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Introduction:

I am, in this series of messages, endeavoring to give a survey of the Scriptures. But I to give you more than a factual survey of the Bible. I want to show you the message of the Book. Specifically, I want you to see, and see clearly, that the message of each Book in the Book of God is Christ and him crucified. I want you to see that Christ is “all the counsel of God.” 

Tonight, we will begin looking at the prophetic books. We will, of course, begin with Isaiah’s prophecy. But I have more than a mere survey of Isaiah
. I have a message to deliver, a message that I trust will be blessed of God to your souls. The title of my message is Isaiah’s Portraits of Christ. We will begin in chapter six, where Isaiah describes the revelation of Christ to him.

As with other Books of Holy Scripture the prophetic books of the Old Testament are not arranged in chronological order. Sixteen ''holy men of God'' were chosen to speak ''as they were moved by the Holy Spirit'' (2 Pet. 1:21). Their writings come at intervals covering a period of nearly 500 years.

Isaiah’s name means ''salvation of the Lord'' or ''the Lord will save.'' His prophecy is prominently placed at the beginning of the section. He is often called the prophet of redemption.

The prophecies of Isaiah were delivered during the reigns of four kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (Isa. 1:1). He spoke primarily to Judah prior to their exile. In the opening verse, he stated that he was about to relate a vision he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem, that is to say, concerning the church and kingdom of God, represented by Judah and Jerusalem.

A Prophet

A prophet is one who receives a message from God and delivers it. The prophecy is God’s revelation of his purpose to his people. As we read the prophetic Books, we must understand them in three ways.

1. The prophet’s message was God’s message to his people in their day.

2. The prophets of the Old Testament declared, infallibly, things God would do in time to come.

3. The prophet’s message is intended for God’s people in this day (in every age and place).

Isaiah’s Vision

Let’s begin this survey of Isaiah in chapter 6.

Isaiah 6:1-8  "In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. (2) Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. (3) And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. (4) And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. (5) Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. (6) Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: (7) And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. (8) Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me."

With those words the prophet of God explains his own experience of grace and ours. When Christ is revealed in a sinner’s heart by the power of the Holy Spirit, the very first thing experienced is a deep sense and heartfelt confession of his own depravity, sin, and helplessness. Then the sin-atoning blood of Christ is effectually applied to the heart by the power and grace of the Spirit through the preaching of the gospel, assuring the trembling, believing soul that his iniquity is purged and his sin is taken away by the blood of Christ.


Throughout this prophecy, Isaiah speaks as a man who has seen Christ in all the fullness of his redemptive, saving glory and grace. These sixty-six chapters are full of Christ. I cannot show you every picture of Christ in the book of Isaiah in the few minutes we have tonight, but I do want to show you enough to wet you appetite for more. Every time you read these pages in the future, I want you to see Christ leaping through every line. Keep your Bible open on your lap. We are going to move through the book of Isaiah tonight, starting with chapter one and moving through chapter sixty-six.

The Preface

The first four chapters are really introductory. They might be looked upon as the preface to the book.


Chapter 1 shows us OUR NEED OF A REDEEMER to make us holy and acceptable to God. Isaiah begins his prophecy with a declaration of our utter depravity and corruption and the total impossibility of self salvation (vv. 2-17).

· In the ninth verse, he declares that there is an elect remnant who must and shall be saved.

Isaiah 1:9  "Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah."

· In verse eighteen sinners are called to the obedience of faith in Christ.

Isaiah 1:18  "Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool."

· Then we are assured of the certainty and efficacy of Christ’s redeeming, saving work.

Isaiah 1:25-27  "And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin: (26) And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city. (27) Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righteousness."


In chapter 2, Isaiah tells us that THE CHURCH AND KINGDOM OF OUR GOD SHALL BE ESTABLISHED according to God’s decree and that the word of grace would go out of Zion into all the world, calling God’s elect out of every nation.

Isaiah 2:5  "O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD."

Isaiah 2:10  "Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty."


Chapter 3 gives us THIS BLESSED WORD OF PROMISE and assurance. "Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their doings” (v. 10).


Chapter 4 declares that THE RESULT of all this shall be the exaltation and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ and the everlasting perfection and righteousness of God’s elect.

Isaiah 4:2-4  "In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel. (3) And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem: (4) When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning."


Now, let’s look at some of the delightful, instructive pictures and descriptions God the Holy Spirit gives us by the pen of his servant Isaiah.

I.  The prophet calls our dear Savior, THE BELOVED, THE WELLBELOVED.

Isaiah 5:1  "Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill:"


What a suitable title for the Son of God. He is indeed our wellbeloved!

II.  Christ is THE LORD, SITTING UPON HIS THRONE, HIGH AND LIFTED UP (6:1).
· John 12:37-41

III.  In the seventh chapter, the prophet of God describes our Savior as THE VIRGIN BORN INCARNATE GOD.

Isaiah 7:14  "Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel."

Isaiah 9:6-7  "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. (7) Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this."

IV.  He who is the sanctuary of salvation to all who believe was long ago declared to be A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE TO THE SELF-RIGHTEOUS AND UNBELIEVING.

Isaiah 8:14-15  "And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. (15) And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken."

V.  Isaiah declared Christ to be THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.

He is the Light that shines in darkness, the Light of life, the One who is the Light of the glory of God. The only light there is in this dark, dark world Christ.

Isaiah 9:2  "The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined."

Isaiah 49:6  "And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth."

VI.  In chapter eleven OUR LORD IS PORTRAYED AS THE ROOT AND BRANCH OF DAVID, THE ENSIGN TO WHOM CHOSEN SINNERS MUST BE GATHERED, AND THAT ONE BY WHOM WE HAVE BOTH THE SPIRIT OF GOD AND THE GLORIOUS REST OF FAITH AND SALVATION.

Isaiah 11:1-2  "And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: (2) And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;"

Isaiah 11:10  "And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious."

Isaiah 11:12  "And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth."

VII.  Then we read that THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS BOTH OUR GOD AND OUR SALVATION, THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL IN THE MIDST OF US.

Isaiah 12:2  "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation."

Isaiah 12:6  "Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee."


As I said before I cannot possibly go over all the pictures of Christ given by Isaiah. In chapters 13 - 21 our Redeemer is set before us as…

· The Breaker of Babylon.

· The Lord of Lucifer.

· The Master of Moab.

· The Destroyer of Damascus.

· The Executioner of Egypt.

· The Watchman’s Judge.


But let’s move on to chapter 22. Still we can only pick up the highlights as we move along.

VIII.  Here the prophet of God describes Christ as THE SOVEREIGN KING OF THE UNIVERSE.

His rule and dominion, to those who know him, is as a nail in a sure place. Because he has earned and fully deserves it, he has all the glory of his Father’s house.

Isaiah 22:22-24  "And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. (23) And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a glorious throne to his father's house. (24) And they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father's house, the offspring and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons."

IX.  The Lord Jesus is THE CROWN OF GLORY AND THE EVERLASTING BEAUTY OF HIS PEOPLE.

Isaiah 28:5  "In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people,"

X.  Again in chapter 28, the prophet declares that OUR SAVIOR IS THE FOUNDATION STONE ID IN ZION.

Isaiah 28:14-18  "Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem. (15) Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: (16) Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. (17) Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place. (18) And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it."

· A Tried Foundation

· A Precious Foundation

· A Sure Foundation

· He that believes on Christ, he that is built upon this Foundation shall not make haste, be in confusion, be confounded, or be put to shame.

XI.  THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONLY SAFE REFUGE AND SURE HIDING PLACE FOR OUR SOULS.

Isaiah 32:1-2  "Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment. (2) And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land."

XII.  CHRIST IS THE GIVER OF ALL GRACE.

He is that One in whom chosen, redeemed sinners are made to see and experience the glory and excellency of our God.

Isaiah 35:4-7  "Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompense; he will come and save you. (5) Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. (6) Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. (7) And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes."

XIII.  JESUS CHRIST IS THE WAY, THE ONLY WAY TO GOD.

Isaiah 35:8-10  "And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. (9) No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: (10) And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away."

· The Highway

· The Holy Way

· The Safe Way

· The Way for the Redeemed

· The Joyful Way

XIV.  CHRIST IS THE GOOD SHEPHERD WHO RULES AND DISPOSES OF THE WORLD FOR THE SALVATION OF HIS SHEEP.

Isaiah 40:11  "He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young."

XV.  THE SON OF GOD IS OUR GREAT REDEEMER.

Isaiah 41:14  "Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel."

XVI.  OUR REDEEMER IS JEHOVAH’S SERVANT, CHOSEN TO BE OUR SAVIOR, A SERVANT WHO “SHALL NOT FAIL!”

Isaiah 42:1-4  "Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. (2) He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. (3) A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. (4) He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law."

Isaiah 50:5-7  "The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back. (6) I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting. (7) For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed."

XVII.  HE WHO IS JEHOVAH’S UNFAILING, SUCCESSFUL SERVANT, OUR REDEEMER, IS ALSO OUR EVER-PRESENT LORD PROTECTOR.

Isaiah 43:1-5  "But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. (2) When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. (3) For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. (4) Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life. (5) Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west."

XVIII.  JESUS CHRIST IS THE JUST GOD, OUR SAVIOR, TO WHOM ALONE WE MUST LOOK FOR SALVATION.

Isaiah 45:21-22  "Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the LORD? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. (22) Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else."

XIX.  THE SON OF GOD IS OUR GREAT SIN-ATONING SUBSTITUTE, BY WHOSE STRIPES WE ARE HEALED.

Isaiah 53:4-11  "Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. (5) But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. (6) All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. (7) He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. (8) He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. (9) And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. (10) Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. (11) He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities."

XX.  OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IS THAT ONE WHO MAKES ALL THINGS NEW!

Isaiah 65:17-19  "For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. (18) But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. (19) And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying."

· He began making all things new when he accomplished redemption and poured out his Spirit upon all flesh (Isa. 43:18-21

(Isaiah 43:18-21)  "Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. {19} Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. {20} The beast of the field shall honour me, the dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen. {21} This people have I formed for myself; they shall show forth my praise."

· He is presently making all things new for poor sinners by his grace (2 Cor. 5:17).

(2 Corinthians 5:17)  "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new."

· Soon, he shall come again to complete his new creation (Rev. 21:1-7; 2 Pet. 3:9-14).

(Revelation 21:1-7)  "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. {2} And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. {3} And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. {4} And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. {5} And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. {6} And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. {7} He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son."

(2 Peter 3:9-14)  "The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. {10} But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. {11} Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, {12} Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? {13} Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. {14} Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless."

� It is important to understand the factual material, date, authorship and structure of each Book in Holy Scripture. But there are numerous sources from which these things can be obtained. The Guide, by Roger Ellwsworth (Evangelical Press, Darlington, England) is an excellent volume serving this purpose.





