, we know that grace teaches us so to live. 
 
THE WORK OF GRACE 
 
“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men” (v. 11). ― As Paul uses the phrase, 
“the grace of God,” in this place, he is referring to “the 
doctrine of God our Savior.” “The grace of God” in this 
verse means “the gospel of the grace of God.” The 
gospel we preach, “the doctrine of God our Savior,” is 
“the gospel of the grace of God.” 
 
The doctrine of the gospel is the message of grace, not 
freewill, but grace, not works, but grace, not grace and 
works, but grace alone! Grace is the origin of the gospel. 
Grace is the message of the gospel. Grace is conveyed 
by the gospel — The Word of Life!” (1 John 1:1; 1 Pet. 
1:23-25). And grace is the rule of the gospel (Rom. 6:12-
14; 2 Cor. 5:14-15). 
 
This gospel, the grace of God, brings salvation. I 
know that salvation is by God’s operations of grace, that 
it is an act of free and sovereign grace, grace that is 
almighty and irresistible. But in this context, “the grace 
of God” is used as a synonym for “the gospel of God.” 
The Holy Spirit is telling us that the gospel is the 
means by which salvation is brought to and wrought 
in chosen, redeemed sinners. The gospel of the grace 
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of God shows us the way of salvation — Faith in Christ. 
It proclaims the person and work of Christ, who is 
salvation. It is the announcement of salvation 
accomplished by Christ. And the gospel of the grace of 
God is the means by which God the Holy Spirit brings 
salvation to elect sinners (Rom. 10:13-17). 


• No Life without the Gospel! 
• No Faith without the Gospel! 
• No Salvation without the Gospel! 


 
This gospel of the grace of God has appeared unto all 
men. Certainly, Paul does not mean for us to understand 
that every person in the world has heard the gospel. 
Obviously that is not so. There are people in this town, 
many of them, who have never heard the gospel. What 
Paul is telling us is that the gospel has been and is 
preached freely to all men and women, people of every 
rank, race, and region (Rom. 16:25-26). 
 


• God has his elect among all people. 
• It is our responsibility to preach the gospel to all 


men (Matt. 28:19-20). 
• The gospel we preach brings salvation to all who 


believe. “It is the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth” (Rom. 1:16). 


 
THE TEACHING OF GRACE 
 
“Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
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this present world” (v. 12). ― Whenever the gospel of 
the grace of God comes into a sinner’s heart by the life-
giving, regenerating power and grace of God the Holy 
Spirit, it effectually teaches him some things. It teaches 
us... 


• To Whom we must Look for Eternal Life (Isa. 
45:22). 


• What to Believe (Gal. 1:6-9). 
• And How to Live in this World! 


 
The gospel is not given for intellectual speculation, but 
for practical direction. It is given for our eternal 
salvation and for the ordering of our lives. It tells us 
plainly what we are to do and what we are not to do. It 
tells us what to follow and what to shun. 
 
The grace of God effectually teaches saved sinners to 
deny ungodliness and worldly lusts. The gospel 
teaches us to say “No” to unbelief and the neglect of 
God, his Word, his worship, and his will. It also teaches 
us to say “No” to worldly lusts, sensuality, covetousness, 
ambition, and the desire for recognition and praise. 
 
The grace of God teaches people to live right. 


• With respect to Ourselves—Soberly! 
• With respect to Others—Righteously! 
• With respect to God—Godly! 
• 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
• Romans 12:1-2 
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THE EXPECTATION OF GRACE 
 
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (v. 13). ― Paul does not tell us to set dates or 
even to speculate about when the time of our Lord’s 
coming may be. He does not tell us to look for signs of 
the end time, or to even think about when the end time 
may be. Grace teaches us to look for Christ himself, 
and to do so standing upon the tiptoe of faith and 
expectation. Grace gives us a good, well-grounded 
hope, a hope that breeds expectation, anticipation, 
and desire. 
 
There is one common and blessed hope for all 
believers. There is not one hope for one group and 
another hope for another group. We all have the same 
hope, upon the same grounds, a glorious, blessed hope, a 
hope that no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind 
has imagined. The basis of our hope is grace, free grace 
through a crucified Substitute (Eph. 1:18). The thing 
hoped for is glory. 
 
It is the design of the gospel to set our hearts upon 
the hope laid up for us with Christ in heaven, not 
upon the things of this world (Matt. 6:33; Col. 3:1-4). 
 
(Matthew 6:33)  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you.” 
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(Colossians 3:1-4)  “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek 
those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God. (2) Set your affection on things 
above, not on things on the earth. (3) For ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in God. (4) When Christ, 
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory.” 
 


Fade, fade each earthly joy, Jesus is mine. 
Break every tender tie, Jesus is mine! 
Dark is this wilderness, 
Earth has no resting place 
Jesus alone can bless. Jesus is mine! 
 
Farewell, mortality ― Jesus is mine! 
Welcome, eternity ― Jesus is mine! 
Welcome, oh loved and blest! 
Welcome sweet scenes of rest! 
Welcome my Savior’s breast! Jesus is mine! 


 
Our hope of eternal glory with Christ, if we trust 
him, is a well-grounded hope. 
 


• Our Father promised it (Tit. 1:2). 
• Our Savior purchased it (Heb. 9:12). 
• Our Substitute possesses it (Heb. 6:20). 
• We have the earnest of it (Eph. 1:14). 
• In Christ we are worthy of it (Col. 1:12). 
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Our blessedness will be attained when Christ, who is 
our hope, appears. Notice how Paul describes our 
Savior. He appears unable to find words worthy of him. 
 


• Jesus Christ is “the great God.” 
• He is the great God and “our Savior.” 
• Soon, this great God who is our Savior “shall 


appear.” 
• Then, “we also shall appear with him in glory.” 


This is the expectation of grace (1 John 3:1-3) 
 
(1 John 3:1-3)  “Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons 
of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it 
knew him not. (2) Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is. (3) And every man that hath this 
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 
 
THE MOTIVATION OF GRACE 
 
Give me your attention just a little longer. This is so 
important. Paul is calling for us, in every aspect of our 
lives, to “adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.” How 
will he induce us to obey his admonition? How will he 
persuade us? How will he motivate us? He does not 
threaten us with punishment or loss of reward. He does 
not entice us with promises of rewards, or higher 
degrees of glory in heaven (higher decrees of salvation!). 
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He induces us to love and serve our great God and 
Savior, to seek in all things to honor him, simply by 
reminding us of what he has done for us by his 
matchless grace. ― “Who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works” (v. 
14). Christ loved us and gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem and deliver us from all iniquity, from all 
sin and all the consequences of it, that he might purify us 
(by blood and by grace) unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. 
 
God’s saints are a peculiar people. ― Loved with a 
Peculiar Love! ― Objects of His Peculiar Delight! ― 
Blessed with Peculiar Blessings! ― Supplied with 
Peculiar Provisions! ― Separated from the World by 
Peculiar Grace! 


• Electing Grace! 
• Redeeming Grace! 
• Regenerating Grace! 
• Preserving Grace! 


 
The word “peculiar” means “distinctively excellent, 
valuable, and honorable.” We are Christ’s portion, the 
lot of his inheritance, the jewels of his crown, his 
fullness (Eph. 1:23), his peculiar people! 
 
Christ’s peculiar people are made by the grace of 
God to be zealous of good works. God the Father 
ordained that we should walk in good works (Eph. 2:10). 
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God the Son redeemed us that we should walk in good 
works. And God the Holy Spirit effectually teaches 
every chosen, ransomed sinner to be zealous of good 
works. The gospel teaches us to “maintain good works” 
(3:8). Let us, therefore, “learn to maintain good works,” 
not for salvation, not for justification, not to make 
ourselves more holy and acceptable to God, but “for 
necessary uses” (3:14), that we may honor our great God 
and Savior and the gospel of his grace in all things, not 
being unfruitful. 
 
This is Paul’s admonition to Titus; and this is the 
Word of God the Holy Spirit to me, to your pastor, 
and to every preacher of the gospel. — “These things 
speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no 
man despise thee.” 
 


• “These things speak” — Both the Doctrine and 
the Duties of Grace! 


• “And exhort” — Press with earnestness. 
• “And rebuke” — Reprove all who neglect, 


oppose, contradict, and deny these things, these 
doctrines and duties of grace. 


• “With all authority” — In God’s name! With 
God’s authority! With God’s Approval! 


• “Let no man Despise Thee!” ― Give no one 
reason to despise you. ― Have no regard for the 
opinions of disobedient men. 
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Paul shows us by his own example what he means in 1 
Corinthians 4:1-3. ― “Let a man so account of us, as of 
the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of 
God. (2) Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man 
be found faithful. (3) But with me it is a very small thing 
that I should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment: 
yea, I judge not mine own self.” 
 
(Hebrews 13:7)  “Remember them which have the rule 
over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: 
whose faith follow, considering the end of their 
conversation.” 
 
(Hebrews 13:17)  “Obey them that have the rule over 
you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 
souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it 
with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for 
you.” 
 
A RE-ENFORCEMENT 
 
In chapter 3 Paul gives a re-enforcement to all that he 
has said in chapter 2. Why? Because these things need to 
be constantly pressed upon our hearts. ― “Whether 
therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). In all things, Paul 
urges us to honor our God and the gospel of his grace, 
reminding us to even be gentle in our dealings with the 
base and the wicked, remembering that we were once 
exactly as they are (vv. 1-3). 
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(Titus 3:1-3)  “Put them in mind to be subject to 
principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be 
ready to every good work, (2) To speak evil of no man, 
to be no brawlers, but gentle, showing all meekness unto 
all men. (3) For we ourselves also were sometimes 
foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating 
one another.” 
 
OUR MOTIVATION 
 
Then, once more, he motivates us to heed these 
tremendous admonitions, contrary as they are to human 
flesh, by reminding us of what our God has done for us 
in Christ by his matchless grace. Always, he uses grace, 
not the whip of the law to motivate God’s people (vv. 4-
7). 
 
(Titus 3:4-7)  “But after that the kindness and love of 
God our Saviour toward man appeared, (5) Not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; (6) 
Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour; (7) That being justified by his grace, we 
should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life.” 
 
I am often asked, “If you do not preach the law, how do 
you get people to live right, to do what they ought to 
do?” My answer is, “I preach up Christ and free grace. I 
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know that it is the grace of God that brings salvation, 
and that alone, that effectually teaches all who have 
experienced it to say no to ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world.” I know this too ― If the whip the law 
can get you to do what the grace of God does not inspire 
you to do, you have simply never known the grace of 
God. 
 
That makes all “contentions and strivings about the law” 
unprofitable and vain (v. 9). Those who persistently 
refuse to heed these things, who will not cease from 
legalism, who will not give up their own righteousness, 
trusting Christ alone as Jehovah-tsidkenu, “THE LORD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Jer. 23:6), are heretics who 
are condemned by their own doctrine. 
 
There is no motive to godliness like the assurance of free 
salvation, complete redemption, and perfect 
righteousness in Christ by the grace of God (Jer. 23:6; 
33:16; 50:20; 1 Cor. 6:9-11, 19-20; Tit. 3:8). 
 
(Jeremiah 23:6)  “In his days Judah shall be saved, and 
Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he 
shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 
 
(Jeremiah 33:16)  “In those days shall Judah be saved, 
and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name 
wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our 
righteousness.” 
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(Jeremiah 50:20)  “In those days, and in that time, saith 
the LORD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and 
there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall 
not be found: for I will pardon them whom I reserve.” 
 
(1 Corinthians 6:9-11)  “Know ye not that the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be 
not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, (10) Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God. (11) And such were some of you: but 
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God.” 
 
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20)  “What? know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? (20) 
For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 
 
(Titus 3:8)  “This is a faithful saying, and these things I 
will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have 
believed in God might be careful to maintain good 
works. These things are good and profitable unto men.” 
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 Introduction: 
 
The book of Philemon is a personal letter written by 
Paul while he was a prisoner at Rome to a man at 
Colosse by the name of Philemon. It is a personal letter, 
dealing with a very personal matter; but it was written 
by divine inspiration to teach us things concerning our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Paul wrote to Philemon about one of his slaves who, 
having robbed him, fled to Rome. While in Rome, 
Onesimus came into contact with Paul, heard the gospel 
and was converted by the grace of God. After his 
conversion, Paul sent Onesimus back to Philemon with 
this letter, urging Philemon to receive Onesimus as his 
brother in Christ, just as he would receive Paul himself, 
assuring him that he would gladly pay whatever 
Onesimus owed him (vv. 10-18). 
 
(Philemon 1:10-18)  “I beseech thee for my son 
Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds: 11 
Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now 
profitable to thee and to me: 12 Whom I have sent again: 
thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels: 13 
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Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead 
he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the 
gospel: 14 But without thy mind would I do nothing; 
that thy benefit should not be as it were of necessity, but 
willingly. 15 For perhaps he therefore departed for a 
season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever; 16 Not 
now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, 
specially to me, but how much more unto thee, both in 
the flesh, and in the Lord? 17 If thou count me therefore 
a partner, receive him as myself. 18 If he hath wronged 
thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account.” 
 
The story we have before us in this short epistle is a 
beautiful picture of what the Lord Jesus does for every 
chosen, redeemed sinner. He has paid our debt, all that 
we owed. He intercedes for us with God against whom 
we have sinned, from whom we have gone astray. Our 
blessed Savior said, to the offended justice and inflexible 
law of God, regarding all his people and our sins, “put 
that on mine account,” and with his one great sacrifice 
for sin as our substitute he paid our debt. Because Christ 
is our Mediator, Substitute, and Surety, because all 
God’s elect are one with him, the Father receives and 
accepts every believing sinner as he receives and accepts 
Christ himself (Eph. 1:6). 
 
PHILEMON 
 
Philemon was a truly gracious man. ― “Hearing of thy 
love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, 
and toward all saints” (v. 5). 
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• He maintained a church in his house (v. 2). 
• He loved Christ and his people. ― “For we have 


great joy and consolation in thy love, because the 
bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother” 
(v. 7). 


• He was a benevolent friend to the Apostle Paul. 
• He treated his servants kindly and graciously. 
• Paul was confident that he would be obedient to 


the word of God, the word of God sent to 
Philemon by his servant Paul (v. 21). 


 
ONESIMUS 
 
Onesimus was a slave Philemon had come to trust. He 
had given Onesimus charge over certain of his 
household goods. He trusted his treasures to the care of 
this slave as a steward. But Onesimus betrayed his 
master’s trust. 
 
It is one thing to have a thief break into your house and 
rob you; but it is something far more insulting and 
painful to bear to be betrayed by someone you trust, to 
have one of your own household rob you. Well, 
Onesimus took his Master’s goods and ran. 
 
Knowing his guilt and fearing his master’s wrath, 
Onesimus ran away to Rome. There he hoped to lose 
himself in the crowded streets, among the vagabonds 
and street people. At last Onesimus was brought into 
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that room where God’s servant, Paul, was a prisoner. 
He heard Paul preach the gospel of God’s grace in 
Christ, and this poor runaway slave was arrested by 
God’s omnipotent grace, converted by the power of his 
Spirit, born again by the gospel, and made to be believer, 
a child of God. 
 
You know the rest of the story. Onesimus still belonged 
to Philemon. He was a wanted man. His master had a 
lawful right to have him executed. The only right thing 
for this slave to do was to return to his master and hope 
that he would be gracious. 
 
THE PICTURE 
 
What a picture the Lord here gives us of his amazing 
grace! We who are now converted by God’s omnipotent 
mercy were once just like Onesimus. We went astray 
from the womb speaking lies (Ps. 58:3). We robbed God 
of his glory as God. We despised him and his goodness, 
but we stilled belonged to God. If we had what we 
deserved, we would have perished under his wrath. It 
would be lawful, righteous, and just for the holy Lord 
God to slay us in his fury. Our only hope was (and is) 
his mercy. Fleeing to him for mercy, pleading for mercy 
in Christ, he received us graciously in Christ, for 
Christ’s sake, even as he receives Christ. 
 
SINNER 
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My friend, you still belong to God. You are a wanted 
man. Justice cries out for your execution. It would be 
lawful, righteous, and just for God to slay you. The only 
thing for you to do is to go to God, confessing your 
guilt, pleading the merits of his Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and hope that he will be gracious. 
 


“Come, humble sinner, in whose breast 
A thousand thoughts revolve, 
Come, with your guilt and fear oppressed, 
And make this last resolve― 
 
‘I’ll go to Jesus, though my sin 
Hath like a mountain rose: 
I know His courts I’ll enter in, 
Whatever may oppose. 
 
Prostrate, I’ll lie before His throne, 
And there my guilt confess. 
I’ll tell Him I’m a wretch undone 
Without His sovereign grace. 
 
I’ll to the gracious King approach, 
Whose scepter pardon gives. 
Perhaps He may command my touch, 
And then the suppliant lives. 
 
Perhaps He will admit my plea, 
Perhaps will hear my prayer; 
But if I perish I will pray 
And perish only there. 
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I can but perish if I go, 
I am resolved to try; 
For if I stay away I know, 
I must forever die. 
 
But if I die with mercy sought, 
When I the King have tried, 
This were to die, (delightful thought!) 
As sinner never died!’” 


 
Once Onesimus was converted, the Apostle Paul took 
down his pen and paper, and by the inspiration of God 
the Holy Spirit, he wrote this little epistle to Philemon 
with his own hand, with the hope of both preserving 
Onesimus’ life and making reconciliation between 
Onesimus and Philemon. 
 
FOUR THINGS 
 
This brief little epistle is full of instruction for us. I see 
four things here that arrested my attention as I read this 
letter from Paul to Philemon. 
 
1. Here is an example of true Christian love (v. 5). 
 
(Philemon 1:5)  “Hearing of thy love and faith, which 
thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints.” 
 
Paul showed great love in his regard for Onesimus. 
He took this degraded, loathsome creature in. Once he 
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had been converted by the grace of God, Paul regarded 
him and treated him as his own son. Though Onesimus 
and Timothy were very different men before they were 
converted (Timothy was a moral, upright young man. 
Onesimus was the offscouring of society.), after they 
were converted, they were both equal in Paul’s eyes. In 
Christ there is no such thing as rank. In Christ our past is 
irrelevant. 
 


Illustration: “With my track record…” 
 
Philemon showed great brotherly love in his 
reception of Onesimus. Though Philemon had been 
greatly wronged by this man, he received him again into 
his household, freely forgiving him the wrong he had 
done (Matt. 6:14-15). I pray that God will give me such 
a tender spirit (Eph. 4:32). 
 
(Matthew 6:14-15)  For if ye forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 
15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses. 
 
(Ephesians 4:32)  And be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. 
 
If God forgives us, surely we ought to forgive one 
another. If Christ receives us, surely we ought to receive 
one another. ― This kind of love is the law that rules 
God’s elect. It is the principle by which saved people 
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live. ― “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye 
love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:34-
35). 
 
2. Here is an example of substitutionary redemption 


(v. 18). 
 
(Philemon 1:17-18)  “If thou count me therefore a 
partner, receive him as myself. (18) If he hath wronged 
thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account.” 
 
Onesimus had wronged Philemon. He had betrayed his 
master’s trust, despised his master’s goodness, and 
stolen his master’s goods. Onesimus owed much to 
Philemon. But listen to this. Paul says, “Receive him as 
myself. If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put 
that on mine account.” 
 
That is exactly what the Lord Jesus Christ has done 
for us (Isa. 53:4-10). 
 
(Isaiah 53:4-10)  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and 
the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He 
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was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not 
his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth 
not his mouth. 8 He was taken from prison and from 
judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he 
was cut off out of the land of the living: for the 
transgression of my people was he stricken. 9 And he 
made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his 
death; because he had done no violence, neither was any 
deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet it pleased the LORD to 
bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt 
make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, 
he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD 
shall prosper in his hand. 
 
3. Here is an example of divine forgiveness (v. 17). 
 
Paul says, “If thou count me therefore a partner, receive 
him as myself.” Onesimus was forgiven through the 
intercession of another. He was accepted, not as a slave, 
but as a brother, an equal. And he was accepted because 
of another. The God of Glory receives every sinner 
who trusts his dear Son as he receives Christ himself. 
We are “accepted in the Beloved.” 
 


• We have been forgiven through the intercession of 
Christ. 


• We have been accepted as the sons of God, in 
every way equal to Christ in God’s sight (1 John 
3:1). 
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• We have been accepted because of another, 
accepted because of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
accepted as Christ is accepted. 


 
“Near, so very near to God, 
Nearer I cannot be, 
For in the Person of His Son 
I am as near as He! 
 
Dear, so very dear to God, 
Dearer I cannot be, 
For in the Person of His Son 
I am as dear as He!” 


 
4. But the thing that stands out most beautifully in the 


text is this. ― Here we have an example of God’s 
wondrous, amazing, irresistible grace. 


 
Proposition: In the case of Onesimus, we see clear 
evidence that the grace of God is always effectual and 
irresistible, and can never be thwarted in its purpose. ― 
Grace is not merely God’s will to save. Grace is God’s 
act of saving. 
 
Divisions: Taking the case of Onesimus as our example, 
I want to show you five things about the grace of God. 
 
1. The grace of God always takes the initiative in 


salvation. 
2. The grace of God rules and overrules all things to 


accomplish its purpose. 
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3. The grace of God is always successful. 
4. Grace always gives God the glory. 
5. The grace of God is a door of hope for perishing 


sinners. 
 
THE INITIATIVE 
 
I. GRACE IS ALWAYS FIRST! ― The grace of God 


always takes the initiative in salvation. 
 


“Grace first contrived the way 
To save rebellious man; 
And all the steps that grace display 
Which drew the wondrous plan. 
 
Grace first inscribed my name 
In God’s eternal book: 
‘Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb, 
Who all my sorrows took.” 


 
A. Onesimus was the object of sovereign election. 


 
This poor slave did not know it, but he was the chosen 
object of God’s eternal, electing love. He was not worthy 
of God’s love. He did not desire God’s love. He did not 
seek God’s love. Nevertheless, he was loved of God from 
eternity. God had said concerning Onesimus, “I will be 
his God and he shall be my son.” And so it came to pass. 
 
• Grace passed by many slaves who were just like 


Onesimus, and chose him. 
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• Grace passed by many men and women at Colosse 
who were far nobler than Onesimus, and chose him. 


 
Illustration: David and His Brothers ― 1 Samuel 16 
 


As a general rule, the most unworthy of the unworthy, 
the most loathsome of the loathsome, the most useless of 
the useless, the most vile of the vile are the objects of 
God’s grace (1 Cor. 1:26-29; Jer. 31:3). What are you, 
and what am I that God should be merciful to us? 
 
(1 Corinthians 1:26-29)  For ye see your calling, 
brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But 
God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
28 And base things of the world, and things which are 
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are 
not, to bring to nought things that are: 29 That no flesh 
should glory in his presence. 
 
Let us never forget where we were, who we were, and 
what we were when the grace of God found us and 
called us by his grace (1 Cor. 1:26-28; 6:9-11; Isa. 
51:1). 
 
(Isaiah 51:1)  Hearken to me, ye that follow after 
righteousness, ye that seek the LORD: look unto the 
rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit 
whence ye are digged. 
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(1 Corinthians 6:9-11)  Know ye not that the unrighteous 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 
Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 
And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye 
are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
 


Illustration: The Remembrance Room 
 
• Be sure you understand this ― the grace of God is 


always sovereign (Rom. 9:15-16). 
 


(Romans 9:15-16)  For he saith to Moses, I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion. 16 So 
then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, 
but of God that showeth mercy. 


 
You have no claim upon the grace of God. God is in no 
way obliged to show you mercy. He can save you if he 
will, or he can damn you if he will. It is up to him. God is 
not in your hands. You are in God’s hands. The Lord 
God is sovereign. He does as it pleases him. 


 
• God chooses some, and passes by others. 
• God sent his Son to redeem some, but not others. 
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• God sends the gospel to some, and refuses to send 
it to others. 


• God sends his Spirit to call some, and leaves the 
rest to their own chosen darkness and ignorance. 


• This is God’s right as God. We gladly submit to 
his total, absolute sovereignty (Rom. 9:18-21). 


 
(Romans 9:18-21)  Therefore hath he mercy on whom he 
will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 19 
Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? 
For who hath resisted his will? 20 Nay but, O man, who 
art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed 
say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 
21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same 
lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto 
dishonour? 
 


“Mortals, be dumb; what creature dares 
Dispute His sovereign will? 
Ask no account of His affairs, 
But tremble and be still. 
 
Just like His nature is His grace, 
All sovereign, and all free; 
Great God, how searchless are Thy ways, 
How deep thy judgments be!” 


 
B. The Grace of God sought Onesimus. 
 
Onesimus did not seek God. God sought Onesimus. ― 
Onesimus was not looking for the Lord. The Lord was 
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looking for Onesimus. ― Onesimus did not want grace. 
Grace wanted Onesimus. ― Onesimus did not come to 
grace. Grace came to Onesimus. ― Onesimus did not 
find the Lord. The Lord found Onesimus. 
 


Illustration: “I didn’t know he was lost.” 
 
The name of God’s church is “Sought Out” (Isa. 61:12). 
The Lord God declares, “I am found of them that sought 
me not” (Isa. 65:1). Modern day religion says to the 
sinner, “You take the first step, and God will do the 
rest.” God says to the sinner, “‘Without me, ye can do 
nothing.’ You have no ability and no will to come to me. 
I will come and be gracious to whom I will be gracious.” 
Grace always takes the initiative in salvation. 
 


• God chose us; we did not choose him. 
• God gave us life; we did not give life to ourselves. 
• God sought us; we did not seek him. 
• God came to us; we did not come to him. 


 
“‘Tis not that I did choose Thee, 
For, Lord, that could not be, 
This heart would still refuse Thee, 
But Thou hast chosen me. 
Thou from the sin that stained me 
Washed me and set me free, 
And to this end ordained me, 
That I should live to Thee. 
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‘Twas sovereign mercy called me, 
And taught my opening mind; 
The world had else enthralled me, 
To heavenly glories blind: 
My heart owns none before Thee, 
For Thy rich grace I thirst; 
This knowing, if I love Thee, 
Thou must have loved me first.” 


 
ON TIME 
 
II. GRACE IS ALWAYS ON TIME. – It is never 


before time; and it is never behind time, but 
always on time! 


 
The grace of God rules and overrules all things to 
accomplish its purpose (Ps. 76:10; John 17:1-2; Rom. 
8:28). 
 
(Psalms 76:10)  Surely the wrath of man shall praise 
thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain. 
 
(John 17:1-2)  These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his 
eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; 
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 2 As 
thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should 
give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 
 
(Romans 8:28-30)  And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he 
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did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, 
them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he 
also glorified. 
 
Onesimus had no right to rob his master and 
runaway; but God was pleased to make use of 
Onesimus’ sin to accomplish his conversion. In the 
wise arrangement of divine providence, Onesimus’ evil 
deed brought him to the place where God would be 
gracious to him (Psa. 76:10). Look at verse 15. ― “For 
perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou 
shouldest receive him for ever.” 
 
PREVENIENT GRACE 
 
We must be careful here. Onesimus did exactly what 
he wanted to do. He freely exercised his “free-will,” and 
chose the path of wickedness. – Still, God had a hand in 
the whole affair. This is what the old writers used to call 
prevenient grace, grace that goes before and prepares the 
way for grace. (Compare Acts 2:23; 4:27-28; 13:29).  
 
(Acts 2:23)  “Him, being delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and 
by wicked hands have crucified and slain:” 
 
(Acts 4:27-28)  “For of a truth against thy holy child 
Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and 
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Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of 
Israel, were gathered together, (28) For to do whatsoever 
thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.” 
 
(Acts 13:29)  “And when they had fulfilled all that was 
written of him, they took him down from the tree, and 
laid him in a sepulchre.” 
 


Illustration: Adam’s Fall 
 


A. Onesimus madly ran the sinful course of his own 
“freewill.” 
 


Had not the Lord God sovereignly intervened, this man’s 
actions would surely have brought him to ruin and to 
hell. 
 
B. But God’s purpose of grace could not and would 


not be overturned. 
 


• Onesimus must come to Rome. 
• Onesimus must hear the gospel from Paul’s lips. 
• Paul and Onesimus must be brought to Rome at the 


same time – At just the right time. 
 
How will it all happen? The Lord God called the old 
serpent, Satan, into his service. 


 
• Satan tempted Onesimus, just at the right time, and 


persuaded him to steal his master’s goods. 
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• Satan led an angry mob to have Paul arrested at 
Jerusalem. 


• Having robbed his master, Onesimus was filled 
with fear and fled to Rome. 


• At last, on the appointed day, Onesimus comes 
before Paul, and Paul preached the gospel to him in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 


 
Illustrations: Brad and Iris 


   The Boy From CA in Lima, Peru 
   The Boys who Came in to Check the Time 


 
God almighty, when he intends to be gracious to a 
sinner, always brings the sinner whom he has chosen 
to the preacher whom he has chosen to hear the 
gospel (Rom. 10:14-17). 
 


• Perhaps he had been arrested. 
• Perhaps he came to Paul for help. 


 
At any rate, Onesimus and Paul meet face to face, at the 
appointed time, in the appointed place, for the appointed 
purpose. And I am here to tell you that it is still true… 
 


“God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm. 
 
Deep in unfathomable mines 
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Of never failing skill, 
He treasures up His vast designs 
And works His sovereign will.” 


 
Note: Here is a word of comfort and encouragement for 
you whose sons and daughters break your hearts through 
their rebellion and waywardness. Sometimes this is 
God’s appointed way of grace. ― It is far better to lose 
them for a season and gain them for eternity than to keep 
them at home in self-righteousness and to lose them for 
eternity. The wise thing for us to do is simply to submit 
to the will of God. ― “It is the Lord, let him do what 
seemeth him good.” 
 


Illustration: The Sailor in Havana. 
 


Aren’t you glad to know that the grace of God rules and 
overrules all things to accomplish its purpose? Grace is 
always on time. 


 
SUCCESSFUL 
 
III. GRACE IS SUCCESSFUL. ― The grace of 


God is always successful. 
 
Grace cannot be defeated. Grace cannot be thwarted. 
Grace cannot be overturned. Grace cannot be resisted. 
God had chosen Onesimus, and Onesimus must be 
saved. 
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A. Grace preserved Onesimus, provided for 
Onesimus, protected Onesimus, and led Onesimus 
all the days of his life, even in his rebellion (Heb. 
1:14; Hos. 2:8). 


 
(Hebrews 1:14)  Are they not all ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation? 
 
(Hosea 2:8)  For she did not know that I gave her corn, 
and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, 
which they prepared for Baal. 
 
B. At the appointed time, grace conquered Onesimus’ 


heart (Ezek. 16:3-8). 
 
(Ezekiel 16:3-8)  And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD 
unto Jerusalem; Thy birth and thy nativity is of the land 
of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother an 
Hittite. 4 And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast 
born thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in 
water to supple thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor 
swaddled at all. 5 None eye pitied thee, to do any of 
these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee; but thou 
wast cast out in the open field, to the loathing of thy 
person, in the day that thou wast born. 6 And when I 
passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own 
blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, 
Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, 
Live. 7 I have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the 
field, and thou hast increased and waxen great, and thou 
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art come to excellent ornaments: thy breasts are 
fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast 
naked and bare. 8 Now when I passed by thee, and 
looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of love; 
and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy 
nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a 
covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou 
becamest mine. 
 
By the power of God’s grace, Onesimus was made a 
new man in Christ. – Behold the wondrous, transforming 
power of the grace of our God! ― Grace changes a 
man’s character, and grace changes his behavior: – At 
Home! – At Work! – In All Things! 
 
Rowland Hill used to say, “I would not give half a 
penny for a man’s piety if his dog and cat were not 
better off after he is converted.” 
 
C. Mark this down, my friends, the grace of God is 


successful. – It is always be successful (Rom. 8:29-
30). 


 
(Romans 8:29-30)  For whom he did foreknow, he also 
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them 
he also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 
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The good Shepherd goes seeking his sheep. He never 
gives up the search until he finds his sheep. And he 
always fetches his sheep home. 
 
HONORS GOD 
 
IV. GRACE HONORS GOD. ― Grace always gives 


God the glory. 
 
This is the reason why God does things the way he does 
them, so that we might be “to the praise of the glory of 
his grace” (Ezek. 16:62-63; Eph. 1:3-14). 
 
(Ezekiel 16:62-63)  And I will establish my covenant 
with thee; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD: 63 
That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and 
never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, 
when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou hast 
done, saith the Lord GOD. 
 
I am sure that Onesimus gave God the glory due unto his 
name, and so do I. – “Salvation is of the Lord.” 
 


• He chose me. 
• He redeemed me. 
• He sought me. 
• He called me. 
• He came to me. 
• He gave me life. 
• He gave me faith. 
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• He keeps me. 
 
GIVES HOPE 
 
V. GRACE GIVES US HOPE. ― The grace of God is 


a door of hope for perishing sinners. 
 
My friends, the God that I preach to you is the God of all 
grace. “He delighteth in mercy.” Come now to the 
throne of grace (Heb. 4:16). Come in Submission. Come 
in Repentance. Come in faith. Come to Christ. Come 
home. 
 


Illustration: Tie a white handkerchief! 
 


• What a difference grace makes! 
• Grace alone makes the difference (1 Cor. 4:7). 


 
(1 Corinthians 4:7)  For who maketh thee to differ from 
another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? 
now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if 
thou hadst not received it? 
 


Amen. 
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 Readings: Bob Duff and David Burge 


 Introduction: 
 


When I was a nineteen year old boy the Lord graciously caused a 
faithful gospel preacher to cross my path who became a lifelong 
friend and a man of tremendous influence in my life. Bro. Harry 
Graham was already a fairly old man when I met him. He had 
pastored a small church in Ashboro, NC for most of his adult 
life. Shelby and I spent many evenings in his home, with his 
wife, Nola, in sweet fellowship. I was never in Bro. Graham’s 
company that I did not learn something that helped me. How 
much I learned from that faithful man! What a blessing he was, 
and continues to be, to my life. 
 


 One night, as I sat at his feet, on his hearth, just before 
leaving, Harry made this statement to me—“When God deals 
with a sinner in mercy, he takes him to hell first.” 
 


 That is a pretty good summary of the Book of Lamentations. 
In this little Book of masterful poetry, the Lord God explains to 
us, in a vivid picture why he sends judgment upon men, 
specifically why he afflicts his own elect (Lam. 3:31-33). 
 


(Lam 3:31-33)  "For the Lord will not cast off for ever: {32} But 
though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to 
the multitude of his mercies. {33} For he doth not afflict 
willingly nor grieve the children of men." 
 


OVERVIEW 
 


I will come back to these verses shortly; but first, let me give you 
an overview of Jeremiah’s Lamentations. As I just stated, this 
short Book of five chapters is a masterful piece of poetry. It is 
written almost entirely in an acrostic, like Psalm 119. Chapters 1, 
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2, and 4 each contain 22 verses. Each verse begins with a letter 
of the Hebrew alphabet, going through the entire alphabet. 
Chapter 3 contains 66 verses. In that chapter, every third verse 
begins with a letter from the Hebrew alphabet, going through the 
entire alphabet. 
 


 As the title (Lamentations) indicates, this is a book full of 
grief and sorrow, grief and sorrow caused by God’s judgment 
upon Judah and Jerusalem. The judgment Jeremiah had faithfully 
warned the nation of had now come to pass. The Babylonians 
had invaded the land, destroyed Jerusalem, and carried Israel 
away into captivity. 
 


 There was only a small remnant left in the city of Jerusalem. 
Jeremiah was among that remnant. The Book opens with 
weeping prophet weeping over the city and people he dearly 
loved, for whom he had labored faithfully all his life, as he 
beheld the ruins of the city. The Book begins with a burst of 
anguish and sorrow. 
 


(Lam 1:1-3)  "How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of 
people! how is she become as a widow! she that was great 
among the nations, and princess among the provinces, how is she 
become tributary! {2} She weepeth sore in the night, and her 
tears are on her cheeks: among all her lovers she hath none to 
comfort her: all her friends have dealt treacherously with her, 
they are become her enemies. {3} Judah is gone into captivity 
because of affliction, and because of great servitude: she 
dwelleth among the heathen, she findeth no rest: all her 
persecutors overtook her between the straits." 
 


Jeremiah seems to be on one of the hills overlooking the city. 
There he sat down and wept, and lamented his lamentation over 
Jerusalem, mourning the fall of his country. The desolation of the 
city by the Babylonian army is described by Jeremiah in his 
Book of Lamentations with all the vividness of an eye-witness. 
 


CHRIST 
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Six hundred years later we see that Prophet of whom all the 
prohets spoke, the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior, upon the slopes 
of the Mount of Olives. The sight of that proud, rebellious city, 
doomed by their own obstinate rebellion brought such a mighty 
rush of compassion to the soul of our Savior that he wept aloud. 
The Man of Sorrows cried… 
 


(Mat 23:37-38)  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! {38} 
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate." 
 


It is obvious, then, at the outset, that the weeping prophet was a 
type of our weeping Savior. There are pictures of Christt scatterd 
throughout these five chapters. Both Jeremiah in his sorrow and 
Jerusalem under the wrath of God portray our Redeemer. 
 


(Lam 1:12)  "Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and 
see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done 
unto me, wherewith the LORD hath afflicted me in the day of his 
fierce anger." 
 


(Lam 2:15-16)  "All that pass by clap their hands at thee; they 
hiss and wag their head at the daughter of Jerusalem, saying, Is 
this the city that men call The perfection of beauty, The joy of 
the whole earth? {16} All thine enemies have opened their mouth 
against thee: they hiss and gnash the teeth: they say, We have 
swallowed her up: certainly this is the day that we looked for; we 
have found, we have seen it." 
 


(Mat 27:39)  "And they that passed by reviled him, wagging 
their heads." 


 


(Lam 3:8)  "Also when I cry and shout, he shutteth out my 
prayer." 
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(Mat 27:46)  "And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a 
loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 


 


(Lam 3:14)  "I was a derision to all my people; and their song all 
the day." 
 


(Psa 69:12)  "They that sit in the gate speak against me; and I 
was the song of the drunkards." 


 


(Lam 3:15)  "He hath filled me with bitterness, he hath made me 
drunken with wormwood." 
 


(Lam 3:19)  "Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the 
wormwood and the gall." 
 


(Psa 69:21)  "They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my 
thirst they gave me vinegar to drink." 
 


(Lam 3:30)  "He giveth his cheek to him that smiteth him: he is 
filled full with reproach." 
 


(Psa 69:20)  "Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of 
heaviness: and I looked for some to take pity, but there was 
none; and for comforters, but I found none." 


 


These verses clearly speak of our Savior. The language 
reminds us of Isaiah’s prophetic words. 
 


(Isa 50:6)  "I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them 
that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and 
spitting." 
 


This was fulfilled by the smiting of our Lord by the soldiers 
when he was brought before Pilate for judgment. So this little 
book of Lamentations captures the agony and sorrow that was so 
much a part of our Lord's ministry throughout his life, 
particularly when he was made to be sin for us and suffered all 
the horror of God’s infinite wrath as our Substitute at Calvary. 
Our Redeemer earned the title—"A man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief" (Is. 53:3). 
 







Through The Bible Series—LAMENTATIONS 
 


 
5 


SUBSTITUTION 
 


If you read these chapters with care, you cannot avoid seeing that 
Jeremiah assumed the sins of his people as his own sins and 
spoke of God’s judgment as that which had fallen upon him for 
sin. As it was with Jeremiah in the typical picture, it was with our 
Savior in reality. Our all-glorious Christ, as our sin-atoning 
Substitute, was made to be sin for us, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him (2 Cor. 5:21). He was cursed that 
we might be blessed (Gal. 3:13). He died for us, the Just for the 
unjust, that we might be made just and live forever. 
 


DIVINE JUDGMENT 
 


Throughout these five chapters, we are taught that judgment is 
the work of God, the righteous retribution of God upon men 
because of wilful rebellion and sin. And we are taught that all for 
whom the Lord God has reserved mercy are made to 
acknowledge that God’s righteous judgments are just that—
righteous and just. 
 


Chapter 1—In the first part of chapter 1 Jeremiah speaks of 
Jerusalem as a woman bereft of her husband and children. In the 
second part Zion speaks, and bewails her misery, identifying 
himself with the people, their sins, and the judgment they had 
earned. She acknowledges that her punishment is from the Lord, 
and confesses “The Lord is righteous; I have rebelled” (1:18). 
 


Chapter 2—In chapter 2 the prophet gives a remarkable 
description of the ruin of Jerusalem. No less than 48 times in 
these 22 verse, Jeremiah declares that all the things Judah 
suffered was God’s work. 
 


Chapter 3—In chapter 3 Jeremiah again ascribes the judgments 
that befell the city as the work of God. Twenty-two times he 
asserts that fact. Again, he makes the miseries of the people his 
own. Out of the midst of the misery he stays himself upon the 
Lord’s faithfulness and his unfailing compassion, and asserts 
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unhesitatingly that, “He doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men” (3:33). 
 


Chapter 4—In the fourth chapter God’s fearful judgments are 
again described. “The Lord hath accomplished his fury” (4:11) 
 


Chapter 5—In the fifth chapter it is not the prophet who speaks, 
not the substitute, but the people. Chapter five shows us what 
happens when the Lord God brings sinners to repentance. He 
brings his elect down to hell that he might cause them to cry to 
him for mercy, confessing their guilt and sin, before the holy, 
sovereign Lord God. That is what we see here. 
 


(Lam 5:1)  "Remember, O LORD, what is come upon us: 
consider, and behold our reproach." 
 


(Lam 5:15-17)  "The joy of our heart is ceased; our dance is 
turned into mourning. {16} The crown is fallen from our head: 
woe unto us, that we have sinned! {17} For this our heart is faint; 
for these things our eyes are dim." 
 


(Lam 5:19)  "Thou, O LORD, remainest for ever; thy throne 
from generation to generation." 
 


(Lam 5:21-22)  "Turn thou us unto thee, O LORD, and we shall 
be turned; renew our days as of old. {22} But thou hast utterly 
rejected us; thou art very wroth against us." 
 


THEW MESSAGE 
 


Now, turn back to chapter three and let me show you the 
message of this Book. Remember, the judgments decribed here 
did not fall upon the Philestines, the Ammonites, or the 
Moabites. The people here severely afflicted, brought into 
terrible bondage, were the children of Israel, God’s covenant 
people. They were brought down that they might be brought up. 
They were abased that they might be exalted. They were laid low 
that they might be lifted up. In all things that physical nation, the 
physical seed of Abraham, was representative and typical of 
God’s elect, the spiritual seed of Abraham, the Israel of God. 
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• Here is our hope (3:21-25). 
 


(Lam 3:21-25)  "This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 
{22} It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not. {23} They are new every 
morning: great is thy faithfulness. {24} The LORD is my portion, 
saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him. {25} The LORD is 
good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him." 
 


• Here is God’s counsel (3:26-30). 
 


(Lam 3:26-30)  "It is good that a man should both hope and 
quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD. {27} It is good for a 
man that he bear the yoke in his youth. {28} He sitteth alone and 
keepeth silence, because he hath borne it upon him. {29} He 
putteth his mouth in the dust; if so be there may be hope. {30} He 
giveth his cheek to him that smiteth him: he is filled full with 
reproach." 
 


• Here is the explanation of God’s strange work (3:31-
33). 


 


Has the Lord God brought you down to hell? Has he sey his holy 
wrath in your heart? Has he made you to see that you are a child 
of wrath, deserving eternal damnation in hell? Has he convinced 
you that if you should right now fall into everlasting torment, 
that is exactly what you deserve? If so, listen carefully. This was 
written in the Book of God for you. 
 


(Lam 3:31-33)  "For the Lord will not cast off for ever: {32} But 
though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to 
the multitude of his mercies. {33} For he doth not afflict 
willingly nor grieve the children of men." 
 


 Salvation is obtained by simple, childlike faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. But any faith that does not arise from a felt need of 
Christ and is not accompanied by a genuine conviction of sin is 
not true faith. 
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• No Conviction – No conversion 


• No misery – No mercy 


• No grief – No grace 
 


 All who know the Lord God in the experience of his saving 
operations of grace freely acknowledge and frankly confess 
that God is strictly righteous in the exercise of his grace and 
truly gracious in his righteous judgments (Ps. 32:1-4; 51:1-5). 
These are the things that Jeremiah learned by deep, painful 
experience and recorded in this third chapter of Lamentations for 
our learning and comfort. I want us to focus our attention on 
verse 32. In this verse the Holy Spirit calls our attention to three 
things by the pen of his prophet. 
 


• God’s strange doing – “But though he cause grief.” 


• God’s sweet delight – “Yet will he have compassion.” 


• God’s sovereign design – “According to the multitude of 
his mercies.” 


 


Proposition: Before God shows mercy he causes grief; and both 
works of grace, the grief that precedes it and the mercy that 
follows, are according to God’s sovereign, eternal purpose. 
 


I. First, Jeremiah mentions GOD’S STRANGE DOING – “But 
though he cause grief.” 
 


He acknowledged the fact that the Lord our God is the first 
cause of all things. He performs all things for his people. He 
works all things together for good to his elect. The doctrine of 
God’s universal providence is not some secret doctrine hidden in 
the obscure pages of one of the minor prophets. It is a doctrine 
taught and illustrated throughout the Bible. It is obvious in the 
history of every child of grace and the confession of every sinner 
who is taught of God. 
 


A. When you read this third chapter of Lamentations, you 
understand that Jeremiah was a man who had experienced 
terrible grief in his soul; but, being a man of God-given faith, he 
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understood and acknowledged that the cause of all his grief 
was the Lord his God – “Though he cause grief.” 
 


 The prophet of God acknowledged God in all his ways, and 
owned him as the origin of all things. Twenty-two times, 
referring to his woes in verses 1-17, he said, “God did it!” 
 


• When he was afflicted, he said it was by the rod of God’s 
wrath (v. 1). 


• When his soul was brought into bondage, he said God had 
hedged him about and put a chain upon him (v. 7). 


• When his soul was bought into bondage, he said God had 
hedged him about and put a chain upon him (v. 7). 


• When he was overwhelmed with grief, he said, He “hath 
pulled me in pieces” (vv. 8-19). 


• When he was, by these things brought to utter 
hopelessness in himself, he found hope in the Lord God 
(vv. 21-31). 


 


Oh, blessed, blessed, blessed are those sinners who have 
been brought down to utter hopelessness in themselves that 
they might find hope in the Lord God! 


 


 a. The basis of hope is the Lord God himself (vv. 21-25). 
 


(Lam 3:21-25)  "This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 
{22} It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not. {23} They are new every 
morning: great is thy faithfulness. {24} The LORD is my portion, 
saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him. {25} The LORD is 
good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him." 
 


 (1.) His abundant mercies! 


 (2.) His unfailing compassions! 


 (3.) His great faithfulness! 


 (4.) His infinite fullness (v. 24). 


 (5.) His saving goodness! 
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 b. The only thing an utterly helpless, hopeless sinner can 
do for God’s salvation is wait (v. 26). 
 


 c. The place where a sinner ought to wait and must wait 
for God’s salvation is in the dust of repentance before the 
throne of grace (vv. 27-31). We must… 
 


(Lam 3:27-31)  "It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his 
youth. {28} He sitteth alone and keepeth silence, because he hath 
borne it upon him. {29} He putteth his mouth in the dust; if so be 
there may be hope. {30} He giveth his cheek to him that smiteth 
him: he is filled full with reproach. {31} For the Lord will not 
cast off for ever:" 
 


 (1.) Bear the yoke of guilt – Conviction (v. 27). 


 (2.) Personally do business wit the Almighty (v. 28). 


 (3.) Make our headquarters in the dust (v. 29) – Repentance. 


 (4.) Justify God in our own condemnation (v. 30). 


 (5.) Look to God in Christ for mercy (v. 31) – The Publican! 
 


B. This is what Jeremiah is teaching us. I cannot explain it to 
folks who have not experienced it. But this is the experience of 
every heaven born soul. There is a felt darkness and confusion 
in the soul when God convinces a sinner of his personal vileness 
and hell worthiness. 
 


 This is the grief Jeremiah is talking about. It is a spiritual 
grief caused in the soul by God. 
 


 1. We recognize that every event of providence that brings 
grief is God’s work. 
 


 a. He brings the cloud over the earth as well as the 
sunshine (Gen. 9:14). If there were no clouds, you would 
never see a rainbow! 


 


 b. He makes peace and creates evil in the earth (Isa. 45:7). 
 


 2. But the eye of faith also sees that spiritual grief and 
sorrow are the works of God’s hands. God’s holy displeasure 
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with sin is seen everywhere. It must be experienced and 
acknowledged. 
 


 a. When Adam sinned in the garden, God made him feel 
his hot displeasure (Gen. 3:17-19). 


 


 b. When God gave his law at Sinai, the thunder and the 
darkness, and the trembling made known his displeasure with 
sin in a way that Israel felt it and heard it. 


 


 c. And when God comes to a sinner in saving 
operations of grace, the very first thing he does is make that 
sinner to know his displeasure. God will never give grace 
where he does not cause grief (John 16:8-12). 


 


 “When sin is not felt and hated, salvation will never be 
enjoyed. Where wrath has not been dreaded, love will not be 
experienced. The heart that is a stranger to misery must be a 
foreigner to mercy.” (Thomas Bradbury). 
 


 Do you remember what I told you Bro. Harry Graham taught 
me?—“When God deals with a sinner in mercy, he takes him to 
hell first.” (Harry Graham). 
 


(John 16:8-11)  "And when he is come, he will reprove the world 
of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: {9} Of sin, 
because they believe not on me; {10} Of righteousness, because I 
go to my Father, and ye see me no more; {11} Of judgment, 
because the prince of this world is judged." 
 


C. This is God’s strange doing, his strange work. He causes 
grief so that he may bestow grace! 
 


 He created “the waster to destroy” (Isa. 54:16) all earthly, 
creature comfort, to bring us down to hell (Ps. 107), so that we 
might look to the crucified Christ and find all comfort for our 
souls in him alone. 
 


• God’s dealings with Ephraim (Hos. 5:14 – 6:3). 
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(Hosea 5:14-15)  "For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a 
young lion to the house of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go away; 
I will take away, and none shall rescue him. {15} I will go and 
return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek 
my face: in their affliction they will seek me early." 
 


(Hosea 6:1-3)  "Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he 
hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind 
us up. {2} After two days will he revive us: in the third day he 
will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. {3} Then shall we 
know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is 
prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, 
as the latter and former rain unto the earth." 
 


• Eliphaz to Job (Job 5:17-18). 
 


(Job 5:17-18)  "Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: 
therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty: {18} 
For he maketh sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands 
make whole." 
 


 It is my prayer that God will bring you to grieve over your 
sin. Those who are grieved by God, God alone can gladden. 
Do what it will, the world cannot comfort when God convicts. 
“Blessed are they that mourn.” 
 


Illustration: My own experience. 
 


II. That, I hope, will explain God’s strange doing. But I must 
move on. Secondly, Jeremiah speaks of GOD’S SWEET 
DELIGHT – “Yet, will he have compassion!” 
 


How sweet! How blessed! “Though he cause grief, yet will he 
have compassion!” He who wounds us will heal us. God, who 
makes us to know and feel our ruin, will also make us to know 
his remedy for our ruin in Christ. “He will have compassion!” 
 


A. What is compassion! 
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Compassion is co-passion. It is sympathy with the sufferings and 
sorrows of others. It is exhibited in making one’s self a 
companion with sufferers and mourners. 
 


 1. The unfailing compassions of the Triune God are made 
known to sinners in the gospel (Eph. 1:3-14). 
 


 a. The Father’s election! 


 b. The Son’s redemption! 


 c. The Spirit’s call! 
 


 When hell gaped for me as its coveted prey, when Satan 
roared against my soul until my very heart quaked and trembled, 
God almighty, in sovereign grace interposed himself. He stepped 
in between my soul and hell. And, instead of pouring out upon 
me the wrath that I know I fully deserved, he showed me that he 
had spent his wrath against me upon his dear Son, and embraced 
me in the arms of his everlasting love! (Eph. 2:1-4). 
 


 2. Nothing moves God to compassion but his own purpose 
of grace and the sovereign inclination of his own love. 
 


• Ps. 86:15 


• Romans 9:11-18 
 


B. The Lord God sends his messengers of compassion to 
sinners (2 Chron. 36:15). 


 


(2 Chr 36:15)  "And the LORD God of their fathers sent to them 
by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he 
had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place:" 


 


• His Son to redeem (1 John 4:10). 


• His servants to proclaim (Isa. 40:1-2). 


• His Spirit to convince (John 16:8). 
 


C. Who can read the biographies of the earthly life of the 
incarnate God, and doubt his compassion toward sinful men? 


 


• The fainting souls (Matt. 9:35-36). 


• The hungry multitude (Matt. 15:32). 
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• The blind eyes of poor men (Matt. 20:34). 


• The cry of a poor leper (Mk. 1:40-41). 


• The widow of Nain (Lk. 13:15). 


• The Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:30-35). 
 


1. Our great God is full of compassion toward his sinning 
people (Ps. 78:38). 


2. Our great Savior is a compassionate High Priest (Heb. 
5:2). 


3. The Holy Spirit of grace is a Spirit of compassion (Eph. 
4:30 – “Grieve” requires compassion). 
 


III. Thirdly, Jeremiah speaks of GOD’S SOVEREIGN 
DESIGN. 
 


He causes grief that he might have compassion “according to the 
multitude of his mercies.” Did you ever notice how those words 
“according to” are used in the Scriptures to explain God’s works 
of grace for and in his people? 
 


• Predestination (Eph. 1:11). 


• Spiritual blessings (Eph. 1:3-4). 


• Redemption and forgiveness (Eph. 1:6-7). 


• Supplied needs (Phil. 4:19). 


• Grace to help (Eph. 4:7). 


• Divine providence (Rom. 8:28). 
 


Everything God does or allows to be done is by design. He says, 
“My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure” (Isa. 
46:10). He purposes! He performs! He perfects! Hell itself and 
all its influences do no more than serve his purpose! 


 


Great is the mystery, truly great 


That hell’s designs should hell defeat. 


But here eternal wisdom shines, 


For Satan works what God designs! 
 


 That misery of sin that God brings by conviction is the 
forerunner of mercy, which God purposed to perform in 







Through The Bible Series—LAMENTATIONS 
 


 
15 


eternity. Felt misery for sins we have committed is a hopeful 
sign that the mercy is near which God predestinated! 
 


 Let me wrap this message up by telling you about God’s 
mercy. 
 


 A. Lot called it magnified mercy (Gen. 19:19).   


B. Nehemiah called it “Manifold mercies” (Neh. 9:27) - 
Mercy for sinners of every kind and clime. 
 


 B. Jeremiah here calls it multitudinous mercy. What a revenue 
of mercy there is in God! He is “rich in mercy” (Eph. 2:4). “He 
delighteth in mercy” (Mic. 7:18). God’s multiplied mercies 
remove our multiplied miseries. 
 


• Eternal mercy! 


• Sure mercy! 


• Forgiving mercy (Ps. 51)! 


• Daily mercy! 
 


Application: Isaiah 55:7 
 


(Isa 55:7)  "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will 
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon." 
 


Illustration: The Handkerchief 
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        Christ is Better! 
 Text:   Hebrews 1:1-4 
 Introduction: 
 
The Psalmist David, speaking prophetically of Christ’s 
great accomplishments as our Savior, sang, ― “His 
glory is great in thy salvation: honour and majesty hast 
thou laid upon him. For thou hast made him most 
blessed for ever” (Ps. 21:5-6). In the book of Hebrews 
the Holy Spirit tells us something of the great glory of 
our God and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. Just listen to 
the opening words of this magnificent epistle… 
 
(Hebrews 1:1-4)  “God, who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, (2) Hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds; (3) Who being the 
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 
person, and upholding all things by the word of his 
power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat 
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; (4) 
Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath 
by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
they.” 
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Truly his glory is great! May God the Holy Spirit show 
us something of it tonight and cause us to worship him. 
 
We are not told who wrote this epistle, when it was 
written, or to whom it was written. It was obviously 
written to men and women of Jewish ancestry who were 
born of God; but we have no indication where they were 
located.2 
 
These Jewish believers, being constantly pressured by 
family and friends to go back to their former religion, to 
go back to Judaism, needed encouragement to remain 
stedfast, to “hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of 
hope firm unto the end” (3:6). Like the saints at Galatia, 
Judaizers were trying to get them to go back to the 
Mosaic law, back to Jewish ritualism, back to empty, 
meaningless religious activity, to give up the way of life 
and faith in Christ. Everywhere, on every side, they were 
harassed, pressured, and persecuted for the gospel’s 
sake, because they had abandoned the religion of their 
father’s and trusted Christ alone for righteousness with 
God. 
 
In a word, they faced the same pressures God’s saints 
face in all places and in all ages. This epistle was written 
by divine inspiration to God’s saints everywhere, 


                                                           
2 The lack of information about these things is not accidental. God the 
Holy Spirit, whose Word this is, intended for every person who picks 
it up and reads it to read it as God’s Word specifically to him. 
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inspiring relentless devotion to Christ, by showing us his 
great glory in salvation. 
 
CHRIST’S WORK 
 
As we read these 13 chapters, describing the greatness of 
our Savior’s glory in the salvation he accomplished, we 
should not be at all surprised to see that the focus of the 
entire epistle is that salvation which the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God has accomplished. We are 
reminded of five great facts about Christ and his work as 
our Mediator throughout this epistle. 
 
1. Everything that the Lord Jesus Christ did for us, 


as our Substitute and Savior he did by himself, 
alone (1:3; 2:14, 18; 7:27; 9:12-14, 25-26; 12:3). 
There was none to help him. He purged our sins by 
himself, offered himself, gave himself, and obtained 
eternal redemption for us by himself. His glory is 
great in salvation precisely because it is his work 
alone. 


 
2. Everything that the Lord Jesus Christ did for us, 


as our Substitute and Savior, he did just once 
(7:27; 9:12, 26-28; 10:10). There was no need for 
anything he did to be done twice. Once was enough. 
He lived once. He obeyed once. He died once. He 
arose once. Once is enough. 


 
(Hebrews 7:26-27)  “For such an high priest became us, 
who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, 
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and made higher than the heavens; (27) Who needeth not 
daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for 
his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did 
once, when he offered up himself.” 
 
(Hebrews 9:11-12)  “But Christ being come an high 
priest of good things to come, by a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, 
not of this building; (12) Neither by the blood of goats 
and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into 
the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for 
us.” 
 
(Hebrews 9:26-28)  “For then must he often have 
suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once 
in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself. (27) And as it is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: (28) 
So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and 
unto them that look for him shall he appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation.” 
 
(Hebrews 10:9-10)  “Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy 
will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may 
establish the second. (10) By the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all.” 
 
3. Everything the Son of God did as the God-man 


our Savior, our Substitute, everything he did for 
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the salvation of God’s elect, he did for us all alike 
(2:9; 6:20; 9:12; 10:10, 20; 11:40). 


 
• He tasted death for us all (2:9). ― The Son of God 


died to bring us all to Glory. 
• He entered into heaven for us, as a forerunner 


(6:20). 
• He sanctified every sinner for whom he died by his 


blood and perfected us all forever by his once for 
all sacrifice for us (10:10, 14). 


• The Lord Jesus has made a way for us all to 
approach and find acceptance with God (10:20). 


• And all God’s elect, every sinner in the universe 
who believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, shall obtain 
the same eternal inheritance in Christ (11:40). ― 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Peter, James and John, 
Paul and you and I shall all be made perfect 
together! 


 
4. Everything that our Savior did for our salvation, 


he did perfectly. Nothing needs to be, and nothing 
can be added to it (10:10-14). 


 
The Lord Jesus Christ is the perfect God, the perfect 
Man, the perfect Son, the perfect priest, the perfect 
Sacrifice, the perfect Altar, the perfect Tabernacle, the 
perfect Captain of our Salvation, and the perfect Surety. 
And he has “perfected for ever them that are sanctified!” 
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5. Because everything he did he did perfectly, and 
because he is the perfect God-man, because all that he 
did he did as our Representative, Substitute, and 
Surety, everything he did is of infinite value and 
efficacy. That simply means that everything he did 
has everlasting consequence. — It is forever (1:8; 
5:6; 6:20; 7:17, 21; 10:12-14; 13:20). 


 
• His throne is forever. 
• His priesthood is forever. 
• He has perfected and sanctified us forever. 
• His covenant is an everlasting covenant. 


 
GOD-MAN 
 
Nowhere is Scripture is our Savior’s eternal deity and 
glorious humanity more clearly set forth than it is in the 
first two chapters of Hebrews. Remember, the purpose 
of this epistle is to show forth the greatness of Christ’s 
glory in the accomplishment of our salvation and to 
encourage us to remain stedfast in the confidence of our 
faith in him. What better way could this goal be 
accomplished than by reminding us at the outset that he 
who is our Savior is both God and man in one glorious 
person? Because he is a man like us in all things, sin 
alone excepted, he is able to understand all our needs. 
Because he is God over all, he is able to meet all our 
needs. 
 
CENTRAL DOCTRINE 
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The central doctrine of this epistle is Christ’s eternal 
Priesthood and his finished, efficacious sacrifice for the 
redemption and salvation of his people. The book of 
Hebrews stresses the infinite importance and efficacious 
power of Christ’s sin-atoning blood in obtaining eternal 
redemption for us, in purging the conscience, in opening 
to us the heavenly sanctuary. 
 
BETTER 
 
The key word in the book of Hebrews is “better” (1:4; 
6:9; 7:7, 19, 22; 8:6; 9:23; 10:34; 11:16, 35, 40; 12:24). 
One purpose of this book is to show use that Christ is 
“better” than all who came before him. He is better than 
the prophets, better than the angels, better than Moses, 
better than Joshua, and better than Aaron. He is Surety 
of a better covenant, established upon better promises, 
giving a better hope. Christ our Savior is better than the 
tabernacle, the altar, and the mercy-seat. He is a better 
Sacrifice, offering better blood, giving us a better access 
to and better standing before the holy Lord God. In all 
things Christ is better than all others. He is infinitely 
better. He is the best! 
 
Christ is better than the prophets (1:1-4). ― Each of 
the prophets gave us a partial revelation of God and his 
purpose. Reading the prophets and studying their 
messages, we leave each one thinking (as they intended), 
“This is not the final word. There is more to be 
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revealed.” Christ is the perfect, complete, full, and final 
revelation of God. 


• The prophets were mere messengers. Christ is the 
Message.  


• The prophets were mere men. Christ is the Creator, 
Ruler, Redeemer, and Savior of men.  


• The prophets were sinners in need of atonement. 
Christ is atonement. By his one sacrifice, “he 
purged our sins” and “sat down on the right hand 
of the Majesty on high,” because his work was 
finished and accepted. 


 
Christ is better than the angels (1:4-2:18). ― The 
angels are creatures of God. He is the Son of God (v. 5). 
The angels were commanded of God to worship the 
Lord Jesus Christ, his incarnate Son, as God in his 
humiliation as he came into the world (v. 6). God never 
commanded an angel to sit with him on his throne, but 
he said to his Son, when he had finished his work of 
redemption as our Substitute, “Sit thou on my right hand, 
until I make thine enemies thy footstool” (vv. 7-13). 
Christ is one with the Father, in every way his equal. But 
the angels are “all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation” (v. 
14). 
 
They minister for those who shall be the heirs of 
salvation; but Christ is our Savior (2:6-18). He visited 
the earth in human flesh, made a little lower than the 
angels that he might taste death for all his elect (referred 
to by the words “every man” in verse 9). 







Through The Bible Series #58 —HEBREWS 
 


9 


• His elect are every man numbered among the many 
sons he shall bring to glory (v. 10). 


• His elect are those who are sanctified by him, 
whom he calls brethren (v. 11). 


• His elect are the children the Father gave him to 
redeem and save (v. 13). 


• His elect, every man for whom he tasted death, are 
the seed of Abraham on whom he took hold to 
redeem and save (v. 16). 


 
Christ is better than Moses (3:1-19). ― Moses, of 
course, represents the law of God. He was a servant in 
the house. Christ is Builder and the Master of the house. 
God’s elect, his church and kingdom are his house. In 
this house Moses was a servant for a season. But Moses 
could not bring the children of Israel into the land of 
promise because he represented the law, and the law 
cannot save. It cannot give rest. Moses had to die in the 
wilderness. Joshua was raised up to take his place and to 
lead Israel into Canaan, into the land of rest. But Joshua, 
too, was but a man typical of Christ. 
 
Christ is better than Joshua (4:1-16). ― As Joshua 
brought Israel into the typical land of promise, the land 
of blessedness, bounty, and rest, so the Lord Jesus Christ 
brings God’s elect into rest by his omnipotent grace. As 
Israel’s enemies were conquered by the hand of God in 
Joshua’s day, so our enemies were conquered by God 
our Savior, our Joshua, the Lord Jesus Christ (Col. 2:13-
15). 
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Christ is better than the sabbath (4:9-11). ― The Old 
Testament sabbath was typical of Christ, too, who is our 
true Sabbath. The sabbath rest of faith in Christ was 
typified by God ceasing from his works of creation and 
resting on the seventh day and in Israel resting in 
Canaan. As the Lord God ceased from his works, sinners 
enter into rest when they cease from their works and 
trust Christ alone for acceptance with God. Just as surely 
as Christ our Substitute has entered into his rest in 
Glory, there is a vast multitude of sinners in this world 
who must also enter into his rest. They must enter in 
because God ordained, and because Christ has obtained 
it for us. 
 
Christ is better than Aaron (4:14-7:28). ― Beginning 
at the end of chapter 4 and going through chapter 7, the 
Holy Spirit tells us that the Lord Jesus Christ is our great 
High Priest, and that he is a Priest better than Aaron with 
a better priesthood than Aaron’s typical priesthood in 
Israel. 
 
(Hebrews 4:14-16)  “Seeing then that we have a great 
high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold fast our profession. (15) For we have 
not an high priest which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin. (16) Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ is a Priest who is God, but also 
man, a Priest who is touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, but a Priest who can do something about our 
infirmities. He is a Priest upon a throne, the throne of the 
universe, God over all and blessed forever, but his 
throne is a throne of grace. And he bids sinners come 
boldly to his throne in every time of need, assuring us 
that we shall obtain grace to help in our time of need. He 
is our everlasting Priest, a Priest after the order of 
Melchizedek, whose Priesthood is unchangeable. 
Because Christ is our Priest, accepted of God forever, 
the God of Glory has confirmed the everlasting 
acceptance of his elect in him by his own oath and 
decree, giving us a “good hope through grace” (6:17-
20). 
 
(Hebrews 6:17-20)  “Wherein God, willing more 
abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the 
immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: 
(18) That by two immutable things, in which it was 
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon 
the hope set before us: (19) Which hope we have as an 
anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which 
entereth into that within the veil; (20) Whither the 
forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high 
priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.” 
 
All Aaron could do was offer typical sacrifices and 
make ceremonial cleansings. Christ is a better Priest. 
His work is neither typical nor ceremonial, but real and 
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sure. He is a Priest who is able to save and save unto the 
uttermost all who come to God by him. He who is our 
Priest is the omnipotent Lion of the tribe of Judah (7:11-
27). If our Lord, who came not from the tribe of Levi but 
from the tribe of Judah, was to be our High Priest, “there 
is made of necessity a change also of the law” (7:12). 
The law regarding these things was disannulled because 
of its weakness and unprofitableness (7:18; Rom. 8:4). 


 
The Lord Jesus Christ could not be our great High Priest 
before God, except the Levitical law which required the 
priests to be of the tribe of Levi be set aside and be made 
of no effect. That legal system under which the Jews 
lived and worshipped God in the Old Testament was 
only temporary and typical. Once Christ came and 
fulfilled it in its entirety, he put and end to the typical, 
Levitical system altogether (Rom. 10:4). 
 
“It is yet far more evident” that our Lord Jesus Christ is 
a great High Priest infinitely superior to Aaron because 
those priests were temporary, made priests “after the law 
of a carnal commandment,” without an oath, for a 
limited time. Christ was made a Priest forever after the 
order of Melchizedek and the oath of God in his eternal 
decree, by the power of an endless life (Heb. 7:11-27). 
 
(Heb 7:11-27)  “If therefore perfection were by the 
Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the 
law,) what further need was there that another priest 
should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be 
called after the order of Aaron? (12) For the priesthood 
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being changed, there is made of necessity a change also 
of the law. (13) For he of whom these things are spoken 
pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave 
attendance at the altar. (14) For it is evident that our 
Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake 
nothing concerning priesthood. (15) And it is yet far 
more evident: for that after the similitude of 
Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, (16) Who is 
made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but 
after the power of an endless life. (17) For he testifieth, 
Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 
(18) For there is verily a disannulling of the 
commandment going before for the weakness and 
unprofitableness thereof. (19) For the law made nothing 
perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the 
which we draw nigh unto God. (20) And inasmuch as 
not without an oath he was made priest: (21) (For those 
priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath 
by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not 
repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of 
Melchisedec:) (22) By so much was Jesus made a surety 
of a better testament. (23) And they truly were many 
priests, because they were not suffered to continue by 
reason of death: (24) But this man, because he 
continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. (25) 
Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them. (26) For such an high priest 
became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 
from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; (27) 
Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up 
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sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: 
for this he did once, when he offered up himself.” 
 
Christ is the Surety and Mediator of a better 
covenant, with better promises. ― The old covenant 
was a conditional covenant of law and works. In that 
covenant the whole weight of responsibility was upon 
the shoulders of men. The new covenant of which Christ 
is the Surety is an unconditional covenant of pure, free 
grace. In this covenant nothing depends upon men. In 
this covenant the whole weight of responsibility was laid 
upon the shoulders of One who is mighty, our great 
Surety, the Lord Jesus Christ (8:6-12). 
 
(Hebrews 8:6-12)  “But now hath he obtained a more 
excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator 
of a better covenant, which was established upon better 
promises. (7) For if that first covenant had been 
faultless, then should no place have been sought for the 
second. (8) For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, 
the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah: (9) Not according to the covenant that I made 
with their fathers in the day when I took them by the 
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they 
continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, 
saith the Lord. (10) For this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the 
Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them 
in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they 
shall be to me a people: (11) And they shall not teach 







Through The Bible Series #58 —HEBREWS 
 


15 


every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the 
least to the greatest. (12) For I will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I 
remember no more.” 
 
Christ is a better Tabernacle (9:1-28). ― Everything 
in the Old Testament tabernacle, and later the temple, 
was typical of Christ. They were but “a figure for the 
time then present...until the time of reformation.” Christ 
is the true Tabernacle. He is the true place of worship 
and blessing. 
 
(Hebrews 9:11-16)  “But Christ being come an high 
priest of good things to come, by a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, 
not of this building; (12) Neither by the blood of goats 
and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into 
the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for 
us. (13) For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 
ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to 
the purifying of the flesh: (14) How much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without spot to God, purge your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God? (15) And for 
this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that 
by means of death, for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were under the first testament, they 
which are called might receive the promise of eternal 
inheritance. (16) For where a testament is, there must 
also of necessity be the death of the testator.” 
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Christ is a better Sacrifice (10:1-39). ― All the laws, 
sacrifices, holy days, and religious observances of the 
Old Testament were only typical rituals. They could 
never take away sin and give sinners acceptance with 
God. Christ did and does! 
 


“Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain, 
Could give the guilty conscience peace, 
Or wash away the stain. 
 
But Christ, the heavenly Lamb, 
Takes all our sins away: 
A Sacrifice of nobler name 
And richer blood than they. 
 
Believing, we rejoice 
To see the curse remove: 
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice, 
And sing redeeming love!” 
 


Christ and his sacrifice, his finished work as our 
Substitute and Savior is the whole of our acceptance 
with God, the whole of our peace from God, and the 
whole of our assurance before God. 
 
(Hebrews 10:4-22)  “For it is not possible that the blood 
of bulls and of goats should take away sins. (5) 
Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, 
Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast 
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thou prepared me: (6) In burnt offerings and sacrifices 
for sin thou hast had no pleasure. (7) Then said I, Lo, I 
come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to 
do thy will, O God. (8) Above when he said, Sacrifice 
and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou 
wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are 
offered by the law; (9) Then said he, Lo, I come to do 
thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may 
establish the second. (10) By the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. (11) And every priest standeth daily 
ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, 
which can never take away sins: (12) But this man, after 
he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down 
on the right hand of God; (13) From henceforth 
expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. (14) For 
by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified. (15) Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness 
to us: for after that he had said before, (16) This is the 
covenant that I will make with them after those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in 
their minds will I write them; (17) And their sins and 
iniquities will I remember no more. (18) Now where 
remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin. 
(19) Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, (20) By a new and 
living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is to say, his flesh; (21) And having an high 
priest over the house of God; (22) Let us draw near with 
a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
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sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water.” 
 
Christ is the better Object of faith (11:1-40). ― In 
chapter 11 the Apostle shows us that Christ is the better 
Object of faith, better than any that any man may 
choose, for he is the only Object of faith among God’s 
saints throughout the ages. He alone is the One by whom 
Abel worshipped God and Enoch walked with God and 
pleased him. Christ is the Ark of Salvation in whom 
Noah trusted. He is the One with whom Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob walked. Joseph, Moses, and Joshua, Rahab, 
Samson, and David, all God’s saints of old believed him, 
lived by him, died in him, and reign with him in heaven 
today. 
 
Let us, like those countless multitudes of old, trust Christ 
alone as our Savior. It is only by believing him that we 
can know our election by him (11:1-3). It is only by faith 
in him that we can understand the things of God. (11:3). 
And it is only by believing him that we can please God 
(11:6). 
 
(Hebrews 11:1-3)  “Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (2) For by it 
the elders obtained a good report. (3) Through faith we 
understand that the worlds were framed by the word of 
God, so that things which are seen were not made of 
things which do appear.” 
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(Hebrews 11:6)  “But without faith it is impossible to 
please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.” 
 
Christ is the better motive (12:1-29). ― The book of 
Hebrews is calling for perseverance in faith, urging us to 
continue in the grace of God. We have many examples 
to follow. But our best and only real inspiration and 
motive is Christ himself. 
 
(Hebrews 12:1-3)  “Wherefore seeing we also are 
compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that 
is set before us, (2) Looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. (3) For 
consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners 
against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds.” 
 
In a word Christ is a better Savior than any to whom 
we might look, for he is the only Savior there is (13:1-
25). 
 
(Hebrews 13:8-10)  “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and to day, and for ever. (9) Be not carried about with 
divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that 
the heart be established with grace; not with meats, 
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which have not profited them that have been occupied 
therein. (10) We have an altar, whereof they have no 
right to eat which serve the tabernacle.” 
 
(Hebrews 13:12-15)  “Wherefore Jesus also, that he 
might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered 
without the gate. (13) Let us go forth therefore unto him 
without the camp, bearing his reproach. (14) For here 
have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. 
(15) By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise 
to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving 
thanks to his name.” 
 
(Hebrews 13:20-21)  “Now the God of peace, that 
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, (21) Make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that which is 
wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 
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 Introduction: 
 
Ezekiel tells us in the opening verse of his prophecy—
“the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God.” He 
then proceeds to tell us how he saw visions of God and 
his glory. When he gets to the final section of his 
prophecy (chap. 43), a Man stood by him, whom he 
heard speaking out of the house of God, as the glory of 
God filled the house, the place of his throne. His voice 
was as the voice of many waters; and Ezekiel said, “the 
visions were like the vision I that saw by the river 
Chebar, and I fell upon my face” (43:3). Between the 
first vision and the last, he had seen visions of God in all 
his works. And when he comes to the end of his 
prophecy and beholds the glory awaiting us, looking 
back over all God’s wondrous works, he declares that 
the love of God for us in Christ is like “waters to swim 
in, a river that could not be passed over.” Let’s begin 
there. Then we will work our way through Ezekiel’s 
vision of God. 
 
(Ezek 47:1-5)  "Afterward he brought me again unto the 
door of the house; and, behold, waters issued out from 
under the threshold of the house eastward: for the 
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forefront of the house stood toward the east, and the 
waters came down from under from the right side of the 
house, at the south side of the altar. {2} Then brought he 
me out of the way of the gate northward, and led me 
about the way without unto the utter gate by the way that 
looketh eastward; and, behold, there ran out waters on 
the right side. {3} And when the man that had the line in 
his hand went forth eastward, he measured a thousand 
cubits, and he brought me through the waters; the waters 
were to the ankles. {4} Again he measured a thousand, 
and brought me through the waters; the waters were to 
the knees. Again he measured a thousand, and brought 
me through; the waters were to the loins. {5} Afterward 
he measured a thousand; and it was a river that I could 
not pass over: for the waters were risen, waters to swim 
in, a river that could not be passed over." 
 
Hear me, my brother. Hear me, my sister.—God’s elect 
shall never pass over the river of his immutable, 
everlasting love. It is as immutable as it is free. It is as 
unquenchable as it is unpurchasable. 


• God’s elect cannot perish. 
• Redeemed sinners cannot be damned. 
• Once called by omnipotent mercy, saved sinners 


they cannot be lost again. 
• Every chosen, redeemed sinner, every sinner saved 


by God’s almighty grace shall forever swim in the 
infinite length, infinite breadth, infinite depth and 
infinite height of the waters of his love! 


 
Now, let’s look at Ezekiel’s vision of God. 
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HIS SON (chap. 1) 
 
Any vision we have of God begins with the vision of his 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. We can never see the glory 
of God anywhere until we have seen the glory of God in 
the face of Christ. That is where John’s vision in 
Revelation began. That is where Ezekiel’s vision begins. 
And that is where our vision must begin. 
 
We do not have to read far until we see this. First, the 
prophet tells us he saw “a great cloud and a fire 
infolding itself.”  
 
(Ezek 1:4)  "And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind 
came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding 
itself, and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst 
thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of the 
fire." 
 
Then he saw our Lord personified in four living 
creatures (vv. 5-14). I have shown you before that these 
living creatures (the same that Isaiah saw in Isaiah 6 and 
John saw in Revelation 4) are clearly representative of 
Gospel preachers. But there is in them a beautiful, 
instructive, clear picture of our Lord Jesus Christ, too. 
 
Ezekiel saw the cherubim, who ''had the likeness of a 
man'' (v.5). Each had four faces: the face of a lion, an 
ox, a man, and an eagle. Wherever cherubim are 
mentioned in the Bible, they are either guarding or 
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declaring the holiness of God. And where but in the 
person of the Lord Jesus Christ is the holiness of God 
more fully displayed and declared?  
 
He is the lion, the King who has the right to reign (Gen 
49:10).  
 
Like the beast of service, the ox, He is the Servant of 
Jehovah. He said that He did not come to be ministered 
to, but to serve, and to ''give His life a ransom for many'' 
(Mat 20:28).  
 
He is a Man, the Word made flesh, dwelling among us 
(John 1:14). He is therefore, the perfect man.  
 
Beyond that, He soars higher than any other, and like 
the eagle, He looks directly into the face of God with 
unblinking eye. This is because He is more than perfect 
man.—He is God manifest in the flesh. ''In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God'' (John 1:1). 
 
Ezekiel's vision of the Lord prepared him for his 
ministry, as a living creature sent to proclaim God’s 
Word to perishing sinners. Throughout the book, this 
phrase appears repeatedly: ''The word of the Lord came 
unto me.'' This was his authority, and its recurrence may 
form the divisions of the book. Another phrase that 
occurs frequently is: ''They shall know that I am 
Jehovah.'' 
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Then, he saw Christ on his throne, the exalted King of 
kings and Lord of lords, ruling over all things, just as 
Isaiah did before him and as John did after him. The 
“Man” upon the throne (1:26) can be none other than 
the only-begotten Son, the representative of the 
invisible God.  
 
(Ezek 1:26)  "And above the firmament that was over 
their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the 
appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of 
the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man 
above upon it." 
 
We recognize in this vision the prophetic announcement 
of our Lord’s Incarnation. The details of the vision seen 
by the captive on the banks of the Chebar correspond 
minutely with the details of the vision of the captive in 
the isle called Patmos.  
 
Over eighty points of similarity may be found between 
the two books of Ezekiel and Revelation. As there is no 
doubt who is designated by John, we cannot but 
recognize in the vision of Ezekiel the glory of God in the 
person of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ezekiel saw “a throne 
set in heaven, and One sat on the throne.”  
• They both saw the rainbow, the token of the 


covenant; they both saw “the terrible crystal” of the 
purity of God’s presence, which nothing can evade. 
To Ezekiel it appeared as a firmament; to John as a 
sea of glass.  
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• They both had a vision of burning lamps of the fire of 
God’s Spirit, and of the four living creatures, whose 
sound was as the sound of many waters (1:24; Rev. 
19:4-6).  


• To both was given by the One encircled by the 
rainbow the roll of a book, which he was commanded 
to eat, and then go and prophesy (Ezek. 1:28; 2:1, 8-
10, 3:1-4; Rev. 10:1, 2, 8-11). 


 
 “This,” said Ezekiel, “was the appearance of the 
likeness of the glory of the LORD” (1:28). When we read 
of the “glory of the Lord” in this book, we see in it the 
manifested presence of God as revealed in the Eternal 
Son, who, in the fullness of time, “became flesh, and 
dwelt amongst us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only-begotten of the Father.” 
 
 The sight of Christ upon the cross, satisfying the 
justice of God as our Substitute, and Christ on the 
throne, as the sovereign Lord accepted in heaven, that 
brings us salvation. Then it was, Ezekiel says that the 
Spirit entered into him, and that then he heard him that 
spake unto him.  
 
Ezekiel himself portrayed and typified our Savior. In 
chapter 4 the Lord God gave Ezekiel his message. He 
sent his prophet to the nation to warn them of wrath and 
impending judgment. But, in the midst of the warning, 
he gave a picture of hope.—Ezekiel was required to lay 
on his side, first on his left for 390 days and then on his 
right for 40 days. Each of the 390 days represent the 390 
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years of Israel’s open rebellion and turning to idolatry in 
setting up the calves at Dan and Bethel. The 40 days on 
his right side represent the 40 years of idolatry under 
Manasseh’s wicked, idolatrous reign in Judah. 
 
But watch this (v. 4)—Ezekiel was required to lay on his 
side as one man bearing the sins of many, and bearing 
them to the full extent of their just punishment! 
 
(2 Corinthians 5:21)  "For he hath made him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him." 
 
In chapters 4, 5 and 6, he declares this—God will 
punish sin. Sin must be punished, either in you, or in a 
Substitute, in a suitable man whom God himself shall 
send. 
 
When we get to the 8th verse of chapter six, the Lord, 
in wrath remembers mercy and promises that some 
shall indeed escape his wrath through the sacrifice of 
that Substitute. 
 
• V. 8—A remnant shall escape. 
• V. 9—They shall remember me. 
• V. 9—They shall acknowledge their sin. 
• V. 9—They shall loathe themselves. 
• V. 10—“They shall know that I am the LORD!” 
 
 
HIS PROVIDENCE (chap. 1-10) 
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When Ezekiel saw the glory of God upon the mercy-seat 
(in the face of Christ—in his Sacrifice) he saw that the 
God of Glory is a God of absolute, unalterable 
purpose. 
 
• vv. 15-25—The Wheels of Divine Providence, 


Moving in A Straight Line 
• v. 26—A Throne—A Man Sitting on the Throne! 
• v. 28—The Bow of God’s Covenant 
 
“This was the appearance of the likeness of  the glory of 
the LORD! And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I 
heard the voice of one that spake ” (v. 28). He was 
utterly withered before the glory of God and fell as one 
dead! 
 
GOD’S GRACE (chap. 2) 
 
Here the prophet seems to be describing his own 
experience of grace. He was raised as it were from the 
dead. 
 
(Ezekiel 2:1-2)  "And he said unto me, Son of man, 
stand upon thy feet, and I will speak unto thee. 2 And 
the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and 
set me upon my feet, that I heard him that spake unto 
me." 
 
Then, the Lord God made him a prophet and sent 
him to a rebellious people (vv. 3-10). 
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He saw a hand (v. 9), the same hand John saw (Rev. 5), 
the hand of the Lamb of God, the Man sitting on the 
throne. 
 


• A Hand to Help Him! 
• A Hand to Guide Him! 
• A Hand to Protect Him! 
• An Omnipotent Hand! 
• A Pierced Hand! 


 
He saw a Book (v. 10), the same one John saw, the 
Book of God’s eternal purpose! But God is not done 
teaching him yet. Look at chapter 3. God required him 
to eat the Book (vv. 1-3). God demands reconciliation, 
he demands that we bow to his purpose. But we never 
will. So he did not just tell Ezekiel to eat the book—He 
made him eat it (v. 2). And when he had eaten it, it was 
as sweet as honey (v. 3).—Here’s a prophet!—O God, 
make me such a man! 
 
• v. 8—He is a man made strong by God. 
• v. 10—He is a man who receives all God’s Word into 


his heart. 
• v. 12—He is a man moved, motivated by and 


consumed with the glory of God. 
• vv. 14-15—He is a man with a burdened, broken 


heart. 
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(Ezekiel 3:14-15)  "So the spirit lifted me up, and took 
me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my 
spirit; but the hand of the LORD was strong upon me. 15 
Then I came to them of the captivity at Telabib, that 
dwelt by the river of Chebar, and I sat where they sat, 
and remained there astonished among them seven days." 
 
• v. 16—He is a man God has made to be a watchman 


over the souls of men. 
• Vv. 22-27—He is a man shut up to the will and glory 


of the Lord his God. 
 
This same grace is portrayed in the pictures drawn of the 
deserted, castaway, polluted infant in chapter 16 and the 
valley of dry bones in chapter 37. 
 
(Ezek 16:1-14)  "Again the word of the LORD came 
unto me, saying, {2} Son of man, cause Jerusalem to 
know her abominations, {3} And say, Thus saith the 
Lord GOD unto Jerusalem; Thy birth and thy nativity is 
of the land of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite, and 
thy mother an Hittite. {4} And as for thy nativity, in the 
day thou wast born thy navel was not cut, neither wast 
thou washed in water to supple thee; thou wast not 
salted at all, nor swaddled at all. {5} None eye pitied 
thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have compassion 
upon thee; but thou wast cast out in the open field, to the 
loathing of thy person, in the day that thou wast born. 
{6} And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in 
thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy 
blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy 
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blood, Live. {7} I have caused thee to multiply as the 
bud of the field, and thou hast increased and waxen 
great, and thou art come to excellent ornaments: thy 
breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas 
thou wast naked and bare. {8} Now when I passed by 
thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the 
time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and 
covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, and 
entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, 
and thou becamest mine. {9} Then washed I thee with 
water; yea, I thoroughly washed away thy blood from 
thee, and I anointed thee with oil. {10} I clothed thee 
also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers' 
skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I 
covered thee with silk. {11} I decked thee also with 
ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a 
chain on thy neck. {12} And I put a jewel on thy 
forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful 
crown upon thine head. {13} Thus wast thou decked 
with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, 
and silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, 
and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, 
and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. {14} And thy 
renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for 
it was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put 
upon thee, saith the Lord GOD." 
 
(Ezek 37:1-14)  "The hand of the LORD was upon me, 
and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me 
down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, 
{2} And caused me to pass by them round about: and, 
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behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, 
they were very dry. {3} And he said unto me, Son of 
man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord 
GOD, thou knowest. {4} Again he said unto me, 
Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry 
bones, hear the word of the LORD. {5} Thus saith the 
Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath 
to enter into you, and ye shall live: {6} And I will lay 
sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall 
live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. {7} So I 
prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, 
there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones 
came together, bone to his bone. {8} And when I beheld, 
lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the 
skin covered them above: but there was no breath in 
them. {9} Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the 
wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus 
saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. 
{10} So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up 
upon their feet, an exceeding great army. {11} Then he 
said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, 
and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts. {12} 
Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the 
Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open your 
graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, 
and bring you into the land of Israel. {13} And ye shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your 
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graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your 
graves, {14} And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall 
live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall 
ye know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed 
it, saith the LORD." 
 
GOD’S JUDGMENT (chap. 7-10) 
 
In chapters 7 and 8, the Lord God showed his prophet 
the end of the matter—The judgment that must come. 
That which is here spoken to Israel and Judah reaches 
beyond those rebellious people. It reaches to all the 
world. The judgment here described speaks of the end of 
all things, the end of the world. Read the chapters (7-10) 
carefully, and that will become obvious as you read. 
 
(Ezekiel 7:1-3)  "Moreover the word of the LORD came 
unto me, saying, 2 Also, thou son of man, thus saith the 
Lord GOD unto the land of Israel; An end, the end is 
come upon the four corners of the land. 3 Now is the end 
come upon thee, and I will send mine anger upon thee, 
and will judge thee according to thy ways, and will 
recompense upon thee all thine abominations." 
 
Now, let me tell you some things about God’s judgment. 
 
1. The judgment of God is always just. 
 
God swore to pour out his wrath upon this people 
because they went awhoring after other gods—
worshipped Tammuz and the sun in the house of God! 
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(Ezekiel 8:17-18)  "Then he said unto me, Hast thou 
seen this, O son of man? Is it a light thing to the house of 
Judah that they commit the abominations which they 
commit here? for they have filled the land with violence, 
and have returned to provoke me to anger: and, lo, they 
put the branch to their nose. 18 THEREFORE will I 
also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will I 
have pity: and though they cry in mine ears with a loud 
voice, yet will I not hear them." 
 
You won’t go to hell for what Adam did in the garden. 
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezek. 18). You will 
go to hell because you have earned the everlasting wrath 
of God by your own treasonous rebellion against the 
King of Glory! Eternal damnation, the judgment of God 
is that which men and women have willfully brought 
upon themselves.—This will be the very hell of hell. 
You will know that you fully deserve all that you suffer. 
You will never be reconciled to it. But you will know 
that you deserve it. 
 
2. Judgment is preceded by a great separation of 
grace (vv. 3-6). 
 
A man clothed with white Lenin (Christ), with an 
inkhorn in his hand was sent to put a mark upon the 
foreheads of God’s chosen remnant.—Hurt not the earth 
until the 144,000 have been sealed in their foreheads 
(Rev. 7; 2 Pet. 3:9). 
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• Noah must be in the ark before the rain falls. 
• Lot must be in Zoar before Sodom is burned. 
• God’s elect must be called before judgment falls upon 


the earth. 
 
3. Judgment will begin at the house of God.—“Begin 
at my sanctuary” (9:6).—“Judgment must begin at the 
house of God!” 
 
4. Judgment shall be executed by the hands of the 
Mediator so obstinately despised (vv. 4-7). 
 
(Ezekiel 10:4-7)  "Then the glory of the LORD went up 
from the cherub, and stood over the threshold of the 
house; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the 
court was full of the brightness of the LORD'S glory. 5 
And the sound of the cherubims' wings was heard even 
to the outer court, as the voice of the Almighty God 
when he speaketh. 6 And it came to pass, that when he 
had commanded the man clothed with linen, saying, 
Take fire from between the wheels, from between the 
cherubims; then he went in, and stood beside the wheels. 
7 And one cherub stretched forth his hand from between 
the cherubims unto the fire that was between the 
cherubims, and took thereof, and put it into the hands of 
him that was clothed with linen: who took it, and went 
out." 
 
Up to this point Christ is seen upon the mercy-seat. He is 
the mercy-seat. But now, he is taken up from between 
the cherubs. In that great and terrible day, when God no 
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longer deals with sinners in mercy, there will be no 
mercy!—Hope is gone forever.—“The Father judgeth 
no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son!”—Then shall men cry, “Hide us from the face of 
the Lamb!” 
 
GOD’S COVENANT (chap. 20 and 36) 
 
All God’s works, both in the judgment passed upon the 
nations and in the grace bestowed upon his, elect is but 
the outworking of his covenant of grace made for us 
with Christ our Surety before the world began. 
 
In saving us, in bringing us to Christ in faith, he 
brings us into the bond of the covenant. 
 
(Ezek 20:33-34)  "As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely 
with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and 
with fury poured out, will I rule over you: {34} And I 
will bring you out from the people, and will gather you 
out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a 
mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury 
poured out." 
 
When his work is completely finished, he will have 
saved us from all our uncleanness, exactly as he swore in 
covenant love before the world began, for the glory of 
his own great name (Ezek. 36:23-38). 
 
(Ezek 36:23-38)  "And I will sanctify my great name, 
which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have 
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profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall 
know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I 
shall be sanctified in you before their eyes. {24} For I 
will take you from among the heathen, and gather you 
out of all countries, and will bring you into your own 
land. {25} Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from 
all your idols, will I cleanse you. {26} A new heart also 
will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: 
and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and I will give you an heart of flesh. {27} And I will put 
my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 
{28} And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your 
fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your 
God. {29} I will also save you from all your 
uncleannesses: and I will call for the corn, and will 
increase it, and lay no famine upon you. {30} And I will 
multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the 
field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine 
among the heathen. {31} Then shall ye remember your 
own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and 
shall loathe yourselves in your own sight for your 
iniquities and for your abominations. {32} Not for your 
sakes do I this, saith the Lord GOD, be it known unto 
you: be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O 
house of Israel. {33} Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the 
day that I shall have cleansed you from all your 
iniquities I will also cause you to dwell in the cities, and 
the wastes shall be builded. {34} And the desolate land 
shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all 
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that passed by. {35} And they shall say, This land that 
was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and the 
waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, 
and are inhabited. {36} Then the heathen that are left 
round about you shall know that I the LORD build the 
ruined places, and plant that that was desolate: I the 
LORD have spoken it, and I will do it. {37} Thus saith 
the Lord GOD; I will yet for this be inquired of by the 
house of Israel, to do it for them; I will increase them 
with men like a flock. {38} As the holy flock, as the 
flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall the 
waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall 
know that I am the LORD." 
 
GOD’S PRESENCE (chap. 40-48) 
 
When the Lord God has finished his work, when his 
house is complete, when all the tribes of the Israel of 
God are saved, when resurrection glory has commenced, 
then we will swim in the waters of his everlasting love, 
in his glorious presence forever. That is the scene in 
chapters 40-48. 
 
The river flows out of the sanctuary. It was from the 
south side of the altar – pointing to the place of sacrifice 
as the source of blessing. “A pure river of water of life, 
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb,” “A Lamb as it had been slain.” The 
river rises to the ankles, to the knees, and to the loins 
here. There it becomes “waters to swim in, a river that I 
could not pass over.” Our Savior came that we might 







Through The Bible Series—EZEKIEL 
 


19 


have life, and that we might have it more abundantly. 
Here it is! 
 
Wherever the river came the fish lived, the banks grew 
green, clothed with trees, bearing fruit for meat and 
leaves for medicine. God wants to use us wherever we 
go to bring life to dead souls, and blessing and healing to 
all around us. The only places that were not healed were 
the marshes. They were given up to salt.  
 
CHRIST THE GIVER OF LIFE 
 
Throughout the Book of Ezekiel we see Christ as the 
Giver of Life.  
• The cherubim, in the vision of the first chapter, were 


illustrations of the abundant life of his redeemed.  
• The Man clothed in linen, who is the Angel of the 


covenant, our Great High Priest, set the mark of life 
upon God’s faithful ones, that their lives should be 
spared in the destruction of the city (chap. 9:2).  


• His first word to the out-cast babe – which 
represented you and me, and became “perfect through 
his comeliness,” which he had put upon it – was Live 
(chap. 16:6).  


• His word through the watchman was: “I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked…turn ye, turn ye, 
why will ye die, O house of Israel?” (33:11).  


• His care as a Shepherd is over the life of his sheep 
(34). He answered his own question, “Can these dry 
bones live?” with the words, “Behold, I will cause 
breath to enter into you, and ye shall live” (37:3, 5). 
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Finally, as we have seen, his promise was, 
“Everything shall live whither the river cometh.” 


 
“SON OF MAN” 
 
Throughout the book God addresses Ezekiel as the “Son 
of man.” It is part of his wondrous grace that he has 
chosen man to be his messenger to his fellowmen, 
instead of choosing angels. The greatest exhibition of 
this grace is the fact that the Son of God became the son 
of Man to fit him to be God’s messenger to us. “For 
verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he 
took on him the seen of Abraham,” in all things made 
like unto his brethren, that he might be able to succour 
and to save us. 
 
The book closes with the promise of God’s continual 
presence. “The name of the city from that day shall be 
Jehovah-shammah, The Lord is there” (48:35). When 
God is with us and we are with him forever in that New 
Temple in the New Jerusalem, walking in the light of the 
City Foursquare, then God’s work is done and both he 
and we  shall enjoy his glory forever! 








Sermon #271       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:    DANIEL—God Rules 
 Text:   Daniel 4:24-26 
 Subject:  The Message of Daniel 
 Introduction: 
 
In the 4th chapter of Daniel we read of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s troubling dream and the interpretation 
of it by God’s servant, Daniel. Let’s read verses 24-26 
together. 
 
(Dan 4:24-26)  "This is the interpretation, O king, and 
this is the decree of the most High, which is come upon 
my lord the king: {25} That they shall drive thee from 
men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the 
field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and 
they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven 
times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will. {26} And whereas they 
commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy 
kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt 
have known that the heavens do rule." 
 
Sooner or latter all men will learn what God taught 
Nebuchadnezzar—“The Most High ruleth…The 
heavens do rule.” That is the message of the Book of 
Daniel—God rules. In fact, that is what the name Daniel 
means—God rules. The sooner we learn that fact and the 
more fully we are convinced of it, the better. 
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What does the Lord God mean for us to understand by 
this? What does the Bible mean when it declares that 
God rules? It means exactly what Nebuchadnezzar 
confessed once he was converted (Dan. 4:34-37). 
 
(Dan 4:34-36)  "And at the end of the days I 
Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and 
mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the 
most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth 
for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
and his kingdom is from generation to generation: {35} 
And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as 
nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and 
none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest 
thou? {36} At the same time my reason returned unto 
me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and 
brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and my 
lords sought unto me; and I was established in my 
kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me." 
 
Once a person learns that “the Most High ruleth,” he 
will gladly, extol, honor and worship him. 
 
(Dan 4:37)  "Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol 
and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are 
truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in 
pride he is able to abase." 
 
No one worships except those who worship at the feet of 
the Lord God almighty, the Most High, who rules the 
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universe absolutely, always, in all places, in all things, 
exactly as he will! What could be more comforting to 
our souls?—More cheering?—More inspiring?—More 
encouraging? 
 
• God Most High, who rules the universe, is God who 


can sustain his people in the midst of horribly evil 
times, as we see in Daniel 1:1-21. 


• Our great God who, from his lofty throne, gives 
kingdoms to men and takes them away, at his 
pleasure, as he will, for the good of his own elect 
(2:37; 4:28-33; 5:1-31). 


• The God of glory, in whom we trust, intervenes in 
and sovereignly manipulates all the affairs of all 
creatures according to his wise, unalterable purpose, 
for the salvation of his elect and the glory of his own 
great name. Providence is but the unfolding of his 
purpose by a constant succession of miracles. “He 
worketh sign and wonders in heaven and in earth” 
(6:27).—He causes pagan kings to dream dreams and 
uses pagan witch-doctors to fetch his prophet to the 
king!—He uses a fiery furnace to establish his 
servants in the place where he is pleased to put 
them!—He uses a den of lions to exalt his servant! 


• Yes, our great God shall establish his kingdom in this 
world, a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, using 
all the kingdoms of this world that seek to destroy his 
kingdom to establish it! And in the end, his kingdom 
shall be the instrument in his hands by which the 
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kingdoms of this world shall be crushed to pieces and 
annihilated. 


 
Proposition: The Book of Daniel is all about the 
establishing of his kingdom in this world upon the 
foundation of his own Son’s blood atonement and the 
everlasting triumph and glory of Christ his Son in and by 
his kingdom of grace. 
 
Most people are convinced that the Book of Daniel is a 
book about future things and has very little to do with 
you and me and our present life situations. 
 


Illustration: The Question from the Postal Clerk 
 
True, both the Book of Daniel and its New Testament 
companion, the Book of Revelation, speak about 
future things. These two Books are remarkable in their 
symmetry and harmony. The book of Revelation 
explains the book of Daniel. The book of Daniel lays the 
foundation for the book of Revelation. 
 
It is also true that the Book of Daniel is perfectly 
precise in its prophetic predictions. History has 
verified that fact indisputably. The seventy-weeks of 
Daniel 9, about which everyone has heard so much and 
understands so little, marked the exact time when our 
Savior would manifest himself. 


• 483 years (69 weeks) after Artaxerxes’ first decree 
to rebuild the city of Jerusalem, the Lord Jesus 
Christ was immersed by John the Baptist in the 
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Jordan River, and began to manifest himself to 
Israel. 


• Seven years later, (490 years after Artaxerxes’ 
decree), at the end of Daniel’s 70th week, the city 
was destroyed, exactly as Daniel declared. 


 
But this is much, much more than a Book of prophecy. 
The Lord God raised Daniel during the Babylonian 
captivity for a specific purpose, to fulfil a specific need, 
and to do a specific work. God raised up Daniel to turn 
the hearts of his people away from their woes to their 
Savior. He raised up Daniel to show them that he was 
still on his throne, that his kingdom was safe, and that no 
real harm would ever befall them. Daniel was inspired to 
give a prophetic picture of redemption by Christ, setting 
the exact time in which it would be accomplished. He 
showed that God’s purpose of grace included chosen 
sinners from among the Gentiles, that his kingdom is a 
spiritual kingdom reaching throughout the world, a 
kingdom built upon the sin-atoning sacrifice, death, and 
resurrection glory of the Messiah, the Christ. He 
declared that the ultimate accomplishment of God’s 
purpose (the destruction of his enemies, the salvation of 
his people, and the everlasting glory of his Son) would, 
in the very last day of time, be the resurrection of the 
dead (Dan. 12:1-3). 
 
(Dan 12:1-3)  "And at that time shall Michael stand up, 
the great prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there was a nation even to that same 
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time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, 
every one that shall be found written in the book. {2} 
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt. {3} And they that be wise 
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they 
that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and 
ever." 
 
Daniel’s message is a message of hope, encouragement, 
and consolation. Though wickedness ever increases, 
though opposition to our God, his Son, his gospel and 
his people grows with unabated rage, all is well.—Our 
God is on his throne.—“The Most High ruleth…The 
heavens do rule!” Our Savior is always triumphant, and 
we who are more than conquerors in him, shall triumph 
at last over all things.—The kingdom of our God cannot 
be destroyed.—His church shall prevail.—The gates of 
hell shall never prevail over the bulwarks of Zion! 
 
CHRIST AND ANTICHRIST 
 
The Book of Daniel, as I have indicated, deals with 
nations and wars, specifically identifying the rise and 
fall of kings and kingdoms, but these nations and their 
kings all opposing our God, all opposing Christ and his 
kingdom, the church of God declares, as does the Book 
of Revelation, the sure and certain triumph Christ over 
antichrist, the sure and certain triumph of God’s church 
over Babylon, the full redemption and salvation of 
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God’s elect and the everlasting glory of Christ. Let me 
show you. 
 
In chapter 2 Nebuchadnezzar had a dream. In his 
dream, Nebuchadnezzar saw the image of a man. The 
head was made of gold, the chest and arms of silver, the 
stomach and thighs of brass, the legs of iron, and the feet 
and toes of iron mixed with clay. As Nebuchadnezzar 
looked, a rock was cut out, not by human hands, and 
thrown at the image, striking its feet. This rock then 
grew into a huge mountain that filled the earth. 
 
The meaning of this vision is given in verse 44. 
 
(Dan 2:44)  "And in the days of these kings shall the 
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever." 
 
There must be a series of kingdoms in the earth, ruled 
according to man's ways, idolatrous and ungodly. But, 
ultimately, God's kingdom shall reduce them all to dust 
and fill the whole earth. The kingdoms of this world 
must crumble, but the kingdom of God would endure 
forever (Rev. 11:15).  
 
(Rev 11:15)  "And the seventh angel sounded; and there 
were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever." 
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THE OTHER VISIONS 
 
I do not want to over simplify the Book, but all the rest 
of the visions in Daniel elaborate on this. Two rulers and 
two kingdoms are constantly presented. There is a lawful 
Ruler, to whom God himself has given and is giving 
authority, glory, and the kingdom (7:9-14). 
 
(Dan 7:9-14)  "I beheld till the thrones were cast down, 
and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was 
white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure 
wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels 
as burning fire. {10} A fiery stream issued and came 
forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered 
unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before him: the judgment was set, and the books were 
opened. {11} I beheld then because of the voice of the 
great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the 
beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the 
burning flame. {12} As concerning the rest of the beasts, 
they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were 
prolonged for a season and time. {13} I saw in the night 
visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, 
and they brought him near before him. {14} And there 
was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that 
all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed." 
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• The Ancient of Days is our God. 
• The Son of Man is our all-glorious Christ to whom 


he has given all dominion and glory. 
• Daniel refers Christ as the Prince of princes (8:25), 


the Anointed One (9:25), and Michael (12:1). 
 
Then Daniel tells us of another ruler who must rise, a 
rebel ruler, who rises in the time of the end in vehement 
opposition to Christ (8:23-25). This is the antichrist 
described in Revelation 13, not a single man, but the 
whole system of false religion represented by four 
different beasts, all freewill, works religion, Satan 
masquerading as Jesus Christ.  
 
(Dan 8:23-25)  "And in the latter time of their kingdom, 
when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of 
fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, 
shall stand up. {24} And his power shall be mighty, but 
not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, 
and shall prosper, and practice, and shall destroy the 
mighty and the holy people. {25} And through his policy 
also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he 
shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall 
destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince 
of princes; but he shall be broken without hand." 
 
God’s elect, the heirs of his kingdom, bow to the rule 
of Christ (7:27). They will not accept the mark of the 
beast. They will not worship at Satan’s altar. 
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(Dan 7:27)  "And the kingdom and dominion, and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall 
be given to the people of the saints of the most High, 
whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all 
dominions shall serve and obey him." 
 
All the rest of the world follow the beast and are in 
league with hell against Christ and his kingdom 
(8:23; 9:26), sometimes they use peaceful, flattering 
words (11:21, 32, 34), but their opposition is undaunted. 
 
(Dan 8:23)  "And in the latter time of their kingdom, 
when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of 
fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, 
shall stand up." 
 
(Dan 9:26)  "And after threescore and two weeks shall 
Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of 
the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and 
unto the end of the war desolations are determined." 
 
References to the rebel ruler include the little horn that 
comes from the direction of the north (8:9), the stern-
faced king (8:23), the "ruler who will come" (9:26), the 
ruler who sets up the abomination that causes desolation 
(9:27), and the king of the north (11:31), and the king 
who exalts himself (11:36).  
 
The conflict between these two rulers comes to a head in 
the time of the end, when the world as a whole passes 
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the point of no return in its rebellion against the Son of 
God (8:23), causing great devastation. Perhaps this 
refers to that age when Satan is loosed for a little season 
(Rev. 20) to deceive the nations. It certainly refers to this 
day in which we live. 
 
(Dan 8:23-24)  "And in the latter time of their kingdom, 
when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of 
fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, 
shall stand up. {24} And his power shall be mighty, but 
not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, 
and shall prosper, and practice, and shall destroy the 
mighty and the holy people." 
 
The "daily sacrifice," or continual ministry of Christ on 
by which the world is now preserved from judgment 
(Rev. 7:1-3) comes to an end (8:11-12; 11:31; 12:11), 
and in its place is set up the abomination that causes 
desolation (9:27).  
 
(Dan 8:11-12)  "Yea, he magnified himself even to the 
prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was 
taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast 
down. {12} And an host was given him against the daily 
sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down the 
truth to the ground; and it practiced, and prospered." 
 
(Dan 9:27)  "And he shall confirm the covenant with 
many for one week: and in the midst of the week he 
shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and 
for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it 
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desolate, even until the consummation, and that 
determined shall be poured upon the desolate." 
 
(Dan 11:31)  "And arms shall stand on his part, and they 
shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take 
away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the 
abomination that maketh desolate." 
 
(Dan 12:11)  "And from the time that the daily sacrifice 
shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh 
desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred 
and ninety days." 
 
In the time of the end, the saints of God will be severely 
persecuted, even to the point of death, and their power 
will be broken (8:24; 11:33; 12:7). 
 
(Dan 8:24)  "And his power shall be mighty, but not by 
his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and 
shall prosper, and practice, and shall destroy the mighty 
and the holy people." 
 
(Dan 11:33)  "And they that understand among the 
people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the 
sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many 
days." 
 
(Dan 12:7)  "And I heard the man clothed in linen, 
which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up 
his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware 
by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time, 
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times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished 
to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things 
shall be finished." 
 
Antichrist will take his stand against Christ (8:25). 
But our Savior and King, the Lord Jesus Christ shall 
rise to destroy the antichrist and his kingdom 
(Babylon shall fall!) and deliver the saints (8:25; 9:27; 
12:1). 
 
(Dan 8:25)  "And through his policy also he shall cause 
craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself 
in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall 
also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall 
be broken without hand." 
 
(Dan 9:27)  "And he shall confirm the covenant with 
many for one week: and in the midst of the week he 
shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and 
for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it 
desolate, even until the consummation, and that 
determined shall be poured upon the desolate." 
 
(Dan 12:1)  "And at that time shall Michael stand up, the 
great prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there was a nation even to that same 
time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, 
every one that shall be found written in the book." 
 
CHRIST IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL— 
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The Lord Jesus Christ shines forth brilliantly in these 
twelve chapters. He is the Smiting Stone of Daniel 
2:44,45. God's Son is the One who shall come to destroy 
Gentile dominion. It is He whose kingdom ''shall stand 
forever.'' 
 
Nebuchadnezzar looked into the fiery furnace and saw 
one like unto the Son of God (3:25). He did not know 
of whom he spoke, but this was, no doubt, a pre-
incarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus. 
 
What a majestic scene in chapter 7! The Ancient of 
days, God the Father, is seated upon his throne. The 
time setting is immediately before the return of Christ to 
establish His kingdom. We read, ''I saw in the night 
visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days...'' 
(7:13). The verses that follow are paralleled by the 
description of Christ in Revelation 5:1-7. ''And there was 
given Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages should serve Him; His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and His kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed'' (Dan 7:14,15). 
 
In chapter 6, the great dilemma which perplexed 
Darius, is a beautiful illustration of the gospel. (How 
could Darius both keep his law and deliver Daniel?—
How can God be just and the Justifier?) 
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Daniel 9 foretells the death of Christ and the 
accomplishments of it. 
 
(Dan 9:24)  "Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, 
and to anoint the most Holy." 
 


• finish the transgression 
• make an end of sins 
• make reconciliation for iniquity  
• bring in everlasting righteousness  
• to seal up the vision and prophecy  
• to anoint the most Holy 


 
Chapter 9 also gives us, by Daniel’s example, a 
tremendous word of instruction about prayer. 
 


• Prayer involves the confession of sin. 
• Prayer celebrates God’s perfection. 
• Prayer is based upon God’s righteousness. 
• Prayer seeks God’s mercy. 
• Our supplications are answered before we make 


them (9;23). 
• The answer is found in Christ, always in Christ and 


in the revelation of God’s grace and glory in him 
(9:24-27). 
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A QUESTION 
 
The question might be asked, “Why does God put his 
people through such heavy, heavy trials?” One answer to 
that question is found in chapter 11 (v. 35). 
 
(Dan 11:35)  "And some of them of understanding shall 
fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, 
even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time 
appointed." 
 
(1 Cor 11:19)  "For there must be also heresies among 
you, that they which are approved may be made 
manifest among you." 
 


• Our trials will do us no harm. The fiery furnace 
only consumed the cords that bound Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. 


• Our trial are for a set time. 
• Our trials will only make us better. 


 
Application: Dare to be a Daniel! 
 


• We must never compromise the name and honor 
our God and the gospel of his grace (Aniel in 
chapters 1 and 6. 


• We must not bow down to the gods of this world, 
regardless of cost or consequence. “We will not 
serve thy god!” 
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Now, let me show you how this whole thing is going to 
end (Rev. 19:1-6) 
 
(Rev 19:1-6)  "And after these things I heard a great 
voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; 
Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the 
Lord our God: {2} For true and righteous are his 
judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which 
did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath 
avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. {3} And 
again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for 
ever and ever. {4} And the four and twenty elders and 
the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on 
the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. {5} And a voice 
came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his 
servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. {6} 
And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and 
as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth." 
 
                                                           
1  Date:  Tuesday Evening—September 16, 2003 
    Todds RD Grace Church, Lexington, KY (Wednesday PM 09/17/03) 
    Zebulon Baptist Church, Pikeville, KY (Thursday PM 09/25/03) 
 Tape #  X-75b 
 Readings: Bob Poncer & Bobbie Estes 








Sermon #59       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:      JAMES 
     “Be Ye Doers of the Word” 
 Text:   James 1:1 
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 Readings: Larry Criss & Larry Brown 
 Introduction: 
 
The book of James is thought to be the earliest of all the 
New Testament epistles. It was written by James, the 
half-brother of our Savior. The epistle was written to 
Jewish believers who had been greatly scattered in 
God’s good providence. 
 
(James 1:1)  "James, a servant of God and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered 
abroad, greeting." 
 
In these five short chapters James addresses those to 
whom he is writing as “brethren” fifteen times (1:1, 16, 
19; 2:2, 5, 15; 3:1, 10, 12; 4:11; 5:7, 9, 10, 12, 19). He is 
writing to men and women who were born of God, to 
people who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. This 
epistle was written to all in every place who are washed 
in the blood of Christ and robed in his righteousness, to 
all who trust the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
In these five short chapters James gives us divinely 
inspired instructions about how we are to live in this 
world for the glory of God. He is not writing as a 
counsellor offering advice, but as God’s messenger 
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giving authoritative instruction. Throughout the book, 
James speaks in imperatives. 
 
OUR TRIALS 
 
In chapter 1 (verses 2-12) James tells us that we are to 
always look upon our trials, those things that try, test, 
and prove the reality of our faith as tokens of God’s 
grace. Those heartaches and troubles God’s saints 
experience in this world are not evidences of anger, 
wrath, and judgment, but evidences of mercy, love, and 
grace (Heb. 12:5-14). This is particularly true when the 
things we suffer are the result of our faith in Christ (2 
Tim. 2:12).  
 
In Acts 8:1 we read, “And at that time there was a great 
persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; 
and they were all scattered abroad throughout the 
regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.” In 
chapter 11 we are told that the persecuted were scattered 
“as far as Phoenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch,” and that 
the persecuted saints went everywhere “preaching the 
word” (Acts 11:19). 
 
Our Savior said, "Blessed are they which are persecuted 
for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted 
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they the prophets which were before you"  (Matt. 5:10-
12). 
 
James seems to have those very words in mind, as he 
writes the opening verses of his epistle. He urges us to 
always count it our honor as the children of God to 
suffer anything at the hands of wicked men for Christ’s 
sake. Yet, what he says to us applies to anything we 
suffer in this world in the good and wise providence of 
our God. 
 


"My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall 
into divers temptations; Knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh 
patience…Blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation: for when he is tried, he shall 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love him" (1:2, 3, 12). 


 
“God in Israel sows the seeds 
Of affliction, pain, and toil; 
These spring up and choke the weeds 
That would else o’erspread the soil. 
Trials make the promise sweet; 
Trials give new life to prayer; 
Trials bring me to His feet; 
Lay me low and keep me there.” 


 
The word “temptation,” as it is used in these verses 
refers to a test or a trial by which our fidelity is proved, 
by which our faith is proved. In verses 13-16 the same 







Through The Bible Series—JAMES 
 


4 


word is used, but it is obvious that it is used in a 
different sense. In verses 13-17 the word “tempted” 
refers to an enticement to evil. 
 
OUR TEMPTATIONS 
 
Our trials we are ever to ascribe to the work of our 
heavenly Father and his goodness. They are always the 
blessings of his grace and favor. Our temptations to evil 
we must never ascribe to or blame on God. This 
distinction James makes with great clarity in verses 13-
16. 


 
"Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But 
every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when 
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and 
sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 
Do not err, my beloved brethren." 


 
God sends us trials to teach us patience (v. 3), to cause 
us to grow in grace and in faith; but God never tempts 
anyone to sin (v. 13). Yes, God has ordained from 
eternity all things that come to pass in time (Eph. 1:11). 
Yes, God works all things together for the good of his 
elect (Rom. 8:28). And, yes, God graciously and wisely 
rules and overrules the evil deeds of men and devils to 
sovereignly accomplish his will (Ps. 76:10). But the holy 
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Lord God cannot be tempted with evil and he does not 
tempt any to evil. 
 
When we sin, we have no one to blame but ourselves. 
Let us never seek to excuse our sin by attributing it to 
God’s sovereign purpose. We are tempted to evil when 
we are drawn away by our own wicked lusts. It is our 
lusts, nothing else, that is to be blamed for our sin (vv. 
14-15). “Do not err, my beloved brethren” (v. 16). Your 
sin is your fault — no one else’s, your responsibility — 
no one else’s. 
 
GOD’S WORK 
 
In verses 17-25 James tells us that God’s work is good. 
He tells us that every good thing in this world comes 
down from our heavenly Father in heaven. Just as all the 
evil there is in this world erupts from the festering 
corruption of our vile hearts (Mark 7:20-23), every good 
thing there is in this world comes down from the throne 
of God and is the gift of his grace (v. 17). 
 
(James 1:17)  "Every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning." 
 
Then, in verse 18, James tells us that it is by the work 
and good gift of God’s omnipotent grace that chosen, 
redeemed sinners are born again, born again by the good 
gift of the gospel. 
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(James 1:18)  "Of his own will begat he us with the word 
of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his 
creatures." 
 


• What a blessed good gift this is! — Cherish it! 
• “Of his own will” (Rom. 9:15-16) 
• “begat he us” (John 3:8) 
• “with the Word of truth” (Rom. 10:17; 1 Pet. 1:23-


25) 
• “that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his 


creatures.” — Firstfruits are the best. — Firstfruits 
belong to God. — Firstfruits are the pledge of the 
full harvest. 


 
THE POWER OF GODLINESS 
 
“The Word of Truth” is the whole Volume of Sacred 
Scripture, which is the Revelation of Christ, redemption, 
grace, and salvation by him. The Word of Truth is the 
whole Revelation of God in Holy Scripture, the gospel 
of his free grace in Christ. This is the power of God unto 
salvation (Rom. 1:16-17) and the power of godliness by 
which we live in this world for the glory of God (2 Tim. 
3:5). 
 
(Rom 1:16-17)  "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
(17) For therein is the righteousness of God revealed 
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from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by 
faith." 
 
(2 Tim 3:5)  "Having a form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof: from such turn away." 
 
If we would live in this world for the glory of God in the 
exercise of true religion, our lives must be ruled and 
guided by the gospel of Christ. If we would live under 
the influence of God’s powerful grace, by the power of 
godliness, we must hear the gospel (vv. 19-20, receive 
the message of God (v. 21), and obey it (vv. 22-25). 
 
(James 1:19-25)  "Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let 
every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 
(20) For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness 
of God. (21) Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and 
superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness 
the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 
(22) But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves. (23) For if any be a hearer of 
the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding 
his natural face in a glass: (24) For he beholdeth himself, 
and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what 
manner of man he was. (25) But whoso looketh into the 
perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being 
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man 
shall be blessed in his deed." 
 
Whenever men come into the house of God, it should 
be with an intense desire to hear the Word of God. 
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Thomas Manton made this wise observation, "If we 
were as swift to hear as we are ready to speak there 
would be less wrath and more profit in our meetings."  
 
Usually, I find that when men do not profit from the 
ministry of the Word it is because they practice exactly 
the opposite of what James commands in James 1:19, 
"Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift 
to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath." They are slow to 
hear, swift to speak, and swift to anger. There are men 
who seem to come to church for no other reason than to 
find some point of disagreement. They can hardly wait 
for the minister to finish speaking so that they can point 
out his errors. Such men are a continual source of strife 
and division. They do not worship, and they try to keep 
others from worshipping. Let us guard against this 
tendency of proud, self-willed flesh. May God make us 
swift to hear and slow to speak. Let me give you some 
practical advice on hearing the Word of God. 
 
Prepare yourself to hear the Word (Eccles. 5:1-2). 
 
(Eccl 5:1-2)  "Keep thy foot when thou goest to the 
house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give 
the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do 
evil. (2) Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine 
heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is 
in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words 
be few." 
 
Before you go to the place of worship, spend some time 
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in prayer. Ask God to speak to you. Ask God to enable 
the minister to speak with clarity and power. Go seeking 
a message from heaven.  
 
Submit yourself to the Word of God. When you are 
sitting in the assembly, listen personally, for yourself. 
Submit your ideas, your traditions, and your doctrines to 
the Scriptures. Be willing to forsake anything that is not 
plainly taught in the Bible. And be willing to obey 
everything that is required by the gospel.  
 
Meditate upon the Word. Do not swiftly speak against 
what you hear. Do not become angered by what you 
hear. Rather, meditate upon it. Ask God to apply the 
Word to your heart, and give you understanding. Seek 
the glory of Christ in your response to his Word. 
 
TRUE RELIGION 
 
Beginning in verse 26 of chapter 1 and going through 
chapter 5, James tells us how we are to live in this world 
for the glory of God. He tells us what true religion is in 
verses 26-27 of the first chapter. 
 
(James 1:26-27)  "If any man among you seem to be 
religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his 
own heart, this man's religion is vain. (27) Pure religion 
and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit 
the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
himself unspotted from the world." 
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Then, beginning in chapter 2, he tells explains the 
details. 
 
True religion involves caring for one another, 
particularly caring for our needy brethren (2:1-26). 
 


• Good Works — Brotherly Love 
• FOURFOLD JUSTIFICATION 
 


There is no contradiction between James and Paul. 
James is not teaching that we justify ourselves before 
our God by our works. Rather, the Holy Spirit here 
teaches us that we justify our professed faith in Christ 
before one another by our works. 
 
(James 2:14-20)  "What doth it profit, my brethren, 
though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can 
faith save him? (15) If a brother or sister be naked, and 
destitute of daily food, (16) And one of you say unto 
them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; 
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are 
needful to the body; what doth it profit? (17) Even so 
faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. (18) Yea, 
a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show 
me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my 
faith by my works. (19) Thou believest that there is one 
God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 
tremble. (20) But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith 
without works is dead?" 
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True religion necessitates the bridling of our tongues 
(3:1-12). 
 
(James 3:1-12)  "My brethren, be not many masters, 
knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation. 
(2) For in many things we offend all. If any man offend 
not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to 
bridle the whole body. (3) Behold, we put bits in the 
horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn 
about their whole body. (4) Behold also the ships, which 
though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, 
yet are they turned about with a very small helm, 
whithersoever the governor listeth. (5) Even so the 
tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. 
Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! (6) And 
the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue 
among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and 
setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of 
hell. (7) For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of 
serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath 
been tamed of mankind: (8) But the tongue can no man 
tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. (9) 
Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith 
curse we men, which are made after the similitude of 
God. (10) Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing 
and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to 
be. (11) Doth a fountain send forth at the same place 
sweet water and bitter? (12) Can the fig tree, my 
brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can 
no fountain both yield salt water and fresh." 
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True religion demands grace, grace that only God 
our Savior can supply (3:13-5:6). 
 


• We must drink from the right Fountain – Christ 
(3:13-18). 


 
(James 3:13-18)  "Who is a wise man and endued with 
knowledge among you? let him show out of a good 
conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. (14) 
But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, 
glory not, and lie not against the truth. (15) This wisdom 
descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, 
devilish. (16) For where envying and strife is, there is 
confusion and every evil work. (17) But the wisdom that 
is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy. (18) And the 
fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make 
peace." 
 


• We must recognize that our greatest foe is 
ourselves (4:1-5:6). – That will put an end to 
warring among ourselves! — Resist the devil. — 
Submit to God. — Guard against gossip and 
slander. — Protect one another’s name! 


 
(James 4:1-11)  "From whence come wars and fightings 
among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that 
war in your members? (2) Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, 
and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, 
yet ye have not, because ye ask not. (3) Ye ask, and 
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receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume 
it upon your lusts. (4) Ye adulterers and adulteresses, 
know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity 
with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the 
world is the enemy of God. (5) Do ye think that the 
scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us 
lusteth to envy? (6) But he giveth more grace. 
Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth 
grace unto the humble. (7) Submit yourselves therefore 
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (8) 
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, 
ye double minded. (9) Be afflicted, and mourn, and 
weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your 
joy to heaviness. (10) Humble yourselves in the sight of 
the Lord, and he shall lift you up. (11) Speak not evil 
one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his 
brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the 
law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou 
art not a doer of the law, but a judge." 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
If we would honor our God, if we would do all things for 
the glory of our Savior, we must seek by his grace to… 
 
Be patient (5:7-12). 
 
(James 5:7-12)  "Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the 
coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for 
the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for 
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it, until he receive the early and latter rain. (8) Be ye also 
patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh. (9) Grudge not one against another, 
brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge 
standeth before the door. (10) Take, my brethren, the 
prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for 
an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. (11) 
Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have 
heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of 
the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 
mercy. (12) But above all things, my brethren, swear 
not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by 
any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, 
nay; lest ye fall into condemnation." 
 
Pray for one another (5:13-18). 
 
(James 5:13-18)  "Is any among you afflicted? let him 
pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms. (14) Is any sick 
among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and 
let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord: (15) And the prayer of faith shall save 
the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have 
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. (16) Confess 
your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that 
ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much. (17) Elias was a man 
subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the 
earth by the space of three years and six months. (18) 
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And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the 
earth brought forth her fruit." 
 
Seek to restore one another (5:19-20). 
 
(Gal 6:1-3)  "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, 
ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 
(2) Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ. (3) For if a man think himself to be something, 
when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself." 
 
(James 5:19-20)  "Brethren, if any of you do err from the 
truth, and one convert him; (20) Let him know, that he 
which converteth the sinner from the error of his way 
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude 
of sins." 
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 Introduction: 
 
Hosea was a prophet contemporary Isaiah, Amos, and 
Micah. He was a faithful prophet of God for 65-70 
years. He was God’s messenger to the northern kingdom 
of Israel, only mentioning Judah (the southern kingdom) 
incidentally. 
 
This is important. You will remember that, from the time 
that the kingdom was divided, the northern kingdom was 
engulfed in idolatry (1 Kings 12:1-33). The practice of 
idolatry, as it always does, brought Israel into a state of 
utter decadence morally.  
 
Hosea addresses Israel sometimes as Samaria, 
sometimes as Jacob, and sometimes as Ephraim, 
deliberately choosing names connected with failure, 
sin, rebellion, idolatry, and corruptions calling for 
wrath and judgment. And Hosea speaks plainly about 
the wrath and judgment of God we deserve. But the 
message of Hosea is a message of immutable grace, 
unfailing mercy and indestructible love. 
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This is seen clearly in Hosea 14:4. Here the Lord God 
declares his purpose of grace toward his chosen, a 
purpose from which he cannot and will not be turned. 
 
(Hosea 14:4)  "I will heal their backsliding, I will love 
them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him." 
 
(Hosea 11:7-9)  "And my people are bent to backsliding 
from me: though they called them to the most High, 
none at all would exalt him. {8} How shall I give thee 
up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I 
make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as Zeboim? 
mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are 
kindled together. {9} I will not execute the fierceness of 
mine anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim: for I 
am God, and not man; the Holy One in the midst of thee: 
and I will not enter into the city." 
 
A PORTRAIT OF GRACE 
 
The Book of Hosea begins with the story of Hosea and 
Gomer. It describes Hosea’s love for Gomer, her 
infidelity, despising his love and goodness toward her, 
and the gracious triumph of his love over her. This sets 
the background for and tells us the meaning of the rest of 
the Book. What we have in the first three chapters of this 
Book is a tremendous, blessed portrait of God’s free and 
sovereign grace toward chosen sinners in Christ. 
 


Hosea, whose name means “savior,” is presented 
in this story as a picture of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
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was commanded of God to go down to the red light 
district and take a wife from among the harlots.  
 
(Hosea 1:2)  "The beginning of the word of the LORD 
by Hosea. And the LORD said to Hosea, Go, take unto 
thee a wife of whoredoms and children of whoredoms: 
for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing 
from the LORD." 
 


He chose Gomer, whose name means 
“consumption.” That’s us, God’s elect, consumed with 
sin and consumed by sin. Gomer was the daughter of 
Diblaim, whose name means “dried” or “dead.” Like 
Gomer, we are the dead children of a dead father. 


 
Gomer also means “consummation.” That’s us, too. 


As Gomer was the consummation of all Hosea’s 
purposes and work, the consummation of his great love, 
so God’s elect are in their ultimate end the 
consummation of all God’s purposes, works, and great 
love. 


 
The Lord gave Hosea and Gomer three children 


who also represent us. Jezreel means “seed of God.”—
Loruhamah means “no mercy.”—Loammi means “not 
mine, or not my people.” We who were not his people 
and had not obtained mercy are now his people and have 
obtained mercy in Christ. That is exactly how the Holy 
Spirit interprets this story for us in the Book of Romans 
(Rom. 9:25-26). 
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(Romans 9:25-26)  "As he saith also in Osee, I will call 
them my people, which were not my people; and her 
beloved, which was not beloved. {26} And it shall come 
to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye 
are not my people; there shall they be called the children 
of the living God." 
 


Hosea came home one day, and Gomer was gone. She 
had gone back to her lovers. Chapter two tells us about 
Gomer’s great fall and Hosea’s purpose of love and 
grace concerning her. Chapter three tells us how 
Hosea’s love and grace prevailed and he fetched Gomer 
home again. Read the first  three verses of chapter three. 


 
Hosea 3:1-3  "Then said the LORD unto me, Go yet, 
love a woman beloved of her friend, yet an adulteress, 
according to the love of the LORD toward the 
children of Israel, who look to other gods, and love 
flagons of wine. (2) So I bought her to me for fifteen 
pieces of silver, and for an homer of barley, and an half 
homer of barley: (3) And I said unto her, Thou shalt 
abide for me many days; thou shalt not play the harlot, 
and thou shalt not be for another man: so will I also be 
for thee." 
 


God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to 
perform; 


He plants His footsteps in the sea And rides upon the 
storm. 


 
Deep in unfathomable mines Of never failing skill 







Through The Bible Series—HOSEA 
 


5 


He treasures up His bright designs And works His 
sovereign will. 


 
Ye fearful saints fresh courage take, The clouds ye so 


much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break In blessing on your 


head. 
 


Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, But trust Him for 
His grace, 


Behind the frowning providence He hides a smiling face. 
 


His purposes will ripen fast, Unfolding every hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, But sweet will be the 


flower. 
 


Blind unbelief is sure to err, And scan His work in vain: 
God is His own Interpreter, And He will make it plain. 


 
 
 Once Gomer had proved herself unfaithful, 
abandoning her husband and going after her loves, 
though she proved herself “a wife of whoredoms,” Hosea 
did not cease to love her. Instead, he slipped away into 
the haunts of shame and ill-repute. There he found the 
object of his love, found her in the arms of her lovers. 
What did he do? He did not have her stoned to death, 
executing the just sentence of the law. He did not force 
her to return to him. What did he do? He loved her! As 
chapter 2 describes Gomer’s horrible sin, it also 
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describes Hosea’s incomparable, indestructible love for 
her. 
 
 But, as I have already indicated, there is more to this 
story than the love of Hosea for Gomer. This is a picture 
of the love of Christ for us. 
 
• Just as Hosea took Gomer for his wife and married 


a woman altogether beneath him, unworthy of him, 
and totally without regard for him, so the Lord God 
our Savior is married to his elect. 


 
• Just as Gomer forsook her loving husband and 


went after her lovers, you and I went astray from our 
God as soon as we were born. 


 
• Just as Gomer’s pursuit of her lovers brought her 


into bondage, slavery, and utter ruin, so we have 
ruined ourselves, walking after the lusts of our own 
flesh. 


 
• Just as Hosea hedged up Gomer’s ways to force her 


into his arms again (2:6-7), so our God and Savior 
hedged up our ways to graciously force us, to force 
our hearts, to return to him (Ps. 65:4; 110:3). 


 
(Hosea 2:6-7)  "Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy 
way with thorns, and make a wall, that she shall not find 
her paths. {7} And she shall follow after her lovers, but 
she shall not overtake them; and she shall seek them, but 
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shall not find them: then shall she say, I will go and 
return to my first husband; for then was it better with me 
than now." 
 
• Just as Hosea secretly provided for and took care 


of Gomer, though she ran after her lovers (2:8), so 
our great God graciously took care of and provided 
for us throughout the days of our rebellion (Jude 1; 
Heb. 1:14). 


 
(Hosea 2:8)  "For she did not know that I gave her corn, 
and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, 
which they prepared for Baal." 
 
• Just as Hosea, in order to save Gomer, came to 


where she was and walked through the haunts of 
iniquity, so the Son of God, in order to save us, came 
into this world and walked in this land of darkness. 


 
• Just as Hosea redeemed Gomer with a legal ransom 


price, our Lord Jesus Christ redeemed us by the price 
of his own precious blood. 


 
• Just as Hosea made Gomer his faithful wife and 


was faithful to her, so the Lord Jesus, by his 
omnipotent mercy, irresistible love, and almighty 
grace makes the objects of his love his faithful bride 
(3:3; Jer 32:38-40). 
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(Hosea 3:3)  "And I said unto her, Thou shalt abide for 
me many days; thou shalt not play the harlot, and thou 
shalt not be for another man: so will I also be for thee." 
 
(Jer 32:38-40)  "And they shall be my people, and I will 
be their God: {39} And I will give them one heart, and 
one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of 
them, and of their children after them: {40} And I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not 
turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my 
fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me." 
 
• Just as Hosea did all that he did for Gomer in 


obedience to the will of God, because of a covenant 
of love, so the Lord Jesus Christ does all that he does 
for us in obedience to the will of God as our Surety 
because of his covenant love for us (2:18-20). 


 
(Hosea 2:18-20)  "And in that day will I make a 
covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with 
the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the 
ground: and I will break the bow and the sword and the 
battle out of the earth, and will make them to lie down 
safely. {19} And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; 
yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in 
judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. {20} I 
will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou 
shalt know the LORD." 
 
• Just as Hosea conquered Gomer’s whorish heart 


by his love for her, so the Lord Jesus Christ conquers 
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the hearts of chosen, redeemed sinners in the time of 
love (2:9-17). 


 
(Hosea 2:9-17)  "Therefore will I return, and take away 
my corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the season 
thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax given to 
cover her nakedness. {10} And now will I discover her 
lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and none shall 
deliver her out of mine hand. {11} I will also cause all 
her mirth to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and 
her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts. {12} And I will 
destroy her vines and her fig trees, whereof she hath 
said, These are my rewards that my lovers have given 
me: and I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the 
field shall eat them. {13} And I will visit upon her the 
days of Baalim, wherein she burned incense to them, and 
she decked herself with her earrings and her jewels, and 
she went after her lovers, and forgat me, saith the 
LORD. {14} Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and 
bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably 
unto her. {15} And I will give her her vineyards from 
thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and 
she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in 
the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt. {16} 
And it shall be at that day, saith the LORD, that thou 
shalt call me Ishi (MY HUSBAND); and shalt call me 
no more Baali (MY LORD-MY RULER). {17} For I 
will take away the names of Baalim out of her mouth, 
and they shall no more be remembered by their 
name." 
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HOSEA’S MESSAGE 
 
The rest of the Book of Hosea describes: 


• The sins and sinfulness, the utter debauchery of 
God’s people. 


• The horrible evil Israel brought upon itself, the 
horrible evil we bring upon ourselves, by rebellion 
and sin. 


• And our God’s matchless, unalterable purpose of 
grace and love, his determination to save his elect. 


 
This is not an over-simplification of Hosea’s message, 
but precisely the message Hosea was inspired of God to 
convey. In chapters 4-6, we see that Ephraim, Israel, and 
Judah fully deserved and constantly courted God’s 
wrath. 
 


• They would not forsake their idols (4:17). 
• They dealt treacherously with the Lord God, often 


pretending in time of fear to turn to him, but 
clinging still to their own devices (5:4-6:6). 


 
(Hosea 5:4-5)  "They will not frame their doings to turn 
unto their God: for the spirit of whoredoms is in the 
midst of them, and they have not known the LORD. {5} 
And the pride of Israel doth testify to his face: therefore 
shall Israel and Ephraim fall in their iniquity; Judah also 
shall fall with them." 
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(Hosea 5:7)  "They have dealt treacherously against the 
LORD: for they have begotten strange children: now 
shall a month devour them with their portions." 
 
(Hosea 5:14-15)  "For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, 
and as a young lion to the house of Judah: I, even I, will 
tear and go away; I will take away, and none shall rescue 
him. {15} I will go and return to my place, till they 
acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their 
affliction they will seek me early." 
 
(Hosea 6:1-3)  "Come, and let us return unto the LORD: 
for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and 
he will bind us up. {2} After two days will he revive us: 
in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in 
his sight. {3} Then shall we know, if we follow on to 
know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the 
morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the 
latter and former rain unto the earth." 
 
But the pretended repentance which comes as a 
result of fear and judgment, is only another mockery 
of God (6:4-6) 
 
(Hosea 6:4-6)  "O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O 
Judah, what shall I do unto thee? for your goodness is as 
a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away. {5} 
Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have 
slain them by the words of my mouth: and thy 
judgments are as the light that goeth forth. {6} For I 
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desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of 
God more than burnt offerings." 
 
Yet, in spite of all their iniquity, in spite of all the wrath 
they heaped upon themselves, the Lord God would not 
give up his own. He declares, “though they have hired 
among the nations, now will I gather them” (8:10). 
Why? Because he will not give them up (11:8-9). 
 
(Hosea 11:8-9)  "How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? 
how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I make thee as 
Admah? how shall I set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is 
turned within me, my repentings are kindled together. 
{9} I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will 
not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not 
man; the Holy One in the midst of thee: and I will not 
enter into the city." 
 
Why? Because his love for his elect is free, 
unconditional, indestructible love (14:4, 7-9). 
 
(Hosea 14:4)  "I will heal their backsliding, I will love 
them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him." 
 
(Hosea 14:7-9)  "They that dwell under his shadow shall 
return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the 
vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 
{8} Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with 
idols? I have heard him, and observed him: I am like a 
green fir tree. From me is thy fruit found. {9} Who is 
wise, and he shall understand these things? prudent, and 
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he shall know them? for the ways of the LORD are 
right, and the just shall walk in them: but the 
transgressors shall fall therein." 
 
PROPHECIES OF CHRIST 
 
Prophecies of Christ in these fourteen chapters are 
crystal clear. Both Peter and Paul show us that the 
prophecy of 1:10 has been fulfilled in Christ (1 Pet. 
2:10; Rom. 11:25-26). The Book of Hosea is not talking 
about God’s love and grace toward Abraham’s physical 
seed. It describes, in prophetic type, God’s mercy, love, 
and grace toward his elect in every nation, Abraham’s 
spiritual seed, the Israel of God. 
 
(Hosea 1:10)  "Yet the number of the children of Israel 
shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be 
measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that 
in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my 
people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons 
of the living God." 
 
(1 Pet 2:10)  "Which in time past were not a people, but 
are now the people of God: which had not obtained 
mercy, but now have obtained mercy." 
 
(Rom 11:25-26)  "For I would not, brethren, that ye 
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be 
wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in. {26} And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is 







Through The Bible Series—HOSEA 
 


14 


written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and 
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:" 
 
Hosea 3:4-5 
 
After giving us the tremendous picture of his mercy, 
love and grace by which we are saved (1:1-3:3), Hosea 
declares the meaning of the picture, assuring us that 
God will save his people (3:4-5). 
 
(Hosea 3:4-5)  "For the children of Israel shall abide 
many days without a king, and without a prince, and 
without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without 
an ephod, and without teraphim: {5} Afterward shall the 
children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, 
and David their king; and shall fear the LORD and his 
goodness in the latter days." 
 
Hosea 6:1-3 
 
Hosea 6:2 speaks of the resurrection of Christ and our 
resurrection in him, could not be more plainly foretold. 
The prophet expressly mentions two days, after which 
life should be given, and a third day, on which the 
resurrection should take place. Christ will come again as 
“the Day-spring from on high,” coming forth from the 
grave on the resurrection morning, and of whom it is 
written that he shall “come down like showers upon the 
mown grass.” 
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(Hosea 6:1-3)  "Come, and let us return unto the LORD: 
for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and 
he will bind us up. {2} After two days will he revive us: 
in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in 
his sight. {3} Then shall we know, if we follow on to 
know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the 
morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the 
latter and former rain unto the earth." 
 
Hosea 11:1 
 
Hosea 11:1 had its fulfillment in Matthew 2:15. 
 
(Hosea 11:1)  "When Israel was a child, then I loved 
him, and called my son out of Egypt." 
 
(Mat 2:15)  "And was there until the death of Herod: that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 
prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son." 
 
Hosea 11:3-4 
 
Who can read Hosea 11:3-4 and not hear the Lord Jesus 
Christ speaking of his great, gracious method of grace to 
our poor souls? 
 
(Hosea 11:3-4)  "I taught Ephraim also to go, taking 
them by their arms; but they knew not that I healed 
them. {4} I drew them with cords of a man, with bands 
of love: and I was to them as they that take off the yoke 
on their jaws, and I laid meat unto them." 
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Hosea 13:4 
 
In chapter 13 (verse 4), our great God and Savior 
declares his singularity as God and his gracious 
determination to make us know it. 
 
(Hosea 13:4)  "Yet I am the LORD thy God from the 
land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but me: for 
there is no saviour beside me." 
 
(Isa 45:22)  "Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends 
of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else." 
 
(Mat 1:21)  "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins." 
 
Hosea 13:14 
 
Hosea 13:14 speaks again of our resurrection by 
Christ in the last day. 
 
(Hosea 13:14)  "I will ransom them from the power of 
the grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, I will 
be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction: 
repentance shall be hid from mine eyes." 
 
The word translated “ransom,” means “rescue by the 
payment of a price.” The word “redeem,” speaks of 
Christ work as our Kinsman Redeemer. Our risen 
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Redeemer sings triumphantly, “O death, I will be thy 
plagues; O grave, I will be they destruction!” Soon, we 
shall sing the same song (1 Cor. 15:51-58). 
 
(1 Cor 15:51-58)  "Behold, I show you a mystery; We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, {52} In a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. {53} For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. {54} So when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 
{55} O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory? {56} The sting of death is sin; and the strength 
of sin is the law. {57} But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. {58} 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord." 
 


Amen. 
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 Readings: Bob Poncer & David Burge 
 Introduction: 
 
It is commonly agreed that Peter wrote his first epistle in 
the year 65 A.D. within a year after the Emperor Nero 
burned the city of Rome to the ground. 
 
That happened in July of 64 A.D. Let me summarize 
what took place. A fire broke out in the city of Rome 
that eventually engulfed the whole city in flames, 
leaving it a virtual heap of ashes. You can imagine the 
devastation. 
 
Historians are certain that the fire was set by Rome’s 
insane Emperor, Nero. He wanted to make space in the 
city to build some great palaces that would give his 
name an unforgettable place in history. 
 
You have all heard that “Nero fiddled while Rome 
burned.” Actually, the story is slightly embellished. The 
violin had not yet been invented. So the Emperor was 
not fiddling. However, he was seen looking over the 
city, playing some kind of instrument, as he watched the 
devastation with delight. Of course, he was never 
charged with the crime, but historians are agreed that he 
was the man responsible. 
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The inhabitants of Rome were convinced that he had 
done it and were enraged. They were on the brink of 
anarchy and ready to overthrow the Emperor. Nero 
needed a scapegoat, someone he could blame for the 
fire. 
 
There was a group of people in Rome who were just 
suited for his wicked scheme. They were called 
“Christians.” They followed a man called Christ. They 
were a strange group of people, commonly disliked and 
evil spoken of by the masses. Rumors about this strange 
religious sect were many. It was commonly reported that 
thy were cannibals, because when they got together in 
their homes to worship that man they called God, they 
greeted each other with “an holy kiss” and it was 
reported that they ate someone’s body and drank his 
blood. 
 
Of course, that led to more rumors. People commonly 
accused these Christians of engaging in horribly evil 
things. So they were a people looked upon with great 
suspicion. So, when Nero needed a scapegoat, he started 
the rumor that the Christians had burned down the city 
of Rome, and it was readily accepted. 
 
That is what was behind the infamous persecutions that 
took place under Nero’s infamous reign as Emperor of 
Rome. Believers were hunted, arrested, tortured and put 
to death by the hundreds. They were dipped in tar and 
burned as torches to light Nero’s courtyards while he 
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threw an outdoor party. They were tied to chariots and 
dragged to death through the streets of Rome. They were 
thrown to the lions. They were tied up in leather bags 
and thrown into pools of water. In countless other ways, 
the saints of God were persecuted and slaughtered, as 
the most despicable people of the world. 
 
It was during this time of persecution that Peter wrote 
this blessed epistle to God’s suffering saints scattered as 
“strangers throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia.” Peter wrote this blessed letter of 
encouragement and hope to his suffering, persecuted 
brothers and sisters in Christ, encouraging them (and us) 
to endure the things we suffer as Christians, knowing 
that even the sufferings we endure at the hands of 
wicked men is according to the purpose of God just as 
our Savior did (3:21-24). 
 
How can men and women enduring such evil, such 
hardships be expected to take it patiently? What will 
inspire them to persevere? How can they be comforted? 
Peter knew exactly what they needed. He wrote to them 
about redemption and grace in Christ, about the 
salvation of their souls. 
 


(1 Peter 1:1-9)  “Peter, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, 2 Elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience 
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and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. 3 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for you, 5 Who are kept 
by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for 
a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial 
of your faith, being much more precious than 
of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with 
fire, might be found unto praise and honour 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 8 
Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory: 9 Receiving the end of your faith, even 
the salvation of your souls.” 


 
SALVATION 
 
The first part of this epistle (1:1-2:12) beautifully 
describes God’s free, saving grace in Christ, “the 
salvation of your souls.” Multitudes live in frustration 
because they think their lives are meaningless. And the 
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fact is — Life in this world is meaningless until we find 
its meaning in eternity, until we find meaning in Christ. 
 
There is nothing that is of greater importance than the 
salvation of your soul. You are a living soul. You have 
a body; but you are a living soul. You will spend eternity 
somewhere, in some state. You will live forever, either 
in the eternal bliss of salvation in heaven, or in the 
eternal state of death, the second death, in the torment of 
divine wrath in hell. 
 
The salvation of your soul involves the very glory of 
God himself. — If the Lord God is pleased to save you 
by his almighty, free and sovereign grace in Christ, it 
will be to show forth the praise of the glory of his grace. 
God saves sinners for his name’s sake (Eph. 1:3-14). He 
says, “For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will 
I do it” (Isa. 48:11). 
 
(Psalms 106:8)  “Nevertheless he saved them for his 
name’s sake, that he might make his mighty power to be 
known.” 
 
It is the salvation of your immortal soul that I am 
talking about. I am not talking about earthly, temporal 
things, but about spiritual, eternal things. I am not 
talking about your house, property, money, or health. I 
am not talking to you about politics, history, or even 
church dogma. I am talking to you about something of 
real importance. I am talking to you about your soul! 
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Mark 8:36-37  For what shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? (37) Or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 
 
The salvation of your souls is the subject of 1 Peter. So I 
want you to keep your Bibles open on your laps, as I 
endeavor to give you the message of inspired epistle. 
 
Because the salvation of our souls is of such immense 
importance, we are admonished in the Scriptures to 
make our calling and election sure, lest we be 
deceived with one of Satan’s devices to the damning of 
our souls. May God the Holy Spirit make us honest with 
ourselves and honest before him. As we look at the 
salvation described in this book, let us ask ourselves one 
question — “IS THIS THE SALVATION I HAVE?” 
 
If the salvation described here is your salvation, you 
have reason to give thanks to God continually. If the 
salvation you think you have is not described in these 
terms, then your imagined salvation is a vain delusion, a 
refuge of lies that will crush your soul down to hell 
forever, unless the Lord delivers you from it. 
 
In these twelve verses God the Holy Spirit describes 
what salvation is. If we are saved by the grace of God, 
this is the salvation we have experienced. If we have not 
experienced this salvation, we have not yet been saved 
by the grace of God. 
 
TEN THINGS ABOUT SALVATION 
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In the first twelve verse of chapter one, Peter tells us ten 
things about God’s great gift of salvation in Christ. 
 
1. In Bible terms salvation is a radical thing. 
 
Salvation is something so radical, so life altering that it 
makes every saved sinner a stranger in this world. 
Religion makes people strange; but grace makes 
believers strangers to the world. 
 
(1 Peter 1:1)  “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the 
strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,” 
 
“Therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew 
him not.” — Believers are strangers to the people of the 
world. We are a paradox, a people puzzling to the world. 
 


• Rich, but Poor in Spirit. 
• Happy, but Heavy Laden. 
• Strong, but Weak. 
• Confident, but Trembling. 
• Assured, but Fearful. 
• Meek, but Uncompromising. 


 
The world can never understand what makes us tick, 
why we do what we do, how we live, or what motivates 
us. The world can understand and explain any and every 
form of human religion. But the world can never 
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understand a child of God. It’s a grace thing. They just 
can’t get it. Grace experienced in the soul makes a 
person a stranger in this world. 
 
Now, look at verse 2... 
 
(1 Peter 1:2)  “Elect according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.” 
 
2. Salvation is the work of the triune God alone. 
 
It begins in that blessed, eternal work of God the Father 
called, “ELECTION”. 
 
Salvation is wrought in us by the regenerating, 
sanctifying work of God the Holy Spirit — 
IRRESISTIBLE GRACE. 
 
This salvation was earned and purchased for us by the 
obedience and death of God the Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. —  PARTICULAR REDEMPTION. 
 
God’s salvation BRINGS BOTH GRACE AND 
PEACE. — It brings every gift and blessing of grace as 
a matter of pure, free grace. And where there is grace, 
there is peace. — Peace With God. — Peace From God. 
— The Peace of God. — Grace and peace multiplied, 
never divided. 
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Look at verses 3-4... 
 
(1 Peter 1:3-4)  “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, (4) To an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you.” 
 
3. Salvation, as it is described in the Bible, both 


honors God and gives all praise and honor to God. 
— “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ!” 


 
(Ephesians 1:3)  “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” 
 
4. That salvation which is described in the Book of 


God gives hope. 
 


• A Lively (LIVING) Hope — “Christ in you, the 
hope of glory!” 


• A Hope That Is Based Upon And Is Found In 
God’s Abundant Mercy. 


• A Hope That Is In A Risen Savior. 
• A Hope For Eternity. — It is the hope of an 


inheritance — an incorruptible inheritance — an 
undefiled inheritance — an inheritance that fadeth 
not away — a reserved inheritance. 
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Read verse 5. 
 
(1 Peter 1:5)  “Who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time.” 
 
5. God’s salvation is a salvation that keeps all by 


grace who are in grace. 
 


• Grace chose me. 
• Grace found me. 
• Grace put me in the way. 
• Grace keeps me in the way. 
• Grace keeps me through faith, yes; but it is grace 


that gives me the faith through which I am kept. 
 
6. This great salvation, great as it is now, in this present, 


earthly experience of it, is a salvation “ready to be 
revealed” (v. 5). 


 
7. Salvation, real salvation, causes saved sinners to 


rejoice in the Lord. 
 
(1 Peter 1:6)  “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now 
for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations:” 
 
I am not talking about giddy, giggly, ha-ha, hee-hee joy. 
I am talking about real joy, joy in the very depths of  
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your heart and soul, joy in God your Savior. When we 
have nothing else in which to rejoice, we can and should 
rejoice in our God and in his salvation. 
 
(Philippians 4:4-5)  “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Rejoice. 5 Let your moderation be known 
unto all men. The Lord is at hand.” 
 


Illustration: David did — Dancing Before the Ark 
      On His Deathbed — 2 Samuel 23:1-5 


 
Look at verses 6-9. 
 
(1 Peter 1:6-9)  “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now 
for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations: (7) That the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, 
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise 
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
(8) Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though 
now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory: (9) Receiving the end of 
your faith, even the salvation of your souls.” 
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• Joy In The Midst Of Heavy Trials — Notice that 
we are here told three things about our trials in this 
world. Let us never forget them. — (1.) They are 
only for a season. — (2.) There is a “need be” for 
them all. — (3.) They will make heaven more 
glorious and blessed than it otherwise would be, or 
could be (v. 7). 


 
• Joy Because Of Christ (v. 8). — “Whom having 


not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory.” 


 
• Joy Because Of The End (v. 9). — “Receiving the 


end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.” 
 
Now, read verses 10-11. 
 
(1 Peter 1:10-11)  “Of which salvation the prophets have 
inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you: (11) Searching what, 
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 
them did signify, when it testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.” 
 
8. This salvation is a salvation which is consistent with 


all the Scriptures. 
 
This salvation that God performs and gives freely to 
chosen sinners in Christ is the fulfillment of all the Old 
Testament Scriptures. — The prophets of old inquired 
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and searched diligently for it (v. 10). — He who taught 
them was the Spirit of Christ, who was in them and 
“testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the 
glory that should follow” (v. 11). 
 
Now, let’s look at verse 12. 
 
(1 Peter 1:12)  “Unto whom it was revealed, that not 
unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, 
which are now reported unto you by them that have 
preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven; which things the angels desire to 
look into.” 
 
9. The only way any sinner can ever know and 


experience this salvation is by divine revelation. 
 
Those prophets in the Old Testament era wrote the 
things they wrote by divine inspiration, not just for 
themselves, but for us also. And the salvation they 
received was the salvation we receive. It is salvation 
revealed unto us by the grace of God. It is revealed… 


• By Type, Shadow, Promise, And Prophecy In The 
Old Testament. 


• Through The Report Of The Gospel. 
• By The Holy Ghost Sent Down From Heaven. 


 
10. This great salvation is a salvation that the angels 


desire to look into! 
 







Through The Bible Series—1 PETER 
 


14 


Illustration: The Cherubim Looking On The 
Mercy-Seat 


 
(Ephesians 3:8-10)  “Unto me, who am less than the 
least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 
[9] And to make all men see what is the fellowship of 
the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath 
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 
[10] To the intent that now unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places might be known by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God.” 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 
That is how the Word of God describes this thing we call 
“salvation.” Have I described your salvation? If I have, 
how thankful we ought to be! How we ought to love our 
God! That is what we are told in 1 Peter 1:13-2:12. How 
we ought to consecrate ourselves to our Savior. 
 


• Remembering that we have been saved from a 
meaningless, useless existence (1:13-15). 


 
(1 Peter 1:13-15)  “Wherefore gird up the loins of your 
mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is 
to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves 
according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 15 But 
as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation;” 
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• Remembering that the holy Lord God of 


Heaven is our Father and we are his dear 
children (1:16-17). 


 
(1 Peter 1:16-17)  “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for 
I am holy. 17 And if ye call on the Father, who without 
respect of persons judgeth according to every man’s 
work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:” 
 


• Remembering that we have been redeemed by 
the precious blood of Christ (1:18-20). 


 
(1 Peter 1:18-20)  “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
from your vain conversation received by tradition from 
your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as 
of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 20 Who 
verily was foreordained before the foundation of the 
world, but was manifest in these last times for you,” 
 


• Remembering that we that he who loved us and 
redeemed us has given us faith and hope in God 
(1:21-22). 


 
(1 Peter 1:21-22)  "Who by him do believe in God, that 
raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that 
your faith and hope might be in God. (22) Seeing ye 
have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the 
Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye 
love one another with a pure heart fervently:" 
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• Remembering that we have been born again by 


the Word of God (1 Pet. 1:23-25). 
 
(1 Peter 1:23-25)  "Being born again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever. (24) For all flesh is as grass, 
and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass 
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: (25) But 
the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the 
word which by the gospel is preached unto you." 
 


• Remembering that we are living stones in the 
temple of God, built upon the Foundation Stone, 
Christ Jesus (2:5-12). 


 
(1 Peter 2:5-10)  “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a 
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 6 
Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I 
lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he 
that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 7 Unto 
you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto 
them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders 
disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 8 
And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to 
them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: 
whereunto also they were appointed. 9 But ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of 
him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
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marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a 
people, but are now the people of God: which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.” 
 
Hear me, you who are the redeemed of the Lord. Hear 
what Peter says to you and me. Hear the motives he 
gives for us to live in utter consecration to our God. 
Begin at verse 10 and go backwards to verse 5. We 
are… 


• The recipients of mercy (2:10). 
• Saved to show forth the praises of him who called 


us (2:9). 
• God’s own, special, distinct, peculiar people (2:9). 
• A holy nation (2:9). 
• A royal priesthood (2:9). — A nation of kings and 


priests unto God! 
• A chosen generation (2:9). 
• A royal priesthood offering up spiritual sacrifices 


acceptable to God by the merits and mediation of 
Christ (2:5). 


 
Not only is it true that our prayers and gifts, our specific 
deeds of worship and love are accepted of God as 
spiritual sacrifices, but our very lives (Rom. 12:1-2; 
Eccles. 9:7). 
 
 (Romans 12:1-2)  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this 
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world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 
 
(Ecclesiastes 9:7)  “Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, 
and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God now 
accepteth thy works.” 
 
THE WILL OF GOD 
 
Perhaps you are thinking, “I want to live for Christ, I 
want to honor God. I just don’t know how. I just don’t 
know what I should do and not do.” If you are a 
believer, I know that it is your soul’s desire to live for 
Christ, to honor God in your life. And I also know that it 
is the nature of man to desire rules and laws by which he 
can measure his success. But the Holy Spirit, instead of 
giving us rules and laws and commandments to fulfill, 
gives us a principle by which our lives (all areas of our 
lives) are to be governed. — That principle by which 
grace governs the lives of God’s saints in this world is 
submission — Submission to the will of God. That is 
what Peter shows us in 1 Peter 2:13-3:12. 
 
• Grace teaches us to submit to all God ordained 


authority, particularly Peter tells us to submit to 
our political, civil rulers for Christ’s sake (2:13-
17). — If the saints to whom this epistle was 
addressed were expected to honor and submit to Nero 
and the Roman rulers under him, it certainly applies 
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to us today. Where there is no honor given to 
government, there is no fear of God. 


 
(1 Peter 2:13-17)  “Submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to 
the king, as supreme; 14 Or unto governors, as unto 
them that are sent by him for the punishment of 
evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. 15 For 
so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men: 16 As free, and not 
using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as 
the servants of God. 17 Honour all men. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.” 
 
• Grace teaches us to submit to our employers (2:18-


19). 
 
(1 Peter 2:18-19)  “Servants, be subject to your masters 
with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to 
the froward. 19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for 
conscience toward God endure grief, suffering 
wrongfully.” 
 
Peter is not here giving approval to the inhuman, horrid 
practice of slavery that was so common throughout the 
world in that day. He is simply using the common 
practice to teach submission to the will of God. He tells 
even those who were slaves with wicked masters to be 
subject to them for Christ’s sake. Believers ought to be 
the best, most dependable, most trustworthy workers in 
any place of employment. 
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• Grace teaches us to patiently endure suffering, 


even from wicked men, just as our Savior did, 
knowing that the things we suffer are according to 
the will of God and ordained by him for our 
eternal good (2:20-25). 


 
(1 Peter 2:20-25)  “For what glory is it, if, when ye be 
buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, 
when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God. 21 For even hereunto were 
ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving 
us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 
Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 23 
Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to 
him that judgeth righteously: 24 Who his own self bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes 
ye were healed. 25 For ye were as sheep going astray; 
but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of 
your souls.” 
 
• Grace teaches us to honor God in our homes, 


submitting one to another (3:1-7). 
 
(1 Peter 3:1-7)  “Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they 
also may without the word be won by the conversation 
of the wives; 2 While they behold your chaste 
conversation coupled with fear. 3 Whose adorning let it 
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not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 4 But let it 
be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not 
corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 5 For 
after this manner in the old time the holy women also, 
who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in 
subjection unto their own husbands: 6 Even as Sara 
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye 
are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any 
amazement. 7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them 
according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as 
unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.” 
 
Wives, even those married to unbelieving men, are to 
live in submission to their husband’s as their heads. One 
reason given for this is that their unbelieving husbands 
might be converted, because they observe true grace 
manifest in their wives, “even the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great 
price.”1 
 
Husbands are to love their wives, submitting to their 
needs as the weaker vessel. Believing husbands and 
wives ought always to live together “as heirs together of 
the grace of life.” 
                                                           
1 1 Peter 3:3-4 is not a prohibition to women fixing their hair and wearing 
make up and jewelry. It is simply a declaration that the believing woman is 
to be more concerned about living in godliness than about dressing in 
gaudiness. 
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• Grace teaches us to live together in the church of 


God as brethren, submitting our own wills and 
preferences to one another (3:8-12) — “Let nothing 
be done through strife or vain glory; but in lowliness 
of mind let each esteem other better than themselves” 
(Phil. 2:3). 


 
(1 Peter 3:8-12)  “Finally, be ye all of one mind, having 
compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, 
be courteous: 9 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for 
railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are 
thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing. 10 For 
he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain 
his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no 
guile: 11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek 
peace, and ensue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are over 
the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: 
but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.” 
 
The church of God ought to be the one place in this 
world where God’s saints find nothing to hurt them. It 
ought to be a blessed habitation of peace, a household of 
faith and grace in which every person is treated with 
pity, kindness, and courtesy, in which none should ever 
experience gossip, slander, reproach and abuse of any 
kind. 
 
SUFFER WELL 
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Even when we are called upon by God’s good and wise 
providence to suffer evil at the hands of men, let us 
suffer well, as those who believe God. Peter teaches us 
how to do so in 1 Peter 3:13-4:9. Even in such 
circumstances as these persecuted saints found 
themselves, he asks in verse 13, “Who is he that will 
harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?” Let 
us behave in such a way that we do not suffer as evil 
men, because we have done evil. And when we do 
suffer for the gospel’s sake… 


• Let us sanctify the Lord God in our hearts, not 
murmur against him (3:15). 


• Let us ever be ready to give reason for the hope 
that is in us (3:15). 


• Let us remember that Christ suffered much 
more for us (3:18). 


 
(1 Peter 3:18)  “For Christ also hath once suffered for 
sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by 
the Spirit:” 
 


• And let us remember that he who suffered and 
died for us, that he who loved us and gave 
himself for us is seated in heaven and has 
dominion over all things, even over those who 
cause us to suffer by their evil deeds (3:22). 
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(1 Peter 3:22)  “Who is gone into heaven, and is on the 
right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers 
being made subject unto him.” 
 


(1 Peter 4:12-16)  “Beloved, think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial which is to 
try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, inasmuch 
as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; 
that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may 
be glad also with exceeding joy. 14 If ye be 
reproached for the name of Christ, happy are 
ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth 
upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, 
but on your part he is glorified. 15 But let 
none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a 
thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in 
other men’s matters. 16 Yet if any man suffer 
as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let 
him glorify God on this behalf.” 


 
SERVING GOD IN HIS HOUSE 
 
In chapter 5 Peter moves directly from the matter of how 
we are to endure suffering from the hands of wicked 
men to how we are to serve God in his house. It is as 
though he is telling us to make certain than none of 
God’s elect suffer anything in his house, but that we 
should labor together as one body in peace for the glory 
of God, strengthening one another for life in this world. 
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• Let every pastor in the church of God be a faithful 
shepherd, tenderly caring for Christ’s sheep, 
feeding them, watching over them, guiding them, and 
showing them by example how to live for the honor 
of God in a world of woe (5:1-4). 


 
(1 Peter 5:1-4)  “The elders which are among you I 
exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that 
shall be revealed: 2 Feed the flock of God which is 
among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by 
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a 
ready mind; 3 Neither as being lords over God's 
heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. 4 And when 
the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown 
of glory that fadeth not away.” 
 
• Let every child of God walk in loving submission 


to our God and to one another, casting all our care 
upon him, knowing that he cares for us (5:5-9). 


 
(1 Peter 5:5-9)  “Likewise, ye younger, submit 
yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one 
to another, and be clothed with humility: for God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 6 
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time: 7 Casting all 
your care upon him; for he careth for you. 8 Be sober, be 
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9 
Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same 
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afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in 
the world.” 
 
• Let us ever remind ourselves and one another of 


God’s boundless, sure grace in Christ, keeping our 
hearts fixed upon eternity, not upon our 
temporary trials here (5:10; 2 Cor. 4:18-5:1). 


 
(1 Peter 5:10-11)  “But the God of all grace, who hath 
called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that 
ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle you. 11 To him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen.” 
 
(2 Corinthians 4:18-5:1)  “While we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal. (5:1) For we know 
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 
 
You will notice that, at the close of this letter, Peter says 
he wrote it from Babylon. Many imagine that Peter is 
here using the word Babylon as a spiritual term for 
Rome. But there is no foundation for that supposition. 
There is no historical or biblical evidence that Peter ever 
visited Rome. Peter was obviously in Babylon 
(Baghdad) on the Euphrates River in Assyria. 
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May God the Holy Spirit bless his word to “the salvation 
of your souls” for Christ’s sake. 
 
(1 Peter 5:14)  “Greet ye one another with a kiss of 
charity. Peace be with you all that are in Christ Jesus. 
Amen.” 








Sermon #61       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:       2 PETER 
     Grow in Grace and Knowledge 
 Text:   2 Peter 1:1-4 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening — July 27, 2004 
 Tape #  Y-36a 
 Readings: Larry Brown & Larry Criss 
 Introduction: 
 
(2 Peter 1:1-4)  “Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of 
Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious 
faith with us through the righteousness of God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ: (2) Grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus 
our Lord, (3) According as his divine power hath given 
unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to 
glory and virtue: (4) Whereby are given unto us 
exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye 
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the world through lust.” 
 
The apostle Peter wrote his first epistle to God’s saints 
who were suffering the horrible trial of persecution 
under the Roman Emperor, Nero. His second epistle was 
written shortly afterward, just before his death (1:14), 
and is addressed to the same suffering saints. Their 
circumstances had not changed. 
 
The first epistle dealt with the hard, hard trial of 
persecution, of suffering for Christ’s sake. In that epistle 
Peter urges us to persevere in the faith, assuring us of 
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God’s great grace in Christ and urging us to follow the 
example our Savior set before us (1 Pet. 2:21-24). 
 
(1 Peter 2:21-24)  “For even hereunto were ye called: 
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow his steps: (22) Who did 
no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: (23) Who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to 
him that judgeth righteously: (24) Who his own self bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes 
ye were healed.” 
 
In 2nd Peter the inspired apostle deals with a trial even 
more difficult to endure, and urges us to remain steadfast 
in faith in the face of the ever-increasing onslaught of 
false religion. In these three chapters Peter urges us to 
remain steadfast and persevere in the faith, assuring us 
again of God’s great grace to us in Christ and urging us 
to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ” (3:18). In 1st Peter we are taught to 
rejoice in hope in the face of great trials. Here, in 2nd 
Peter, we are taught to remain faithful to the truth in the 
midst of great falsehood. 
 
PRECIOUS THINGS 
 
In these two epistles the apostle Peter reminds us of the 
many blessings of grace our God has given us in Christ. 
In fact, he tells us that the Lord God has, according to 
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his divine power, “given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him 
that hath called us to glory and virtue” (1:3). Among 
these many gifts of grace, Peter names six that he calls 
“precious.” 
 
1. He tells us that the trial of our faith is more precious 


than gold that perishes, because the trials of our faith 
in this world will make heaven more glorious than it 
could otherwise have been (1 Pet. 1:7). 


2. In 1 Peter 1:19 he tells us that the blood of Christ, by 
which we have been redeemed, is “the precious blood 
of Christ,” because it is the effectual, sin-atoning 
blood of the Lamb of God, who was foreordained as 
our Redeemer. 


3. He tells us (1 Pet. 2:6) that we who God’s spiritual 
temple are living stones in the house of God, built 
upon Christ, the precious Corner Stone and 
Foundation Stone laid in Zion. 


4. Then, he says, “Unto you therefore which believe he 
is precious” (1 Pet. 2:7). — Truly, Christ is precious 
to all who believe! Everything about him, all that he 
is, all that he has done and is doing is precious! 


5. Peter begins this second epistle by telling us that the 
great gift and grace of faith that we have obtained 
from the Lord is “precious faith” (1:1). It is that 
which we have obtained “through the righteousness 
of God and (even) our Savior Jesus Christ.” 


6. Then, in 2 Peter 1:4, he tells us that the promises of 
God given to us in Christ are “precious promise,” 
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precious because they are “yea and amen in him,” 
because they are unalterable and sure. 


 
As I read these three chapters again this morning, I 
thought to myself, “Bro. Peter, you could not have 
written anything more suited to the needs of God’s saints 
in this present day.” It is as though Peter knew, way 
back then, what we would need today. That is because 
this Book, the Word of God, is written by divine 
inspiration and is written specifically for God’s saints in 
every place, circumstance, and time. Its message is 
God’s message for you and me, right now. Every word 
in these three chapters is pertinent to us and filled with 
instruction for us. It is specifically addressed “to them 
that have obtained like precious faith with us through 
the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
May God give us grace to receive and obey his message 
to us. 
 
GROW IN GRACE 
 
In chapter 1 Peter’s admonition to us is to grow in the 
grace and knowledge of Christ. He knew that the secret 
to spiritual strength is Christ, knowing Christ and that 
the source of spiritual strength and knowledge is the 
grace of God. 
 
If we would be strong in faith, we must have an ever-
increasing knowledge of our utter weakness in 
ourselves. A knowledge that our only acceptance with 
God is Christ, and that our only hope of salvation is the 
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grace of God feely bestowed upon us and given to us in 
Christ. — “When I am weak, then am I strong.” If we 
would be strong in faith, if we would grow in the grace 
and knowledge of Christ, “He must increase, and I must 
decrease.” 
 
THE SAME GIFTS 
 
Peter begins this epistle by assuring us that all believers 
have the same gifts of grace. We do not all possess the 
same gifts of ministry and service; but all believers do 
possess the same gifts of grace (Eph. 1:3-6). We tend to 
think of the apostles and prophets as men who had 
greater grace than we have; but that was not the case. 
They were all, just like us, sinners saved by grace. Peter 
tells us in verse one that he is writing to people just like 
himself, who “have obtained like precious faith with us” 
and have obtained it in exactly the same way, through 
the merit, virtue, and efficacy of Christ. 
 
Then, in verse 3, he tells us that God has “given unto us 
all things that pertain unto life and godliness.” Someone 
once said, “Even the weakest believer holds in his 
hands all that the mightiest saint ever possessed.” 
That is exactly what Peter tells us here. All that we need 
to live forever before God is ours in Christ. And all that 
we need to live in this world in godliness is ours in 
Christ, too. In other words, Peter is telling us that God 
has given us in Christ everything needed to handle 
whatever comes up in life, and to handle it with grace. 
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Do we understand that? Very few do. Multitudes there 
are who are always looking for something more than 
Christ and the grace of God in him. They want 
something new, something different, some new 
experience, some new revelation, something greater than 
grace! — Something greater than Christ! May God save 
us from such folly. If Christ is all (and he is), then Christ 
is enough! 
 
This is what that means in the context of 2nd Peter. — If 
we have everything in Christ, we only need to know 
more of him, and we will have all that it takes to handle 
the problems we deal with in this world. I don’t need 
tranquilizers. I need grace. I don’t need drugs. I need 
Christ. I don’t need a psychologist or a psychic. I need 
Christ. And having Christ, I have all I need for “life and 
godliness.” I don’t need something to make me feel 
good. I need grace to grow in faith, to grow in the 
knowledge of Christ. 
 
Faith in Christ is the gift of God’s grace; and the faith 
we have obtained of God through the righteousness of 
God, and the grace and peace that sustains us in life 
come to us “through the knowledge of God and (even) of 
Jesus our Lord” (v. 2). And, believing on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, God has given us “exceeding great and precious 
promises: that by these we might be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust” (v. 4). In other words, Peter tells 
us that being born of God, believing on Christ, we have 
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(past tense) escaped everything in the world that once 
held us in corruption through our lust. 
 
THE INFLUENCE OF GRACE 
 
In verses 5-11 Peter calls for us to grow in grace, and 
faith, and the knowledge of Christ. He calls us to  give 
diligence in making our calling and election sure, as 
Paul puts it, working out our own salvation, because it is 
God who works in us to will and to do of his own good 
pleasure. The grace of God that brings salvation teaches 
us how we are to live in this world (Tit. 2:10-14). John 
Gill wrote… 
 


“The Gospel, and the precious promises, 
being graciously bestowed and powerfully 
applied, have an influence on purity of heart 
and conversation, and teach men to deny 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly; such are the 
powerful effects of Gospel promises, under 
divine influence, as to make men inwardly 
partakers of the divine nature, and outwardly 
to abstain from and avoid the prevailing 
corruptions and vices of the times.” 


 
(2 Peter 1:5-8)  “And beside this, giving all diligence, 
add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; (6) 
And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance 
patience; and to patience godliness; (7) And to godliness 
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. (8) 
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For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you 
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
If we are born of God we have all this in Christ, but we 
must diligently work at discovering it and applying it in 
our lives. The secret to living in this world in the 
enjoyment of peace is faith in and obedience to God our 
Savior. 
 


“Trust and obey, for there’s no other way 
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.” 
 


The knowledge God’s grace and promises in Christ, 
and the application of them to our lives will keep us 
from being barren and unfruitful. There is a 
knowledge of Christ that is barren and unfruitful. As 
James tells us, “Faith without works is dead.” And those 
who have a dead faith are spiritually dead. That is what 
Peter tells us in verse 9. — “But he that lacketh these 
things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath 
forgotten that he was purged from his old sins” (v. 9). 
Their professed faith is just that, a profession of faith 
that has cleaned up their lives outwardly; but they are 
still spiritually blind. 
 
MAKE SURE 
 
“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, 
ye shall never fall” (v. 10). — We do not make our 
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calling and election sure to ourselves by these evidences 
of grace. It is God the Holy Spirit who makes our calling 
and election sure to us by giving us faith in Christ (Heb. 
11:1). As James speaks of us justifying our profession of 
faith before men by our works, Peter here tells us that 
we make our faith in Christ manifest and sure before one 
another in the same way. — “For so an entrance shall 
be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (v. 11). 
If you and I have that faith which is made manifest and 
shows itself by love, these graces: virtue, knowledge, 
temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and 
love (vv. 5-7) shall be added to us abundantly as we 
leave this world and enter into heavenly glory. 
 
THE BASIS OF FAITH 
 
In verses 12-21 Peter directs our hearts to the source of 
and basis of our faith — The Word of God. If we would 
grow in faith and in the knowledge of Christ, we must 
ever be established in the revealed truth of God, ever 
remembering that which God reveals to us in his Word. 
The apostle reminds us that the gospel we have received 
is the testimony of men who were eye-witnesses of 
Christ’s divine majesty (vv. 16-18). 
 
(2 Peter 1:16-18)  “For we have not followed cunningly 
devised fables, when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. (17) For he received from 
God the Father honour and glory, when there came such 
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a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. (18) And this 
voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were 
with him in the holy mount.” 
 
• Peter, James, and John saw the glory of Christ on the 


Mount of Transfiguration (John 1:14). 
• They heard the testimony of God the Father from 


heaven. 
 
Yet, we have an even more sure Word than the mere 
eye-witness account of those faithful men. In fact, Peter 
says in verses 19-21 that the basis of his faith in Christ 
was something far more sure and dependable than his 
own experience upon the Mount of Transfiguration. The 
basis of all true faith, the authority for all that we believe 
as the children of God, is not our experience, but the 
written Word of Inspiration. 
 
(2 Peter 1:19-21)  “We have also a more sure word of 
prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as 
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: (20) 
Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of 
any private interpretation. (21) For the prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
 
This is Peter’s doctrine in verses 19-21. — We believe 
that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, the Son of God, in 
whom alone God is well-pleased and in and by whom 
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alone God is well-pleased with us, because he has 
perfectly fulfilled everything written in the Old 
Testament. 
 
FALSE PROPHETS 
 
In chapter 2 Peter identifies false prophets and warns us 
of their subtlety. He is not talking here about atheists and 
agnostics. He is talking about wolves in sheep’s 
clothing. He is talking about men who claim to be the 
servants of God and preachers of the gospel, who 
profess to love and serve the Lord Jesus Christ. Watch 
how he describes them (vv. 1-3). 
 
(2 Peter 2:1-3)  “But there were false prophets also 
among the people, even as there shall be false teachers 
among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction. (2) And many 
shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom 
the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. (3) And through 
covetousness shall they with feigned words make 
merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time 
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.” 
 
• They are sneaky, deceitful men. 
• They bring in damnable heresies. 
• They deny the Lord Jesus Christ, by denying the 


efficacy of his work and his dominion as Lord. 
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• The ways (Pro. 14:12; 16:25) they preach are 
pernicious ways to hell. 


• They speak evil of the Way, the Way of Truth — 
Christ and his finished work. 


• They are motivated by covetousness. 
• They make merchandise of men’s souls. 
• They shall be damned. 
 
Because there are many (following the very men of 
whom Peter here speaks) who point to this passage as a 
“proof text” to deny Christ’s effectual atonement for the 
sins of God’s elect and his effectual redemption of his 
people, and to prove the blasphemy of universal 
atonement and universal redemption, I must call your 
attention to the language Peter uses here. 
 
The word used for “Lord” in verse 1 is δεσποτηv 
(despotes). The word translated “bought” is αγοραζω 
(agoradzo). Peter is not suggesting that there is some 
sense in which Christ made atonement for or died to 
make salvation possible for reprobate men. He is telling 
us that as a man, as the God-man our Mediator Christ 
bought the right to rule over and dispose of all things for 
the salvation of his own elect (John 17:2; Rom. 14:9; 
Phil. 2:9-11). As our Mediator, our Savior bought the 
field of the world that he might redeem and save the 
treasure of his elect hidden in the field (Matt. 13:44). 
 
Remember, these are men who profess to believe, 
love, worship and preach the Lord Jesus Christ in all 
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his fulness. But they deny him in the very message 
they preach. 
• Those who preach conditional grace deny his 


effectual grace. 
• Those who preach conditional election deny his 


effectual election. 
• Those who preach conditional atonement deny his 


effectual atonement. 
• Those who preach conditional salvation deny his 


effectual salvation. 
• Those who preach salvation by man’s works deny his 


redeeming work. 
• Those who preach salvation by man’s will deny his 


sovereign will. 
• And those who deny the efficacy of his work and 


accomplishments as the sinners’ Substitute deny him 
altogether, no matter how loudly they profess to love 
him. 


 
In verses 10-21 Peter gives us a more detailed 
description of these false prophets. He tells us that all 
such men are presumptuous, self-willed, and ignorant 
men who speak evil of God’s true servants and of the 
gospel of his grace that his servants preach, because 
these are “things they understand not.” They are men 
with eyes full of adultery, who cease not from sin, ever 
“sporting themselves with their own deceivings.” Like 
Balaam, they “have forsaken the right way” because 
they love “the wages of unrighteousness.” Be warned! 
All preachers of free-will/works religion are a curse to 
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your children, beguiling unstable souls. They promise 
liberty, but bring bondage, the bondage of corruption. If 
you follow them, you will follow them to hell. 
 
(2 Peter 2:18-21)  “For when they speak great swelling 
words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the 
flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean 
escaped from them who live in error. (19) While they 
promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of 
corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same 
is he brought in bondage. (20) For if after they have 
escaped the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they 
are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end 
is worse with them than the beginning. (21) For it had 
been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered unto them.” 
 
WORD OF COMFORT 
 
Yet, even as he describes the horrible perversity of false 
religion and warns us that those who follow the false 
prophets will perish with them, Peter assures us that 
trusting Christ, following him, God’s saints need not be 
alarmed (2:4-9). God knows exactly what he is doing. 
He is saving his own elect. His purpose is sure. He 
spared not the angels that fell; but he saved his elect 
angels. He spared not the old world; but he saved Noah 
and his family. He spared not Sodom and Gomorrah; but 
he saved Lot. And though he will destroy all who 
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“stumble at the Word, being disobedient, whereunto also 
they were appointed” (1 Pet. 2:9), “the Lord knoweth 
how to deliver the godly out of temptations.” 
 
CHRIST’S COMING 
 
In chapter 3 Peter concludes his epistle by assuring us of 
the certainty of Christ’s coming and the certain salvation 
of God’s elect before Christ comes again in his glory, 
urging us to live in anticipation of eternal glory. 
 
In the opening verses of this chapter he reminds us again 
of false prophets, “walking after their own lusts, and 
saying, Where is the promise of his coming?” He tells us 
that these scoffers are willingly ignorant of the 
Scriptures (v. 5). Then he explains to us that the reason 
Christ has not yet returned to the earth is just this — 
God has not yet saved all his elect (vv. 9 and 15). 
 
(2 Peter 3:9)  “The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 
 
(2 Peter 3:15)  “And account that the longsuffering of 
our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul 
also according to the wisdom given unto him hath 
written unto you.” 
 
The elect family is not all in the Ark. God’s Lots have 
not all yet been brought out of Sodom. But they will 
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be! Then, Christ will come and make all things new (vv. 
8-14). Be patient. God does not judge time like we do. 
He is not in a hurry.  
 
(2 Peter 3:8-14)  “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this 
one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. (9) The Lord is 
not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. (10) But the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up. (11) Seeing then that all these things 
shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to 
be in all holy conversation and godliness, (12) Looking 
for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat? (13) 
Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness. (14) Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye 
look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of 
him in peace, without spot, and blameless.” 
 
Final Admonition 
 
Peter’s final admonition is found in verses 17-18 of 
chapter 3. It is twofold: 
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1. First, he urges us to be steadfast in the faith of the 
gospel. — “Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know 
these things before, beware lest ye also, being led 
away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
stedfastness” (v. 17). 


 
We must ever guard against the influence of false 
prophets. The surest way to avoid the subtle influence of 
false doctrine is to cling to plainly revealed truth, 
refusing to even give an ear to anything new. 
 
2. Second, he urges us to “grow in grace, and in the 


knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (v. 
18). 


 
As we cling tenaciously to that which we know, let us 
constantly seek grace to grow in grace, in the gifts of 
grace (faith, hope, love, etc.) and in the exercise of 
grace. We grow in grace only as we grow “in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Learn 
everything you can about Christ. Look for him in his 
Word (John 5:39). Seek not only to know all you can 
about him, but also to know him (Phil. 3:10), growing 
continually in the knowledge of your need of him and 
the bounteous grace of God that is yours in him, ever 
seeking his glory. — “To him be glory both now and for 
ever. Amen.” 








Sermon #29       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:     JOEL 
       Jehovah is God 
 Text:   Joel 1:1-3 
 Subject:  The Day of the Lord 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening—October 21, 2003 
 Tape #  X-80b 
 Readings: Bob Poncer & Larry Criss 
 Introduction: 
 
WE all like to know the reason for things. Perhaps 
because we are naturally inquisitive—perhaps because 
we want someone or something to blame for things we 
don’t like—but we all want to know the reason for 
things. Through the ages men have endeavored to 
discover the principle upon which history turns. Since 
the dawn of history philosophers and those who think 
they are philosophers have continually debated what 
controls destiny.—Is it fate or free will?—Is it man, or 
nature, or some higher power? 
 
Aristotle and the ancient Greek philosophers (those wise 
fools Paul speaks of in 1 Corinthians 1), determined that 
history moves in cycles, like the planets orbit the sun. 
 
Thomas Jefferson, and many of our nation’s founding 
fathers, was convinced that the history of the world was 
determined by the political direction of nations, by 
human government. 
 
In the late 1800s Karl Marx dipped his pen in acid and 
taught in his Communist Manifesto that the controlling 
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force of history is economic, what he called “dialectical 
materialism.” 
 
Multitudes today, follow the thinking of men like H. G. 
Wells, and are convinced that evolution is the 
controlling force of the universe. These “brilliant” 
minds, burying their heads in the sand, are convinced 
that man is constantly engaged in self-improvement, that 
man is constantly making himself better physically, 
mentally, morally and socially, and constantly improve 
history by the force of human evolution. 
 
Of course, the Word of God reveals that which no man 
left to himself can ever figure out—that which no man 
left to himself will ever acknowledge—that which, 
sooner or later, everyone must acknowledge.—God and 
God alone controls the universe. And that God who 
controls the universe is Jehovah our Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 


• The hinge upon which all history turns is the cross 
of Christ (John 12:30-32). 


• The hand that works the machinery is God’s (Rom. 
8:28; 11:36). 


 
Proposition: That is the message of Joel’s prophecy.—
Jehovah is God.—As the Book of Hosea reveals the 
heart of God in redemption, the Book of Joel reveals the 
hand of God ruling the universe to save his people. 
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The opening verses of this short prophecy tell us plainly 
that the prophet’s message was intended for both the 
people to whom he spoke and to the people of future 
generations (1:1-3). 
 
(Joel 1:1-3)  "The word of the LORD that came to Joel 
the son of Pethuel. {2} Hear this, ye old men, and give 
ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in your 
days, or even in the days of your fathers? {3} Tell ye 
your children of it, and let your children tell their 
children, and their children another generation." 
 
We know nothing at all about when Joel lived and 
prophesied. WE know nothing of the historic 
circumstances of his prophecy. All we know is that his 
name was Joel, which means “Jehovah is God,” and 
that his father’s name was Pethuel, which means “the 
openheartedness or sincerity of God.” 
 
THE THEME 
 
One of the most meaningful statements ever written, and 
one of the most terrifying, is found in Genesis 6:3. There 
the Lord God declares, “My Spirit shall not always strive 
with man.”  
 
The Book of Joel, in my opinion, drives that fact home 
and hammers it out more forcefully than any of the other 
prophetic books. The theme of this prophecy is “the Day 
of the Lord.” Joel speaks of “the Day of the Lord” five 
times in these three short chapters. 
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Joel tells us that history is moving constantly to an 
appointed end, called “the Day of the Lord.” 
 
(Joel 1:15)  "Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD 
is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall 
it come." 
 
(Joel 2:1)  "Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an 
alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the 
land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is 
nigh at hand;" 
 
(Joel 2:11)  "And the LORD shall utter his voice before 
his army: for his camp is very great: for he is strong that 
executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is great and 
very terrible; and who can abide it?" 
 
(Joel 2:31)  "The sun shall be turned into darkness, and 
the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day 
of the LORD come." 
 
(Joel 3:14)  "Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley 
of decision." 
 
If you read these three chapters at one setting, you will 
see that Joel does not use this phrase (“the Day of the 
Lord”) to refer to a specific, single day or time. 
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• In chapter 1 (v. 15) “the Day of the Lord” is 
immediate. It referred to the day in which the 
judgment of God was seen in the land. 


• In chapter 2 (vv. 1, 11, 31) “the Day of the Lord” is 
imminent, referring to judgment that may come at 
any time. 


• In chapter 3 (v. 14) “the Day of the Lord” is future, 
referring to the final, consummate end of all things. 


 
It is important that we observe this. As it is used by Joel, 
“the Day of the Lord” refers to any day in which the 
Lord God displays his sovereignty as God. In other 
words, yesterday was “the Day of the Lord.” Today is 
“the Day of the Lord.” And tomorrow shall be “the Day 
of the Lord.” And there is a day coming when all 
creation shall acknowledge, this is “the Day of the 
Lord.” 
 
DAY OF WARNING 
 
First, Joel tells us that “the Day of the Lord” is a day of 
warning, a day when the Lord God sends judgment to 
warn us of judgment. 
 
(Joel 1:15)  "Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD 
is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall 
it come." 
 
The Lord God sent a plague of locusts upon the land of 
Judah because of their sin. With this plague of locusts 
the Lord called his people to repentance. 
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These locusts describe an army far, far worse than any 
army of locusts or of men. These locusts not only 
destroyed the vegetation of the land, they cut off and 
took away the sacrifice from the house of God (1:9). 
 
Joel lived in a day much like our day, a day when God’s 
manifest judgment had fallen upon a people who were 
called by his name because they had forsaken his name 
(1 Pet. 4:17-18). 
 
(1 Pet 4:17-18)  "For the time is come that judgment 
must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, 
what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of 
God? {18} And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where 
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?" 
 
When the Lord God visits a nation, a people, a 
generation, or an individual in providential 
judgment, it is a warning of judgment to come and a 
merciful call to repentance (1:13-16, 19). He is saying, 
“My Spirit shall not always strive with man.” 
 
(Joel 1:13-16)  "Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: 
howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all night in 
sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the meat offering 
and the drink offering is withholden from the house of 
your God. {14} Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn 
assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the 
land into the house of the LORD your God, and cry unto 
the LORD. {15} Alas for the day! for the day of the 
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LORD is at hand, and as a destruction from the 
Almighty shall it come. {16} Is not the meat cut off 
before our eyes, yea, joy and gladness from the house of 
our God?" 
 
(Joel 1:19)  "O LORD, to thee will I cry: for the fire hath 
devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and the flame 
hath burned all the trees of the field." 
 
(Joel 2:1)  "Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an 
alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the 
land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is 
nigh at hand." 
 
Before this army of locusts came the land was like the 
Garden of Eden. They left behind them a desolate, 
barren wilderness (2:3). 
 
“An army of locusts is incredible to those who have not 
watched it. They fill the air, and darken the sun like an 
eclipse (2:2), and spread for miles over the land. The 
advance columns will attack all that is green and 
succulent; in half an hour every leaf and blade is 
destroyed (1:11, 12). Others coming on in succession 
will strip the bark from the trees (1:6, 7). A land so 
devastated takes years to recover (1:17-20). The noise of 
their wings can be heard for miles, and the noise of the 
browsing is like a fire (2:5), and the land over which 
they have passed has the appearance of being fire-swept 
(2:3). Having stripped the country, they scale the walls 
of the cities, in serried ranks like mailed horsemen and 
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chariots, and marching into the houses consume 
everything which can be consumed in their resistless 
onslaught (2:4, 7-9).” 
(A. M. Hodgkin) 
 
Like an army of locusts, false religion devours 
everything and gives nothing. It eclipses the SUN OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS and takes away the sacrifice. It 
destroys the souls of men. And it comes as the judgment 
of God upon a people who refuge to worship him (2 
Thess. 2:11-12). This horrible army is God’s army (v. 
11). 
 
(2 Th 2:11-12)  "And for this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: {12} That 
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness." 
 
(Joel 2:11)  "And the LORD shall utter his voice before 
his army: for his camp is very great: for he is strong that 
executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is great and 
very terrible; and who can abide it?" 
 
HOPE GIVEN 
 
At the close of verse 11 in chapter 2, the question is 
raised—“Who can abide the day of God’s wrath?” (See 
Nahum 1:2-6.) 
 
(Nahum 1:2-6)  "God is jealous, and the LORD 
revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; the 
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LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he 
reserveth wrath for his enemies. {3} The LORD is slow 
to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit 
the wicked: the LORD hath his way in the whirlwind 
and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet. 
{4} He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up 
all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, and the 
flower of Lebanon languisheth. {5} The mountains 
quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned 
at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. 
{6} Who can stand before his indignation? and who can 
abide in the fierceness of his anger? his fury is poured 
out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him." 
 
Yes, the Lord God will punish sin, he must. Judgment is 
sure. Hell is real. Eternity is forever. But “he delighteth 
in mercy!” Even now, in the face of such horrible 
judgment, there is hope. In wrath, he does remember 
mercy. 
 
CALL TO REPENTANCE 
 
The Lord God calls us to repentance (2:12-14). 
 
(Joel 2:12-14)  "Therefore also now, saith the LORD, 
turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, 
and with weeping, and with mourning: {13} And rend 
your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the 
LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the 
evil. {14} Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and 
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leave a blessing behind him; even a meat offering and a 
drink offering unto the LORD your God?" 
 
In verses 15-17, God’s prophet pleads with his people, 
fathers, ministers, priests, all his people to heed the 
Lord’s call, and plead for his mercy, as Moses’ did, for 
the glory of his own great name. 
 
(Joel 2:15-17)  "Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a 
fast, call a solemn assembly: {16} Gather the people, 
sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the 
children, and those that suck the breasts: let the 
bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of 
her closet. {17} Let the priests, the ministers of the 
LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let 
them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine 
heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over 
them: wherefore should they say among the people, 
Where is their God?" 
 
GRACE PROMISED 
 
Then, in the last part of chapter 2, he promises us that as 
surely as we seek his mercy, he will grant it. (See 
Hebrews 4:16.) 
 
(Joel 2:18-19)  "Then will the LORD be jealous for his 
land, and pity his people. {19} Yea, the LORD will 
answer and say unto his people, Behold, I will send you 
corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied 
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therewith: and I will no more make you a reproach 
among the heathen:" 
 
(Joel 2:21)  "Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for 
the LORD will do great things." 
 
(Joel 2:23)  "Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and 
rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you the 
former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down 
for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the 
first month." 
 
(Joel 2:25-27)  "And I will restore to you the years that 
the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the 
caterpillar, and the palmerworm, my great army which I 
sent among you. {26} And ye shall eat in plenty, and be 
satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, 
that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people 
shall never be ashamed. {27} And ye shall know that I 
am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your 
God, and none else: and my people shall never be 
ashamed." 
 
(Heb 4:16)  "Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need." 
 
This promise of grace clearly involved the promise of 
Christ’s great accomplished redemption as our 
Mediator. Whether Joel understood this or not, I cannot 
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say. But the Apostle Peter certainly did (2: 28-32; Acts 
2:16-36; Gal. 3:13-14). 
 


**** USE GARETH CROSSLEY’S 
COMMENTS ON THE POURING OUT OF 
THE SPIRIT. 


 
(Joel 2:28-32)  "And it shall come to pass afterward, that 
I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: {29} 
And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in 
those days will I pour out my spirit. {30} And I will 
show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, 
and fire, and pillars of smoke. {31} The sun shall be 
turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before 
the great and the terrible day of the LORD come. {32} 
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on 
the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in 
mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance 
(THIS IS CHRIST!), as the LORD hath said, and in the 
remnant whom the LORD shall call." 
 
DELIVERANCE PROMISED 
 
In chapter 3, the Lord God promises that he will save, 
that he will deliver all the hosts of his elect from the 
nations into which he has scattered them. Though they 
have forsaken him, he will never forsake them. But, 
before the great and terrible day of the Lord shall come, 
he will bring again the captivity of Jerusalem. The Lord 
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will roar out of Zion and gather his people, his heritage, 
his Israel out of the nations of the world. Then, his Spirit 
will cease to strive with man, and all Israel shall be 
saved. “So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God 
dwelling in Zion!” 








Sermon #30       Through The Bible Series 
 
 Title:        AMOS 
      A Prophet in Overalls 
 Date:   Tuesday Evening—November 11, 2003 
 Tape #  X-87a 
 Readings: Lindsay Campbell and Rex Bartley 
 Introduction: 
 
750 years before our Lord’s incarnation the nation of 
Israel was a rich, thriving, prosperous kingdom. During 
the reign of Jeroboam II, the nation was peaceful, stable, 
strong, and very, very religious (Amos 3:12, 15; 4:1, 4; 
5:5, 21-23; 6:4-6; 8:3:10). Many enjoyed such wealth 
that they had winter houses and summer houses. Others 
were even more wealthy, living in ivory houses on great 
estates. 
 
But all was not well in Israel. The nation was morally 
degenerate. The land was filled with greed and 
corruption. The poor and weak were mercilessly 
oppressed by the rich and powerful (2:6; 5:11). 
Immorality was rampant (2:7). Rebellion, disdain of and 
contempt for authority was widespread (5:11-12). 
Religion flourished. Religious ceremonies and activities 
were faithfully observed (5:21), and observed in the 
name of Jehovah. But the land was altogether given over 
to idolatry. Bethel, the house of God, had become 
Bethel, the house of transgression (4:4). 
 
Into this great, proud, prosperous, religious, secure 
society, the Lord God almighty dropped a bombshell by 
the name of Amos, a prophet wearing overalls (1:1-2). 
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Amos was a farmer, a herdsman, one who took care of 
sheep, and cattle, and fig trees. He was what folks today 
would disdainfully call “a redneck,” “hayseed,” “a 
country bumpkin.” Amos was a farm-boy, a farm boy 
from Tekoa, which was just a few miles south of 
Jerusalem, in the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 
 
(Amos 1:1-2)  "The words of Amos, who was among the 
herdmen of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in 
the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of 
Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel, two years 
before the earthquake. {2} And he said, The LORD will 
roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and 
the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top 
of Carmel shall wither." 
 
The Lord sent this poor, uneducated, farm boy, bibbed 
overalls and all, up North with his Word. Amos came 
storming into Samaria with a message of divine 
judgment, a message of impending wrath upon a people 
who had abandoned God and his worship, crying, 
“Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel!” He spoke of 
drought, famine, pestilence and earthquakes. Judgment 
had already begun; but it had no effect upon the hearts of 
the people. It would therefore increase and continue to 
increase, until the nation was altogether destroyed.  The 
Lord God swore by his prophet that because they 
repented not when he sent famine to their bodies, he 
would send a far worse, far more destructive famine, a 
famine of spiritual food (8:11-12). ― “Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in 
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the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, 
but of hearing the words of the LORD: And they shall 
wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the 
east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the 
LORD, and shall not find it.” 
 
Amos’ name means, “Burden-bearer,” and he bore in his 
soul “the burden of the Word of the Lord,” to a people 
who could not have cared less. 
 
DIVINE JUDGMENT 
 
The Book of Amos declares that God almighty “will by 
no means clear the guilty.” He must and shall punish sin. 
Because he is righteous, his rule over all the earth is 
righteous and just. Sin cannot be tolerated by him. It 
must be punished. 
 
• When people sin as social group, as a nation, the 


nation is punished accordingly (Pro. 14:34). 
 
(Prov 14:34)  "Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is 
a reproach to any people." 
 
• When individuals sin, they are punished accordingly 


as individuals (2 Cor. 5:10-11). 
 
(2 Cor 5:10-11)  "For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad. {11} Knowing therefore the 
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terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made 
manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in 
your consciences." 
 
JUDGMENT UPON THE NATIONS 
 
Amos began his message to Israel in a strange way. In 
chapters 1 and 2 Amos describes the judgments the Lord 
would bring upon the nations around Israel. These were 
the Gentiles among whom the children of Israel lived.  
 
If you look at a map of the area you will see that Amos 
goes around the whole nation of Israel, declaring the 
judgment of God upon those nations because of their 
transgressions. 
 
He begins with Damascus (1:3-5) way up in the 
northeast section of the map above Israel. He tells Israel 
that Damascus must be judged because of its cruelty. 
 
Then he speaks of Gaza (the ancient land of Philistia) 
(1:6-8), in the opposite direction, way down on the 
southwest side of Israel. He tells Israel that God will 
destroy Gaza because they had enslaved Edom and 
because they were idolaters. 
 
Then, in verses 9-10, he moves back up the coast to the 
land of Tyre, on the northwest side of Israel, and here he 
points out how God had judged this country because the 
people had broken their covenants and treated treated 
their fellow men not as brethren but as enemies. 
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Next (1:11-12) he moves on down to the far south of 
Israel to the land of Edom, the ancient country of Esau, 
declares that God's judgment fell upon that nation 
because of their implacable hatred of Israel. 
 
Then, in verses 13-15, Amos moves back up the east 
side of Israel to the land of Ammon. (Jordan, is the 
name by which we call it today. Its capital, Amman, was 
the capital of ancient Ammon.) They were punished 
because of their barbaric cruelty, greed, and lust for 
power. 
 
Moab, on the southwest side of Israel, was to be judged 
because of its hatred of Israel (2:1-3).  
 
Then, he mentions the Southern nation of Judah (2:4-5), 
and declares that Judah must be judged because it had 
despised God’s law. 
 
At the end of chapter 2 (vv. 6-16), he speaks to Israel, 
the Northern Kingdom and that will judge them for their 
corruption and for injustice, corruption and injustice 
greater than any of the other nations. The Lord God was 
pressed under them, as an over-loaded cart is pressed 
with its load (2:13). 
 
As we read Amos’ message it is obvious that the people 
of Israel was totally undisturbed, absolutely complacent, 
as long as he was talking about the other nations. They 
seem to have been thinking, "Well, they got what was 
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coming to them." But when the prophet zeroed in on 
them, they were enraged. They said, "Why don't you go 
away and preach somewhere else? We don’t want to 
hear what you have to say."  
 
CHAPTER 3 
 
From verse 1 of chapter 3, Amos deals with these people 
exclusively, driving his message home to the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel. He begins by pointing out to them 
that they were a people who had a special, privileged 
position before God. 
 
(Amos 3:1-2)  "Hear this word that the LORD hath 
spoken against you, O children of Israel, against the 
whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt, 
saying, {2} You only have I known of all the families of 
the earth.” 
 
That is exactly what they wanted to hear. You can 
picture them swelling with pride and arrogance. “We are 
God’s elect, his chosen, favored, special people. We 
have a great history and a great heritage. Then, he hits 
them right between the eyes with a sledge hammer.-
“Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities." 
 
PRIVILEGE AND RESPONSIBILITY 
 
You see, that which was their great pride was the very 
reason for their great judgment. Light despised brings 
great wrath. Privilege creates responsibility. And the 
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greater our privileges, the greater our responsibilities. 
The nation of Israel had been given the greatest 
revelation, the greatest privileges of any nation. But they 
turned from them to walk in utter darkness and idolatry. 
Israel was the very house of God. But they had turned 
the house of God into a house of iniquity. 
 
• They had the gospel revealed to them ― The 


Passover ― The Feasts ― The Sacrifices ― 
Priesthood ― The Temple ― The Altar ― The 
Mercy-Seat. 


• But they willfully rejected God’s revelation. 
• Therefore, they were sentenced to the outpouring of 


God’s wrath.”Judgment must begin at the house of 
God.” 


 
This is exactly what Peter means when he says, 
"judgment must begin at the house of God" (1 Pet. 4:17). 
It always begins there. God always starts with his 
professed people, and then he moves out to those round 
about them. They walked with God. They talked with 
God. But they despised him and his Word. For this 
reason, the prophet says, God is going to send judgment 
(3:3-8). 
 
(Amos 3:3-8)  "Can two walk together, except they be 
agreed? {4} Will a lion roar in the forest, when he hath 
no prey? will a young lion cry out of his den, if he have 
taken nothing? {5} Can a bird fall in a snare upon the 
earth, where no gin is for him? shall one take up a snare 
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from the earth, and have taken nothing at all? {6} Shall a 
trumpet be blown in the city, and the people not be 
afraid? shall there be evil in a city, and the LORD hath 
not done it? {7} Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, 
but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets. 
{8} The lion hath roared, who will not fear? the Lord 
GOD hath spoken, who can but prophesy?" 
 
THE GOLDEN CALVES 
 
Do you remember the two golden calves that were 
erected by the first King Jeroboam in the cities of Bethel 
and Dan (1 Ki. 12:28)? Israel was sent to worship there 
and the people called those calves Jehovah. And they 
worshiped and bowed down before those golden images. 
Those two calves represented three basic evils in Israel, 
for which God was set in judgment against them, evils 
for which the judgment of God is manifest today. 
 
Those golden calves, in that they were made of gold, 
represented the hunger of this people for material gain, 
the love of wealth, materialism — the god of gold. And 
because they were calves, or young bullocks, they were 
representative of power ― the god of superiority. They 
were also symbolic of pagan fertility gods of the nations 
round about them who worshiped the bull as a sign of 
fertility or sexual potency. So those golden calves 
represented Israel’s enslavement to their own sensual 
lusts. The calves symbolized material greed, shameless 
pride, and sensuality. One might conclude (and 
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rightfully so) that the Holy Spirit intended Amos’ 
prophecy for our own generation. 
 
For these things the nation of Assyria was being raised 
up by God to come sweeping down from the north to 
carry Israel away into captivity. This word of coming 
wrath was given almost two hundred years before that 
took place. God gave Israel space to repent. But they 
refused. That is the message of… 
 
CHAPTER 4. 
 
The lesson here is very clear. ― Judgment never 
produces repentance. Time after time, the Lord sent 
judgment that should have awakened the people (4:6-
11); but they were only hardened by it. 
 
(Amos 4:6-11)  "And I also have given you cleanness of 
teeth in all your cities, and want of bread in all your 
places: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the 
LORD. {7} And also I have withholden the rain from 
you, when there were yet three months to the harvest: 
and I caused it to rain upon one city, and caused it not to 
rain upon another city: one piece was rained upon, and 
the piece whereupon it rained not withered. {8} So two 
or three cities wandered unto one city, to drink water; 
but they were not satisfied: yet have ye not returned unto 
me, saith the LORD. {9} I have smitten you with 
blasting and mildew: when your gardens and your 
vineyards and your fig trees and your olive trees 
increased, the palmerworm devoured them: yet have ye 
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not returned unto me, saith the LORD. {10} I have sent 
among you the pestilence after the manner of Egypt: 
your young men have I slain with the sword, and have 
taken away your horses; and I have made the stink of 
your camps to come up unto your nostrils: yet have ye 
not returned unto me, saith the LORD. {11} I have 
overthrown some of you, as God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and ye were as a firebrand plucked out of the 
burning: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the 
LORD." 
 
CALL TO REPENTANCE 
 
Yet, God ever remembers mercy, even in the midst of 
providential wrath and judgment. So Amos delivers a 
message of mercy. As God’s ambassador, he calls Israel 
to repentance. He calls for them to turn from their idols 
to God. The sinner’s only hope is reconciliation to God 
(5:4-8). 
 
(Amos 5:4-8)  "For thus saith the LORD unto the house 
of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live: {5} But seek 
not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to 
Beersheba: for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, and 
Bethel shall come to nought. {6} Seek the LORD, and 
ye shall live; lest he break out like fire in the house of 
Joseph, and devour it, and there be none to quench it in 
Bethel. {7} Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and 
leave off righteousness in the earth, {8} Seek him that 
maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the 
shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day 
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dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and 
poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD 
is his name:" 
 
A REFUGE OF LIES 
 
But Israel continued to harden their hearts, taking refuge 
in their refuge of lies (5:18; 6:1). There were among 
them, just as there are today, two groups, who took 
refuge in two ways, hiding from God: the self-righteous 
and the presumptuous. 
 
The self-righteous are described in chapter 5, verse 18. 
― “Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to 
what end is it for you? the day of the LORD is darkness, 
and not light.” These self-righteous religionists went 
about crying, "Oh, isn't this a terrible day. I remember 
the good days, when people were better, more 
thoughtful, more spiritual, and more devoted. But things 
are different now. Times are so hard. Things are so bad." 
They were wringing their hands, appeared to be 
mourning, and going through all kinds of rituals and 
religious ceremonies and saying, "Oh, there is no hope 
for anything. Oh, if the Lord would only come! Oh, 
would that the day of the Lord would come. Would that 
we could go home to be in heaven." Do you ever hear 
people talk like that that? Then the prophet thunders, 
"Woe to you that desire the day of the Lord." He says, 
"Don’t you know what that day will be like? Do you 
have any idea what you are saying? That day will be a 
day of darkness and doom for you (5:18-27). 
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God sees through us. He sees through our religion and 
our rituals. He sees our hearts. He demands truth in the 
inward parts, in the center of life, in the core of our 
being, not mere outward conformity to religious codes. 
God sees through all the sham and pretense without the 
slightest difficulty. He is not impressed with the “bodily 
exercise” of religion. He requires “godliness.” ― "Thou 
desirest truth in the inward part" (Ps. 51:6). 
 
In chapter 6, verse 1, Amos exposes the presumptuous, 
the carnally secure. ― “Woe to them that are at ease in 
Zion, and trust in the mountain of Samaria.” These 
people cried, "We are not concerned about these things. 
Let's eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die. Let's 
have as good a time as we can and make the most of life; 
let's enjoy it to the full while we can." And the prophet 
says, "Woe to those who are at ease in Zion." 
 
The ease spoken of by God’s prophet Amos is a carnal 
ease, a fleshly security. It is not the confidence of a 
person who is pardoned, but the ease of a hardened 
wretch who has learned to despise the death chamber. It 
is not the assurance of one who is on the rock, but the 
ease of a senseless drunk, whose house is crumbling in 
an earthquake, falling from its sandy foundations, but he 
is in such a stupor that he does not know and does not 
care what is happening. As C. H. Spurgeon put it… 
 


“This is not the calm of a soul at peace with 
God, but the ease of a madman, who, because 
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he has hidden his sin from his own eyes, 
thinks he has concealed it from God. It is the 
ease and peace of one who has grown 
callous, hardened, brutalized, stupid, sullen, 
and careless, who has begun a sleep which 
God grant may soon be broken, or else it will 
surely bring him where he shall make his bed 
in hell.” 


 
A PROPHET INDEED 
 
In chapter 7 Amos shows himself to be a true 
prophet. His heart was for the people to whom he 
spoke. Even as he pronounced God’s wrath and 
judgment upon the people, knowing that they fully 
deserved it, he interceded with God on their behalf 
(vv. 2-6), as Moses before him (Ex. 32:30-32) and 
Paul after him (Rom. 9:1-3). Then, when he was 
accused by Amaziah of being a false prophet, he 
acknowledged that he had no credentials or 
credibility as a prophet, except the call and 
commission of God (vv. 10-17). ― “The LORD 
took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said 
unto me, Go, prophecy unto my people Israel.” 
 
FIVE VISIONS 
 
In chapters 7-9 Amos describes five visions the Lord 
gave him concerning Israel. The first was of a plague 
of locusts coming to devour the land. When he saw the 
terrible destruction this would bring asked the Lord to 
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forgive his people and withhold the plague; and the Lord 
granted his petition (7:1-3). 
 
The second vision was of a devouring fire. Again, 
Amos sought God’s mercy to spare Israel; and the Lord 
again repented for this and spared the people (7:4-6). 


 
In the third vision Amos saw the Lord standing 
beside a wall holding a plumbline in his hand. This 
was a symbol of the judgment of Israel by God's 
righteous law. The Lord told him plainly that he was 
determined to execute judgment, that Israel would not be 
spared.― “I will not again pass by them any more.” 
Amos humbly bows to God’s revelation, and makes no 
intercession (7:7-9). 
 
It is at this time that Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent a 
false report to the king concerning the of Amos, 
accusing him of conspiracy against the nation. With the 
king's authority behind him, Amaziah ordered Amos to 
leave the country. In response to Amaziah Amos stated 
that he had not chosen to be a prophet but God had 
called him to the work, that he had no choice but to 
deliver the message God had given him. The chapter 
ends with a bold prophecy of divine judgment against 
Amaziah and his family because of his obstinate 
opposition, and a reaffirmation of judgment upon Israel 
(7:10-17). 
 
In the fourth vision (chapter 8) the Lord showed 
Amos a basket of summer fruit. The nation was 
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described as overripe and ready for judgment. ― “The 
end is come upon my people.” It is in connection with 
this vision that Amos speaks of the worst of all 
judgments God can send among a people this side of hell 
(8:11-12). When God shuts heaven and refuses to send 
his Word to a people, they have no hope. 
 
The fifth vision (9:1-10) Amos “saw the LORD 
standing upon the altar,” not in mercy but in wrath to 
destroy the nation. Nothing would stop him. 
 
MERCY PROMISED 
 
Immediately following this last vision, as in the other 
prophets, the final scene declares the ultimate salvation 
of God’s elect (9:11-15). Read verses 11-12. ― "In that 
day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, 
and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his 
ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: That they 
may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the 
heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD 
that doeth this." 
 
These verses are quoted by James (Acts 15:15-17) as 
referring to the fact that God’s building again the 
tabernacle of David was not to be a reversion to 
Judaism, but rather the gathering of his elect from 
among the Gentiles by the preaching of the gospel. What 
a declaration of God’s saving grace Amos gives at the 
close of his prophecy! He declares that the Lord God 
will raise up the fallen, that he will raise up the ruins of 
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his people, raise up that which we have ruined, that he 
will deliver his captives, that he will save his elect 
remnant, and that he will do all his wondrous works of 
grace for such undeserving sinners as we are because of 
his covenant promises, symbolized in the promises made 
to Israel of possessing the land of Canaan. 
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 Introduction: 
 
The church of God is set before us in many ways in the 
Scriptures. It is the kingdom of God. It is the bride of 
Christ. And it is the family of God. It is as the family of 
God that God’s saints are addressed in 1st John. This is 
an intimate, family epistle. John was an old man when 
the book was written, an old man who had faithfully 
served Christ and his church for many years. Though 
this epistle is not specifically addressed to an individual 
local church, John writes in these five chapters as a 
father to his beloved children. It is obvious that he wrote 
this letter to an assembly in which he was in very close, 
personal relationship, an assembly that loved and 
respected him as children do a good and faithful father. 
The fact that this epistle is not addressed to any specific 
local church is clearly an indication that it is the intent of 
the Holy Spirit that every gospel church receive it as a 
Word from God our Father specifically to his family, to 
his beloved children in this world. 
 
Robert Hawker wrote, of this epistle, “One sweet 
feature runs through the whole of it, in relation to the 
church, namely, the apostle’s testimony to the Father’s 
love, the Son’s grace, and the Holy Spirit’s fellowship.” 
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HERESY 
 
Like the apostles Peter, Paul, and James, John was very 
concerned with the evil influence of false teachers and 
false religion. John specifically exposes the Gnostic 
heresy so prevalent in his day, and increasingly so in our 
day. Gnostics claim to have a special degree of 
knowledge, by which they have arrived at salvation. 
Salvation does not come by knowledge, but by 
revelation. Salvation is not in what we know, but who. 
— “This is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” 
(John 17:3). John deals with this decisively (1:1-3; 4:1-
3; 5:1, 7). 
 
(1 John 1:1-3)  “That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled, of the Word of life; (2) (For the life was 
manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and 
show unto you that eternal life, which was with the 
Father, and was manifested unto us;) (3) That which we 
have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also 
may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” 
 
(1 John 4:1-3)  “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world. (2) Hereby know 
ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that 
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Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: (3) And 
every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; 
and even now already is it in the world.” 
 
(1 John 5:1)  “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that 
begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.” 
 
(1 John 5:7)  “For there are three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and 
these three are one.” 
 
Another heresy common in John’s day and increasingly 
so in ours is the teaching that that which is physical is 
evil. This leads many to deny that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is truly God in human flesh. It also gives rise to the 
ascetic heresy that righteousness is to be obtained by 
denying ourselves of natural, physical pleasure. The 
grace of God teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
world; but godliness is nowhere associated in the Book 
of God with what we eat, or drink, or wear. Rather, it 
has everything to do with “faith which worketh by love” 
(Gal. 5:6). 
 
In John’s day, as in ours, there were also many who 
taught perfectionism, who asserted that sinless 
perfection was attainable by diligent self-denial, that one 
could and must increase in holiness and sanctification, 
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until he has eradicated sin from his life. Of course, such 
heretics always deny that their doctrine is in any way a 
doctrine of works. They insist that they are teaching 
their notion of “progressive holiness” is the result of 
God working in us by his Spirit and grace. John asserts 
that their doctrine is a total denial of all gospel truth 
(1:8-10). Believers know and confess their sin, looking 
to Christ alone for righteousness. 
 
Then there are always those who teach that a believer’s 
character and conduct are of no consequence, that as 
long as we have knowledge of and confess the right 
doctrine, we may live in licentiousness, gratifying the 
flesh, and live in communion with God at the same time. 
Such crass antinomianism has plagued the church from 
its beginning. But John declares that all who live in 
licentiousness are children of the devil, not children of 
God, no matter what they profess to believe (1 John 
3:10). 
 
A PASTOR’S CONCERN 
 
John obviously did not write as an academic. Everything 
in these five chapters display the concern of a faithful, 
loving pastor’s heart. Throughout the book he addresses 
his readers as his “little children” (2:1, 12, 13, 28; 3:7, 
18; 4:4; 5:21), first stating something and then repeating 
again and again, as one would instruct a small child.  
 
The gospel of John was written that we might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 







Through The Bible Series — 1 JOHN 
 


5 


believing they might have life through His name (John 
20:31). John wrote this epistle because he wanted every 
believer to know, to be confidently assured of the fact, 
that he has eternal life in Christ (5:9-13). 
 
(1 John 5:9-13)  “If we receive the witness of men, the 
witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God 
which he hath testified of his Son. (10) He that believeth 
on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that 
believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he 
believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. (11) 
And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. (12) He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not 
life. (13) These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe 
on the name of the Son of God.” 
 
THE WORD OF GOD 
 
In chapter 1 the apostle assures us that the Lord Jesus 
Christ, our Savior, that One in whom we trust is the 
eternal Word of God. He is the Word of life, by whom 
we live (1:1-3; John 1:1-4). 
 
(1 John 1:1-3)  “That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled, of the Word of life; (2) (For the life was 
manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and 
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show unto you that eternal life, which was with the 
Father, and was manifested unto us;) (3) That which we 
have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also 
may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” 
 
(John 1:1-4)  “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. (2) The 
same was in the beginning with God. (3) All things were 
made by him; and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. (4) In him was life; and the life was the 
light of men.” 
 
What a mammoth volume of theology John gives us in 
the first three verses of this epistle. He tell us that the 
man Christ Jesus is… 
• Eternal — “That which was from the beginning.” 
• Eternal Life — “That eternal life, which was with the 


Father.” 
• The Word of Life — That One by whom and in 


whom God who is life resides and is revealed. — 
That One who is life and gives life. — That One in 
whom and by whom we have life. 


• The Incarnate God — “For the life was manifested, 
and we have seen it,” heard it, gazed upon it with 
wonder, and handled it. 


 
Now, look carefully at verse 3. John’s purpose in 
writing this epistle is that we who believe might live 
together in the sweet, blessed fellowship of Christ. Then 
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he tells us that which is the basis of and the life of all 
true fellowship. — “That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ.” 
 
This fellowship rises from the knowledge of God in 
Christ and the blessed life that is ours by the sin-
atoning sacrifice of Christ our Savior (1:7, 9; 2:1-2, 
12; 3:5, 16; 4:9-10, 14; 5:11-13).  
 
(1 John 1:7)  “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 
 
(1 John 1:9)  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 
 
(1 John 2:1-2)  “My little children, these things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: (2) 
And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 
 
(1 John 2:12)  “I write unto you, little children, because 
your sins are forgiven you for his name’s sake.” 
 
(1 John 3:5)  “And ye know that he was manifested to 
take away our sins; and in him is no sin.” 
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(1 John 3:16)  “Hereby perceive we the love of God, 
because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren.” 
 
(1 John 4:9-10)  “In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son 
into the world, that we might live through him. (10) 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 
 
(1 John 4:14)  “And we have seen and do testify that the 
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” 
 
(1 John 5:11-13)  “And this is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. (12) 
He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the 
Son of God hath not life. (13) These things have I 
written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of 
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that 
ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.” 
 
It is the fellowship of light and knowledge (1:5-7; 
2:20). 
 
(1 John 1:5-7)  “This then is the message which we have 
heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all. (6) If we say that we 
have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, 
and do not the truth: (7) But if we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
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the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin.” 
 
(1 John 2:20)  “But ye have an unction from the Holy 
One, and ye know all things.” 
 
It is the fellowship of faith in Christ (3:23; 5:1, 13). 
 
(1 John 3:23)  “And this is his commandment, That we 
should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and 
love one another, as he gave us commandment.” 
 
(1 John 5:1)  “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that 
begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.” 
 
(1 John 5:13)  “These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe 
on the name of the Son of God.” 
 
This blessed fellowship is the fellowship of life, and 
righteousness, and hope, and love in Christ (2:29; 3:1-
3, 9-10; 4:7-11; 5:1). 
 
(1 John 2:29)  “If ye know that he is righteous, ye know 
that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.” 
 
(1 John 3:1-3)  “Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons 
of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it 
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knew him not. (2) Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is. (3) And every man that hath this 
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 
 
(1 John 3:9-10)  “Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot 
sin, because he is born of God. (10) In this the children 
of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: 
whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither 
he that loveth not his brother.” 
 
(1 John 4:7-11)  “Beloved, let us love one another: for 
love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, 
and knoweth God. (8) He that loveth not knoweth not 
God; for God is love. (9) In this was manifested the love 
of God toward us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
him. (10) Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. (11) Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also 
to love one another.” 
 
(1 John 5:1)  “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that 
begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.” 
 
Walking together in life with God, by faith in Christ, 
John tells us that all who are born of God, all who 
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believe on the Lord Jesus Christ are the possessors of 
God’s boundless free grace in Christ. 
• Forgiven of all sin (1:7, 9; 2:12; 3:5). 
• Possessors of eternal life and can never perish (2:25). 
• Taught of God (2:20-27). 
• Adopted as the children of God (3:1). 
• Loved of God and made to be lovers of God (4:19). 
• Forever accepted of God (5:11-15). 
 
(1 John 5:11-15)  “And this is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. (12) 
He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the 
Son of God hath not life. (13) These things have I 
written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of 
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that 
ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. (14) And 
this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask 
any thing according to his will, he heareth us: (15) And 
if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know 
that we have the petitions that we desired of him.” 
 
THE GRACE OF GOD 
 
In chapter 2 John gives a clear and assuring declaration 
of the grace of God that is ours in Christ. He begins the 
chapter by dealing with that which is most perplexing 
and troubling to God’s saints in this world — our sins! 
What happens when the believer sins? Do our sins 
destroy our relationship with God? Do our sins destroy 
our fellowship with God? 
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In the first verse, John tells us that the things he has told 
us and the things he is about to tell us are written for the 
express purpose of preventing us from sin. Then, he 
immediately assures us that our sins do not and cannot, 
in any way, destroy our relationship with our Father. 
 
Do not misunderstand what John is declaring here. Yes, 
our sins do, very greatly, interrupt our enjoyment of 
God’s favor. But our sins do not and cannot destroy or 
lessen our acceptance with God, because the whole of 
our acceptance with God is in Christ, who is our 
unceasing, unfailing Advocate with the Father (2:1-2). 
 
(1 John 2:1-2)  “My little children, these things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: (2) 
And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 
 
These are two of the most precious, most comforting, 
most soul-cheering verses to be found in the whole 
Word of God. Yet they remind us of a very sad fact, 
which we must never, forget. 
 
All of God’s children in this world, at their very best, are 
still sinners. John says, “My little children, these things 
write I unto you, that ye sin not.” Children of God, do 
not sin! We should never sin. We must oppose sin and 
resist it. It is an astonishing thing to realize that men and 
women who are loved of God, redeemed by the blood of 
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Christ and regenerated by the power and grace of the 
Holy Spirit need to be urged not to sin. But the 
admonition is needed by us all: Do not sin! 
 
Yet John knew very well that all of God’s saints in 
this world do sin. Therefore he says, “If any man sin.” 
The apostle uses gentle language, but he knew that we 
would sin. It was John who said, “If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not, in us” 
(1:8). So long as we live in this world, in this body of 
flesh, we shall sin. Sin is what we are by nature. Sin is 
mixed with all we do. Sin mars even our best deeds. “We 
are all as an unclean thing; and all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). All of God’s people in this 
world have learned to confess, with the apostle Paul, “I 
know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good 
thing” (Rom. 7:18). Every believer mournfully cries, “O 
wretched man that I am!” (Rom. 7:24), because every 
believer knows himself to be a vile sinner. 
 
We do sin, but John assures us that our sins will 
never deprive us of our interest in Christ. Notice 
John’s words: “If any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father.” Yes, though we do sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father still. The text does not read, 
“If any man sin, he has forfeited his advocate with the 
Father.” It says, “We have an advocate,” sinners though 
we are! 
 
All the sin a believer ever has committed, or ever can 
commit, cannot destroy his interest in Christ. We may, 
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any one of us, fall into some dreadful, shameful, 
sorrowful transgression. God forbid that it should ever 
happen. But there is no sin, no evil thought, imagination, 
or deed, of which you and I are not capable. Yet when 
we do sin, these horrible, treasonable acts can never tear 
us from our Savior’s heart. Aren’t you glad that God 
“hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us 
according to our iniquities” (Ps. 103: 10)? 
 
Child of God, I tell you plainly that the Lord Jesus 
Christ will never forsake his wandering sheep! He will 
not leave his erring child! I say, do not sin. May God 
strengthen you with grace to resist sin and to hate evil. 
But when you do sin, do not despair God still declares, 
“I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob 
are not consumed” (Mal. 3:6). Mark this down as a solid 
pillar of gospel truth: — notwithstanding all our sin, we 
are perfectly justified, accepted, righteous and beloved 
in Christ. 
 
John also gives us a reason for this blessed assurance. 
God has provided his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, as an 
advocate for his sinning people. — “We have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 
and he is the propitiation for our sins.” God will never 
charge his believing children with sin, because Christ 
has completely satisfied the justice of God for us, and he 
pleads the merits of his righteousness and blood for us in 
heaven. 
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The Son of God ever bears our names before the 
Father, pleading the merits of his own blood and 
righteousness for our eternal salvation. We need 
never fear wrath and condemnation from God, because 
“We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins.” We 
know that our Advocate in heaven is an effectual 
Advocate because he is… 
• “Jesus” 
• The “Christ” 
• “The Righteous” 
• “And he is the propitiation for our sins.” 
 
Because Christ is our Advocate, though we face 
countless enemies to our souls in this world, within and 
without, enemies by which multitudes are destroyed, 
God’s elect shall abide forever (v. 17). The grace of God 
shall remain in you, and you “shall continue in the Son, 
and in the Father” (v. 25). “And this is the promise that 
he hath promised us, even eternal life” (v. 25). Our 
Savior said, “I give unto them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish.” 
 
THE SONS OF GOD  
 
In chapter 3 the apostle John sets before us the great and 
glorious privilege that is ours in Christ as “the sons of 
God.” 
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• Here is a cause for great wonder. — God Almighty 
so loved us that he has made us his own dear children 
(vv. 1-3). 


 
(1 John 3:1-3)  “Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons 
of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it 
knew him not. (2) Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is. (3) And every man that hath this 
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 
 
• Here is a cause for grave concern. — Our every sin 


is the transgression of God’s holy law and calls for 
judgment, wrath and condemnation (v. 4). 


 
(1 John 3:4)  “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth 
also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” 
 
• Here is a cause for unceasing joy and praise. — 


Christ has taken away our sins, all our sins: past, 
present, and future (v. 5). 


 
(1 John 3:5)  “And ye know that he was manifested to 
take away our sins; and in him is no sin.” 
 


There’s pardon for transgressions past: 
It matters not how black their cast. 
And, Oh, my soul, with wonder view, 
For sins to come there’s pardon too! 
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• Here is a cause for constant thanksgiving and 


earnest prayer. — The Lord Jesus Christ, our great 
God, so loved us that he laid down his life for us, to 
save us; and we ought to love each other just that way 
(v. 16). 


 
(1 John 3:16)  “Hereby perceive we the love of God, 
because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren.” 
 
THE SERVANTS OF GOD 
 
In chapter 4 John tells us to test, try and prove every 
preacher who claims to speak for God, distinguishing the 
servants of God from the messengers of Satan and 
antichrist by one specific thing — What they have to say 
concerning the person and work of Christ (vv. 1-3). 
 
(1 John 4:1-3)  “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world. (2) Hereby know 
ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: (3) And 
every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; 
and even now already is it in the world.” 
 
Every true servant of God confesses in public as well 
as in private, that the Lord Jesus Christ is God the Son, 
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come in the flesh, having accomplished all that he came 
here to accomplish, having accomplished fully 
everything written in the prophets concerning the Christ. 
• He brought in righteousness. 
• He made an end of sin. 
• He magnified the law and made it honorable. 
• He saved his people from their sins. 
• He has accomplished and obtained eternal redemption 


and salvation for all his people by the sacrifice of 
himself. 


 
Every false prophet, every messenger of Satan, every 
servant of antichrist, while professing to believe in and 
worship Christ denies that he has accomplished 
redemption by the sacrifice of himself. Every false 
prophet declares that you must do something to make up 
for that which Christ did not complete, that you must… 
• Do something to make his redemption complete and 


effectual. 
• Do something to make yourself righteous. 
• Do something to atone for your own sin. 
 
Then, John assures us both of God’s great love for us 
and of every believer’s love for him, telling us that 
our love for him is the response of our hearts to his 
love for us, not the other way around (vv. 9-10, 19). 
 
 
(1 John 4:9-10)  “In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son 
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into the world, that we might live through him. (10) 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 
 
(1 John 4:19)  “We love him, because he first loved us.” 
 
THE WITNESS OF GOD 
 
In the 5th chapter John gives us the witness of God, by 
which our hearts are assured of salvation in Christ and 
acceptance with him. In the opening verses of this 
chapter he declares plainly that all who trust Christ are 
born of God and love God (vv. 1-3). 
 
(1 John 5:1-3)  “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that 
begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. (2) By this 
we know that we love the children of God, when we 
love God, and keep his commandments. (3) For this is 
the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and 
his commandments are not grievous.” 
 
Then, he assures us that all who trust Christ overcome 
the world (vv. 4-5). Beginning in verse 6, John gives us 
assuring witnesses God has given concerning his Son 
and the efficacy of his grace and salvation in his Son. 
 
• Three Witnesses in the Earth (vv. 6 and 8). 
 
(1 John 5:6 and 8)  “This is he that came by water and 
blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water 
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and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, 
because the Spirit is truth. … (8) And there are three that 
bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the 
blood: and these three agree in one.” 
 
The witness of the water has reference to our Savior’s 
baptism, in which he symbolically fulfilled all 
righteousness for us and the Father spoke from heaven 
declaring him to be the Son of God. The witness of the 
blood has reference to our Lord’s sin-atoning sacrifice, 
which he accomplished at Calvary. The witness of the 
Spirit is the witness of God the Holy Spirit to the 
finished work of Christ in the Scriptures and in that 
conviction that creates faith in God’s elect (John 16:7-
11). 
 
• Three Witnesses in Heaven (v. 7). 
 
(1 John 5:7)  “For there are three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and 
these three are one.”1 
                                                           
1 John Gill’s comments on this verse of Holy Scripture are so important that 
they cannot be omitted, even in a brief survey of 1 John. — “This is not 
only a proof of the Deity of each of these three persons, inasmuch as they, 
are not only said to be “one”, that is, one God; and their witness is called 
the witness of God (1 John 5:9), but of a Trinity of Persons, in the unity of 
the divine essence. This unity of essence, or nature, is asserted and secured, 
by their being said to be one. This respects not a mere unity of testimony, 
but of nature. 
 
It is not said of them, as of the witnesses on earth, that they “agree in one”; 
but that they “are one”. And they may be called a Trinity, inasmuch as they 
are “three”; and a Trinity of Persons, since they are not only spoken of as 
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God the Father bears witness to the accomplishments of 
Christ, having accepted him as our sin-atoning Sacrifice. 
God the Son bears witness to his own accomplishments 
as our Mediator, pleading the merits of his blood and 
righteousness before God for us. And God the Holy 
Spirit bears witness, convincing sinners to come to the 
throne of grace for mercy through faith in Christ alone. 
 
• God’s Witness Within (vv. 9-15). 
 


                                                                                                                                                   
distinct from each other, the Father from the Word and Holy Ghost, the 
Word from the Father and the Holy Ghost, and the Holy Ghost from the 
Father and the Word; but a personal action is ascribed to each of them. 
 
They are all three said to be testifiers, or to bear record; which cannot be 
said of mere names and characters; nor be understood of one person under 
different names. If the one living and true God only bears record, first under 
the character of a Father, then under the character of a Son, or the Word, 
and then under the character of the Holy Ghost; testimony, indeed, would 
be given three times, but there would be but one testifier, not three, as the 
apostle asserts. 
 
Suppose one man should, for one man may bear the characters, and stand in 
the relations of father, son, and master; of a father to a child of his own; of a 
son, his father being living; and of a master to servants under him; suppose, 
I say, this man should come into a court of judicature, and be admitted to 
bear testimony in an affair there depending, and should give his testimony 
first under the character of a father, then under the character of a son, and 
next under the character of a master; every one will conclude, that though 
there was a testimony three times given, yet there was but one, and not 
three, that bore record. 
 
This text is so glaring a proof of the doctrine of the Trinity, that the enemies of it have 
done all they can to weaken its authority, and have pushed hard to extirpate it from a place 
in the sacred writings.” 
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In verses 9-15 John concludes that if we receive 
anything at the mouth of two or three witness among 
men, we surely ought to receive the infinitely greater 
witness of our God, and be assured of his grace. 
 
(1 John 5:9-15)  “If we receive the witness of men, the 
witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God 
which he hath testified of his Son. (10) He that believeth 
on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that 
believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he 
believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. (11) 
And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. (12) He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not 
life. (13) These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe 
on the name of the Son of God. (14) And this is the 
confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us: (15) And if we 
know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that 
we have the petitions that we desired of him.” 
 
The apostle gives us one final word of assurance in verse 
20 and then a tender, but much needed admonition in 
verse 21. 
 
(1 John 5:20)  “And we know that the Son of God is 
come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may 
know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, 
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even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and 
eternal life.” 
 
(1 John 5:21)  “Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols. Amen.” 





